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CHAPTER 410 

CLASSIFICATION; CHARTERS
410.11 Adoption; notice, effective date. 410.32 Cities may issue capital notes for capital
410.12 Amendments. equipment.

410.11 ADOPTION; NOTICE, EFFECTIVE DATE.
If 51 percent of the votes cast on the proposition are in favor of the proposed 

charter, it shall be considered adopted; and, if any provisions thereof are submitted in 
the alternative, those ratified by a majority of the votes cast thereon shall prevail. If the 
charter is adopted, the city clerk shall file with the secretary of state and in the city 
clerk’s office a copy of the charter accompanied by a certificate attesting to the 
accuracy of the copy and giving the date of the election and the vote by which the 
charter was adopted and record a certified copy with the county recorder of the county 
in which the city lies. The charter shall take effect 30 days after the election, or at such 
other time as is fixed in the charter, and shall then supersede all other charter 
provisions relating to such city. Thereupon the courts shall take judicial notice of the 
new charter and, upon the election of officers thereunder, the officials of the former 
corporation shall deliver to them the records, money and other public property in their 
control.

History: 2005 c 4 s 104

410.12 AMENDMENTS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 6, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 7. Amendment by ordinance. Upon recommendation of the charter commis

sion the city council m,ay enact a charter amendment by ordinance. Within one month 
of receiving a recommendation to amend the charter by ordinance, the city must 
publish notice of a public hearing on the proposal and the notice must contain the text 
of the proposed amendment. The city council must hold the public hearing on the 
proposed chartcr amendment at least two weeks but not more than one month after 
the notice is published. Within one month of the public hearing, the city council must 
vote on the proposed charter amendment ordinance. The ordinance is enacted if it 
receives an affirmative vote of all members of the city council and is approved by the 
mayor and published as in the case of other ordinances. An ordinance amending a city 
charter shall not become effective until 90 days after passage and publication or at such 
later date as is feed in the ordinance. Within 60 days after passage and publication of 
such an ordinance, a petition requesting a referendum on the ordinance may be filed 
with the city clerk. Such petition shall be signed by qualified voters equal in number to 
two percent of the total number of votes cast in the city at the last state general 
election or 2,000, whichever is less. If the city has a system of permanent registration of 
voters, only registered voters are eligible to sign the petition. If the requisite petition is 
filed within the prescribed period, the ordinance shall not become effective until it is 
approved by the voters as in the case of charter amendments submitted by the charter 
commission, the council, or by petition of the voters, except that the council may 
submit the ordinance at any general or special election held at least 60 days after 
submission of the petition, or it may reconsider its action in adopting the ordinance. As 
far as practicable the requirements of subdivisions 1 to 3 apply to petitions submitted 
under this section, to an ordinance amending a charter, and to the filing of such 
ordinance when approved by the voters.

Histoiy: 2005 c 93 s 1

410.32 CITIES MAY ISSUE CAPITAL NOTES FOR CAPITAL EQUIPMENT.
(a) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of other law or charter, a home rule 

charter city may, by resolution and without public referendum, issue capital notes 
subject to the city debt limit to purchase capital equipment.
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(b) For purposes of this section, “capital equipment” means:
(1) public safety equipment, ambulance and other medical equipment, road 

construction and maintenance equipment, and other capital equipment; and
(2) computer hardware and software, whether bundled with machinery or equip

ment or unbundled.
(c) The equipment or software must have an expected useful life at least as long as 

the term of the notes. The authority to issue capital notes for software expires on July 
1, 2007.

(d) The notes shall be payable in not more than ten years and be issued on terms 
and in the manner the city determines. The total principal amount of the capital notes 
issued in a fiscal year shall not exceed 0.03 percent of the market value of taxable 
property in the city for that year.

(e) A tax levy shall be made for the payment of the principal, and interest on the 
notes, in accordance with section 475.61, as in the case of bonds.

(f) Notes issued under this section shall require an affirmative vote of two-thirds of 
the governing body of the city.

(g) Notwithstanding a contrary provision of other law or charter, a home rule 
charter city may also issue capital notes subject to its debt limit in the manner and 
subject to the limitations applicable to statutory cities pursuant to section 412.301.

History: 2005 c 152 art 1 s 8
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