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CHAPTER 116 

POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY
116.07 . Powers and duties. 116.182 Financial assistance program.

116.07 POWERS AND DUTIES.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Adoption of standards. The Pollution Control Agency shall improve air 
quality by promoting, in the most practicable way possible, the use of energy sources 
and waste disposal methods which produce or emit the least air contaminants consis­
tent with the agency’s overall goal of reducing all forms of pollution. The agency shall 
also adopt standards of air quality, including maximum allowable standards of emission 
of air contaminants from motor vehicles, recognizing that due to variable factors, no 
single standard of purity of air is applicable to all areas of the state. In adopting 
standards the Pollution Control Agency shall give due recognition to the fact that the 
quantity or characteristics of air contaminants or the duration of their presence in the 
atmosphere, which may cause air pollution in one area of the state, may cause less or 
not cause any air pollution in another area of the state, and it shall take into 
consideration in this connection such factors, including others which it may deem 
proper, as existing physical conditions, zoning classifications, topography, prevailing 
wind directions and velocities, and the fact that a standard of air quality which may be 
proper as to an essentially residential area of the state, may not be proper as to a 
highly developed industrial area of the state. Such standards of air quality shall be 
premised upon scientific knowledge of causes as well as effects based on technically 
substantiated criteria and commonly accepted practices. No local government unit shall 
set standards of air quality which are more stringent than those set by the Pollution 
Control Agency.

The Pollution Control Agency shall promote solid waste disposal control by 
encouraging the updating of collection systems, elimination of open dumps, and 
improvements in incinerator practices. The agency shall also adopt standards for the 
control of the collection, transportation, storage, processing, and disposal of solid waste 
and sewage sludge for the prevention and abatement of water, air, and land pollution, 
recognizing that due to variable factors, no single standard of control is applicable to all 
areas of the state. In adopting standards, the Pollution Control Agency shall give due 
recognition to the fact that elements of control which may be reasonable and proper in 
densely populated areas of the state may be unreasonable and improper in sparsely 
populated or remote areas of the state, and it shall take into consideration in this 
connection such factors, including others which it may deem proper, as existing physical 
conditions, topography, soils and geology, climate, transportation, and land use. Such 
standards of control shall be premised on technical criteria and commonly accepted 
practices.

The Pollution Control Agency shall also adopt standards describing the maximum 
levels of noise in terms of sound pressure level which may occur in the outdoor 
atmosphere,' recognizing that due to variable factors no single standard of sound 
pressure is applicable to all areas of the state. Such standards shall give due consider­
ation to such factors as the intensity of noises, the types of noises, the frequency with 
which noises recur, the time period for which noises continue, the times of day during 
which noises occur, and such other factors as could affect the extent to which noises 
may be injurious to human health or welfare, animal or plant life, or property, or could 
interfere unreasonably with the enjoyment of life or property. In adopting standards, 
the Pollution Control Agency shall give due recognition to the fact that the quantity or 
characteristics of noise or the duration of its presence in the outdoor atmosphere, 
which may cause noise pollution in one area of the state, may cause less or not cause
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any noise pollution in another area of the state, and it shall take into consideration in 
this connection such factors, including others which it may deem proper, as existing 
physical conditions, zoning classifications, topography, meteorological conditions and 
the fact that a standard which may be proper in an essentially residential area of the 
state, may not be proper as to a highly developed industrial area of the state. Such 
noise standards shall be premised upon scientific knowledge as well as effects based on 
technically substantiated criteria and commonly accepted practices. No local governing 
unit shall set standards describing the maximum levels of sound pressure which are 
more stringent than those set by the Pollution Control Agency.

The Pollution Control Agency shall adopt standards for the identification of 
hazardous waste and for the management, identification, labeling, classification, stor­
age, collection, transportation, processing, and disposal of hazardous waste, recognizing 
that due to variable factors, a single standard of hazardous waste control may not be 
applicable to all areas of the state. In adopting standards, the Pollution Control Agency 
shall recognize that elements of control which may be reasonable and proper in densely 
populated areas of the state may be unreasonable and improper in sparsely populated 
or remote areas of the state. The agency shall consider existing physical conditions, 
topography, soils, and geology, climate, transportation and land use. Standards of 
hazardous waste control shall be premised on technical knowledge, and commonly 
accepted practices. Hazardous waste generator licenses may be issued for a term not to 
exceed five years. No local government unit shall set standards of hazardous waste 
control which are in conflict or inconsistent with those set by the Pollution Control 
Agency.

A person who generates less than 100 kilograms of hazardous waste per month is 
exempt from the following agency hazardous waste rules:

(1) rules relating to transportation, manifesting, storage, and labeling for photo­
graphic fixer and X-ray negative wastes that are hazardous solely because of silver 
content; and

(2) any rule requiring the generator to send to the agency or commissioner a copy 
of each manifest for the transportation of hazardous waste for off-site treatment, 
storage, or disposal, except that counties within the metropolitan area may require 
generators to provide manifests.

Nothing in this paragraph exempts the generator from the agency’s rules relating to on­
site accumulation or outdoor storage. A political subdivision or other local unit of 
government may not adopt management requirements that are more restrictive than 
this paragraph.

[For text o f  subds 2a to 7, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 7a. Notice of application for livestock feedlot permit, (a) A person who 
applies to the Pollution Control Agency or a county board for a permit to construct or 
expand a feedlot with a capacity of 500 animal units or more shall, not less than 20 
business days before the date on which a permit is issued, provide notice to each 
resident and each owner of real property within 5,000 feet of the perimeter of the 
proposed feedlot. The notice may be delivered by first class mail, in person, or by the 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the affected area and must 
include information on the type of livestock and the proposed capacity of the feedlot. 
Notification under this subdivision is satisfied under an equal or greater notification 
requirement of a county or town permit process. A person must also send a copy of the 
notice by first class mail to the clerk of the town in which the feedlot is proposed not 
less than 20 business days before the date on which a permit is issued.

(b) The agency or a county board must verity that notice was provided as required 
under paragraph (a) prior to issuing a permit.

[For text o f  subds 7b to 12, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 1 art 1 s 78
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116.182 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Applicability. This section governs the commissioner’s certification of 
projects seeking financial assistance under section 103F.725, subdivision la; 446A.07; 
446A.072; or 446A.073.

[For text o f  subds 3 to 6, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 20 art 1 s 32
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