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17.03 POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER.
" [For text of subds 1 fo i1, see M.S.2008]

Subd. 12. Contracts; appropriation. The commissioner may accept money as part
of a contract with any public or private entity to provide statutorily prescribed services by
the department. A contract must specify the services to be provided by the department and
the amount and method of reimbursement. Money generated in a contractual agreement
under this section must be deposited in a special revenue fund and is appropriated to the
department for purposes of providing services specified in the contracts. Contracts under
this section must be processed in accordance with section 16C.05.

[For text of subd 13, see M.5.2008]
History: 2009 c 94 art 15 9
17.114 SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2008]
Subd. 3. Duties. (a) The commissioner shall:

(1) establish a clearinghouse and provide information, appropriate educational
opportunities and other assistance to individuals, producers, and groups about sustainable
agricultural techniques, practices, and opportunities;

(2) survey producers and support services and organizations to determine information
and research needs in the area of sustainable agricultural practices;

(3) demonstrate the on-farm applicability of sustainable agriculture practices to
conditions in this state;

(4) coordinate the efforts of state agencies regarding activities relating to sustainable
agriculture;

(5) direct the programs of the department so as to work toward the sustainability of
agriculture in this state;

(6) inform agencies of how state or federal programs could utilize and support
sustainable agriculture practices;

(7) work closely with farmers, the University of Minnesota, and other appropriate
organizations to identify opportunities and needs as well as assure coordination and avoid
duplication of state agency efforts regarding research, teaching, and extension work relating
to sustainable agriculture;

(8) work cooperatively with local governments and others to strengthen the connection
between farmers who practice sustainable farming methods and urban, rural, and
suburban consumers, including, but not limited to, promoting local farmers' markets and
community-supported agriculture; and
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(9) report to the Environmental Quality Board for review and then to the house of
representatives and senate committees with jurisdiction over the environment, natural
resources, and agriculturc every even-numbered year.

(b) The report under paragraph (a), clause (9), must include:

(1) the presentation and analysis of findings regarding the current status and trends
regarding the economic condition of producers; the status of soil and water resources
utilized by production agriculture; the magnitude of off-farm inputs used; and the amount
of nonrenewable resources used by Minnesota farmers;

(2) a description of current state or federal programs directed toward sustainable
agriculture including significant results and experiences of those programs;

(3) a description of specific actions the Department of Agriculture is taking in the area
of sustainable agriculture, including, but not limited to, specific actions to strengthen the
connection between sustainable farmers and consumers under paragraph (a), clause (8);

(4) a description of current and future research needs at all levels in the area of
sustainable agriculture; and

(5) suggestions for changes in existing programs or polici'es or enactment of new
programs or policies that will affect farm profitability, maintain soil and water quality,
reduce input costs, or lessen dependence upon nonrenewable resources.

[For text of subd 4, see M.S.2008]
History: 2009 ¢ 94 art 1 s 10 |
17.115 SHARED SAVINGS LOAN PROGRAM.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2008]

Subd. 2. Loan criteria. (a) The shared savings loan program must provide loans for
purchase of new or used machinery and installation of equipment for projects that make
environmental improvements and enhance farm profitability. Eligible ‘loan uses do not
include seed, fertilizer, or fuel.

(b) Loans may not exceed $40,000 per individual applying for a loan and may not
exceed $160,000 for loans to four or more individuals on joint projects. The loan repayment
period may be up to seven years as determined by project cost and energy savings. The
interest rate on the loans must not exceed six percent.

(c) Loans mé_y only be made to residents of this state engaged in farming.
" [For tevt ofsubds 310 5, see M.S. 7008]
Hlstory 2009 c94art sl
17.118 LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT GRANT PROGRAM
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2008]

Subd. 2. Definitions. (a) For the purposes of this section, the terms defined in this
subdivision have the meanings given them.

(b) "Livestock" means beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, poultry, goats, mules, farmed
cervidae, ratitae, bison, sheep, horses, and llamas.

(c) "Qualifying expenditures" means the amount spent for:

(1) the acquisition, construction, or improvement of buildings or facilities for the
production of livestock or livestock products;

(2) the development of pasture for use by livestock including, but not limited to, the
acquisition, development, or improvement of:
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(i) lanes used by livestock that connect pastures to a central location;

(ii) Watering systems for livestock on pasture including water lines, booster pumps,
and well installations;

(iii) livestock stream crossing stabilization; and
(iv) fences; or

(3) the acquisition of equipment for livestock housing, confinement, feeding, and waste
management including, but not limited to, the following:

(i) freestall barns;

(ii) watering facilitics;

(iii) feed storage and handling equipment;
(iv) milking parlors;

(v) robotic equipment;

(vi) scales; )

(vii) milk storage and cooling facilities;
(viii) bulk tanks;

(ix) computer hardware and software and associated equipment used to monitor the
productivity and feeding of livestock;

(x) manure pumping and storage facilities;

(xi) swine farrowing facilities;

(xii) swine and cattle finishing barns;

(xiii) calving facilities;

(xiv) digesters;

(xv) equipment used to produce energy;

(kvi) on-farm processing facilities equipment;

(xvii) fences; and

(xviii) livestock pens and corrals and sorting, restraining, and loading chutes.

Except for qualifying pasture development expenditures under clause (2), qualifying
expenditures only include amounts that are allowed to be capitalized and deducted under
either section 167 or 179 of the Internal Revenue Code in computing federal taxable income.
Qualifying expenditures do not include an amount paid to refinance existing debt.

(d) "Qualifying period" means, for a grant awarded during a fiscal year, that full
calendar year of which the first six months precede the first day of the current fiscal year.
For example, an eligible person who makes qualifying expenditures during calendar year
2008 is eligible to receive a livestock investment grant between July 1, 2008, and June 30,
2009. -

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.2008]

Subd. 4. Process. The commissioner, in consultation with the chairs and ranking
minority members of the house of representatives and senate committees with jurisdiction
over agriculture finance, shall develop competitive eligibility criteria and may allocate
grants on a needs basis. The commissioner shall place any eligible unfunded applications
on a waiting list and, notwithstanding subdivision 2, paragraph (d), give them consideration
during the next fiscal year in which program funding is available. The commissioner shall
notify in writing any applicant who applies for a grant and is ineligible under the provisions
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of this section as well as any applicant whose application is recelved or reviewed after the
fiscal year funding limit has been reached.

History: 2009 ¢ 94 art 151213 _ _
17.49 AQUACULTURE PROGRAM AND PROMOTION. |
[For text of subds 2 and 2a, see M.S.2008]
Subd. 3. [Repealed, 2009 c 94 art 1 s 107]
17.4981 GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR REGULATION OF AQUATIC FARMS.

(a) Aquatic farms are licensed to culture private aquatic life. Cultured aquatic life is not
wildlife. Aquatic farms must be licensed and given classifications to prevent or minimize
impacts on natural resources. The purpose of sections 17.4981 to 17.4997 is:to:

(1) prevent public aquatic life from entering an aquatic farm;

(2) prevent release of nonindigenous or exotic species into public waters without
approval of the commissioner;

(3) protect against release of disease pathogens to public waters;
(4) protect existing natural aquatic habitats and the wildlife dependent on them; and
(5) protect private aquatic life from unauthorized taking or harvest.

(b) Private aquatic life that is legally acquired and possessed is an article of interstate
commerce and may be restricted only as necessary to protect state fish and water resources.

" (c) The commissioner of natural resources shall establish license and other fees as
provided in scction 16A.1285, subdivision 2, that would make aquaculture licensing and
enforcement self-sustaining. Notwithstanding section 16A.1283, the commissioner may, by
written order published in the State Register, establish the fees required by this section. The
fees are not subject to the rulemaking provisions of chapter 14, and section 14.386 does not
apply. The commissioner shall develop best management practices for aquaculture to ensure
the long-term sustainability of aquaculture and wetlands used for aquaculture, including,
but not limited to, fish farming in man-made ponds.

History: 2009 ¢ 176 art 2 s 2
17.4986 IMPORTATION OF AQUATIC LIFE.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2008]

Subd. 2. Licensed facilities. (a) The commissioner shall issue transportation permits
to import:

(1) indigenous and naturalized species except trout, salmon, catfish, or species on the
official list of viral hemorrhagic septicemia susceptible species published by the United
States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services, and sperm
from any source to a standard facility;

(2) trout, salmon, catfish, or species on the official list of viral hemorrhagic septicemia
susceptible species published by the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Services, from a nonemergency enzootic disease area to a
containment facility if the fish are certified within the previous year to be free of certifiable
diseases, except that eggs with enteric redmouth, whirling disease, or furunculosis may
be imported following treatment approved by the commissioner, and fish with bacterial
kidney disease or viral hemorrhagic septicemia may be imported into areas where the
disease has becen identified as being present; and

(3) trout, salmon, catfish, or species on the official list of viral hemorrhagic septicemia
susceptible species published by the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal
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and Plant Health Inspection Services, from a facility in a nonemergency enzootic disease
area with a disease-free history of three years or more to a standard facility, except that
eggs with enteric redmouth, whirling disease, or furunculosis may be imported following
treatment approved by the commissioner, and fish with bacterial kidney disease or viral
hemorrhagic septicemia may be imported into areas where the disease has been identified
as being present,

(b) If a source facility in a nonemergency enzootic disease area cannot demonstrate a
history free from discase, aquatic life may only be imported into a quarantine facility.

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S.2008]
~ History: 2009 c 86 art 158
17.4988 LICENSE AND INSPECTION FEES.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2008]

Subd. 3. Inspection and additional fees. Notwithstanding section 16A.1283, the
commissioner may, by written order published in the State Register, establish fees for the
scrvices listed in clauses (1) .to (3) and the additional fee required under subdivision 2,
paragraph (a). The fees must be set in an amount that does not recover significantly more
or less than the cost of providing the service. The fees are not subject to the rulemaking
provisions of chapter 14 and section 14.386 does not apply. The services covered under
this provision include: '

(1) initial inspection of each water to be licensed; -

(2) fish health inspection and certification, including initial tissue sample collection,
basic fish health assessment, viral pathogen testing, and bacteriological testing; and

(3) initial inspection for containment and quarantine facility inspections.
[For text of subd 4, see M.S.2008]
History: 2009 c 176 art 2 s 3
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