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CHAPTER 116P 

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES TRUST FUND

116P.02 Definitions.
116P.05 Legislative Commission on Minnesota 

Resources.

116P.02 DEFINITIONS.
Subdivision 1. Applicability. The definitions in this section apply to this chapter.

[For text o f subds 2 to 6, see M.S.2002]

History: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 146 

116P.05 LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION ON MINNESOTA RESOURCES.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2002]
Subd. 2. Duties, (a) The commission shall recommend a budget plan for expendi­

tures from the environment and natural resources trust fund and shall adopt a strategic 
plan as provided in section 116P.08.

(b) The commission shall recommend expenditures to the legislature from the 
state land and water conservation account in the natural resources fund.

(c) It is a condition of acceptance of the appropriations made from the Minnesota 
environment and natural resources trust fund, and oil overcharge money under section
4.071, subdivision 2, that the agency or entity receiving the appropriation must submit a 
work program and semiannual progress reports in the form determined by the 
Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources. None of the money provided may be 
spent unless the commission has approved the pertinent work program.

(d) The peer review panel created under section 116P.08 must also review, 
comment, and report to the commission on research proposals applying for an 
appropriation from the oil overcharge money under section 4.071, subdivision 2.

(e) The commission may adopt operating procedures to fulfill its duties under 
chapter 116P.

Histoiy: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 147

116P.09 ADMINISTRATION.
[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 4. Personnel. Persons who are employed by a state agency to work on a 
project and are paid by an appropriation from the trust fund are in the unclassified civil 
service, and their continued employment is contingent upon the availability of money 
from the appropriation. When the appropriation has been spent, their positions must 
be canceled and the approved complement of the agency reduced accordingly. Part- 
time employment of persons for a project is authorized. The use of classified employees 
is authorized when approved as part of the work program required by section 116P.05, 
subdivision 2, paragraph (c).

Subd. 5. Administrative expense. The prorated expenses related to commission 
administration of the trust fund may not exceed an amount equal to four percent of the 
amount available for appropriation of the trust fund for the biennium.

[For text o f subd 6, see M.S.2002]
Subd. 7. Report required. The commission shall, by January 15 of each odd- 

numbered year, submit a report to the governor, the chairs of the house appropriations 
and senate finance committees, and the chairs of the house and senate committees on
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environment and natural resources. Copies of the report must be available to the 
public. The report must include:

(1) a copy of the current strategic plan;
(2) a description of each project receiving money from the trust fund during the 

preceding biennium;
(3) a summary of any research project completed in the preceding biennium;
(4) recommendations to implement successful projects and programs into a state 

agency’s standard operations;
(5) to the extent known by the commission, descriptions of the projects anticipated 

to be supported by the trust fund during the next biennium;
(6) the source and amount of all revenues collected and distributed by the 

commission, including all administrative and other expenses;
(7) a description of the assets and liabilities of the trust fund;
(8) any findings or recommendations that are deemed proper to assist the 

legislature in formulating legislation;
(9) a list of all gifts and donations with a value over $1,000;
(10) a comparison of the amounts spent by the state for environment and natural 

resources activities through the most recent fiscal year; and
(11) a copy of the most recent compliance audit.
Histoiy: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 148-150

116P.10 ROYALTIES, COPYRIGHTS, PATENTS.
This section applies to projects supported by the trust fund and the oil overcharge 

money referred to in section 4.071, subdivision 2, each of which is referred to in this 
section as a “fund.” The fund owns and shall take title to the percentage of a royalty, 
copyright, or patent resulting from a project supported by the fund equal to the 
percentage of the project’s total funding provided by the fund. Cash receipts resulting 
from a royalty, copyright, or patent, or the sale of the fund’s rights to a royalty, 
copyright, or patent, must be credited immediately to the principal of the fund. 
Receipts from Minnesota future resources fund projects must be credited to the trust 
fund. Before a projcct is included in the budget plan, the commission may vote to 
relinquish the ownership or rights to a royalty, copyright, or patent resulting from a 
project supported by the fund to the project’s proposer when the amount of the 
original grant or loan, plus interest, has been repaid to the fund.

History: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 151

116P.14 FEDERAL LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUNDS.
Subdivision 1. Designated agency. The Department of Natural Resources is 

designated as the state agency to apply for, accept, receive, and disburse federal 
reimbursement funds and private funds, which are granted to the state of Minnesota 
from section 6 of the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund Act.

Subd. 2. State land and water conservation account; creation. A state land and 
water conservation account is created in the natural resources fund. All of the money 
made available to the state from funds granted under subdivision 1 shall be deposited 
in the state land and water conservation account.

[For text o f subds 3 and 4, see M.S.2002]

History: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 152,153
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