
97A.215 INSPECTIONS.

Subdivision 1. Storing wild animals. (a) When an enforcement officer has probable cause to believe
that wild animals possessed or stored in violation of the game and fish laws are present, the enforcement
officer may enter and inspect any commercial cold storage warehouse, hotel, restaurant, ice house, locker
plant, butcher shop, and other building used to store dressed meat, game, or fish, to determine whether wild
animals are kept and stored in compliance with the game and fish laws.

(b) When an enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that wild animals taken or possessed in
violation of the game and fish laws are present, the officer may:

(1) enter and inspect any place or vehicle; and

(2) open and inspect any package or container.

Subd. 2. Records. An enforcement officer may inspect the relevant records of any person that the officer
has probable cause to believe has violated the game and fish laws.

Subd. 3. Licensed activity. An enforcement officer may, at reasonable times:

(1) enter and inspect the premises of an activity requiring a license under the game and fish laws; and

(2) stop and inspect a motor vehicle requiring a license under the game and fish laws.

Subd. 4. Electronic devices. During an inspection under subdivision 3, if a person uses an electronic
device to display a document to a conservation officer or peace officer:

(1) the officer is immune from liability for any damage to the device, unless the officer does not exercise
due care in handling the device; and

(2) it does not constitute consent for the officer to access other contents on the device.

[See Note.]

History: 1986 c 386 art 1 s 36; 1987 c 169 s 1; 2024 c 90 art 1 s 21; 2024 c 92 s 1

NOTE: Subdivision 4, as added by Laws 2024, chapter 90, article 1, section 21, is effective upon full
implementation of the replacement electronic license system. The commissioner of natural resources must
notify the revisor of statutes when the replacement electronic license system is fully implemented. Laws
2024, chapter 90, article 1, section 52.
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