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CHAPTER 8

ATTORNEY GENERAL
8.02 Deputies, assistants.

Forms prepared; opinions.
Attorney for state officers, boards, or 
commissions; employ counsel.

8.07 Opinions; county, city, town, public
. pensionfund, school attorneys, 

commissioner of education.
8.30 Compromise of tax and fee claims.

8.05
8.06

8.02 DEPUTIES, ASSISTANTS.
[For. text o f subd 1, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 2. Record keeping. The attorney general shall:
(1) keep a record of official correspondence and of all matters presented by the 

governor, auditor, commissioner of finance, secretary of state, or any officer or board 
in charge of the business of the state upon which any official action is necessary;

(2) keep a record of all legal proceedings that the attorney general’s office 
institutes or appears in and the several steps taken: therein; and

(3) make official opinions in writing and file the opinions in the attorney general’s

History: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 50

8.05 FORMS PREPARED; OPINIONS.
The attorney general shall prepare forms for bonds and other contracts and 

instruments for the use of state officials, boards, and commissions and give legal advice 
in all matters relating to their official duties, whenever required by the governor, 
auditor, or secretary of state, or any board or commission created by law. When 
required by either house of the legislature the attorney general shall give a written 
opinion upon any question of law. The attorney general similarly shall give a written 
opinion upon any question of law submitted by a permanent or interim committee or 
commission of the legislature or of either house of the legislature, including but not 
limited to an interim committee of the legislature created by law for a county 
containing a city of the first class.

History: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 50

8.06 ATTORNEY FOR STATE OFFICERS, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS; EM
PLOY COUNSEL.

The attorney general shall act as the attorney for all state officers and all boards or 
commissions created by law in all matters pertaining to their official duties. When 
requested by the attorney general, it shall be the duty of any county attorney of the 
state to appear within the county and act as attorney for any such board, commission, 
or officer in any court of such county. The attorney general may, upon request in 
writing, employ, and fix the compensation of, a special attorney for any such board, 
commission, or officer when, in the attorney general’s judgment, the public welfare will 
be promoted thereby. Such special attorney’s fees or salary shall be paid from the 
appropriation made for such board, commission, or officer. Except as herein provided, 
no board, commission, or officer shall hereafter employ any attorney at the expense of 
the state.

Whenever the attorney general, the governor, and the chief justice of the Supreme 
Court shall certify, in writing, filed in the Office of the Secretary of State, that it is 
necessary, in the proper conduct of the legal business of the state, either civil or 
criminal, that the state employ additional counsel, the attorney general shall thereupon 
be authorized to employ such counsel and, with the governor and the chief justice, fix 
the additional counsel’s compensation. The governor, if in the governor’s opinion the 
public interest requires such action, may employ counsel to act in any action or 
proceeding if the attorney general is in any way interested adversely to the state. Except

office.
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as herein stated, no additional counsel shall be employed and the legal business of the 
state shall be performed exclusively by the attorney general and the attorney general’s 
assistants.

History: !Sp2003 c 1 art 2 s 17

8.07 OPINIONS; COUNTY, CITY, TOWN, PUBLIC PENSION FUND, SCHOOL 
ATTORNEYS, COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION.

The attorney general on application shall give an opinion, in writing, to county, 
city, town, public pension fund attorneys, or the attorneys for the board of a school 
district or unorganized territory on questions of public importance; and on application 
of the commissioner of education shall give an opinion, in writing, upon any question 
arising under the laws relating to public schools. On all school matters such opinion 
shall be decisive until the question involved shall be decided otherwise by a court of 
competent jurisdiction.

History: 2003 c 130 s 12

8.30 COMPROMISE OF TAX AND FEE CLAIMS.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary, the attorney general 

shall have authority to compromise taxes, fees, surcharges, assessments, penalties, and 
interest in all cases, whether reduced to judgment or not, where the debt is being 
reduced by an amount exceeding $50,000 and, in the attorney general’s opinion, it shall 
be in the best interests of the state to do so. Such a compromise must be in a form 
prescribed by the attorney general and shall be in writing signed by the attorney 
general, the taxpayer or taxpayer’s representative, and the commissioner of revenue. 
Compromises of such debts in cases where the debt is being reduced by an amount of 
$50,000 or less are governed by section 16D.15.

History: 2003 c 127 art 14 s 1
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