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CHAPTER 389 

COUNTY SURVEYOR
389.011 Qualifications; formalities; performance of 389.03 Compensation; records, 

duties.'

389.011 QUALIFICATIONS; FORMALITIES; PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES.
Subdivision 1. Qualifications. A county surveyor elected or appointed after July 1, 

1961, or a surveyor designated to perform the professional duties of a county surveyor 
after July 1, 1961, must be licensed in Minnesota as a land surveyor as provided in 
chapter 326. The professional duties of a county surveyor include any of the duties 
involved in the practice of land surveying as provided in chapter 326. A county surveyor 
or other surveyor designated to perform the duties of a county surveyor must be 
licensed in Minnesota as a land surveyor while holding such office or while such 
designation is in effect. Failure on the part of a land surveyor to keep the license 
current is grounds for the board of county commissioners to declare the office vacant 
and to appoint a qualified person to such office. As used in this section, the term land 
surveyor means a surveyor licensed in Minnesota as a land surveyor.

A county surveyor or other licensed surveyor designated to perform the duties of a 
county surveyor after July 1, 1961, before entering upon duties, in addition to such 
bond and oath of office as is required to be filed, shall record certified evidence of 
license as a land surveyor with the county recorder and each license period thereafter 
while holding such office or designation shall record certified evidence of the license 
renewal for the then current period with the county recorder on or before the license 
expiration date.

A county surveyor holding that office on July 1, 1961, who was elected or 
appointed for a term beginning prior to July 1, 1959, is eligible for reelection or 
appointment to the office of county surveyor in the county in which last elected or 
appointed if subsequently elected or appointed to that office while not a licensed land 
surveyor, in lieu of a license as a land surveyor, the county surveyor shall record with 
the county recorder a certified copy of the certificate of election or the resolution of 
appointment for the term beginning prior to July 1, 1959.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3. Bond, oath. A county surveyor appointed or elected after July 1, 1961, 
before entering on duties shall give bond to the state, approved by the county board, in 
the sum of $2,000 conditioned on the faithful discharge of the duties. The bond, 
together with the surveyor’s oath, and certified evidence of a license as a land surveyor 
or the certificate of election must be recorded with the county recorder.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 4 s 94,95

389.03 COMPENSATION; RECORDS.
(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, the county board shall fix the compensa

tion of county surveyors or their deputies, including their necessary expenses. All 
records of surveys are public records and must be made available by the county 
surveyor at all reasonable times to inspection by any person. The county board shall, at 
the expense of the county, provide to the county surveyor all proper and necessary files 
for keeping these records. The county survey records must be kept in the office of the 
county surveyor or of the county recorder of the county. If an office for the county 
surveyor is maintained in a building maintained by the county for county purposes on a 
full-time basis, then the records shall be kept in the office of the county surveyor.
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(b) If a county closes an office of the county surveyor that the county maintained 
in a building maintained by the county for county purposes on a full-time basis, the 
county shall transfer all certificates of location of corners filed with that office under 
section 160.15, subdivision 4, or 381.12, subdivisions 1 and 3, to be recorded in the 
office of the county recorder.

History: 2005 c 99 s 4
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