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CHAPTER 117 

EMINENT DOMAIN
117.085 Commissioners, powers, duties. 117.47 Permits; licenses.

117.085 COMMISSIONERS, POWERS, DUTIES.
The commissioners, having been duly sworn and qualified according to law, shall meet 

as directed by the order of appointment and hear the allegations and proofs of all persons 
interested touching the matters to them committed. They may adjourn from time to time and 
from place to place within the county, giving oral notice to those present of the time and place 
of their next meeting. All testimony taken by them shall be given publicly, under oath, and in 
their presence. They shall view the premises, and any of them may subpoena witnesses, 
which shall be served as subpoenas in civil actions are served, and at the cost of the parties 
applying therefor. If deemed necessary, they may require the petitioner or owner to furnish

■ for their use maps, plats, and other information which the petitioner or owner may have 
showing the nature, character, and extent of the proposed undertaking and the situation of 
lands desired therefor. In proper cases they may reserve to the owner a right of way or other 
privilege in or over the land taken, or attach reasonable conditions to such taking in addition 
to the damages given or they may make an alternative award, conditioned upon the granting 
or withholding of the right specified. Without unreasonable delay they shall make a separate 
assessment and award of the damages which in their judgment will result to each of the own
ers of the land by reason of such taking and report the same to the court. The commissioners 
shall not reduce the amount of the damages awarded because the land being taken is, at the 
time of the taking, valued under section 273. .111, designated as an agricultural preserve under 
chapter 473H. The commissioners, in all such proceedings, may in their discretion allow and 
show separately in addition to the award of damages, reasonable appraisal fees not to exceed 
a total of $500. Upon request of an owner the commissioners shall show in their report the 
amount of the award of damages which is to reimburse the owner and tenant or lessee for the 
value of the land taken, and the amount of the award of damages, if any, which is to reimburse 
the owner and tenant or lessee for damages to the remainder involved, whether or not de
scribed in the petition. The amounts awarded to each person shall also be shown separately. 
The commissioners shall, if requested by any party, make an express finding of the estimated 
cost of removal and remedial actions that will be necessary on the taken property because of 
existing environmental contamination.

History: 1999 c 161 s 1

117.47 PERMITS; LICENSES.
The commissioner of natural resources may grant permits and licenses or leases on and 

across lands owned by the state to any corporation or association engaged in or preparing to 
engage in the business of mining and beneficiating taconite as defined in section 298.001, 
subdivision 4, or semitaconite as defined in section 298.34, for the purpose of providing the 
corporation or association necessary easements, rights of way and surface rights over, 
through and across such lands for the erection and maintenance of pipe lines, pole lines, con
duits, sluiceways, roads, railroads and tramways. The commissioner may grant permits and 
licenses or leases for flowage rights, rights to transport crude ore, concentrates or waste ma
terials over such state-owned lands, and may lease state-owned lands for the depositing of 
stripping, lean ores, tailings, or waste products of such business. Such permits, licenses or 
leases, may also authorize the use of state-owned lands by such corporation or association 
for plants and other buildings necessary to the proper carrying on of such business and may 
grant \yater rights and other rights requisite to the construction of wharves, piers, breakwa
ters, or similar facilities necessary to the carrying on of such business or the shipment of the 
products thereof. The commissioner may also license the flooding of state lands in connec
tion with any permit or authorization for the use of public waters issued by the legislature or 
issued by the commissioner pursuant to law. Such permits, licenses, and leases shall be upon 
such conditions and for such consideration and for such period of time as the commissioner
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may determine. The county auditor, with the approval of the county board, is authorized to 
grant permits, licenses and leases for all such purposes across tax-forfeited lands not held by 
the state free from any trust in favor of any and all taxing districts, upon such conditions and 
for such consideration and for such period of time as the county board may determine. Any 
proceeds from the granting of such permits, licenses or leases shall be apportioned and dis
tributed as other proceeds from the sale or rental of tax-forfeited lands.

History: 1999 c 86 art 1 s 26
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