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CHAPTER 168A 

MOTOR VEHICLE TITLES
168A.05 Certificate o f title. 168A.30 Violations and penalties.
168A .I0 Transfer o f interest by owner. 168A.40 A utomobile theft prevention program.
168A.20 Satisfaction o f  security interest.

168A.05 CERTIFICATE OF TITLE.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 5. Forms, (a) The certificate of title shall contain forms:
(1) for assignment and warranty of title by the owner;
(2) for assignment and warranty of title by a dealer;-
(3) to apply for a certificate of title by a transferee;'
(4) to name a secured party; and
(5) to make the disclosure required by section 325F.6641.
(b) The certificate of title must also include a separate detachable postcard entitled “No­

tice of Sale”, that contains, but is not limited to, the vehicle’s title number and vehicle identifi­
cation number. The postcard must include sufficient space for the owner to record the pur­
chaser’s name, address, and driver’s license number, if any, and the date of sale. The notice of 
sale must include clear instructions regarding the owner’s responsibility to complete and re­
turn the form, or to transmit the required information electronically in a form acceptable to 
the commissioner, pursuant to section 168A.10, subdivision 1.

[For text o f subds 5a to 8, see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 10
N O T E: The am endment to subdivision 5 by Laws 1999, chapter 238, article 2, section 10, is effective July 1, 2000. Laws 

1999, chapter 238. article 2, section 93.

168A.10 TRANSFER OF INTEREST BY OWNER.
Subdivision 1. Assignment and warranty of title; mileage; notice of sale. If an owner 

transfers interest in a vehicle other than by the creation of a security interest, the owner shall 
at the time of the delivery of the vehicle execute an assignment and warranty of title to the 
transferee and shall state the actual selling price in the space provided on the certificate. 
Within ten days of the date of sale, other than a sale by or to a licensed motor vehicle dealer, 
the owner shall: (1) complete, detach, and return to the department the postcard on the certifi­
cate entitled “Notice of Sale,” if one is provided, including the transferee’s name, address, 
and driver’s license number, if any, and the date of sale; or (2) transmit this information elec­
tronically in a form acceptable to the commissioner. With respect to motor vehicles subject to 
the provisions of section 325E. 15, the transferor shall also, in the space provided therefor on 
the certificate, state the true cumulative mileage registered on the odometer or that the actual 
mileage is unknown if the odometer reading is known by the transferor to be different from 
the true mileage. The transferor shall cause the certificate and assignment to be delivered to 
the transferee immediately.

Subd. 2. Application for new certificate. Except as provided in section 168A. 11, the 
transferee shall, within ten days after assignment to the transferee of the vehicle title certifi­
cate, execute the application for a new certificate of title in the space provided on the certifi­
cate, and cause the certificate of title to be mailed or delivered to the department. Failure of 
the transferee to comply with this subdivision shall result in the suspension of the vehicle’s 
registration under section 168.17.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 5. Compliance removes liability after delivery. Except as provided in section 
168A. 11 and as between the parties, a transfer by an owner is not effective until the provi-
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sions of this section have been complied with; however, an owner who has delivered posses­
sion of the vehicle to the transferee and has complied, or within 48 hours after such delivery 
does comply, with the provisions of this section requiring action by the owner is not liable as 
owner for any damages resulting from operation of the vehicle after the delivery of the ve­
hicle to the transferee. An owner is not liable who has complied with the provisions of this 
section except for completing and returning the Notice of Sale or transmitting the required 
information electronically under subdivision 1.

History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 11-13
N O T E: The amendments to subdivisions 1 ,2, and 5 by Laws 1999, chapter 238, an iclc 2, sections 11 .12 ,and 13 .are effec­

tive July 1, 2000. Laws 1999, chaptcr 238, article 2, section 93.

168A.20 SATISFACTION OF SECURITY INTEREST.
Subdivision 1. Certificate with latest secured party; release. Upon the satisfaction of 

a security interest in a vehicle for which the certificate of title is in the'possession of the se­
cured party, the secured party shall within 15 days, or seven days if satisfied by a dealer li­
censed under section 168.27, subdivision 2, 3, or 4, execute a release of security interest in 
the space provided therefor on the certificate or as the department prescribes, and mail or 
deliver the certificate and release to the next secured party named therein, or if none, to the 
owner or any person who delivers to the secured party an authorization from the owner to 
receive the certificate. The owner, other than a dealer holding the vehicle for resale, shall 
promptly cause the certificate and release, together with the required fees and taxes, to be 
mailed or delivered to the department, which shall release the secured party’s rights on the 
certificate or issue a new certificate.

Subd. la. Title issued before July 1,1990. For titles issued to the secured party before 
July 1, 1990, the secured party shall hold the certificate of title until the security interest is 
satisfied.'

Subd. 2. Certificate with prior secured party; release. Upon the satisfaction of a se­
curity interest in a vehicle for which the certificate of title is in the possession of a prior se­
cured party, the secured party whose security interest is satisfied shall within 15 days, or 
seven days if satisfied by a dealer licensed under section 168.27, subdivision 2, 3, or 4, 
execute a release in the form the department prescribes and deliver the release to the owner or 
any person who delivers to the secured party an authorization from the owner to receive it. 
The secured party in possession of the certificate of title shall either deliver the certificate to 
the owner, or the person authorized by the owner, for delivery' to the department, or upon 
receipt of the release,.mail or deliver it with the certificate to the department, which shall 
release the subordinate secured party’s rights on the certificate or issue a new certificate.

Subd‘ 3. Certificate with owner. Upon the satisfaction of a security interest in a vehicle 
for which the certificate of title is in the possession of the owner, the secured party shall with­
in 15 days, or seven days if satisfied by a dealer licensed under section 168.27, subdivision 2, 
3, or 4, execute a release of security interest on the form prescribed by the department and 
mail or deliver the notification with release to the owner or any person who delivers to the 
secured party an authorization from the owner to receive the release.

Subd. 4. Satisfaction of lien for child support; release. If the secured party is a public 
authority or a child support or maintenance obligee with a lien under section 168A.05, subdi­
vision 8, upon either the.satisfaction of a security interest in a vehicle for which the certificate 
of title is in the possession of the owner, or the execution by the owner of a written payment 
agreement determined to be acceptable by the court, a child support magistrate, the public 
authority, or the obligee, within 15 days, or seven days if satisfied by a dealer licensed under 
section 168.27, subdivision 2, 3, or 4, the secured party shall execute a release of security 
interest on the form prescribed by the department and mail or deliver the notification with 
release to the owner or any person who delivers to the secured party an authorization from the 
owner to receive the release.

History: 1999 c 131 s 1; 1999 c 196 art 2 s 2

168A.30 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.

[F or text o f  subd 1, see M .S.1998]
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Subd. 2. Willful or fraudulent act or failure to act; misdemeanors. A person is guilty 
of a misdemeanor who:

(1) with fraudulent intent permits another, not entitled thereto, to use or have possession 
of a certificate of title;

(2) willfully fails to mai 1 or deliver a certificate of title to the department within the time 
required by sections 168A.01 to 168A.31;

(3) willfully fai Is to deliver to the transferee a certificate of title within ten days after the 
time required by sections 168A.01 to 168A.3I;

(4) commits a fraud in any application for a certificate of title;
(5) fails to notify the department of any fact as required by sections 168A.01 to 

168A.31, except for the facts included in the notice of sale described in section 168A. 10, sub­
division I ; or

(6) willfully violates any other provision of sections 168A.01 to 168A.31 except as 
otherwise provided in sections 168A.01 to 168A.31.

History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 14
N O T E: The am endment to subdivision 2 by Laws 1999, chapter 238, article 2, section 14, is effective July 1,2000. Laws 

1999, chapter 238, article-2,.scction 93.

168A .40 AUTOMOBILE THEFT PREVENTION PROGRAM.

[ For text o f subd 1, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 2. Program duties. The automobile theft prevention board shall:
(1) develop and sponsor the implementation of statewide plans, programs, and strate­

gies to combat automobile theft, improve the administration of the automobile theft laws, 
and provide a forum for identification of critical problems for those persons dealing with au­
tomobile theft;

(2) coordinate the development, adoption, and implementation of plans, programs, and 
strategies relating to interagency and intergovernmental cooperation with respect to automo­
bile theft enforcement;

(3) annually audit the plans and programs that it has funded in whole or in part to evalu­
ate the effectiveness of the plans and programs and withdraw funding should the board deter­
mine that a plan or program is ineffective or is no longer in need of further financial support 
from the fund;

(4) develop a plan of operation including an assessment of the scope of the problem of 
automobile theft, including areas of the state where the problem is greatest; an analysis of 
various methods of combating the problem of automobile theft; a plan for providing finan­
cial support to combat automobile theft; a plan for eliminating car hijacking; and an estimate 
of the funds required to implement the plan; and

(5) distribute money from the automobile theft prevention special revenue account for 
automobile theft prevention activities, including:

(i) paying the administrative costs of the board;
(ii) providing financial support to the state patrol and local law enforcement agencies 

for automobile theft enforcement teams;
(iii) providing financial support to state or local law enforcement agencies for programs 

designed to reduce the incidence of automobile theft and for improved equipment and tech­
niques for responding to automobile thefts;

(iv) providing financial support to local prosecutors for programs designed to reduce 
the incidence of automobile theft;

(v) providing financial support to judicial agencies for programs designed to reduce the 
incidence of automobile theft;

(vi) providing financial support for neighborhood or community organizations or busi­
ness organizations for programs designed to reduce the incidence of automobile theft;

(vii) providing financial support for automobile theft educational and training pro­
grams for state and local law enforcement officials, driver and vehicle services exam and in­
spections staff, and members of the judiciary; and
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(viii) conducting educational programs designed to inform automobile owners of meth­
ods of preventing automobile theft and to provide equipment, for experimental purposes, to 
enable automobile owners to prevent automobile theft.

By January 15 of each year, the board shall report to the governor and legislature on its 
activities and expenditures in the preceding year.

[For text o f  subds 3 mid 4, see M.S. 1998/

History: 1999 c 216 art 5 s I
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