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204D .24 Special e lections; p recincts; e lection  
•. ju dges; voters. .

204D.25 Special e lection  ballots.
official in charge; ru les; re im b u rsem en t.

204D.04 BALLOT PREPARATION.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 2. Instructions to printer; p rin ter’s bond, (a) The official charged with the 
preparation and distribution of the ballots shall prepare instructions lo the printer for 
rotation of the names of candidates and for layout of the ballot.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c), the instructions shall be approved by the 
legal advisor of the official before delivery to the printer.

(c) The legal advisor of a town official is only required to approve instructions 
regarding the rotation of the names of candidates on the ballot.

(d) Before a contract exceeding $1,000 is awarded for printing ballots, the printer 
shall furnish a sufficient bond, letter of credit, or certified check, acceptable to the 
official responsible for printing the ballots, conditioned on printing the ballots in 
conformity with the M innesota Election Law and the instructions delivered. The official 
responsible for printing the ballots shall set the amount of the bond, letter of credit, or 
certified check in an amount equal to the value of the purchase.

History: lSp2001 c 1.0 art 18 s 31

204D.09 EXAMPLE BALLOTS; SAMPLE PRIMARY BALLOTS.
Subdivision 1. Example ballot, (a) No later than June 1 of each year, the secretary 

of state shall supply each auditor with a copy of an example ballot. The example ballot 
must illustrate the format required for the ballots used in the primary and general 
elections that year.

(b) The county auditor shall distribute copies of the example ballot to municipal 
and school district clerks in municipalities and school districts holding elections that 
year. The official ballot must conform in all respects to the example ballot.

Subd. 2. Sample ballot. A t least two weeks before the state primary the county 
auditor shall prepare a sample state partisan primary ballot and a sample state and 
county nonpartisan primary ballot for public inspection. The names of all of the 
candidates to be voted for in the county shall be placed on the sample ballots, with the 
names of the candidates for each office arranged alphabetically according to the 
surname. Only one sample state partisan primary ballot and one sample state and 
county nonpartisan ballot shall be prepared for any county. The county auditor shall 
post the sample ballots in a conspicuous place in the auditor’s office and shall cause 
them to be published at least one week before the state primaiy in at least one 
newspaper of general circulation in the county.

History: lSp2001 c 10 art 18 s 32

204D.11 STATE GENERAL ELECTION BALLOTS; CANDIDATES; OFFICIAL IN 
CHARGE; RULES; REIMBURSEMENT.

[For text o f  subds 1 lo 3, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 4. Special federal white ballot, (a) The names of all candidates for the 
offices of president and vice-president of the United States and senator and representa­
tive in Congress shall be placed on a ballot printed on white paper which shall be 
known as the “special federal white ballot.”
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(b) This ballot shall be prepared by the county auditor in the same manner as the 
white ballot and shall be subject to the rules adopted by the secretary of state pursuant 
to subdivision 1. This ballot must be prepared and furnished in accordance with the 
federal Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, United States Code, 
title 42, section 1973ff.

(c) The special federal white ballot shall be the only ballot sent to citizens of the 
United States who are eligible to vote by absentee ballot for federal candidates in 
Minnesota.

[For text o f  subds 5 and 6, see M.S.2000]

History: lSp2001 c 10 art 18 s 33 

204D.24 SPECIAL ELECTIONS; PRECINCTS; ELECTION JUDGES; VOTERS.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 2. Voter registration. An individual may register to vote at a special primary 
or special election at any time before the1 day that the polling place rosters for the 
special primary or special election are prepared by the secretary of state. The secretary 
of state shall provide the county auditors with notice of this date at least seven days 
before the printing of the rosters. This subdivision does not apply to a special election 
held on the same day as the state primary, state general election, or the regularly 
scheduled primary or general election of a municipality, school district, or' special 
district.

History: lSp200I c 10 art 18 s 34

204D.25 SPECIAL ELECTION BALLOTS.
Subdivision 1. Form.'Except as provided in subdivision 2, the coun'ty auditor shall 

prepare separate ballots for a special primary and special election as required by 
sections 204D.17 to 204D.27. The ballots shall be headed “Special Primary Ballot” or 
“Special Election Ballot” as the case may be, followed by the date of the'special 
primary or special election. Immediately below the title of each office to be filled1 shall
be printed the words “To fill vacancy in term expiring ..........with the date of
expiration of the term and any other information that is necessary to distinguish the 
office from any other office'to. be voted upon at the same election. For a special 
primary or special election, the instructions to voters may use the singular form of the 
wo’rd'when referring to candidates and offices when only one office is to be filled at the 
special election. Otherwise the form of the ballots shall comply as far as practicable 
with the laws relating to ballots for state primaries and state general elections. The 
county auditor shall post a sample of each ballot in the auditor’s office as soon as 
prepared and not later than four days before the special primary or special election. 
Publication of the sample ballot for a special primary or special election is not 
required.'

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2000]

History: 2001 c 7 s 45
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