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CHAPTER 257 

CHILDREN; CUSTODY, LEGITIMACY
257.85 Relative custody assistance.

257.85 RELATIVE CUSTODY ASSISTANCE.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Scope. The provisions of this section apply to those situations in which the 
legal and physical custody of a child is established with a relative or important friend 
with whom the child has resided or had significant contact according to section 
260C.201, subdivision 11, by a district court order issued on or after July 1, 1997, or a 
tribal court order issued on or after July 1, 2005, when the child has been removed 
from the care of the parent by previous district or tribal court order.

Subd. 3. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the terms defined in this 
subdivision have the meanings given them.

(a) “MFIP standard” means the transitional standard used to calculate assistance 
under the MFIP program, or, if permanent legal and physical custody of the child is 
given to a relative custodian residing outside of Minnesota, the analogous transitional 
standard or standard of need used to calculate assistance under the TANF program of 
the state where the relative custodian lives.

(b) “Local agency” means the county social services agency or tribal social services 
agency with legal custody of a child prior to the transfer of permanent legal and 
physical custody.

(c) “Permanent legal and physical custody” means permanent legal and physical 
custody ordered by a Minnesota Juvenile Court under section 260C.201, subdivision 11.

(d) “Relative” has the meaning given in section 260C.007, subdivision 27.
(e) “Relative custodian” means a person who has permanent legal and physical 

custody of a child. When siblings, including half-siblings and stepsiblings, are placed 
together in permanent legal and physical custody, the person receiving permanent legal 
and physical custody of the siblings is considered a relative custodian of all of the 
siblings for purposes of this section.

(f) “Relative custody assistance agreement” means an agreement entered into 
between a local agency and a person who has been or will be awarded permanent legal 
and physical custody of a child.

(g) “Relative custody assistance payment” means a monthly cash grant made to a 
relative custodian pursuant to a relative custody assistance agreement and in an 
amount calculated under subdivision 7.

(h) “Remains in the physical custody of the relative custodian” means that the 
relative custodian is providing day-to-day care for the child and that the child lives with 
the relative custodian; absence from the relative custodian’s home for a period of more 
than 120 days raises a presumption that the child no longer remains in the physical 
custody of the relative custodian.

[For text o f  subds 4 to 11, see M.S.2004]
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