
33 CHILD CARE PROGRAMS U9B.05

CHAPTER 119B 

CHILD CARE PROGRAMS
119B.011 DEFINITIONS. 119B.125 PROVIDER REQUIREMENTS.
119B.035 AT-HOME INFANT CHILD CARE 119B.13 CHILD CARE RATES.

PROGRAM. 119B.21 CHILD CARE SERVICES GRANTS.
119B.05 MFIP CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE 119B.231 SCHOOL READINESS SERVICE

PROGRAM. AGREEMENTS.
119B.08 REPORTING AND PAYMENTS. 119B.232 FAMILY. FRIEND, AND NEIGHBOR
119B.09 FINANCIAL ELIGIBILITY. GRANT PROGRAM.
119B.12 SLIDING FEE SCALE.

119B.011 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 13, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 13a. Family stabilization services. “Family stabilization services” means the 
services under section 256J.575.

[For text o f subds 14 to 22, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 3

119B.035 AT-HOME INFANT CHILD CARE PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. Establishment. A family in which a parent provides care for the fami­

ly’s infant child may receive a subsidy in lieu of assistance if the family is eligible for or is 
receiving assistance under the basic sliding fee program. An eligible family must meet the 
eligibility factors under section 119B.09, except as provided in subdivision 4, and the re­
quirements of this section. Subject to federal match and maintenance of effort requirements 
for the child care and development fund, and up to available appropriations, the commission­
er shall provide assistance under the at-home infant child care program and for administra­
tive costs associated with the program. At the end of a fiscal year, the commissioner may 
carry forward any unspent funds under this section to the next fiscal year within the same 
biennium for assistance under the basic sliding fee program.

[For text o f subds 2 to 5, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 4

119B.05 MFIP CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. Eligible participants. Families eligible for child care assistance under 

the MFIP child care program are:
(1) MFIP participants who are employed or in job search and meet the requirements of 

section 119B.10;
(2) persons who are members of transition year families under section 119B.011, subdi­

vision 20, and meet the requirements of section 119B.10;
(3) families who are participating in employment orientation or job search, or other em­

ployment or training activities that are included in an approved employability development 
plan under section 256J.95;

(4) MFIP families who are participating in work job search, job support, employment, 
or training activities as required in their employment plan, or in appeals, hearings, assess­
ments, or orientations according to chapter 256J;

(5) MFIP families who are participating in social services activities under chapter 256J 
as required in their employment plan approved according to chapter 256J;

(6) families who are participating in services or activities that are included in an ap­
proved family stabilization plan under section 256J.575;
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119B.05 CHILD CAKE PROGRAMS 34

(7) families who are participating in programs as required in tribal contracts under sec­
tion 119B.02, subdivision 2, or 256.01, subdivision 2; and

(8) families who are participating in the transition year extension under section 
119B.011, subdivision 20a.

[For text o f subds 4 and 5, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 5

119B.08 REPORTING AND PAYMENTS.

[For text o f subds I to 3, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 2007 c 147 art 2 s 63J

119B.09 FINANCIAL ELIGIBILITY.

[For text o f subds 1 to 6, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 7. Date of eligibility for assistance, (a) The date of eligibility for child care as­
sistance under this chapter is the later of the date the application was signed; the beginning 
date of employment, education, or training; the date the infant is bom for applicants to the 
at-homc infant care program; or the date a determination has been made that the applicant is 
a participant in employment and training services under Minnesota Rules, part 3400.0080, or 
chapter 256J.

(b) Payment ceases for a family under the at-home infant child care program when a 
family has used a total of 12 months of assistance as specified under section 119B.035. Pay­
ment of child care assistance for employed persons on MFIP is effective the date of employ­
ment or the date of MFIP eligibility, whichever is later. Payment of child care assistance for 
MFIP or DWP participants in employment and training services is effective the date of com­
mencement of the services or the date of MFIP or DWP eligibility, whichever is later. Pay­
ment of child care assistance for transition year child care must be made retroactive to the 
date of eligibility for transition year child care.

[For text o f subds 8 to 10, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 11. Payment of other child care expenses. Payment by a source other than the 
family, of pail or all of a family’s child care expenses not payable under this chapter, does not 
affect the family's eligibility for child care assistance, and the amount paid is excluded from 
the family’s income, if the funds are paid directly to the family’s child care provider on behalf 
of the family. Child care providers who accept third-party payments must maintain family- 
specific documentation of payment source, amount, type of expenses, and time period cov­
ered by the payment.

Subd. 12. Sliding fee. Child care services to families must be made available on a slid­
ing fee basis. The commissioner shall convert eligibility requirements in section 119B.09 
and parent fee schedules in section 119B. 12 to state median income, based on a family size of 
three, adjusted for family size, by July 1, 2008. The commissioner shall report to the 2008 
legislature with the necessary statutory changes to codify this conversion to state median in­
come.

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 6 -8

U9B.12 SLIDING FEE SCALE.
Subdivision 1. Fee schedule. In setting the sliding fee schedule, the commissioner shall 

exclude from the amount of income used to determine eligibility an amount for federal and 
state income and Social Security taxes attributable to that income level according to federal 
and state standardized tax tables. The commissioner shall base the parent fee on the ability of 
the family to pay for child care. The fee schedule must be designed to use any available tax 
credits.
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35 CHILD CARE PROGRAMS 119B.12

PARENT FEE SCHEDULE. The parent fee schedule is as follows:

Co-payment (as a percentage of adjusted 
gross income)
$0/month 
$5/month 
2.61%
2.61%
2.61%
2.61%
2.91%
2.91%
2.91%
2.91%
3.21%
3.21%
3.21%
3.84%
3.84%
4.46%
4.76%
5.05%
5.65%
5.95%
6.24%
6.84%
7.58%
8.33%
9.20%
10.07%
10.94%
11.55%
12.16%
12.77%
13.38%
14.00% 
ineligible

Income Range (as a percent of the federal 
poverty guidelines)
0-74.99%
75.00-99.99%
100.00-104.99%
105.00-109.99%
110.00-114.99%
115.00-119.99%
120.00-124.99%
125.00-129.99%
130.00-134.99%
135.00-139.99%
140.00-144.99%
145.00-149.99%
150.00-154.99%
155.00-159.99%
160.00-164.99%
165.00-169.99%
170.00-174.99%
175.00-179.99%
180.00-184.99%
185.00-189.99%
190.00-194.99%
195.00-199.99%
200.00-204.99%
205.00-209.99%
210.00-214.99%
215.00-219.99%
220.00-224.99%
225.00-229.99%
230.00-234.99%
235.00-239.99%
240.00-244.99%
245.00-249.99%
250%

A family’s monthly co-payment fee is the fixed percentage established for the income 
range multiplied by the highest possible income within that income range.

Subd. 2. Parent fee. A family must be assessed a parent fee for each service period. A 
family’s parent fee must be a fixed percentage of its annual gross income. Parent fees must 
apply to families eligible for child care assistance under sections 119B.03 and 119B.05. In­
come must be as defined in section 119B.011, subdivision 15. The fixed percent is based on 
the relationship of the family’s annual gross income to 100 percent of the annual federal pov­
erty guidelines. Parent fees must begin at 75 percent of the poverty level. The minimum par­
ent fees for families between 75 percent and 100 percent of poverty level must be $5 per 
month. Parent fees must provide for graduated movement to full payment. Payment of part or 
all of a family’s parent fee directly to the family’s child care provider on behalf of the family 
by a source other than the family shall not affect the family’s eligibility for child care assis­
tance, and the amount paid shall be excluded from the family’s income. Child care providers
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119B.12 CHILD CARE PROGRAMS 36

who accept third-party payments must maintain family specific documentation of payment 
source, amount, and time period covered by the payment.

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 9

119B.125 PROVIDER REQUIREMENTS.
[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Persons who cannot be authorized, (a) A person who meets any of the condi­
tions under paragraphs (b) to (n) must not be authorized as a legal nonlicensed family child 
care provider. To determine whether any of the listed conditions exist, the county must re­
quest information about the provider from the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, the juve­
nile courts, and social service agencies. When one of the listed entities does not maintain in­
formation on a statewide basis, the county must contact the entity in the county where the 
provider resides and any other county in which the provider previously resided in the past 
year. For purposes of this subdivision, a finding that a delinquency petition is proven in juve­
nile court must be considered a conviction in state district court. If a county has determined 
that a provider is able to be authorized in that county, and a family in another county later 
selects that provider, the provider is able to be authorized in the second county without under­
going a new background investigation unless one of the following conditions exists:

(1) two years have passed since the first authorization;
(2) another person age 13 or older has joined the provider’s household since the last au­

thorization;
(3) a current household member has turned 13 since the last authorization; or
(4) there is reason to believe that a household member has a factor that prevents authori­

zation.
(b) The person has been convicted of one of the following offenses or has admitted to 

committing or a preponderance of the evidence indicates that the person has committed an 
act that meets the definition of one of the following offenses: sections 609.185 to 609.195, 
murder in the first, second, or third degree; 609.2661 to 609.2663, murder of an unborn child 
in the first, second, or third degree; 609.322, solicitation, inducement, promotion of prostitu­
tion, or receiving profit from prostitution; 609.342 to 609.345, criminal sexual conduct in the 
first, second, third, or fourth degree; 609.352, solicitation of children to engage in sexual 
conduct; 609.365, incest; 609.377, felony malicious punishment of a child; 617.246, use of 
minors in sexual performance; 617.247, possession of pictorial representation of a minor; 
609.2242 to 609.2243, felony domestic assault; a felony offense of spousal abuse; a felony 
offense of child abuse or neglect; a felony offense of a crime against children; or an attempt or 
conspiracy to commit any of these offenses as defined in Minnesota Statutes; or an offense in 
any other state or country where the elements are substantially similar to any of the offenses 
listed in this paragraph.

(c) Less than 15 years have passed since the discharge of the sentence imposed for the 
offense and the person has received a felony conviction for one of the following offenses, or 
the person has admitted to committing or a preponderance of the evidence indicates that the 
person has committed an act that meets the definition of a felony conviction for one of the 
following offenses: sections 609.20 to 609.205, manslaughter in the first or second degree; 
609.21, criminal vehicular homicide; 609.215, aiding suicide or aiding attempted suicide; 
609.221 to 609.2231, assault in the first, second, third, or fourth degree; 609.224, repeat of­
fenses of fifth degree assault; 609.228, great bodily harm caused by distribution of drugs; 
609.2325, criminal abuse of a vulnerable adult; 609.2335, financial exploitation of a vulner­
able adult; 609.235, use of drugs to injure or facilitate a crime; 609.24, simple robbery; 
617.241, repeat offenses of obscene materials and performances; 609.245, aggravated rob­
bery; 609.25, kidnapping; 609.255, false imprisonment; 609.2664 to 609.2665, manslaugh­
ter of an unborn child in the first or second degree; 609.267 to 609.2672, assault of an unborn 
child in the first, second, or third degree; 609.268, injury or death of an unborn child in the 
commission of a crime; 609.27, coercion; 609.275, attempt to coerce; 609.324, subdivision
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37 CHILD CARE PROGRAMS 119B.I25

1, other prohibited acts, minor engaged in prostitution; 609.3451, repeat offenses of criminal 
sexual conduct in the fifth degree; 609.378, neglect or endangerment of a child; 609.52, theft; 
609.521, possession of shoplifting gear; 609.561 to 609.563, arson in the first, second, or 
third degree; 609.582, burglary in the first, second, third, or fourth degree; 609.625, aggra­
vated forgery; 609.63, forgery; 609.631, check forgery, offering a forged check; 609.635, 
obtaining signature by false pretenses; 609.66, dangerous weapon; 609.665, setting a spring 
gun; 609.67, unlawfully owning, possessing, or operating a machine gun; 609.687, adultera­
tion; 609.71, riot; 609.713, terrorist threats; 609.749, harassment, stalking; 260C.301, ter­
mination of parental rights; 152.021 to 152.022 and 152.0262, controlled substance crime in 
the first or second degree; 152.023, subdivision 1, clause (3) or (4), or 152.023, subdivision
2, clause (4), controlled substance crime in third degree; 152.024, subdivision 1, clause (2),
(3), or (4), controlled substance crime in fourth degree; 617.23, repeat offenses of indecent 
exposure; an attempt or conspiracy to commit any of these offenses as defined in Minnesota 
Statutes; or an offense in any other state or country where the elements are substantially simi­
lar to any of the offenses listed in this paragraph.

(d) Less than ten years have passed since the discharge of the sentence imposed for the 
offense and the person has received a gross misdemeanor conviction for one of the following 
offenses or the person has admitted to committing or a preponderance of the evidence indi­
cates that the person has committed an act that meets the definition of a gross misdemeanor 
conviction for one of the following offenses: sections 609.224, fifth degree assault; 609.2242 
to 609.2243, domestic assault; 518B.01, subdivision 14, violation of an order for protection; 
609.3451, fifth degree criminal sexual conduct; 609.746, repeat offenses of interference with 
privacy; 617.23, repeat offenses of indecent exposure; 617.241, obscene materials and per­
formances; 617.243, indecent literature, distribution; 617.293, disseminating or displaying 
harmful material to minors; 609.71, riot; 609.66, dangerous weapons; 609.749, harassment, 
stalking; 609.224, subdivision 2, paragraph (c), fifth degree assault against a vulnerable 
adult by a caregiver; 609.23, mistreatment of persons confined; 609.231, mistreatment of 
residents or patients; 609.2325, criminal abuse of a vulnerable adult; 609.2335, financial ex­
ploitation of a vulnerable adult; 609.233, criminal neglect of a vulnerable adult; 609.234, 
failure to report maltreatment of a vulnerable adult; 609.72, subdivision 3, disorderly con­
duct against a vulnerable adult; 609.265, abduction; 609.378, neglect or endangerment of a 
child; 609.377, malicious punishment of a child; 609.324, subdivision la, other prohibited 
acts, minor engaged in prostitution; 609.33, disorderly house; 609.52, theft; 609.582, bur­
glary in the first, second, third, or fourth degree; 609.631, check forgery, offering a forged 
check; 609.275, attempt to coerce; an attempt or conspiracy to commit any of these offenses 
as defined in Minnesota Statutes; or an offense in any other state or country where the ele­
ments are substantially similar to any of the offenses listed in this paragraph.

(e) Less than seven years have passed since the discharge of the sentence imposed for 
the offense and the person has received a misdemeanor conviction for one of the following 
offenses or the person has admitted to committing or a preponderance of the evidence indi­
cates that the person has committed an act that meets the definition of a misdemeanor convic­
tion for one of the following offenses: sections 609.224, fifth degree assault; 609.2242, do­
mestic assault; 518B.01, violation of an order for protection; 609.3232, violation of an order 
for protection; 609.746, interference with privacy; 609.79, obscene or harassing telephone 
calls; 609.795, letter, telegram, or package opening, harassment; 617.23, indecent exposure; 
609.2672, assault of an unborn child, third degree; 617.293, dissemination and display of 
harmful materials to minors; 609.66, dangerous weapons; 609.665, spring guns; an attempt 
or conspiracy to commit any of these offenses as defined in Minnesota Statutes; or an offense 
in any other state or country where the elements are substantially similar to any of the of­
fenses listed in this paragraph.

(f) The person has been identified by the child protection agency in the county where the 
provider resides or a county where the provider has resided or by the statewide child protec­
tion database as a person found by a preponderance of evidence under section 626.556 to be 
responsible for physical or sexual abuse of a child within the last seven years.
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119B.125 CHILD CARE PROGRAMS 38

(g) The person has been identified by the adult protection agency in the county where 
the provider resides or a county where the provider has resided or by the statewide adult 
protection database as the person responsible for abuse or neglect of a vulnerable adult with­
in.the last seven years.

(h) The person has refused to give written consent for disclosure of criminal history 
records.

(i) The person has been denied a family child care license or has received a fine or a 
sanction as a licensed child care provider that has not been reversed on appeal.

(j) The person has a family child care licensing disqualification that has not been set 
aside.

(k) The person has admitted or a county has found that there is a preponderance of evi­
dence that fraudulent information was given to the county for child care assistance applica­
tion purposes or was used in submitting child care assistance bills for payment.

(1) The person has been convicted of the crime of theft by wrongfully obtaining public 
assistance or has been found guilty of wrongfully obtaining public assistance by a federal 
court, state court, or an administrative hearing determination or waiver, through a disqualifi­
cation consent agreement, as part of an approved diversion plan under section 401.065, or a 
court-ordered stay with probationary or other conditions.

(m) The person has a household member age 13 or older who has access to children dur­
ing the hours that care is provided and who meets one of the conditions listed in paragraphs
(b) to (1).

(n) The person has a household member ages ten to 12 who has access to children during 
the hours that care is provided; information or circumstances exist which provide the county 
with articulable suspicion that further pertinent information may exist showing the house­
hold member meets one of the conditions listed in paragraphs (b) to (1); and the household 
member actually meets one of the conditions listed in paragraphs (b) to (1).

[For text o f subds 3 to 6, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 10

119B.13 CHILD CARE RATES.
Subdivision 1. Subsidy restrictions, (a) Beginning July 1, 2006, the maximum rate 

paid for child care assistance in any county or multicounty region under the child care fund 
shall be the rate for like-care arrangements in the county effective January 1,2006, increased 
by six percent.

(b) Rate changes shall be implemented for services provided in September 2006 unless 
a participant eligibility redetermination or a new provider agreement is completed between 
July 1, 2006, and August 31, 2006.

As necessary, appropriate notice of adverse action must be made according to Minneso­
ta Rules, part 3400.0185, subparts 3 and 4.

New cases approved on or after July 1, 2006, shall have the maximum rates under para­
graph (a), implemented immediately.

(c) Every year, the commissioner shall survey rates charged by child care providers in 
Minnesota to determine die 75th percentile for like-care arrangements in counties. When the 
commissioner determines that, using the commissioner’s established protocol, the number 
of providers responding to the survey is too small to determine the 75th percentile rate for 
like-care arrangements in a county or multicounty region, the commissioner may establish 
the 75th percentile maximum rate based on like-care arrangements in a county, region, or 
category that the commissioner deems to be similar.

(d) A rate which includes a special needs rate paid under subdivision 3 or under a school 
readiness service agreement paid under section 119B.231, may be in excess of the maximum 
rate allowed under this subdivision.
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(e) The department shall monitor the effect of this paragraph on provider rates. The 
county shall pay the provider’s full charges for every child in care up to the maximum estab­
lished. The commissioner shall determine the maximum rate for each type of care on an hour­
ly, full-day, and weekly basis, including special needs and disability care.

(f) When the provider charge is greater than the maximum provider rate allowed, the 
parent is responsible for payment of the difference in the rates in addition to any family co­
payment fee;

[For text ofsubds la  and 3, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 3a. Provider rate differential for accreditation. A family child care provider or 
child care center shall be paid a 15 percent differential above the maximum rate established 
in subdivision 1, up to the actual provider rate, if the provider or center holds a current early 
childhood development credential or is accredited. For a family child care provider, early 
childhood development credential and accreditation includes an individual who has earned a 
child development associate degree, a child development associate credential, a diploma in 
child development from a Minnesota state technical college, or a bachelor’s or post baccalau­
reate degree in early childhood education from an accredited college or university, or who is 
accredited by the National Association for Family Child Care or the Competency Based 
Training and Assessment Program. For a child care center, accreditation includes accredita­
tion by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, the Council on Ac­
creditation, the National Early Childhood Program Accreditation, the National School-Age 
Care Association, or the National Head Start Association Program of Excellence. For Mon- 
tessori programs, accreditation includes the American Montessori Society, Association of 
Montessori Intemational-USA, or the National Center for Montessori Education.

[For text ofsubds 4 to 6, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 7. Absent days, (a) Child care providers may not be reimbursed for more than 25 
full-day absent days per child, excluding holidays, in a fiscal year, or for more than ten con­
secutive full-day absent days, unless the child has a documented medical condition that 
causes more frequent absences. Absences due to a documented medical condition of a parent 
or sibling who lives in the same residence as the child receiving child care assistance do not 
count against the 25-day absent day limit in a fiscal year. Documentation of medical condi­
tions must be on the forms and submitted according to the timelines established by the com­
missioner. A public health nurse or school nurse may verify the illness in lieu of a medical 
practitioner. If a provider sends a child home early due to a medical reason, including, but not 
limited to, fever or contagious illness, the child care center director or lead teacher may verify 
the illness in lieu of a medical practitioner. If a child attends for part of the time authorized to 
be in care in a day, but is absent for part of the time authorized to be in care in that same day, 
the absent time will be reimbursed but the time will not count toward the ten consecutivc or
25 cumulative absent day limits. Children in families where at least one parent is under the 
age of 21, does not have a high school or general equivalency diploma, and is a student in a 
school district or another similar program that provides or arranges for child care, as well as 
parenting, social services, career and employment supports, and academic support to achieve 
high school graduation, may be exempt from the absent day limits upon request of the pro­
gram and approval of the county. If a child attends part of an authorized day, payment to the 
provider must be for the full amount of care authorized for that day. Child care providers may 
only be reimbursed for absent days if the provider has a written policy for child absences and 
charges all other families in care for similar absences.

(b) Child care providers must be reimbursed for up to ten federal or state holidays or 
designated holidays per year when the provider charges all families for these days and the 
holiday or designated holiday falls on a day when the child is authorized to be in attendance. 
Parents may substitute other cultural or religious holidays for the ten recognized state and 
federal holidays. Holidays do not count toward the ten consecutive or 25 cumulative absent 
day limits.
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(c) A family or child care provider may not be assessed an overpayment for an absent 
day payment unless (1) there was an error in the amount of care authorized for the family, (2) 
all of the allowed full-day absent payments for the child have been paid, or (3) the family or 
provider did not timely report a change as required under law.

(d) The provider and family must receive notification of the number of absent days used 
upon initial provider authorization for a family and when the family has used 15 cumulative 
absent days. Upon statewide implementation of the Minnesota Electronic Child Care Sys­
tem, the provider and family authorization for a family and ongoing notification of the num­
ber of absent days used as of the date of the notification.

(e) A county may pay for more absent days than the statewide absent day policy estab­
lished under this subdivision if current market practice in the county justifies payment for 
those additional days. County policies for payment of absent days in excess of the statewide 
absent day policy and justification for these county policies must be included in the county’s 
child care fund plan under section 119B.08, subdivision 3.

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 11-13
NOTK: The amendment to subdivision 7 by Laws 2007, chapter 147, article 2, section 13, is effective January 1,2009. Laws 

2007, chapter 147, article 2, section 64.

119B.21 CHILD CARE SERVICES GRANTS.

[For text o f subds 1 and 3, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 5. Child care services grants, (a) A child care resource and referral program 
designated under section 119B.19, subdivision la, may award child care services grants for:

(1) creating new licensed child care facilities and expanding existing facilities, includ­
ing, but not limited to, supplies, equipment, facility renovation, and remodeling;

(2) improving licensed child care facility programs;
(3) staff training and development services including, but not limited to, in-service 

training, curriculum development, accreditation, certification, consulting, resource centers, 
program and resource materials, supporting effective teacher-child interactions, child-fo- 
cused teaching, and content-driven classroom instruction;

(4) interim financing;
(5) capacity building through the purchase of appropriate technology to create, en­

hance, and maintain business management systems;
(6) emergency assistance for child care programs;
(7) new programs or projects for the creation, expansion, or improvement of programs 

that serve ethnic immigrant and refugee communities; and
(8) targeted recruitment initiatives to expand and build the capacity of the child care 

system and to improve the quality of care provided by legal nonlicensed child care providers.
(b) A child care resource and referral program designated under section 119B.19, subdi­

vision la, may award child care services grants to:
(1) licensed providers;
(2) providers in the process of being licensed;
(3) corporations or public agencies that develop or provide child care services;
(4) school-age care programs; or
(5) any combination of clauses (1) to (4).

Unlicensed providers are only eligible for grants under paragraph (a), clause (7).
(c) A recipient of a child care services grant for facility improvements, interim financ­

ing, or staff training and development must provide a 25 percent local match.

[For text o f subd 10, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 14
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119B.231 SCHOOL READINESS SERVICE AGREEMENTS.
Subdivision 1. Overview, (a) Effective July 1, 2007, funds must be made available to 

allow the commissioner to pay higher rates to up to 50 child care providers who are deemed 
by the commissioner to meet the requirements of a school readiness service agreement 
(SRSA) provider and perform services that support school readiness for children and eco­
nomic stability for parents.

(b) A provider may be paid a rate above that currently allowed under section 119B. 13 if:
(1) the provider has entered into an SRSA with the commissioner;
(2) a family using that provider receives child care assistance under any provision in 

chapter 119B except section 119B.035;
(3) the family using that provider meets the criteria in this section; and
(4) funding is available under this section.
Subd. 2. Provider eligibility, (a) To be considered for an SRSA, a provider shall apply 

to the commissioner. To be eligible to apply for an SRSA, a provider shall:
(1) be eligible for child care assistance payments under chapter 119B;
(2) have at least 25 percent of the children enrolled with the provider subsidized through 

the child care assistance program;
(3) provide full-time, full-ycar child care services; and
(4) serve at least one child who is subsidized through the child care assistance program 

and who is expected to.enter kindergarten within the following 30 months..
(b) The commissioner may waive the 25 percent requirement in paragraph (a), clause

(2), if necessary to achieve geographic distribution of SRSA providers and diversity of types 
of care provided by SRSA providers.

(c) An eligible provider who would like to enter into an SRSA with the commissioner 
shall submit an SRSA application. To determine whether to enter into an SRSA with a pro­
vider, the commissioner shall evaluate the following factors:

(1) the qualifications of the provider and the provider’s staff;
(2) the provider’s staff-child ratios;
(3) the provider’s curriculum;
(4) the provider’s current or planned parent education activities;
(5) the provider’s current or planned social service and employment linkages;
(6) the provider’s child development assessment plan;
(7) the geographic distribution needed for SRSA providers;
(8) the inclusion of a variety of child care delivery models; and
(9) other related factors determined by the commissioner.
Subd. 3. Family and child eligibility, (a) A family eligible to choose an SRSA provider 

for their children shall:
(1) be eligible to receive child care assistance under any provision in chapter 119B ex­

cept section 119B.035;
(2) be in an authorized activity for an average of at least 35 hours per week when initial 

eligibility is determined; and
(3) include a child who has not yet entered kindergarten.
(b) A family who is determined to be eligible to choose an SRSA provider remains eligi­

ble to be paid at a higher rate through the SRSA provider when the following conditions ex­
ist:

(1) the child attends child care with the SRSA provider a minimum of 25 hours per 
week, on average;

(2) the family has a child who has not yet entered kindergarten; and
(3) the family maintains eligibility under chaptcr 119B except section 119B.035.
(c) For the 12 months after initial eligibility has been determined, a decrease in the fami­

ly’s authorized activities to an average of less than 35 hours per week does not result in ineli­
gibility for the SRSA rate.
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(d) A family that moves between counties but continues to use the same SRSA provider 
shall continue to receive SRSA funding for the increased payments.

Subd. 4. Requirements of providers. An SRSA must include assessment, evaluation, 
and reporting requirements that promote the goals of improved school readiness and move­
ment toward appropriate child development milestones. A provider who enters into an SRSA 
shall comply with the assessment, evaluation, and reporting requirements in the SRSA.

Subd. 5. Relationship to current law. (a) The following provisions in chapter 119B 
must be waived or modified for families receiving services under this section.

(b) Notwithstanding section 119B.13, subdivisions 1 and la, maximum weekly rates 
under this section are 125 percent of the existing maximum weekly rate for like-care. Provid­
ers eligible for a differential rate under section 119B.13, subdivision 3a, remain eligible for 
the differential above the rate identified in this section. Only care for children who have not 
yet entered kindergarten may be paid at the maximum rate under this section. The provider’s 
charge for service provided through an SRSA may not exceed the rate that the provider 
charges a private-pay family for like-care arrangements.

(c) A family or child care provider may not be assessed an overpayment for care pro­
vided through an SRSA unless:

(1) there was an error in the amount of care authorized for the family; or
(2) the family or provider did not timely report a change as required under the law.
(d) Care provided through an SRSA is authorized on a weekly basis.
(e) Funds appropriated under this section to serve families eligible under section 

119B.03 are not allocated through the basic sliding fee formula under section 119B.03. 
Funds appropriated under this section are used to offset increased costs when payments are 
made under SRSA’s.

(f) Notwithstanding section 119B.09, subdivision 6, the maximum amount of child care 
assistance that may be authorized for a child receiving care through an SRSA in a two-week 
period is 160 hours per child.

Subd. 6. Establishment of service agreements, (a) The commissioner shall approve 
SRSA’s for up to 50 providers that represent diverse parts of the state and a variety of child 
care delivery models. Entering into a service agreement does not guarantee that a provider 
will receive payment at a higher rate for families receiving child care assistance. A family 
eligible under this section shall choose a provider participating in an SRSA in order for a 
higher rate to be paid. Payments through SRSA’s are also limited by the availability of SRSA 
funds.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit parent choice as defined in section 
119B.09, subdivision 5.

(c) The commissioner may allow for startup time for some providers if failing to do so 
would limit geographic diversity of SRSA providers or a variety of child care delivery mod­
els.

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 57

119B.232 FAMILY, FRIEND, AND NEIGHBOR GRANT PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. Establishment. A family, friend, and neighbor (FFN) grant program is 

established to promote children’s early literacy, healthy development, and school readiness, 
and to foster community partnerships to promote children’s school readiness. The commis­
sioner shall attempt to ensure that grants are made in all areas of the state. The commissioner 
of human services shall make grants available to fund: community-based organizations, 
nonprofit organizations, and Indian tribes working with FFN caregivers under subdivision 2, 
paragraph (a); and community-based partnerships to implement early literacy programs un­
der subdivision 2, paragraph (b).

Subd. 2. Program components, (a)(1) Grants that the commissioner awards under this 
section must be used by community-based organizations, nonprofit organizations, and In-
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dian tribes working with FFN caregivers in local communities, cultural communities, and 
Indian tribes to:

(1) provide training, support, and resources to FFN caregivers in order to improve and 
promote children’s health, safety, nutrition, and school readiness;

(ii) connect FFN caregivers and children’s families with appropriate community re­
sources that support the families’ health, mental health, economic, and developmental needs;

(iii) connect FFN caregivers and children’s families to early childhood screening pro­
grams and facilitate referrals where appropriate;

(iv) provide FFN caregivers and children’s families with information about early learn­
ing guidelines from the Departments of Human Services and Education;

(v) provide FFN caregivers and children’s families with information about becoming a 
licensed family child care provider; and

(vi) provide FFN caregivers and children’s families with information about early learn­
ing allowances and enrollment opportunities in high quality community-based child-care 
and preschool programs.

(2) Grants that the commissioner awards under this paragraph also may be used for:
(i) health and safety and early learning kits for FFN caregivers;
(ii) play-and-leam groups with FFN caregivers;
(iii) culturally appropriate early childhood training for FFN caregivers;
(iv) transportation for FFN caregivers and children’s families to school readiness and 

other early childhood training activities;
(v) other activities that promote school readiness;
(vi) data collection and evaluation;
(vii) staff outreach and outreach activities;
(viii) translation needs; or
(ix) administrative costs that equal up to 12 percent of the recipient’s grant award.
(b) Grants that the commissioner awards under this section also must be used to fund

partnerships among Minnesota public and regional library systems, community-based orga­
nizations, nonprofit organizations, and Indian tribes to implement early literacy programs in 
low-income communities, including tribal communities, to:

(1) purchase and equip early childhood read-mobiles that provide FFN caregivers and 
children’s families with books, training, and early literacy activities;

(2) provide FFN caregivers and children’s families with translations of early childhood 
books, training, and early literacy activities in native languages; or

(3) provide FFN caregivers and children’s families with early literacy activities in local 
libraries.

Subd. 3. Grant awards. Interested entities eligible to receive a grant under this section 
may apply to the commissioner in the form and manner the commissioner determines. The 
commissioner shall awards grants to eligible entities consistent with the requirements of this 
section.

Subd. 4. Evaluation. The commissioner, in consultation with early childhood care and 
education experts at the University of Minnesota, must evaluate the impact of the grants un­
der subdivision 2 on children’s school readiness and submit a written report to the human 
services and education finance and policy committees of the legislature by February 15. 
2010.

History: 2007 c 147 art 2 s 58
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