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160.001 MS 2006 [Renumbered 15.001]
160.01 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.01 SCOPE OF CHAPTERS 160 TO 165.

Subdivision 1. Designation. For the purposes of chapters 160 to 165 the roads of this state shall be
designated and referred to as trunk highways, county state-aid highways, municipal state-aid streets, county
highways, and town roads. They shall be established, located, constructed, reconstructed, improved, and
maintained as provided in chapters 160 to 165 and acts amendatory thereto.

Subd. 2. Certain streets excluded. The provisions of chapters 160 to 165 do not relate to highways or
streets established by, or under the complete jurisdiction of cities except when the provisions refer specifically
to such highways or streets.

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 1, 1973 c 123 art5s 7
160.011 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.012 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.013 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]

ROADS
160.02 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.02 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Purposes. For the purposes of this chapter the terms defined in this section have the
meanings given them.

Subd. 1a. Bikeway. "Bikeway" has the meaning given in section 169.011, subdivision 9.
Subd. 2. [Renumbered subd 29]
Subd. 3. [Renumbered subd 18]
Subd. 4. [Renumbered subd 17]
Subd. 5. [Renumbered subd 21]
Subd. 6. [Renumbered subd 28]
Subd. 7. [Renumbered subd 26]
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3 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2022 160.02

Subd. 8. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of transportation.
Subd. 9. [Renumbered subd 25]

Subd. 10. [Renumbered subd 23]

Subd. 11. [Renumbered subd 20]

Subd. 12. Controlled-access highway. "Controlled-access highway" means any highway, street, or
road, including streets within cities, over, from, or to which owners or occupants of abutting land or other
persons have or are to have no right of access, or only a controlled right of the easement of access, light,
air, or view.

Subd. 13. [Renumbered subd 24]
Subd. 14. [Renumbered subd 22]
Subd. 15. [Renumbered subd 27]
Subd. 16. [Renumbered subd 19]

Subd. 17. County highways. "County highways" includes those roads which have heretofore been or
which hereafter may be established, constructed, or improved under authority of the several county boards,
including all roads lying within the county or on the line between counties established by judicial proceedings,
except those roads established, constructed, or improved by the counties that have been maintained by the
towns for a period of at least one year prior to July 1, 1957. All roads heretofore designated prior to July 1,
1957 as county-aid highways shall be county highways until abandoned or changed in accordance with law.

Subd. 18. County state-aid highways. "County state-aid highways" includes all roads established in
accordance with law as county state-aid highways.

Subd. 18a. Dynamic shoulder lane. "Dynamic shoulder lane" means the shoulder of a freeway on which
the commissioner may allow the operation of vehicles during certain periods.

Subd. 18b. Expressway. "Expressway" means a divided highway with partial control of access.
Subd. 19. Freeway. "Freeway" means a divided highway with full control of access.

Subd. 20. Interstate bridge. "Interstate bridge" means all bridges now existing or which shall be hereafter
constructed across boundary waters between the state of Minnesota and any adjoining state thereby connecting
highways of this state with the highway system of any adjoining state.

Subd. 21. Municipal state-aid streets. "Municipal state-aid streets" includes all streets within the cities
having a population of 5,000 or more, established in accordance with law as municipal state-aid streets.

Subd. 21a. [Renumbered 169.011, subd 46a]
Subd. 22. Noxious weeds. "Noxious weeds" has the meaning given in section 18.77, subdivision 8.

Subd. 23. Portage. "Portage" means a passageway two rods in width extending from one public or
navigable water to another public or navigable water or from a public or navigable water to a public highway.

Subd. 24. Public property. "Public property" means any property except streets, roads, or bridges owned
by any subdivision of government, including but not limited to, the property of school districts however
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organized, towns, cities, municipalities, counties, and any board or commission of any thereof, and public
corporations created by the laws of this state.

Subd. 25. Road authority. "Road authority" means the commissioner, as to trunk highways; the county
board, as to county state-aid highways and county highways; the town board, as to town roads; and the
governing bodies of cities when the governing bodies or city streets are specifically mentioned.

Subd. 26. Road or highway. "Road" or "highway" includes, unless otherwise specified, the several
kinds of highways as defined in this section, including roads designated as minimum-maintenance roads,
and also cartways, together with all bridges or other structures thereon which form a part of the same.

Subd. 27. Roadway; bicycle lane; bicycle route; bicycle path. The terms "roadway," "bicycle lane,"
"bicycle route," and "bicycle path" have the meanings given in section 169.011.

Subd. 27a. MS 2020 [Renumbered 169.011 subd 73a]

Subd. 28. Town roads. "Town roads" includes those roads and cartways which have heretofore been
or which hereafter may be established, constructed, or improved under the authority of the several town
boards, roads established, constructed, or improved by counties that have been maintained by the towns for
a period of at least one year prior to July 1, 1957.

Subd. 29. Trunk highways. "Trunk highways" includes all roads established or to be established under
the provisions of article 14, section 2 of the Constitution of the state of Minnesota.

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 2; 1973 c 123 art 5s 7; 1976 ¢ 25 172; 1976 c 166 s 7, 1984 ¢ 562 s 4,
1985¢127s1;1985¢c215s1; 1987 c2555s2;1993c 13 art2s1; 1995¢c265art2s 15; 2008 ¢ 287 art
15452008 c306s1;2014¢c 2815 5;2016c 1425 3; 1Sp2017 c 3 art 3 s 4-6, 1Sp2021 c 5art4s 8,148

160.021 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.03 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.03 COMPENSATION FOR PUBLIC PROPERTY.

Whenever public property is taken, damaged, or destroyed for highway purposes, just compensation
shall be paid therefor.

History: 71959 ¢ 500 art I s 3
160.031 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.04 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.04 WIDTH OF ROADS.

Except as otherwise provided, all roads hereafter established, except cartways, shall be at least four rods
wide. Additional right-of-way and easements, including easements needed for drainage, may be acquired
by purchase, gift, or eminent domain proceedings when necessary for construction, maintenance, safety, or
convenient public travel. The necessity for such additional right-of-way and easements shall be determined
by the road authority having jurisdiction over the particular road involved.

History: 1959 c 500 art 1 s 4
160.041 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
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5 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2022 160.07

160.05 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.05 DEDICATION OF ROADS.

Subdivision 1. Six years. (a) When any road or portion of a road has been used and kept in repair and
worked for at least six years continuously as a public highway by a road authority, it shall be deemed
dedicated to the public to the width of the actual use and be and remain, until lawfully vacated, a public
highway whether it has ever been established as a public highway or not. Nothing contained in this subdivision
shall impair the right, title, or interest of the water department of any city of the first class secured under
Special Laws 1885, chapter 110. This subdivision shall apply to roads and streets except platted streets
within cities. If a road authority fails to give the notice required by paragraph (b), this subdivision does not

apply.

(b) Before a road authority may make any repairs or conduct any work on a private road as defined by
section 169.011, subdivision 57, the road authority must notify the owner of the road of the intent to make
repairs or conduct work on the private road. The notice must be sent to the owner by certified mail. The
notice must specify the segment of road that is the subject of the notice and state the duration of the repairs
or work. The notice must include the following: "Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 160.05, your private
road may be deemed to be dedicated to the public if the following conditions are met for six continuous
years: (1) the road is used by the public; and (2) the road is repaired or worked on by a road authority. This
means that the road will no longer be a private road but will be a public road. You will not receive
compensation from the road authority when the road is dedicated to the public."

Subd. 2. Roads on and parallel to railroad right-of-way. The continued use of any road by the public
upon and parallel to the right-of-way of any railway company shall not constitute such a road a legal highway
or a charge upon the town in which the same is situated, and no right shall accrue to the public or any
individual by such use.

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 5, 1973 c 123 art 55 7; 1982 ¢ 424 5 40, 1984 ¢ 562 s 5, 2020 ¢ 100 s 1
160.051 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.06 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.06 TRAIL OR PORTAGE DEDICATION.

Any trail or portage between public or navigable bodies of water or from public or navigable water to
a public highway in this state that has been in continued and uninterrupted use by the general public for 15
years or more as a trail or portage for the purposes of travel, is deemed to have been dedicated to the public
as a trail or portage. This section applies only to forest trails on established canoe routes and the public has
the right to use the same for travel to the same extent as public highways. The width of all trails and portages
dedicated by user is eight feet on each side of the centerline of the trail or portage.

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 6, 2010 ¢ 361 art 45 82, 2017 c 93 art 2 s 141
160.061 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]

160.07 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
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160.07 IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN OR WITHOUT BOUNDARIES.

The road authority of any county, town or city may appropriate and expend such reasonable sums as it
may deem proper to assist in the improvement and maintenance of roads, bridges, or ferries lying beyond
the boundary of and leading into such county, town or city.

History: 1959 ¢ 500art1s7; 1973 c 123 art5s7
160.071 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.08 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.08 CONTROLLED ACCESS.

Subdivision 1. Plans. The road authorities of the state, counties or cities acting either alone, or in
cooperation with each other, or with any federal agency, or with any other state or subdivision of another
state having authority to participate in the construction or maintenance of highways are authorized to plan
for the designation, establishment, location, relocation, improvement, and maintenance of controlled-access
highways for public use whenever the road authorities determine that traffic conditions, present or future,
will justify such highways.

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1969 ¢ 312 s 8]

Subd. 3. Traffic control. Such road authorities are authorized to so design any controlled-access highway,
and to so regulate, restrict, or prohibit access as to best serve the traffic for which the highway is intended.
Such road authorities are authorized to divide and separate any controlled-access highway into separate
roadways by the construction of raised curbings, central dividing sections, or other physical separations, or
by designating the separate roadways by signs, markers, stripes, or other devices. No person shall have any
rights of ingress or egress to, from, or across controlled-access highways to or from abutting lands, except
at the designated points or roadways thereof where access is permitted by such road authorities upon such
terms and conditions as such road authorities specify.

Subd. 4. Acquisition of property. Property rights, including rights of access, air, view, and light, may
be acquired by said road authorities with respect to both private and public property by purchase, gift, or
condemnation.

Subd. 5. Elimination of grade intersections; additional access; compensation. Such road authorities
may locate, establish, and construct controlled-access highways, or may designate and establish an existing
street or highway as a controlled-access highway. Such road authorities are authorized to provide for the
elimination of grade intersections of controlled-access highways with other existing streets or highways of
any kind or nature whatsoever. The elimination may be accomplished by the construction of grade separations,
or the construction of an outer lane as part of the controlled-access highway, or by closing off streets or
highways at the right-of-way boundary of the controlled-access highway. When an outer lane is constructed,
the abutting owners shall have access to the outer lane unless the petition and notice in condemnation, or
the highway deed in cases of purchase, clearly specifies that the right of access to the outer lane has been
acquired. After the establishment of any controlled-access highway no other street or highway or private
entry shall be opened into or connected with any controlled-access highway without the consent and prior
approval of the road authority having jurisdiction over the controlled-access highway. The consent and
approval shall be given only if the public interest shall be served thereby. In the case of any elimination of
existing access, air, view, light, or other compensable property rights, the owner shall be compensated for
the loss by purchase or condemnation.

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota
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7 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2022 160.085

Subd. 6. Construction limited. None of the provisions contained herein shall be construed to limit,
restrict, or nullify any rights or easements of access heretofore acquired by the state or any of its political
subdivisions.

Subd. 7. No commercial establishment within right-of-way; exceptions. No commercial establishment,
including but not limited to automotive service stations, for serving motor vehicle users shall be constructed
or located within the right-of-way of, or on publicly owned or publicly leased land acquired or used for or
in connection with, a controlled-access highway; except that (1) structures may be built within safety rest
and travel information center areas; (2) space within state-owned buildings in those areas may be leased for
the purpose of providing information to travelers through advertising as provided in section 160.276; (3)
advertising signs may be erected within the right-of-way of interstate or controlled-access trunk highways
by franchise agreements under section 160.80; (4) vending machines may be placed in rest areas, travel
information centers, or weigh stations constructed or located within trunk highway rights-of-way; and (5)
acknowledgment signs may be erected under sections 160.272 and 160.2735.

History: 1959 ¢ 500art 158, 1973 c 123 art5s 7, 1980 c 4945 5; 1984 c 417 s 1; 2004 c 295 art 2 s
1

160.081 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.085 RECORDING PROPOSED ACQUISITION FOR ROAD.

Subdivision 1. Recording map or plat; certification. (a) In order to facilitate the acquisition of
right-of-way required for highways, state and county road authorities may file for record in the office of the
county recorder or registrar of titles in the county in which right-of-way is to be acquired, such orders or
resolutions, as required by law, in the form of maps or plats showing right-of-way by course distance, bearing
and arc length, and other rights or interests in land to be acquired as the road authority determines necessary.
Said map or plat shall show by outline all tracts or parcels of land affected by the proposed acquisition.

(b) The map or plat, as to trunk highways, shall be certified by the commissioner of transportation or
the commissioner's designated assistant and by a licensed land surveyor.

(c) The map or plat shall be certified as to county state-aid highways and county highways by the chair
of the county board or the county engineer or the engineer's designated assistant, and by a licensed land
surveyor in the employ of the county.

(d) The map or plat so certified is entitled to record without compliance with the provisions of chapter
505. Neither a witness nor an acknowledgment is required for a map or plat certified under this subdivision.
Any amendments, alterations, corrections, rescissions or vacations of such orders, resolutions, maps or plats
so filed shall be entitled to record in like manner. The recorder or registrar may make suitable notations on
the appropriate map or plat affected by an amendment, alteration, correction, rescission or vacation to direct
the attention of anyone examining the record to the proper map or plat.

Subd. 1a. Amending recorded map or plat. If an error on a map or plat incorrectly defines the intended
acquisition, but does not affect any rights of interest to be acquired, a certificate may be prepared stating
what the defect is, what the correct information is, and which map or plat the certificate affects. The certificate
shall be signed by a licensed land surveyor. The certificate shall be filed for record in the office of the county
recorder or registrar of titles in the county where the map or plat is filed. When so filed the certificate shall
amend the map or plat. The recorder or registrar may make suitable notations on the map or plat to which
the certificate refers to direct the attention of anyone examining the map or plat to the record of the certificate.
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Subd. 2. Effect of recording map or plat. Maps or plats filed for record under this section shall not
operate of themselves to transfer of title to the property described and designated by appropriate parcel
number but such map or plats shall be for delineation purposes.

Subd. 3. Description may refer to map or plat. (a) Land acquisition by the road authority for highway
purposes by instrument of conveyance or by eminent domain proceedings, may refer to the map or plat and
parcel number, together with delineation of the parcel, as the only manner of description necessary for the
acquisition.

(b) In addition, land disposition by the road authority by instrument of conveyance may refer to the map
or plat and parcel number, together with delineation of the parcel, as the only manner of description necessary
for the disposition.

History: 1969 c209s 1, 1976 ¢ 1665 7; 1976 ¢ 181 s 2; 1980 ¢ 538 s 1,2; 1986 c 444, 1994 c 635 art
252, 1998 ¢ 32459, 1999 ¢ 230s 3,4

160.09 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.09 CHANGE OR VACATION OF LOCAL ROAD.

Subdivision 1. Change in location. When the road authority of a county or town changes the location
of a highway or road under its jurisdiction, the old road shall remain open until the new road is opened for
travel. The old road or any portion thereof shall not revert to the abutting owners until vacated by the road
authority in accordance with the law.

Subd. 2. Old roads remain open. When the new road does not provide access to property whose only
means of access was the old road, then and in that event, the portion of the old road providing the access
shall remain open for travel and shall be maintained by the county or town road authority until other means
of access are provided after which it may be vacated as provided by law.

Subd. 3. Local road not vacated in certain cases. When a county highway or town road is the only
means of access to any property or properties containing an area or combined area of five acres or more,
the highway or road shall not be vacated without the consent of the property owner unless other means of
access are provided.

History: /1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 9
160.091 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.095 DESIGNATION OF MINIMUM-MAINTENANCE ROADS.

Subdivision 1. Resolution. A road authority, other than the commissioner, may by resolution designate
a road under its jurisdiction as a minimum-maintenance road if it determines that the road or road segment
is used only occasionally or intermittently for passenger and commercial travel. The resolution must identify
the beginning and end points of the road being designated. After adopting the resolution, the road authority
must post signs on the road to notify the motoring public that it is a minimum-maintenance road and that
the public travels on the road at its own risk. A road authority must notify the road authorities of adjoining
jurisdictions of designations under this section.

If an affected road or road segment runs along a county or town line, the designation applies only to
that part of the road that is under the jurisdiction of the road authority adopting the resolution.

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota
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Subd. 2. Signs. Designation of a minimum-maintenance road is effective on the erection of the signs
required under this section. The signs shall be posted at entry points to and at regular intervals along a
minimum-maintenance road. Signs posted must conform to the commissioner's Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices. Properly posted signs are prima facie evidence that adequate notice of a
minimum-maintenance road has been given to the motoring public.

Subd. 3. Limitations. A trunk highway may not be designated as a minimum-maintenance road. A road
may not be designated a minimum-maintenance road if federal-state aid to Minnesota will be reduced as a
result. A road authority may not acquire additional right-of-way or easement by eminent domain or otherwise
without the consent of the landowner, for the purpose of constructing or designating a minimum-maintenance
road, except where necessary for drainage or public safety.

Subd. 4. Liability. A minimum-maintenance road may be maintained at a level less than the
minimum-maintenance standards required for state-aid highways, roads, and streets, but must be maintained
at the level required to serve the occasional or intermittent traffic. Where a road has been designated by
resolution as a minimum-maintenance road and signs have been posted under subdivision 2, the road authority
with jurisdiction over the road, and its officers and employees, are exempt from liability for any tort claim
for injury to person or property arising from travel on the minimum-maintenance road and related to its
maintenance or condition. Nothing in this section shall exempt a road authority from its duty to maintain
bridges under chapter 165 or other applicable law.

History: /985¢c215s 3
160.10 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.10 ROADS ON MINERAL LANDS.

Subdivision 1. Change of location; standards for relocated road. When any road, including any street
within a city crosses mineral land and the road interferes with mining operations on the land, the owner or
lessee of the land may notify the road authority of the interference and request that the road be relocated.
The road authority shall, thereupon in the manner provided by law, relocate the road so as not to interfere
with the mining operations. The relocated road shall be constructed to at least the engineering standards of
the old road unless the road authority determines that such standards are not necessary for safety or for the
convenience of public travel. All right-of-way needed for such relocation shall be provided by the owner or
lessee of the land or shall be acquired by the road authority by gift, purchase, or other manner provided by
law.

Subd. 2. Relocation interferes with buildings, structures. When any road crosses any lands including
mineral lands outside the limits of any city and such road interferes with the placing of buildings, structures,
or other improvements on such land, the road authority may relocate the road upon the request of the owner
of the land; provided that the safety and convenience of public travel shall not be impaired thereby.

Subd. 3. Surety bond. Before relocating such road, the road authority may require of such owner or
lessee a surety bond in a sum as the road authority deems sufficient, conditioned for the payment of all
damages and all costs incident to the relocation.

Subd. 4. Construction of relocated road. The owner or lessee may choose to construct the relocated
road with the owner's or lessee's own forces or by contract, or may elect to have the construction done in
whole or in part by the road authority. The owner or lessee and the road authority shall enter into an agreement
setting forth the respective responsibilities of each in accord with the provisions of this section.
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Subd. 5. Approval of plans and inspection of construction work. If the owner or lessee elects to
construct the relocated road, the design and plans therefor shall first be approved by the road authority. The
road authority shall have the right to inspect the construction work as it progresses, and the construction
work shall be approved by the road authority prior to the road being opened for travel.

Subd. 6. Damages. The owner or lessee shall be liable to the owner or occupant of any land abutting
upon such road or any affected by such change to the extent of the damage sustained by reason of such
change and for the recovery of which an action may be brought. All right-of-way costs and all costs of
right-of-way acquisition, and all construction costs shall be paid by the owner or lessee requesting such
relocation; provided, that if the road authority determines that such relocation shall be constructed to a greater
width or to a higher standard than the old road, the road authority shall pay the additional right-of-way or
construction costs incurred thereby.

Subd. 7. Agreements. When any road including streets within cities is to be established over mineral
lands, or over lands containing gravel, the road authority and the owner or lessee may enter into equitable
agreements to provide for the use of such lands for road purposes and for the relocation of the road whenever
the road interferes with mining operations.

Subd. 8. Section construction. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the power of any road
authority including road authorities of cities to vacate a road by or under any other provision of law. Nothing
herein shall affect contractual rights or obligations in existence as of the date of the passage of this section
between the road authority and the owner or lessee of mining lands.

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 10; 1973 c 123 art 55 7; 1986 ¢ 444
160.101 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.11 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.11 MATERIALS FOR BUILDING ROADS.

Subdivision 1. Acquisition of lands. When the commissioner of transportation, any county board, town
board, or governing body of any city, each hereinafter referred to as road authority, shall deem it necessary
for the purpose of building or repairing public roads or streets within its jurisdiction, it may procure by lease,
purchase, gift, or condemnation in the manner provided by law any lands within the state containing any
materials suitable for road or street purposes, together with the right-of-way to the same of sufficient width
to allow trucks or other vehicles to pass, and on the most practicable route to the nearest public road or street.

Subd. 2. Sale by road authorities, authority. Any such road authority may engage in the processing
of crushed rock or other road- or street-building material for use on public roads or streets within its
jurisdiction; and any such road authority may by agreement sell to any other road authority any rock, crushed
rock, processed sand or gravel, unprocessed or pit-run sand or gravel, or other earth material suitable for
road or street purposes, upon terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed upon by the parties, except
that the commissioner of transportation shall not sell processed gravel, processed sand, or crushed rock.

Subd. 3. [Repealed, 1971 ¢ 290 s 3]

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 11; 1965 ¢ 8365 1; 1971 ¢290s 1,2; 1973 c 123 art5s 7, 1976 ¢ 166 s 7
160.111 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.12 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota
Revisor of Statutes



11 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2022 160.14

160.12 TEMPORARY ROADS AROUND CONSTRUCTION.

When a road authority determines that construction or maintenance work on a public highway under its
jurisdiction requires a temporary road around the portion of the highway under construction or maintenance,
the road authority may by order or resolution establish and construct a temporary road adequate for such
purpose and procure the necessary right-of-way therefor in the manner provided by law.

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art I s 12
160.121 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.13 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.13 LIGHTING AND MARKING HIGHWAYS.

Road authorities may light or mark highways and appurtenances thereon and may install other safety
devices as they deem necessary in the interests of safety and convenient public travel.

History: 71959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 13
160.131 [Repealed, 1959 ¢ 500 art 6 s 13]
160.14 MS 1953 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 943 s 72]
160.14 MARKING BOUNDARIES OF HIGHWAYS.

Subdivision 1. Placing marking devices. Road authorities may place and shall thereafter preserve and
maintain suitable monuments or other marking devices in such manner as to clearly indicate the boundary
lines of highways. The commissioner is authorized to engage the services of registered land surveyors to
perform land survey work as required for location or reestablishment of section corners, establishment of
the boundary of highway right-of-way together with boundary monumentation. If the commissioner employs
and engages a registered land surveyor for such work the land surveyor shall be in responsible charge of the
work performed by the surveyor's employees in connection with the assignment. The location of the boundary
markings may be described by course distance and bearing or delineated in the same manner on a plat or
map showing location of said marking devices and filed with the county recorder or registrar of titles in the
county where the highways are located.

Subd. 2. Service of notice upon abutting land owners. The road authority shall serve written notice
of such markings upon abutting land owners within 30 days after the placement of the marking devices.
Unless written objections are served and filed within one year thereafter, as hereinafter provided, the boundary
lines of the highways as marked shall be final and conclusive.

Subd. 3. Reservation of rights of abutting owners. Within one year after the notice, any abutting owner
may serve upon the road authority signed written objections to the highway boundaries as marked, specifying
wherein the owner believes the boundaries as marked to be in error. A copy thereof executed in accordance
with section 507.24 shall be filed with the county recorder in the county where the highway is located. The
service and filing of the objections shall preserve the rights of the abutting owner in and to the land in
controversy until the boundaries of the highway are judicially determined or until agreed to by the abutting
owner and the road authority.

Subd. 4. Judicial determination. Within 12 months after the service and filing of the objections, the
road authority or the abutting owner shall serve and file a note of issue with the court administrator of the
district court in the county in which the land is located. The court shall determine the correctness of the
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placing of the monuments or marking devices. Except as herein otherwise provided the procedure shall be
governed by the rules governing civil actions. When the matters shall have been finally determined, the
location of such monuments or markers shall be in accordance with the court decree and the determination
of the location shall be final. A copy of the court decree shall be filed by the road authority with the county
recorder.

History: 1959 ¢ 500 art 1 s 14; 1969 ¢ 208 s 1; 197