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CHAPTER 203B
'ABSENTEE VOTING

203B.04 Application for ballots. 203B.16 Absent voters in the military or outside
203B.06 Applications; filing with county auditor or the United States. -~
municipal clerk; delivery of ballot. 203B.17 Application for ballot.

2038.07 Return and ballot envelopes; directions to
voters.

203B.04 APPLICATION FOR BALLOTS.

Subdivision 1. Application procedures. Except as otherwise allowed by subdivision
2, an application for absentee ballots for any election may be submitted at any time not
less than one day before the day of that election. The county auditor shall prepare
absentee ballot application forms in the format provided in the rules of the secretary of
state and -shall furnish them to any person on request. An application submitted
pursuant to this subdivision shall be in writing and shall be submitted to:

(a) the county auditor of the county where the applicant maintains residence; or

(b) the municipal clerk of the municipality, or school district if applicable, where
the applicant maintains residence.

An dppllcallon shall be approved if it is tlmuly received, mgnud and dated by the
applicant, contains the applicant’s name and residence and mailing addresses, and
states that the applicant is eligible to vote by absentce ballot for one of the reasons
specified in section 203B.02. The application-may contain a request for the voter’s - date
of birth, which must not be made available for public inspection. An application may be
submitted to the county auditor or municipal clerk by an electronic facsimile device. An
application mailed or returned in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk on
behalf of a voter by a person other than the voter must be deposited in the mail or
returned in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk within ten days after it has
been dated by the voter and no later than six days before the clection. The absentee
ballot applications or a list of persons applying for an absentee ballot may not be made
available for public inspection until the close of voting on election day.

An application under this subdivision may contain an application under subdivision
5 to automatically receive an absentee ballot application. :

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 5. Permanent illness or disability. (a) An eligible voter who reasonably
expects to be permanently unable to go to the polling place on election day because of
illness or disability may apply to a county auditor or municipal clerk under this section
to-automatically receive an absentee ballot application before cach election, other than
an clection by mail conducted under section 204B.45, and to have the status as a
pexmdnent absentee voter indicated on the voter’s registration record.

(b) The secretary of state shall adopt rules governing procedures under thlS
subdivision.

History: 15p2001 ¢ 10 art 18 5 10,11
203B.06 APPLICATIONS; FILING WITH COUNTY AUDITOR OR MUNICIPAL
CLERK; DELIVERY OF BALLOT.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 3a. Unofficial ballots. If no official ballots are ready at the time absentee
balloting is scheduled to begin or the supply is exhausted before absentee balloting
ends, the county auditor or municipal clerk shall prepare unofficial ballots, printed or
written as nearly as practicable in the form of the official ballots. These ballots may be
used until the official ballots are available.

[For text of subds 4 to 8, see M.S.2000]
History: 15p2001 ¢ 10 art 18 s 12
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203B.07 RETURN AND BALLOT ENVELOPES; DIRECTIONS TO VOTERS.

Subdivision 1. Delivery of envelopes, directions. The county auditor or the
municipal clerk shall prepare, print, and transmit a return envelope, a ballot envelope,
and a copy of the directions for casting an absentee ballot to each applicant whose
appllcanon for absentee ballots is accepted pursuant to section 203B.04. The directions
for casting an absentee ballot shall be printed in at least 14-point bold type with heavy
leading and may be printed on the ballot envelope. When a person requests the
directions in Braille or on cassette tape, the county auditor or municipal clerk shall
provide them in the form requested. The secretary of state shall prepare Braille and
cassette copies and make them available.

When a voter registration card is sent to the dpphcant as prov1ded in section
203B.06, subdivision 4, the directions or registration card shall include instructions for
registering to vote.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.2000]
" History: 18p2001 ¢ 10 art 18 s 13

203B.16 ABSENT VOTERS IN THE MILITARY OR OUTSIDE THE UNITED
STATES. S

Subdivision 1. Military service; temporary residence outside United States. Scc-
tions 203B.16 to 203B.27 provide alternative voting procedures for eligible voters who
are absent from the precinct where they maintain residence because they are:

(1) either in the military or the spouses or dependents of individuals serving in. the
m111ta1y, or : : :

- (2) temporarily outside thc, territorial limits of thc Umted StdtCS
Sections 203B.16 to 203B.27 are interided to implement the fedcral Umformcd

and Overseas Citizens Absentec Voting Act, United States Code, title 42, section
197341 ' '

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2000]
 History: 18p2001 ¢ 10 art 18 s 14 ' '

203B.17 APPLICATION FOR BALLOT.

Subdivision 1. Submission of application. (a) An application for absentee ballots
for a voter described in section 203B.16 may be submitted in writing or by electronic
facmmlle device, or by electronic mail upon determination by the secretary of state that
security concerns have been adequately addressed. An application for absentee ballots
for a voter described in section 203B.16 may bc submitted by that voter or by that
voter’s parent, spouse, sister, brother, or child over the age of 18 years. For purposes of
an application under this subcllvmon a person’s social security number, no matter how
it is designated, qualifies as the person’s military identification number: if the person is
in the military.

(b) An application for a voter described in section 203B.16, subdivision 1, shall be
submitted to the county auditor of the county where the voter maintains residence.

(c) An application for a voter described in section 203B.16, subdivision 2, shall be
submitted to the county auditor of the county where the voter last’ maintained
residence in Minnesota.

(d) An application for absentee bdllots for a primary shall also constitute an
application for absentee ballots for any ensuing gc,neral or special election conducted:
during the same calendar year in which the apphcatlon is received.

(e) There shall be no limitation of time for filing and receiving applications for
ballots under sections 203B.16 to 203B.27.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.2000]
History: 1Sp2001 ¢ 10 art 18 s 15
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