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473.08 [Repealed, 1986 ¢ 460 s 59]
473.09 [Repealed, 1986 c 460 s 59]
473.10 [Repealed, 1986 ¢ 460 s 59]
473.11 [Repealed, 1986 ¢ 460 s 59]
473.12 MS 2006 [Renumbered 15.001]

DEFINITIONS
473.121 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Terms. For the purposes of this chapter, the terms defined in this section
have the meanings given them in this section, except as otherwise expressly provided or indicated
by the context.

Subd. 2. Metropolitan area or area. "Metropolitan area" or "area" means the area over
which the Metropolitan Council has jurisdiction, including only the counties of Anoka; Carver;
Dakota excluding the city of Northfield; Hennepin excluding the cities of Hanover and Rockford;
Ramsey; Scott excluding the city of New Prague; and Washington.

Subd. 3. Metropolitan Council or council. "Metropolitan Council" or "council" means the
Metropolitan Council established by section 473.123.

Subd. 4. Metropolitan county. "Metropolitan county" means any one of the following
counties: Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott or Washington.

Subd. 5. State agency. "State agency" means the state of Minnesota or any agency, board,
commission, department or educational institution thereof.

Subd. 5a. Metropolitan agency. "Metropolitan agency" means the Metropolitan Parks
and Open Space Commission, Metropolitan Airports Commission, and Metropolitan Sports
Facilities Commission.

Subd. 6. Local governmental unit. "Local governmental unit" means any county, city,
town, school district, special district or other political subdivisions or public corporation, other
than the council or a metropolitan agency, lying in whole or part within the metropolitan area.

Subd. 7. [Repealed, 1986 c 460 s 59]

Subd. 8. Metropolitan significance. "Metropolitan significance" means a status determined
by the Metropolitan Council pursuant to the rules and procedures established by section 473.173.

Subd. 9. [Repealed, 1986 ¢ 460 s 59]

Subd. 10. Policy plan. "Policy plan" means a long-range comprehensive plan of the
Metropolitan Council.

Subd. 11. Independent commission, board or agency. "Independent commission, board
or agency" means governmental entities with jurisdictions lying in whole or in part within the
metropolitan area.

Subd. 12. Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission. "Metropolitan Parks and
Open Space Commission" means the commission established in sections 473.302 to 473.341.

Subd. 13. Park district. "Park district" means a park district created under chapter 398.
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Subd. 14. Regional recreation open space. "Regional recreation open space" means land
and water areas, or interests therein, and facilities determined by the Metropolitan Council to be
of regional importance in providing for a balanced system of public outdoor recreation for the
metropolitan area, including but not limited to park reserves, major linear parks and trails, large
recreation parks, and conservatories, zoos, and other special use facilities.

Subd. 14a. [Repealed, 1994 ¢ 628 art 3 s 209]
Subd. 15. [Repealed, 1994 ¢ 628 art 3 s 209]

Subd. 16. Metropolitan transit area. "Metropolitan transit area" means the metropolitan
area.

Subd. 17. [Repealed, 1977 ¢ 454 s 49]

Subd. 18. Operator. "Operator" means any person engaged or seeking to engage in the
business of providing regular route public transit.

Subd. 18a. Paratransit. "Paratransit" has the meaning given in section 174.22, subdivision

Subd. 19. Public transit or transit. "Public transit" or "transit" has the meaning given in
section 174.22, subdivision 7.

Subd. 20. Public transit system or transit system. "Public transit system" or "transit
system" means, without limitation, a combination of property, structures, improvements,
equipment, plants, parking or other facilities, and rights, or any thereof, used or useful for the
purposes of public transit.

Subd. 20a. Regular route transit. "Regular route transit" has the meaning given in section
174.22, subdivision 8.

Subd. 21. [Repealed, 1994 ¢ 628 art 3 s 209]

Subd. 22. Acquisition and betterment. "Acquisition" and "betterment" shall have the
meanings given to them in chapter 475.

Subd. 23. Interceptor. "Interceptor" means any sewer and necessary appurtenances
thereto, including but not limited to mains, pumping stations, and sewage flow regulating and
measuring stations, which is designed or used to conduct sewage originating in more than one
local government unit, or which is designed or used to conduct all or substantially all of the
sewage originating in a single local government unit from a point of collection in that unit to an
interceptor or treatment works outside that unit.

Subd. 24. Metropolitan disposal system. "Metropolitan disposal system" means any or all
of the interceptors or treatment works owned or operated by the Metropolitan Council.

Subd. 25. Pollution, sewer system, treatment works, disposal system, waters of state.
"Pollution," "sewer system," "treatment works," "disposal system," and "waters of the state" shall
have the meanings given them in section 115.01.

Subd. 26. Sewage. "Sewage" means all liquid or water-carried waste products from
whatever source derived, together with such groundwater infiltration and surface water as may
be present.

Subd. 27. [Repealed, 1980 ¢ 564 art 13 s 2]
Subd. 28. [Repealed, 1980 ¢ 564 art 13 s 2]
Subd. 29. [Repealed, 1980 ¢ 564 art 13 s 2]
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Subd. 30. [Repealed, 1976 ¢ 179 s 20]
Subd. 31. [Repealed, 1980 ¢ 564 art 13 s 2]
Subd. 31a. [Repealed, 1980 ¢ 564 art 13 s 2]
Subd. 31b. [Repealed, 1980 c 564 art 13 s 2]
Subd. 31c. [Repealed, 1980 ¢ 564 art 13 s 2]

Subd. 32. Metropolitan Airports Commission. "Metropolitan Airports Commission"
means the commission established in sections 473.601 to 473.679.

Subd. 33. Major airport. "Major airport" means any airport now or which may hereafter
be operated by the Metropolitan Airports Commission as a terminal for regular, scheduled air
passenger service.

Subd. 34. Aeronautics. "Aeronautics" means the transportation by aircraft, the operation,
construction, repair, or maintenance of aircraft, aircraft power plants and accessories, including
the repair, packing and maintenance of parachutes; the design, establishment, construction,
operation, improvement, repair, or maintenance of airports, restricted landing areas, or other air
navigation facilities and air instruction, and powers incidental thereto.

Subd. 35. Airport. "Airport" means any locality, either of land or water, including
intermediate landing fields, which is used or intended to be used for the landing and take off of
aircraft, whether or not facilities are provided for the shelter, servicing, or repair of aircraft, or for
receiving or discharging passengers or cargo, and also includes any facility used in, available
for use in, or designed for use in, aid of air navigation, including, but without limitation, landing
areas, lights, any apparatus or equipment for disseminating weather information, for signaling,
for radio-directional finding, or for radio or other electrical communication, and any other
structure or mechanism having a similar purpose for guiding or controlling flight in the air or the
landing and take off of aircraft, and also includes, but without limitation, access roads, parking
areas, railroad siding facilities, such land contiguous or not as may be required for installations
necessary for safe and efficient operation, buildings, structures, hangars, shops and any personal
property usually used in connection with the operations of such airports, including specifically,
but not exclusively, snow removal or impacting equipment, fire and ambulance equipment,
motor vehicles and equipment for buildings, structures, hangars, and shops. It includes any area
heretofore in the statutes of this state termed an "airport" or a "flying field."

Subd. 36. Terms relating to waste. The definitions of terms relating to waste in chapter
116 and section 115A.03, also apply to the same terms relating to waste used in this chapter.

History: 1975¢c 13 s 1; 1976 ¢ 127 s 24; 1976 ¢ 179 s 1-6; 1977 ¢ 347 s 68; 1977 ¢ 421 s
6; 1977 ¢ 454 5 29-32; 1978 ¢ 543 s 1; 1980 ¢ 378 s 1, 1980 ¢ 564 art 10s 1; 1983 ¢ 330 s I;
1984 c 654 art 3s 101-107; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1986 ¢ 460 s 1-3; 1987 ¢ 384 art 2 s 1; 1994 ¢ 628
art 35 36,37, 1995 c 186 s 82; 1995 ¢ 2365 3, 2003 c 8 s 1

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL
473.122 [Repealed, 1994 ¢ 628 art 3 s 209]
473.123 METROPOLITAN COUNCIL.

Subdivision 1. Creation. A Metropolitan Council with jurisdiction in the metropolitan area
is established as a public corporation and political subdivision of the state. It shall be under the
supervision and control of 17 members, all of whom shall be residents of the metropolitan area.
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Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1983 c 16 s 15]

Subd. 2a. Terms. Following each apportionment of council districts, as provided under
subdivision 3a, council members must be appointed from newly drawn districts as provided in
subdivision 3a. Each council member, other than the chair, must reside in the council district
represented. Each council district must be represented by one member of the council. The terms
of members end with the term of the governor, except that all terms expire on the effective date
of the next apportionment. A member serves at the pleasure of the governor. A member shall
continue to serve the member's district until a successor is appointed and qualified; except that,
following each apportionment, the member shall continue to serve at large until the governor
appoints 16 council members, one from each of the newly drawn council districts as provided
under subdivision 3a, to serve terms as provided under this section. The appointment to the
council must be made by the first Monday in March of the year in which the term ends.

Subd. 3. Membership; appointment; qualifications. (a) Sixteen members must be
appointed by the governor from districts defined by this section. Each council member must
reside in the council district represented. Each council district must be represented by one
member of the council.

(b) In addition to the notice required by section 15.0597, subdivision 4, notice of vacancies
and expiration of terms must be published in newspapers of general circulation in the metropolitan
area and the appropriate districts. The governing bodies of the statutory and home rule charter
cities, counties, and towns having territory in the district for which a member is to be appointed
must be notified in writing. The notices must describe the appointments process and invite
participation and recommendations on the appointment.

(c) The governor shall create a nominating committee, composed of seven metropolitan
citizens appointed by the governor, to nominate persons for appointment to the council from
districts. Three of the committee members must be local elected officials. Following the
submission of applications as provided under section 15.0597, subdivision 5, the nominating
committee shall conduct public meetings, after appropriate notice, to accept statements from or on
behalf of persons who have applied or been nominated for appointment and to allow consultation
with and secure the advice of the public and local elected officials. The committee shall hold the
meeting on each appointment in the district or in a reasonably convenient and accessible location
in the part of the metropolitan area in which the district is located. The committee may consolidate
meetings. Following the meetings, the committee shall submit to the governor a list of nominees
for each appointment. The governor is not required to appoint from the list.

(d) Before making an appointment, the governor shall consult with all members of the
legislature from the council district for which the member is to be appointed.

(e) Appointments to the council are subject to the advice and consent of the senate as
provided in section 15.066.

(f) Members of the council must be appointed to reflect fairly the various demographic,
political, and other interests in the metropolitan area and the districts.

(g) Members of the council must be persons knowledgeable about urban and metropolitan
affairs.

(h) Any vacancy in the office of a council member shall immediately be filled for the
unexpired term. In filling a vacancy, the governor may forgo the requirements of paragraph (c) if
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the governor has made appointments in full compliance with the requirements of this subdivision
within the preceding 12 months.

Subd. 3a. Redistricting. The legislature shall redraw the boundaries of the council districts
after each decennial federal census so that each district has substantially equal population.
Redistricting is effective in the year ending in the numeral "3." Within 60 days after a redistricting
plan takes effect, the governor shall appoint members from the newly drawn districts to serve
terms as provided under subdivision 2a.

Subd. 3b. [Repealed, 1993 ¢ 314 s 7]
Subd. 3c. [Repealed, 1Sp2003 ¢ 16 s 11]
Subd. 3d. District boundaries. The council district boundaries are as follows:

(1) The first council district consists of that portion of Hennepin county consisting of the
cities of Champlin, Corcoran, Dayton, Greenfield, Independence, Loretto, Maple Grove, Maple
Plain, Medicine Lake, Medina, Plymouth, and Rogers, and the town of Hassan.

(2) The second council district consists of that portion of Anoka county consisting of the
cities of Columbia Heights, Fridley, Hilltop, and Spring Lake Park, and that portion of Hennepin
county consisting of the cities of Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Park, Osseo, and Robbinsdale.

(3) The third council district consists of that portion of Hennepin county consisting of the
cities of Chanhassen, Deephaven, Eden Prairie, Excelsior, Greenwood, Hopkins, Long Lake,
Minnetonka, Minnetonka Beach, Mound, Orono, Shorewood, Spring Park, Tonka Bay, Wayzata,
and Woodland.

(4) The fourth council district consists of Carver county, that portion of Hennepin county
consisting of the cities of Minnetrista and St. Bonifacius, and that portion of Scott county in
the metropolitan area.

(5) The fifth council district consists of that portion of Hennepin county consisting of the
cities of Bloomington, Edina, and Richfield, and the unorganized territory of Fort Snelling.

(6) The sixth council district consists of that portion of Hennepin county consisting of the
cities of Crystal, Golden Valley, New Hope, and St. Louis Park, and that portion of the city of
Minneapolis lying within a line described as follows: commencing at the intersection of the
southern boundary of the city of Minneapolis and Lyndale Avenue, northerly along Lyndale
Avenue to its intersection with Interstate Highway 394, easterly along Interstate Highway 394
to its intersection with Interstate Highway 94, northerly along Interstate Highway 94 to its
intersection with the second set of Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks, westerly along
that set of Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks to their intersection with the Canadian
Pacific Railway tracks, westerly and northerly along the Canadian Pacific Railway tracks to their
most westerly intersection with Bassett Creek in the city of Minneapolis, northwesterly along
Bassett Creek to its intersection with the western boundary of the city of Minneapolis, southerly
and then easterly along the western and southern boundaries of the city of Minneapolis to the
point of origin.

(7) The seventh council district consists of that portion of the city of Minneapolis lying
within a line described as follows: commencing at the intersection of the west bank of the
Mississippi River with Interstate Highway 35W, southwesterly along Interstate Highway 35W to
its intersection with State Highway 55, southerly along State Highway 55 to its intersection with
Interstate Highway 94, easterly along Interstate Highway 94 to its intersection with 20th Avenue
South, southerly along 20th Avenue South to its intersection with Cedar Avenue, southerly along
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Cedar Avenue to its intersection with East 42nd Street, westerly along East 42nd Street to its
intersection with the eastern boundary of the sixth council district, northerly and then westerly
along the eastern and northern boundaries of the sixth council district to the western boundary of
the city of Minneapolis, northerly and then easterly along the western and northern boundaries of
the city of Minneapolis to the west bank of the Mississippi River, southerly and easterly along
the west bank of the Mississippi River to the point of origin.

(8) The eighth council district consists of that portion of the city of Minneapolis not
included in the sixth or seventh council district, that portion of Hennepin county consisting of the
city of St. Anthony, and that portion of Ramsey county consisting of the city of St. Anthony.

(9) The ninth council district consists of that portion of Anoka county consisting of the
cities of Andover, Anoka, Bethel, Coon Rapids, East Bethel, Ham Lake, Oak Grove, Ramsey, and
St. Francis, and the towns of Burns and Linwood.

(10) The tenth council district consists of that portion of Anoka county consisting of the
cities of Blaine, Circle Pines, and Lexington, and that portion of Ramsey county consisting of the
cities of Arden Hills, Blaine, Falcon Heights, Lauderdale, Mounds View, New Brighton, North
Oaks, Roseville, Shoreview, and Spring Lake Park.

(11) The eleventh council district consists of that portion of Anoka county consisting of
the cities of Centerville and Lino Lakes, and the town of Columbus, and that portion of Ramsey
county consisting of the cities of Gem Lake, Little Canada, Maplewood, North St. Paul, Vadnais
Heights, and White Bear Lake, and the town of White Bear, and that portion of Washington
county consisting of the cities of Hugo, Landfall, Oakdale, and White Bear Lake.

(12) The twelfth council district consists of that portion of Washington county not included
in the eleventh council district.

(13) The thirteenth council district consists of that portion of Dakota county consisting of
the cities of Lilydale, Mendota, Mendota Heights, Sunfish Lake, and West St. Paul, and that
portion of Ramsey county consisting of that portion of the city of St. Paul lying east of Interstate
Highway 35E.

(14) The fourteenth council district consists of that portion of Ramsey county consisting of
that portion of the city St. Paul lying west of Interstate Highway 35E.

(15) The fifteenth council district consists of that portion of Dakota county consisting of
the cities of Burnsville, Inver Grove Heights, and South St. Paul, and that portion of the city of
Eagan lying north of a line described as follows: commencing at the intersection of Cliff Road
with the western boundary of the city of Eagan, easterly along Cliff Road to its intersection with
Robert Trail South and 110th Street West, then easterly along 110th Street West to the eastern
boundary of the city of Eagan.

(16) The sixteenth council district consists of that portion of Dakota county in the
metropolitan area not included in the thirteenth or fifteenth council district.

(17) In case of any discrepancy between the description of a district in this subdivision and
the district as it appears in Metropolitan Council redistricting plan MCO03, as adopted in Laws
2003, First Special Session chapter 16, section 9, the district that appears in plan MC03 governs.

Subd. 4. Chair; appointment, officers, selection; duties and compensation. (a) The
chair of the Metropolitan Council shall be appointed by the governor as the 17th voting member
thereof by and with the advice and consent of the senate to serve at the pleasure of the governor
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to represent the metropolitan area at large. Senate confirmation shall be as provided by section
15.066.

The chair of the Metropolitan Council shall, if present, preside at meetings of the council,
have the primary responsibility for meeting with local elected officials, serve as the principal
legislative liaison, present to the governor and the legislature, after council approval, the council's
plans for regional governance and operations, serve as the principal spokesperson of the council,
and perform other duties assigned by the council or by law.

(b) The Metropolitan Council shall elect other officers as it deems necessary for the
conduct of its affairs for a one-year term. A secretary and treasurer need not be members of the
Metropolitan Council. Meeting times and places shall be fixed by the Metropolitan Council and
special meetings may be called by a majority of the members of the Metropolitan Council or
by the chair. The chair and each Metropolitan Council member shall be reimbursed for actual
and necessary expenses. The annual budget of the council shall provide as a separate account
anticipated expenditures for compensation, travel, and associated expenses for the chair and
members, and compensation or reimbursement shall be made to the chair and members only
when budgeted.

(c) Each member of the council shall attend and participate in council meetings and
meet regularly with local elected officials and legislative members from the council member's
district. Each council member shall serve on at least one division committee for transportation,
environment, or community development.

(d) In the performance of its duties the Metropolitan Council may adopt policies and
procedures governing its operation, establish committees, and, when specifically authorized by
law, make appointments to other governmental agencies and districts.

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1994 ¢ 628 art 1 s 10]
Subd. 6. [Repealed, 1994 c 628 art 1 s 10]

Subd. 7. Performance and budget analyst. The council, other than the chair, may hire a
performance and budget analyst to assist the 16 council members with policy and budget analysis
and evaluation of the council's performance. The analyst may recommend and the council
may hire up to two additional analysts to assist the council with performance evaluation and
budget analysis. The analyst and any additional analysts hired shall serve at the pleasure of
the council members. The 16 members of the council may prescribe all terms and conditions
for the employment of the analyst and any additional analysts hired, including, but not limited
to, the fixing of compensation, benefits, and insurance. The analyst shall prepare the budget
for the provisions of this section and submit the budget for council approval and inclusion in
the council's overall budget.

Subd. 8. General counsel. The council may appoint a general counsel to serve at the
pleasure of the council.

History: 1975 c 135 3;, 1977 ¢ 355 6; 1978 ¢ 543 s 2,3; 1980 ¢ 378 s 2; 1982 ¢ 424 s 130,
1983 c 165 1-4; 1983 ¢ 305 s 25; 1Sp1985 ¢ 13 5 353; 1986 ¢ 444, 1986 ¢ 460 s 4-6, 1990 c 460 s
1; 1993 ¢ 3145 1,2; 1994 c 628 art 1 s4-7;, art2s 1; art 35 38, 2003 ¢ 85 2; 1Sp2003 c 16 s
1,10, 2005 c 10 art 1 s 82
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473.125 REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR.

The Metropolitan Council shall appoint a regional administrator to serve at the council's
pleasure as the principal administrative officer for the Metropolitan Council. The regional
administrator shall organize the work of the council staff. The regional administrator shall appoint
on the basis of merit and fitness, and discipline and discharge all employees in accordance with the
council's personnel policy, except (1) the performance and budget analysts provided for in section
473.123, subdivision 7, (2) the general counsel, as provided in section 473.123, subdivision 8§,
(3) employees of the offices of wastewater services and transit operations, who are appointed,
disciplined, and discharged in accordance with council personnel policies by their respective
operations managers, and (4) metropolitan transit police officers. The regional administrator
must ensure that all policy decisions of the council are carried out. The regional administrator
shall attend meetings of the council and may take part in discussions but may not vote. The
regional administrator shall recommend to the council for adoption measures deemed necessary
for efficient administration of the council, keep the council fully apprised of the financial
condition of the council, and prepare and submit an annual budget to the council for approval.
The regional administrator shall prepare and submit for approval by the council an administrative
code organizing and codifying the policies of the council, and perform other duties as prescribed
by the council. The regional administrator may be chosen from among the citizens of the nation at
large, and shall be selected on the basis of training and experience in public administration.

History: 1994 c 628 art 2 s 2; 1997 ¢ 149 s 1

473.127 ADVISORY COMMITTEES.

The Metropolitan Council may establish and appoint persons to advisory committees
to assist the Metropolitan Council in the performance of its duties. Members of the advisory
committees shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for their reasonable
expenses as determined by the Metropolitan Council.

History: /1975 c 13 s 4
473.128 [Repealed, 1986 ¢ 460 s 59]

473.129 POWERS OF METROPOLITAN COUNCIL.

Subdivision 1. General powers. The Metropolitan Council shall have and exercise all
powers which may be necessary or convenient to enable it to perform and carry out the duties and
responsibilities now existing or which may hereafter be imposed upon it by law. Such powers
include the specific powers enumerated in this section.

Subd. 2. Employees. The Metropolitan Council shall prescribe all terms and conditions
for the employment of its employees including, but not limited to, adopting a compensation
and classification plan for its employees. Employees of the Metropolitan Council are public
employees and are members of the Minnesota State Retirement System. Those employed by a
predecessor of the Metropolitan Council and transferred to it may at their option become members
of the Minnesota State Retirement System or may continue as members of the public retirement
association to which they belonged as employees of the predecessor of the Metropolitan
Council. The Metropolitan Council shall make the employer's contributions to pension funds of
its employees.
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Subd. 3. Consulting contracts. The Metropolitan Council may contract for the services of
consultants who perform engineering, legal, or services of a professional nature. Such contracts
shall not be subject to the requirements of any law relating to public bidding.

Subd. 4. Gifts and appropriations. The Metropolitan Council may accept gifts, apply for
and use grants or loans of money or other property from the United States, the state, or any person
for any Metropolitan Council purpose and may enter into agreements required in connection
therewith and may hold, use, and dispose of such moneys or property in accordance with the
terms of the gift, grant, loan, or agreement relating thereto.

Subd. 5. Local governmental participation. The Metropolitan Council may (1) participate
as a party in any proceedings originating under chapter 414, if the proceedings involve the change
in a boundary of a governmental unit in the metropolitan area, and (2) conduct studies of the
feasibility of annexing, enlarging, or consolidating units in the metropolitan area.

Subd. 6. On metro agencies. (a) The Metropolitan Council shall appoint from its
membership a member to serve with each metropolitan agency. Each member of the Metropolitan
Council so appointed on each of such agencies shall serve without a vote.

(b) The Metropolitan Council shall also appoint individuals to the governing body of the
cable communications metropolitan interconnected regional channel entity under section 238.43,
subdivision 5.

Subd. 7. Property. The council may acquire, own, hold, use, improve, operate, maintain,
lease, exchange, transfer, sell, or otherwise dispose of personal or real property, franchises,
easements, or property rights or interests of any kind.

Subd. 8. Insurance. The council may provide for self-insurance or otherwise provide
for insurance relating to any of its property, rights, or revenue, workers' compensation, public
liability, or any other risk or hazard arising from its activities, and may provide for insuring
any of its officers or employees against the risk or hazard at the expense of the council. If the
council provides for self-insurance, against its liability and the liability of its officers, employees,
and agents for damages resulting from its torts and those of its officers, employees, and agents,
including its obligation to pay basic economic loss benefits under sections 65B.41 to 65B.71,
it shall be entitled to deduct from damages and basic economic loss benefits all money paid or
payable to the persons seeking damages and benefits from all governmental entities providing
medical, hospital, and disability benefits except for payments made under the Minnesota family
investment program or medical assistance program.

Subd. 9. Investigations. When necessary and proper to the performance of its duties, the
council may enter in a reasonable manner upon any premises for the purpose of making any
reasonably necessary or proper investigations and examinations. The entry is not a trespass.
The council is liable for any actual and consequential loss, injury, or damage from the entry.
When necessary and proper to the performance of its duties, the council or its authorized agents
may require the production of accounts, books, records, memoranda, correspondence, and
other documents and papers of a person receiving financial assistance from the council, may
inspect and copy them, and may have access to and may inspect the lands, buildings, facilities,
or equipment of the person.

Subd. 10. Employee health and wellness. The council may provide a program for health
and wellness services for council employees and provide necessary staff, funds, equipment, and
facilities.
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Subd. 11. External use of existing service capacity. For purposes of this subdivision,
"service capacity" means an existing service or operation carried out by the council as authorized
by law, or existing council real or personal property, for which the council on a temporary basis has
capacity available for use outside the council. Notwithstanding other law, the council may enter
into arrangements to provide service capacity to other governmental entities or the private sector
on the terms and conditions it considers appropriate. In providing service capacity, the council:

(1) may not commit to providing the service capacity for a period in excess of five years; and

(2) must receive compensation for providing the service capacity in at least an amount
sufficient to recover the actual costs of providing the service capacity including, but not limited to,
the costs of materials and supplies, employee salaries and benefits, and administrative overhead.

Subd. 12. Best value procurement alternative. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of
section 471.345, the council may award a contract for the purchase of transit vehicles to the
vendor or contractor offering the best value under a request for proposals. For the purposes of
this subdivision, "transit vehicles" means buses and coaches, commuter rail locomotives and
coach cars, light rail vehicles, and paratransit vehicles that are used to provide transit and special
transportation service pursuant to sections 473.371 to 473.449.

(b) For the purposes of this subdivision, "best value" describes a result intended in the
acquisition of goods and services described in paragraph (a). Price must be one of the evaluation
criteria when acquiring such goods and services. Other evaluation criteria may include, but are
not limited to, environmental considerations, quality, and vendor or contractor performance. A
best value determination must be based on the evaluation criteria detailed in the solicitation
document. If criteria other than price are used, the solicitation document must state the relative
importance of price and other factors.

History: 1975 ¢ 1356, 1975 ¢ 2715 6; 1985 ¢ 285 s 48; 1986 ¢ 444; 1994 c 628 art 3 s 39;
1997 ¢ 725 1; 1999 ¢ 1595 132; 2002 ¢ 320s 1; 2003 c 2 art 55 11; 2010 ¢ 273 s 1

473.1293 ENERGY FORWARD PRICING MECHANISMS.
Subdivision 1. Definitions. The following definitions apply in this section.

(a) "Energy" means natural gas, heating oil, diesel fuel, or any other energy source, except
electric, used in Metropolitan Council operations.

(b) "Forward pricing mechanism" means either:

(1) a contract or financial instrument that obligates an entity to buy or sell a specified
amount of an energy commodity at a future date and at a set price; or

(2) an option to buy or sell the contract or financial instrument.

Subd. 2. Authority provided. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the council
may use forward pricing mechanisms for budget risk reduction.

Subd. 3. Conditions. (a) Forward pricing transactions made under this section must be
made only under the conditions in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d).

(b) The amount of energy forward priced must not exceed the estimated energy usage for
council operations for the period of time covered by the forward pricing mechanism.

(c) The holding period and expiration date for any forward pricing mechanism must not
exceed 24 months from the trade date of the transaction.
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(d) Separate accounts must be established for each operational energy for which forward
pricing mechanisms are used under this section.

Subd. 4. Written policies and procedures. Before exercising authority under subdivision
2, the council must have written policies and procedures governing the use of forward pricing
mechanisms.

Subd. 5. Oversight process. (a) Before exercising authority under subdivision 2, the
governing body of the council must establish an oversight process that provides for review of