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CHAPTER 201

REGISTRATION AND ELIGIBILITY OF VOTERS

201.014 ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Not eligible. The following individuals are not eligible to vote. Any 
individual:

or
(c) found by a court of law to be legally incompetent.

[For text o f  subd 3, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 10 art 4 s 3; 2005 c 156 art 6 s 14

201.022 STATEWIDE REGISTRATION SYSTEM.

[For text o f  subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3. Consultation with local officials. The secretary of state must consult with 
representatives of local election officials in the development of the statewide voter 
registration system.

Histoiy: 2005 c 162 s 1

201.061 REGISTRATION ON OR BEFORE ELECTION DAY.

Subd. 3. Election day registration, (a) An individual who is eligible to vote may 
register on election day by appearing in person at the polling place for the precinct in 
which the individual maintains residence, by completing a registration application, 
making an oath in the form prescribed by the secretary of state and providing proof of 
residence. An individual may prove residence for purposes of registering by:

(1) presenting a driver’s license or Minnesota identification card issued pursuant to 
section 171.07;

(2) presenting any document approved by the secretary of state a s . proper 
identification;

(3) presenting one of the following:
(i) a current valid student identification card from a postsecondary educational 

institution in Minnesota, if a list of students from that institution has been prepared 
under section 135A.17 and certified to the county auditor in the manner provided in 
rules of the secretary of state; or

(ii) a current student fee statement that contains the student’s valid address in the 
precinct together with a picture identification card; or

(4) having a voter who is registered to vote in the precinct, or who is an employee 
employed by and working in a residential facility in the precinct and vouching for a 
resident in the facility, sign an oath in the presence of the election judge vouching that 
the voter or employee personally knows that the individual is a resident of the precinct. 
A voter who has been vouched for on election day may not sign a proof of residence 
oath vouching for any other individual on that election day. A voter who is registered
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(a) convicted of treason or any felony whose civil rights have not been restored;
(b) under a guardianship in which the court order revokes the ward’s right to vote;

[For text o f  subds 1 and la, see M.S.2004]

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2005 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2005 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



201.061 REGISTRATION AND ELIGIBILITY OF VOTERS 154

to vote in the precinct may sign up to 15 proof-of-residence oaths on any election day. 
This limitation does not apply to an employee of a residential facility described in this 
clause. The secretary of state shall provide a form for election judges to use in 
recording the number of individuals for whom a voter signs proof-of-residence oaths on 
election day. The form must include space for the maximum number of individuals for 
whom a voter may sign proof-of-residence oaths. For each proof-of-residence oath, the 
form must include a statement that the voter is registered to vote in the precinct, 
personally knows that the individual is a resident of the precinct, and is making the 
statement on oath. The form must include a space for the voter’s printed name, 
signature, telephone number, and address.

The oath required by this subdivision and Minnesota Rules, part 8200.9939, must 
be attached to the voter registration application and the information on the oath must 
be recorded on the records of both the voter registering on election day and the voter 
who is vouching for the person’s residence, and entered into the statewide voter 
registration system by the county auditor when the voter registration application is 
entered into that system.

(b) The operator of a residential facility shall prepare a list of the names of its 
employees currently working in the residential facility and the address of the residential 
facility. The operator shall certify the list and provide it to the appropriate county 
auditor no less than 20 days before each election for use in election day registration.

(c) “Residential facility” means transitional housing as defined in section 256E.33, 
subdivision 1; a supervised living facility licensed by the commissioner of health under 
section 144.50, subdivision 6; a nursing home as defined in section 144A.01, subdivision 
5; a residence registered with the commissioner of health as a housing with services 
establishment as defined in section 144D.01, subdivision 4; a veterans home operated 
by the board of directors of the Minnesota Veterans Homes under chapter 198; a 
residence licensed by the commissioner of human services to provide a residential 
program as defined in section 245A.02, subdivision 14; a residential facility for persons 
with a developmental disability licensed by the commissioner of human services under 
section 252.28; group residential housing as defined in section 2561.03, subdivision 3; a 
shelter for battered women as defined in section 611A.37, subdivision 4; or a supervised 
publicly or privately operated shelter or dwelling designed to provide temporary living 
accommodations for the homeless.

(d) For tribal band members, an individual may prove residence for purposes of 
registering by presenting an identification card issued by the tribal government of a 
tribe recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, United States Department of the 
Interior, that contains the name, address, signature, and picture of the individual.

(e) A county, school district, or municipality may require that an election judge 
responsible for election day registration initial each completed registration application.

[For text o f  subds 4 to 7, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 98 art 1 s 24; 2005 c 156 art 6 s 15

201.071 REGISTRATION CARDS.
Subdivision 1. Form. A voter registration application must be of suitable size and 

weight for mailing and contain spaces for the following required information: voter’s 
first name, middle name, and last name; voter’s previous name, if any; voter’s current 
address; voter’s previous address, if any; voter’s date of birth; voter’s municipality and 
county of residence; voter’s telephone number, if provided by the voter; date of 
registration; current and valid Minnesota driver’s license number or Minnesota state 
identification number, or if the voter has no current and valid Minnesota driver’s 
license or Minnesota state identification, the last four digits of the voter’s Social 
Security number; and voter’s signature. The registration application may include the 
voter’s e-mail address, if provided by the voter, and the voter’s interest in serving as an 
election judge, if indicated by the voter. The application must also contain the 
following certification of voter eligibility:
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“I certify that I:
(1) will be at least 18 years old on election day;
(2) am a citizen of the United States;
(3) will have resided in Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding election day;
(4) maintain residence at the address given on the registration form;
(5) am not under court-ordered guardianship in which the court order revokes my 

right to vote;
(6) have not been found by a court to be legally incompetent to vote;
(7) have the right to vote because, if I have been convicted of a felony, my felony 

sentence has expired (been completed) or I have been discharged from my sentence; 
and

(8) have read and understand the following statement: that giving false informa­
tion is a felony punishable by not more than five years imprisonment or a fine of not 
more than $10,000, or both.”

The certification must include boxes for the voter to respond to the following 
questions:

“(1) Are you a citizen of the United States?” and
“(2) Will you be 18 years old on or before election day?”
And the instruction:
“If you checked ’no’ to either of these questions, do not complete this form.”
The form of the voter registration application and the certification of voter 

eligibility must be as provided in this subdivision and approved by the secretary of state. 
Voter registration forms authorized by the National Voter Registration Act must also 
be accepted as valid. The federal postcard application form must also be accepted as 
valid if it is not deficient and the voter is eligible to register in Minnesota.

An individual may use a voter registration application to apply to register to vote 
in Minnesota or to change information on an existing registration.

[For text o f  subds 2 to 8, see M.S.2004]
Histoiy: 2005 c 10 art 4 s 4; 2005 c 156 art 6 s 16 

201.091 REGISTERED VOTER LISTS; REPORTS; REGISTRATION PLACES.
[For text o f  subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 4. Public information lists. The county auditor shall make available for 
inspection a public information list which must contain the name, address, year of birth, 
and voting histoiy of each registered voter in the county; The telephone number must 
be included on the list if provided by the voter. The public information list may also 
include information on voting districts. The county auditor may adopt reasonable rules 
governing access to the. list. No individual inspecting the public information list shall 
tamper with or alter it in any manner. No individual who inspects the public 
information list or who acquires a list of registered voters prepared from the public 
information list may use any information contained in the list for purposes unrelated to 
elections, political activities, or law enforcement. The secretary of state may provide 
copies of the public information lists and other information from the statewide 
registration system for uses related to elections, political activities, or in response to a 
law enforcement inquiry from a public official concerning a failure to comply with any 
criminal statute or any state or local tax statute.

Before inspecting the public information list or obtaining a list of voters or other 
information from the list, the individual shall provide identification to the public official 
having custody of the public information list and shall state in writing that any 
information obtained from the list will not be used for purposes unrelated to elections, 
political activities, or law enforcement. Requests to examine or obtain information 
from the public information lists or the statewide registration system must be made and 
processed in the manner provided in the rules of the secretary of state.
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Upon receipt of a statement signed by the voter that withholding the voter’s name 
from the public information list is required for the safety of the voter or the voter’s 
family, the secretary of state and county auditor must withhold from the public 
information list the name of a registered voter.

Subd. 5. Copy of list to registered voter. The county auditors and the secretary of 
state shall provide copies of the public information lists in electronic or other media to 
any voter registered in Minnesota within ten days of receiving a written or electronic 
request accompanied by payment of the cost of reproduction. The county auditors and 
the secretary of state shall make a copy of the list available for public inspection 
without cost. An individual who inspects or acquires a copy of a public information list 
may not use any information contained in it for purposes unrelated to elections, 
political activities, or law enforcement.

[For text o f  subds 8 and 9, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 156 art 6 s 17,18

201.15 DISTRICT JUDGE, REPORT GUARDIANSHIPS AND COMMITMENTS.
Subdivision 1. Guardianships and incompetents. Pursuant to the Help America 

Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, the state court administrator shall report 
monthly by electronic means to the secretary of state the name, address, and date of 
birth of each individual 18 years of age or over, who during the month preceding the 
date of the report:

(a) was placed under a guardianship in which the court order revokes the ward’s 
right to vote; or

(b) was adjudged legally incompetent.
The court administrator shall also report the same information for each individual 

transferred to the jurisdiction of the court who meets a condition specified in clause (a) 
or (b). The secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons in the report is 
registered to vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for the county auditor. 
The county auditor shall change the status on the record in the statewide registration 
system of any individual named in the report to indicate that the individual is not 
eligible to reregister or vote.

Subd. 2. Guardianship termination or modification. Pursuant to the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, the state court administrator shall report 
monthly by electronic means to the secretary of state the name, address, and date of 
birth of each individual whose guardianship was modified to restore the ward’s right to 
vote or whose guardianship was terminated by order of the court under section 
524.5-317 after being ineligible to vote for any of the reasons specified in subdivision 1. 
The secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons in the report is registered to 
vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for the county auditor. The county 
auditor shall change the status on the voter’s record in the statewide registration system 
to “active.”

Histoiy: 2005 c 10 art 4 s 5; 2005 c 156 art 6 s 19
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