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203B.03 PROHIBITIONS; PENALTIES.
Subdivision 1. Violation. No individual shall intentionally:
(a) make or sign any false certificate required by this chapter;
(b) make any false or untrue statement in any application for absentee ballots;
(c) apply for absentee ballots more than once in ahy election with the intent to cast an 

illegal ballot;
(d) exhibit a ballot marked by that individual to any other individual;
(e) do any act in violation of the provisions of this chapter for the purpose of casting an 

illegal vote in any precinct or for the purpose of aiding another to cast an illegal vote;
(f) use information from absentee ballot materials or records for purposes unrelated to 

elections, political activities, or law enforcement;
(g) provide assistance to an absentee voter except in the manner provided by section 

204C.15, subdivision 1;
(h) solicit the vote of an absentee voter while in the immediate presence of the voter 

during the time the individual knows the absentee voter is voting; or
(i) alter an absentee ballot application after it has been signed by the voter, except by an 

election official for administrative purposes.
Before inspecting information from absentee ballot materials or records, an individual 

shall provide identification to the public official having custody of the material or informa- 
tiipn.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.1998]

. History: 1999 c 132 s 8

203B.04 APPLICATION FOR BALLOTS.
Subdivision 1. Application procedures. Except as otherwise allowed by subdivision 2, 

an application for absentee ballots for any election may be submitted at any time not less than 
one day before the day of that election. The county auditor shall prepare absentee ballot ap- 
plication forms in the format provided in the rules of the secretary of state and shall furnish 
them to any person on request. An application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be 
in writing and shall be submitted to:

(a) the county auditor of the county where the applicant maintains residence; or
(b) the municipal clerk of the municipality, or school district if applicable, where the 

applicant maintains residence.
An application shall be accepted if it is signed and dated by the applicant, contains the 

applicant’s name and residence and mailing addresses, and states that the applicant is eligible 
to vote by absentee ballot for one of the reasons specified in section 203B .02. The application 
may contain a request for the voter’s date of birth, which must not be made available for pub­
lic inspection. An application may be submitted lo the county auditor or municipal clerk by 
an electronic facsimile device, at the discretion of the auditor or clerk. An application mailed 
or returned in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk on behalf of a voter by a person 
other than the voter must be deposited in the mail or returned in person to the county auditor
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or municipal clerk within ten days after it has been dated by the voter and no later than six 
days before the election. The absentee ballot applications or a list of persons applying for an 
absentee ballot may not be made available for public inspection until the close of voting on 
election day.

[For text o f subds 2 to 5, see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c 132 s 9

203B.07 RETURN AND BALLOT ENVELOPES; DIRECTIONS TO VOTERS.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 2. Design of envelopes. The return envelope shall be of sufficient size to conve­
niently enclose and contain the ballot envelope and a voter registration card folded along its 
perforations. The return envelope shall be designed to open oil the left hand end. A certificate 
of eligibility to vote by absentee ballot shall be printed on the right hand three-fourths of the 
back of the envelope. The certificate shall contain a statement to be signed and sworn by the 
voter indicating that the voter meets all of the requirements established by law for voting by 
absentee ballot. The certificate shall also contain a statement signed by a person who is regis­
tered to vote in Minnesota or by a notary public or other individual authorized to administer 
oaths stating that:

(a) the ballots were displayed to that individual unmarked;
(b) the voter marked the ballots in that individual’s presence without showing how they 

were marked, or, if the voter was physically unable to mark them, that the voter directed 
another individual to mark them; and

(c) if the voter was not previously registered, the voter has provided proof of residence 
as required by section 201.061, subdivision 3.

The county auditor or municipal clerk shall affix first class postage to the return envel­
opes.

History: 1999 c 132 s 10

203B.08 MARKING AND RETURN OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS.
Subdivision 1. Marking and return by voter. An eligible voter who receives absentee 

ballots as provided in this chapter shall mark them in the manner specified in the directions 
for casting the absentee ballots. The return envelope containing marked ballots may be 
mailed as provided in the directions for casting the absentee ballots or may be left with the 
county auditor or municipal clerk who transmitted the absentee ballots to the voter. If deliv­
ered in person by an agent, the return envelope must be submitted to the county auditor or 
municipal clerk by 3:00 p.m. on election day.

The voter may designate an agent to deliver in person the sealed absentee ballot return 
envelope to the county auditor or municipal clerk or to deposit the return envelope in the 
mail. An agent may deliver or mail the return envelopes of not more than three voters in any 
election. Any person designated as an agent who tampers with either the return envelope or 
the voted ballots or does not immediately mail or deliver the return envelope to the county 
auditor or municipal clerk is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Subd. la. [Repealed, 1999 c 132 s 46]

[For text o f  subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1998]

Subd..3a. [Repealed, 1999 c 132 s 46]

[For text o f subd 4, see M. S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 132 s 11

203B.081 LOCATIONS FOR ABSENTEE VOTING IN PERSON.
An eligible voter may vote by absentee ballot during the 30 days before the election in 

the office of the county auditor and at any other polling place designated by the county audi­
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tor. The county auditor shall make such designations at least 90 days before the election. At 
least one voting booth in each polling place must be made available by the county auditor for 
this purpose.

History: 1999 c 132 s 12

203B.085 COUNTY AUDITOR’S OFFICE TO REMAIN OPEN DURING CERTAIN 
HOURS PRECEDING ELECTION.

The county auditor’s office in each county must be open for acceptance of absentee bal­
lot applications and casting of absentee ballots from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday and 
until 5:00 p.m. on Monday immediately preceding a primary or general election. Town 
clerks’ offices must be open for absentee voting from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on the Satur­
day before a town general election held in March. The school district clerk, when performing 
the county auditor’s election duties, need not comply with this section.

History: 1999 c 132 s 13

203B.11 HOSPITAL PATIENTS AND RESIDENTS OF HEALTH CARE FACILI­
TIES.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.1998j

Subd. 2. Twenty days before an election. During the 20 days preceding an election, the 
election judges shall deliver absentee ballots only to an eligible voter who has applied for 
absentee bal lots to the county auditor or municipal clerk under section 203B.04. subdivision 
1.

[For text o f subd 3, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 4. Agent delivery of ballots. During the four days preceding an election and until 
2:00 p.m. on election day, an eligible voter who is a patient of a health care facility may desig­
nate an agent to deliver the ballots to the voter from the county auditor or municipal clerk. A 
candidate at the election may not be designated as an agent. The voted ballots must be re­
turned to the county auditor or municipal clerk no later than 3:00 p.m. on election day. The 
voter must complete an affidavit requesting the auditor or clerk to provide the agent with the 
ballots in a sealed transmittal envelope. The affidavit must include a statement from the voter 
stating that the ballots were delivered to the voter by the agent in the sealed transmittal enve­
lope. An agent may deliver ballots to no more than three persons in any election. The secre­
tary of state shall provide samples of the affidavit and transmission envelope for use by the 
county auditors.

History: 1999 c 132 s 14,15

203B.12 ELECTION JUDGES TO RECEIVE AND COUNT BALLOTS.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 4, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1999 c 132 s 46]

[For text o f subds 6 and 7, see M.S.1998]
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