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548.09 LIEN OF JUDGMENT.
Subdivision 1. Entry and dockcting; survival of judgment. Except as provided in 

section 548.091, every judgment requiring the payment of money shall be entered by 
the court administrator when ordered by the court and will be docketed by the court 
administrator upon the filing of an affidavit as provided in subdivision 2. Upon a 
transcript of the docket being filed with the court administrator in any other county, 
the court administrator shall also docket it. From the time of docketing the judgment is 
a lien, in the amount unpaid, upon all real property in the county then or thereafter 
owned by the judgment debtor, but it is not a lien upon registered land unless it is also 
recorded pursuant to sections 508.63 and 508A.63. The judgment survives, and the lien 
continues, for ten years after its entry. Child support judgments may be renewed 
pursuant to section 548.091.

History: 2005 c 4 s 129

548.091 SUPPORT, MAINTENANCE, OR COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT JUDG­
MENTS.

Subd. la. Child support judgment by operation of law. (a) Any payment or 
installment of support required by a judgment or decree of dissolution or legal 
separation, determination of parentage, an order under chapter 518C, an order under 
section 256.87, or an order under section 260B.331 or 260C.331, that is not paid or 
withheld from the obligor’s income as required under section 518.6111, or which is 
ordered as child support by judgment, decree, or order by a court in any other state, is 
a judgment by operation of law on and after the date it is due, is entitled to full faith 
and credit in this state and any other state, and shall be entered and docketed by the 
court administrator on the filing of affidavits as provided in subdivision 2a. Except as 
otherwise provided by paragraph (b), interest accrues from the date the unpaid amount 
due is greater than the current support due at the annual rate provided in section 
549.09, subdivision 1, plus two percent, not to exceed an annual rate of 18 percent. A 
payment or installment of support that becomes a judgment by operation of law 
between the date on which a party served notice of a motion for modification under 
section 518.64, subdivision 2, and the date of the court’s order on modification may be 
modified under that subdivision.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 549.09, upon motion to the court and 
upon proof by the obligor of 12 consecutive months of complete and timely payments 
of both current support and court-ordered paybacks of a child support debt or 
arrearage, the court may order interest on the remaining debt or arrearage to stop 
accruing. Timely payments are those made in the month in which they are due. If, after 
that time, the obligor fails to make complete and timely payments of both current 
support and court-ordered paybacks of child support debt or arrearage, the public 
authority or the obligee may move the court for the reinstatement of interest as of the 
month in which the obligor ceased making complete and timely payments.

The court shall provide copies of all orders issued under this section to the public 
authority. The state court administrator shall prepare and make available to the court

[For text o f subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]
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121 JUDGMENTS 548.46

and the parties forms to. be submitted by the parties in support of a motion under this 
paragraph.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 549.09, upon motion to the court, the 
court may order interest on a child support debt or arrearage to stop accruing where 
the court finds that the obligor is:

(1) unable to pay support because of a significant physical or mental disability;
(2) a recipient of Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Title II Older Americans 

Survivor’s Disability Insurance (OASDI), other, disability benefits, or public assistance 
based upon need; or

(3) institutionalized or incarcerated for at least 30 days for an offense other than 
nonsupport of the child or children involved, and is otherwise financially unable to pay 
support.

(d) If the conditions in paragraph (c) no longer exist, upon motion to the court, 
the court may order interest accrual to resume retroactively from the date of service of 
the motion to resume the accrual of interest.

[For text o f subds 2 to 13, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 159 art 4 s 2 

548.25 VACATING REAL ESTATE JUDGMENT; WITHIN WHAT TIME.
No judgment or decree quieting title to land or determining the title thereto or 

adverse claims therein heretofore entered or hereafter to be entered shall be adjudged 
invalid or set aside, unless the action or proceeding to vacate or set aside such 
judgment or decree shall be commenced, or application for leave to defend be made, 
within five years from the time of recording a certified copy of such judgment or decree 
in the office of the county recorder of the county in which the lands affected by such 
judgment or decree arc situated.

Histoiy: 2005 c 4 s 130

548.27 FILING AND STATUS OF FOREIGN JUDGMENTS.
(a) A certified copy of any foreign judgment may be filed in the office of the court 

administrator of any district court of this state. Subject to paragraph (b), the court 
administrator shall treat the foreign judgment in the same manner as a judgment of any 
district court or the Supreme Court of this state, and upon the filing of a certified copy 
of a foreign judgment in the office of the court administrator of district court of a 
county, it may not be filed in another district court in the state. A judgment so filed has 
the same effect and is subject to the same procedures, defenses and proceedings for 
reopening, vacating, or staying as a judgment of a district court or the Supreme Court 
of this state, and may be enforced or satisfied in like manner.

(b) If the creditor wants the foreign state’s life span or interest rate applied to the 
judgment, the creditor or creditor’s attorney must file an affidavit attesting to the 
foreign state’s life span or interest rate, and a subsequent affidavit each time the 
interest rate or life span changes. Absent such an affidavit, Minnesota’s life span and 
interest rate shall be applied to the judgment.

History: 2005 c 14 s 1
NOTE: The amendment to this section by Laws 2005, chapter 14, section 1, is effective August 1, 2006. Laws 2005, 

chapter 159, article 1, section 14, as amended by Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 4, article 9, section 10.

548.46 JUDGMENTS AND AWARDS ON FOREIGN-MONEY CLAIMS; TIMES OF 
MONEY CONVERSION; FORM OF JUDGMENT.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (c), a judgment or award on a foreign-money 
claim must be stated in an amount of the money of the claim.

(b) A judgment or award on a foreign-money claim is payable in the amount of 
United States dollars which will purchase that foreign money on the conversion date at 
a bank-offered spot rate.
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(c) Assessed costs must be entered in United States dollars.
(d) A judgment or award made in an action or distribution proceeding on both (i) 

a defense, set-off, recoupment, or counterclaim and (ii) the adverse party’s claim, must 
be netted by converting the money of the smaller into the money of the larger, and by 
subtracting the smaller from the larger, and specify the rates of exchange used.

(e) A judgment substantially in the following form complies with paragraph (a):
IT IS ADJUDGED AND ORDERED, that defendant (insert name) pay to 

plaintiff (insert name) the sum of (insert amount in the foreign money) plus interest on 
that sum at the rate of (insert rate--see section 548.48) percent a year or the number of 
United States dollars which will purchase the (insert name of foreign money) with 
interest due, at a bank-offered spot rate at or near the close of business on the banking 
day next before the day of payment, together with assessed costs of (insert amount) 
United States dollars.

(f) If a contract claim is of the type covered by section 548.44, paragraph (a) or
(b), the judgment or award must be entered for the amount of money stated to 
measure the obligation to be paid in the money specified for payment or, at the option 
of the debtor, the number of United States dollars which will purchase the computed 
amount of the money of payment on the conversion date at a bank-offered spot rate.

(g) On a foreign-money claim, the judgment must be docketed in United States 
dollars, and has the same effect as a lien, as other judgments. It may be discharged by 
payment.

History: 2005 c 14 s 2
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