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Municipal Public Safety 
CHAPTER 436 

LAW ENFORCEMENT
436.05 POLICING TO CITY, TOWN BY SHERIFF 436.06 JOIMT MUNICIPAL POLICE

OR OTHER CITY, TOWN. DEPARTMENTS.
436.01 [Repealed. 1949 c 119 s 11.0]

436.02 [Repealed, 1976 c 44 s 70]
436.03 [Repealed, 1949 c 331 s 1]

436.04 [Repealed, 1976 c 44 s 70]

436.05 POLICING TO CITY, TOWN BY SHERIFF OR OTHER CITY, TOWN. 
Subdivision 1. Governing bodies must approve. Any home rule charter or statutory

city, town or the sheriff of any county may contract for the furnishing of police service to any 
other home rule charter or statutory city or town, through the use of personnel and equipment 
subject to the authority of the contracting unit. Any such contract shall be approved by a ma­
jority of the members of the governing body of any contracting home rule charter or statutory 
city, the board of supervisors of any contracting town and the board of commissioners of any 
contracting county.

Subd. 2. Section 471.59 effect. Except as provided in this section, any contract autho­
rized by subdivision 1 shall otherwise comply with section 471.59.

Subd. 3. Not employees. Under any such contract, a person employed by a home rule 
charter or statutory city, town or sheriff of a county may be empowered to exercise some or 
all of the police powers and duties of a police officer of the other contracting unit, but that 
person shall not by reason thereof be classified as an employee of the other unit for any pur­
pose other than the discharge of such powers and duties.

Subd. 4. All joint procedures apply. Subdivisions 1, 2, and 3 above do not dispense 
with procedural requirements of any other act providing for the joint or cooperative exercise 
of any governmental power.

Subd. 5. Sheriff duties administered. The sheriff shall not by virtue of this section be 
relieved of any duties imposed by law.

Subd. 6. Employees may be transferred. When a contract is entered into pursuant to 
the provisions of this section, those employees of a contracting unit who are at the time of the 
contract working on a full time basis for the unit in a law enforcement capacity may, by action 
of the civil seivice authorities of the contracting units, if they exist, become employees of the 
other contracting unit in such appropriate classification as may be determined by the civil 
seivice authority of the unit to which they are transferred, and thereafter the employees shall 
be subject to and protected by the provisions of the laws establishing the civil service author­
ity of the unit that employs them.

History: 1961 c 415 s 1-6; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1980 c 519 s 7; 1986 c 444
436.06 JOINT MUNICIPAL POLICE DEPARTMENTS.

Subdivision 1. By adjacent cities. Two or more adjacent cities may, by agreement en­
tered into through action of their governing bodies, establish, equip, and operate a joint mu­
nicipal police department to protect and safeguard life and property and to furnish police 
protection in the municipalities entering into the agreement. Any such agreement shall com­
ply with section 471.59 relating to the joint or cooperative exercise of powers by two or more 
governmental units.

Subd. 2. Joint sessions or board. Upon execution of an agreement to establish, equip, 
and operate a joint municipal police department the governing bodies of all participating mu­
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13341 LAW ENFORCEMENT 436.06

nicipalities shall meet in joint session and thereafter hold joint sessions from time to time for 
the purpose of organizing and supervising the administration of such a department and estab­
lishing rules and regulations for the government of the same. In lieu of joint sessions the 
agreement may provide for a board of police commissioners to control and supervise the ad­
ministration of the joint department. Each municipality entering into the agreement shall be 
entitled to representation on the board as the agreement may provide, but otherwise the orga­
nization, composition, selection, removal, and powers delegated to the board shall be as spe­
cified in the agreement. Subject to the authority of a joint police civil service commission, if 
one is established under subdivision 3, the board of police commissioners may be given the 
power to appoint, promote, suspend, and remove officers and employees of the joint depart­
ment.

Subd. 3. Joint civil service commission. The agreement may also provide for a joint 
police civil service commission. If a joint police civil service commission is established each 
municipality shall be entitled to representation on the commission as the agreement may pro­
vide, but otherwise the organization, composition, selection, and removal of members of the 
joint police civil service commission shall be as specified in the agreement. Except as other­
wise provided in this subdivision, sections 419.01 to 419.181 and acts amendatory thereof 
relating to police civil service commissions shall apply to and govern the commission. If the 
agreement provides for a joint police civil service commission, any existing police civil ser­
vice commission in any municipality which becomes a party to the agreement is automatical­
ly abolished upon the effective date thereof.

Subd. 4. Status of existing officers. Any person regularly employed as a police officer 
in any municipality entering into a joint municipal police department agreement shall auto­
matically become an officer of the joint police department unless the person refuses to accept 
such employment. Except for layoffs due to reduction in force made in accordance with civil 
service law and rules any such officer regularly employed in a police department under a civil 
service or merit system at the time of becoming an officer of the joint department shall not be 
removed or discharged except for cause upon written charges and after an opportunity to be 
heard in defense of the chargcs; but the rank and grade of such officers and of any other offi­
cers who automatically become officers in the joint department shall be as determined in the 
agreement.

Subd. 5. Each an officer in all cities. Police officers of a joint municipal police depart­
ment are peace officers and shall have all the powers of peace officers in each municipality 
participating in a joint police department agreement.

Subd. 6. Not in county with first class city. This section shall not apply to any cities or 
statutory cities located in counties containing a city of the first class unless otherwise autho­
rized by law to maintain a joint municipal police department.

History: Exl961 c 94 s 1-6; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1986 c 444
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