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CHAPTER 103F 

PROTECTION OF WATER RESOURCES
103F.325 D esignation  p ro ce d u re . 1U3F.516 . P e rm a n e n t w e tla n d s  p reserve.
103F.5J1 D efin itions. . 103F.612 W e tla n d  p rese rv a tio n  a reas.
103FJ515 C o nservation  reserv e  p rogram . • '

103F.325 DESIGNATION PROCEDURE.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 2. Review and hearing, (a) The commissioner shall make the proposed 
management plan available to affected local governmental bodies, shoreland owners, 
conservation and outdoor recreation groups, the commissioner of trade and economic 
development, the: commissioner of commerce, the governor, and the general public. 
The commissioners of trade and economic development, the state energy office in the 
department of commerce, . and the .governor shall revievv the proposed management 
plan in accordance with the criteria in section 86A.Q9, subdivision 3, and submit any 
written comments to the commissioner within 60 days after receipt of the proposed 
management plan.

(b) By 60 days after making the information available, the commissioner shall 
conduct a public hearing on the proposed management plan in the county seat of each 
county that contains a portion, of the designated system area, in the m anner provided in 
chapter 14.

Subd. 3. Post hearing review. Upon receipt of the administrative lavv judge’s 
report, the commissioner shall immediately forward the proposed management plan 
and the administrative law judge’s report to the commissioners of trade and economic 
development and of commerce for review under section 86A.09, subdivision 3, except 
that the.review by the commissioners must be completed or be deemed completed 
within 30 days after receiving the administrative law judge’s report, and the review by 
the governor must be completed, .or be deemed completed within 15 days after receipt.

[For text o f subds 4 and 5, see M.S.2000/ .

History: / Sp2001 c 4 art 6 s 15,1 6 _

103F.51.1 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 5, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 6. Landowner. “Landowner” means a n . individual or entity that is not 
prohibited from owning agricultural land under section 500.24 and either owns eligible 
land or is purchasing eligible land under a contract for deed.

[For text o f subds 7 to 11, sec M.S.2000]

History: 2001 c 99 s 1 

103F.515 CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 5, see. M.S.2000]

Subd. 6. Payments for conservation easements and establishm ent of cover, (a) The
board must make the following payments to the landowner for the conservation 
easement and agreement:

(1) ■ to establish the perennial cover or other improvements required by the 
agreement: ■

(i) except-as provided in items (ii) and (iii). up to 75 percent of the total eligible 
cost not to'exceed SI 25 per acre for limited duration easements and 100 percent of the 
total eligible cost not to exceed S150 per acre for perpetual easements;
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(ii) for native species restoration, ,75..percent of the total eligible cost not to exceed 
S200 per acre for limited duration easements 'and 100 percent of the total eligible cost 
not to exceed $300 per acre for perpetual easements; and

(iii) 100 percent of the total eligible cost of wetland restoration not to exceed $600 
per acre;

(2). for the cost of planting trees required by the agreement, up to 75 percent of 
the total eligible cost not to exceed S250 per acre for limited duration easements, and 
100 percent of the total eligible cost not to exceed S400 per acre for perpetual 
easements:

. (3) for a perm anent easement, 70 percent of the township average equalized 
estimated market value of agricultural property as established by the commissioner of 
revenue at the time of easement application;

(4) for an easement of limited duration, 90 percent of the present value of the 
average of the accepted bids for the federal conservation reserve program, as contained 
in Public Law Number 99-198, in the relevant geographic area and on bids accepted at 
the time of easement application; or

(5) an alternative payment system for easements based on cash rent or a similar 
system as may be determined by the board.

(b) For hillside pasture conservation easements, the payments to the landowner in 
paragraph (a) for the conservation easement and agreement must be reduced to reflect 
the Value of similar property.

(c) The board may establish a payment systeni for flowage easements acquired 
under this section; ' "

.(d) For wetland restoration projects involving more than one conservation ease
ment, state payments for restoration costs may exceed the'limits set forth in this scction 
for an individual easement provided the total payment for the restoration project does 
not exceed the amount payable for the total number of acres involved.

(e) The board may use available nonstate funds.to excecd the payment limits in 
this section.

[For text o f  subds 7 to 9, see M.S.2000J

History: 2001 c 99 s 2

103F.516 PERMANENT WETLANDS PRESERVE.
Subdivision 1. Easements. Upon application by a landowner, the board may 

acquire perm anent easements and may pay for the cost of related capital improvement 
projects to preserve or restore wetlands on land containing type L, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 
wetlands, as defined in United States Fish and Wildlife Service Circular No. 39 (1971 
edition), public waters wetlands, or public waters.

Subd. 2. Nature of property rights acquired, (a) The nature of property rights 
acquired in an easement under this section must be consistent with the provisions of 
section 103F.515, subdivision 4.

(b) A perm anent easement may include four adjacent upland acres of land for 
each acre of wetlands, public waters, wetlands, or public waters included.

(c) The easement must require that the landowner control noxious weeds in 
accordance with sections 18.77 to 18:88.

; (d) The perm anent easem ent must be conveyed to the state in recordable form 
free of any prior title, lien, or encumbrance and must provide for a right of entry by the 
state for inspection and correction of violations.

Subd. 3. Payment, (a) Payment for the conservation easement may be made in ten 
equal annual payments or, at the option of the landowner, in a lump., sum at:

(1) 50 percent of the township average equalized estimated m arket.. value of 
agricultural ■ property as established by the commissioner o f  revenue at the time of 
easement application for wetlands, public waters wetlands, or public waters ■ located
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outside of the metropolitan counties, as defined in section 473.121, subdivision 4, and 
wetlands located on agricultural lands within a metropolitan county;

(2) for wetlands, public waters wetlands, or public waters located on nonagricultur- 
al land within the metropolitan county, 20 percent of the township average equalized 
estimated market value of agricultural property as established by the commissioner of 
revenue at the time of easement application; or

(3) for wetlands, public waters wetlands, or public waters connected to a public or 
private drainage system, an amount determined by the board based on- the fair market 
value of the land if drainage infrastructure were restored.

(b) Payment for adjacent upland acreage of cropped and noncropped land under 
subdivision 2, paragraph (b), must be made at 90 pcrcent and .60 percent, respectively, 
of the township average equalized market value of agricultural land as established by 
the commissioner of revenue at the time of easement application.

[For text o f subds 4 and '5, see M.S.2000]

History: 2001 c 146 s 1-3 

103F.612 WETLAND PRESERVATION AREAS.

[For text ‘o f subds 1 to 7, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 8. Authority of watershed management organization. A  watershed manage
ment organization with an approved watershed management plan under section 
103B.231 has the same authority as a county to receive and act on applications under 
sections 103F.612 to 103F.616.

History: 2001 c 146 s 4
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