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373.01 POWERS.

~ Subdivision 1. Public corporatlon' llsted powers. Each county 1s a body pohtlc and
corporate and may:

(1) Sue andbe sued.

~(2) Acquire and hold real and personal property for the use. of the county, and lands sold
for taxes as provided by law: - = w

*(3)Purchase and hold for the benefit of the county real estate sold by v1rtue of Jud1c1al
proceedmgs to which the county is-a party. =~ -

(4) Sell, lease, and convey real or personal estate’ owned by'the county, and give con-
tracts or options to sell, lease, or convey it, and make orders: respectmg it as deemed condu-
cive to the interests of the county s inhabitants.: " oo S

No sale, leasé, of conveyance of real estate owned by the. county, except the lease ofa
residence acqu1red for the furtherance of an approved capital improvement project, hor any
contract or option for it, shall be valid, without first advert1s1ng for bids or proposals in the
. official  newspaper of the county for three consecutive weeks and ohceina newspaper of gen-
eral crrculatlon in the afea wheré the property is located. The notice shall state the time and
place of cons1der1ng the proposals contain a legal descnpuon ‘of any real estate, and a brief
description of any personal property. Leases that donotexceed $15,000 for any one yearmay
be negotlated and are not subject to the; compet1t1ve ‘bid procedures of this section. All pro-
posals est1mated to exceed $15,000 in any one year shall be considered at the time set for. the
bid opening, and thé one most favorable tothe county accepted, but the county board may, in
the interest of the county, reject any orall proposals Sales of personal property the value of
‘which s estimatéd to be $15,000 or more shall be made only after advertising for bids or pro-
posals as provided for real estate. Sales of personal property the value of which is estimated
to be less than $15,000 my be made either on competitive bids or.in the oopen market, in the
discretion of the county board. Notwithstanding anythiiig to the contrary heréin, the county
may, when acquiring real property for county highway right—of-way, exchange parcels of
real property of substantially similar or-equal value without advertising for bids: The esti-
mated values for these parcels shall be determined by the county assessor. = . -

If real estate or personal property remains unsold after advertising for and. cons1derat1on
of bids or proposals thie county may employ a broker to sell the property. The broker may sell
the property for not less than 90 percent of its appraised market value a$ determined by the
county. The broker’s fee shall be set by agreement with the county but may not exceed ten

" percent of the sale price and must be paid from the proceeds of the sale. - 5707 # 5

,,:
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A county or its agent may rent a county—owned residence acquired for the furtherance
of an approved capital improvement project subject to the conditions set by the county board
and not subject to the conditions for lease otherwise provrded by this clause.

In n6 casé shall Iands be drsposed of without thére bemg reserved to the county all iron
ore and other valuable minerals in and upon the lands, with right to explore for, mine and
remove theiron ore and other valiable minerals, nor shall the minerals and mineral nghts be
d1sposed of, either before or after disposition of the surface rights, othérwise than by miining _
lease, in.similar general form to that provided by section 93.20 for mining leases affecting
state lands. The lease shall be for a term not exceeding 50 years, and be issued on a royalty
‘basis, the royalty to be not less‘than 25 cents per ton of 2,240 pounds, and fix a minimum
amount of royalty, payable during each year, whether mineral is removed-or not. Prospecting
options for mining leases may be granted for periods not exceeding one year. The optioris
shall require, among other things, penod1ca1 showings to the county board of the results of
exploration work done ’ .

(5) Makeaall contracts and doall other acts in relatlon to the ] property and concerns of the
county necessary-to the exercise of its corporate powers. .

. Subd. 2 Road equlpment agreements, terms. Notwithstanding any other contrary
law,a county-may enter into a rental purchase agreement or conditional sales agreement to
acqu1re road equipment but the seller shall be limited to the remedy of recovery of the proper-
ty in case of nonpayment of all or part of the purchase price. The purchase prlce shall be pay—
able over not more than five years. X

. .Subd. 3. Capital notes. A county board may, by, resolution and without referendum
issue capital notes subject to the county debt limit to purchase capital equlpment ‘useful for
county purposes that has an expected useful life at least equal to the term of the notes. The
notes shall be payable in not more than five years and shall be issued on tefms and in a mianner
the board determines. A tax levy shall be made for payment of the principal and interest on
the notes, in accordance with section 475.61, as in the case of bonds. For purposes of this
;subdivision, “capital equipment” means public safety,- ambulance, road construction or
maintenance, medical, and data processing equipment. : :

Subd. 4. Tax antncnpatlon certificates. The county board of any county may, by resolu—
tion, issue and sell as many certificates. of indebtedness as may be needed-in anticipation of
the collection of taxes levied for any fund named-in the tax levy for the purpose of raising
money for such fund, but the certificates outstandmg for any such separate funds shall not on
the date on which the certlﬁcates areissued exceed 75 percent of the amount of taxes pre-
_vrously levied for such fund remmmng uncollected No certificate shall be issued to become
due and payable later than 15 moriths after the déadling for the certrﬁcatlon of the property
tax levy under section 275 07, subd1v1s1on 1,and the certrﬁcates ‘shall notbe sold for less than
‘par and accrued interést. The certlﬁcates of indebtedness may| be issued at any time after the
levy has been ﬁnally made and cemﬁed to the cournty. auditor. They shall be ‘numbered con-
secutively, be in‘'denominations of $100 ora multiplé thereof, may have interest coupons at-
tached, shall be otherwise of such forim and terms, and may be made payable at such place, as
wﬂl best aid in their negotiation, and the ‘proceeds of the tax assessed and collected on ac-
count of the fund'and the full faith and credit of the county shall'be irrevocably pledged for
the redeniption and payment of the ceruﬁcates so issued. Such cetificates shall be payable
,pnmanly from the moneys g denved from the levy for the years against which such certificates
‘were issued, but shall constltute unlmuted general obligations of thé county. Money derived
from thé sale of such cemﬁcates shall be credrted to the fund or funds the taxes for wmch are
s0 antlcrpated ' ' o

- BiStoxy: (638) RL's 409: 1907 ¢ 310 s 1,-1961 ¢ 539 5 11965 ¢'56 s 1; 1973 ¢ 163
s 1; 1984 ¢ 4375 1; 1984 ¢ 629 5 1985c108s4 1989¢ 265 1; 1989¢ 176521996
.c471art3s54 o
373011 [Repealed 19610561517] S

373 013 [Repealed 1996 < 310 0y ;1]
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373.02 POWERS, HOW EXERCISED. SRR P

.~ ~The powers of the county as a body politic and corporate shall only be exercrsed by the
county board or in pursuance of a resolution adopted by the county board. Deeds and other
written instruments made by the county shall be executed in its name by the chair of the
county board and by the clerk of the board.. ;

Hlstory (641) RL s 411; 1984 c 629 s 1 1986 c 444

-373.03 CONVEYANCES TO COUNTY EFFECT o
-All real and personal estate conveyed by any form of conveyance to a county or its in-
habrtants or to any .person for the use and benefit of a county-or its inhabitants, shall be
deemed to be the property thereof The conveyances shall have the same force and effect as 1f
‘made to the county by its corporate name. NS

i, History: (640) RLs410; 1984 ¢ 62951 - PR
373.04. CERTAIN COUNTIES, AUTHORIZED TO CON STRUCT BRANCH RAIL-
ROAD TRACKS.

" When county burldrngs or burldrngs in wh1ch a county*rs mterested wrth other countres
are,on land adjacent to or near arailway track, the county where the burldlngs are located,
may pay from its general revenue fund, or from any money raised by itin excess of its propor-
tionate share for the institution, the costs of procuting a right of way for and the burldrng ofa
branch track suitable for transportahon from the rarlway track to the burldrngs of the articles
and commodrtres needed by | the institution and of persons gorng to and from it. '

Hlstory (639) 1915 ¢ 55;1984 ¢ 62951 -
373.041 POLICE—OPERATED BROADCASTING STATIONS. s
Subdivision 1. Station and mobile units by sheriff..A county may: estabhsh construct,
equip.and maintain a radio broadcasting statron with land—ﬁxed repeater stations and two—
Wway communication mobile units as necessary to be used for pubhc safety purposes under
the d1rectron of the shenff The county may acqurre land by grft purchase or condemnatron

commumcatlons adopted by the department of pubhc safety after consultatron with the pro-
fessional communications officers representing law enforcement agencies’ ‘involved in the
plan The’ department of public safety shall adopt rules’ to 1mp1ement thé statewide plan.

Subd 2. Rules and regulatlons, FCC: A courity owning and maintaining a broadcast-
ing statron under subdivision 1 may, stibject to the rules and regulatlons of the Federal Comi-
munications’ Commrssron extend its facilities to any crty located in the county, and to any
ad_|01nmg county and’ any city in'an adJormng county, upon apphcatlon of its governing body
to the county ‘bodrd requesting radro communication and service: All mobile radio equip-
ment 'and ‘apparatiis for two—way commiunication used for the extended service shall be
owned, maintained and serviced by the county owning the broadcastmg station. Charges for
the servrce ‘extended to counties and mumcrpahtres shall be'made ona cost sharing basis.

Subd. 3. Sheriff radio and maintenance account. AL rnoney received as charges for
the service rendered under subdrvrsron 2 shall be kept in'an account designated the “Sheriff
Radio and Maintenance Account,” shall not be transferred-or apportionedto any other fund
or account, and shall be'used for no other purpose: than the purchase of radro equrpment and
maintenance of radio equrpment and apparatus.’

" Subd. 4. Sheriff; duties. “The ‘sheriff of the county ownmg the tadio facilities shall
broadcast all police drspatches and’ ‘reports submitted which, in the'| oplmon of the sheriff,
have a reasonable relation to or connection with the apprehension of Criminals, the preven-
tion &f crime and the maintenance of peace and order throughout the area serv1ced by the
broadcastrng station or stations.

' History: 1949c387s ]—4 1977c149s12 19730123art5s7 I984c629s1
1985c248s70 _ _j' o T

373045[Repea1ed 1996c310s1] ’; N , : 7
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373.05 COUNTY BUILDINGS. s : »

‘Each county shall provide at the county seat, and keep in good repair, a suitable court-
house, supplied with ﬁreproof vaults, a suitable and sufficient _]all and other necessary build-
ings. o v

History: (643) RLs412; 1984 ¢ 629 s

373.052 COUNTY OFFICES; CLOSING, EFFECT .

Subdivision 1. Business days. County offices shall be open for pubhc busmess on all

business days except (a) legal holidays, (b) holidays established by the county board pur-
“suant to contract with certified employee bargaining units, and (c) emergency situations. For
purposes of this section “business day” means Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. . A S

Subd. 1a. Hours by boeard. The county board shall establish the hours during which
county offices shall be open on business days.

* Subd. 1b. Closing. The county board by resolution rnay authorize the closing ofa
county office on other days as stated in the resolution, if there is an emergency situation, pub-
lic business is transacted dt otheér reasonable times and places, and the public ‘interest is

served. An emergency closmg may be retroactrvely approved by the county board atits’ next
succeeding meeting.

- Subd. 2. Noloss if closed. Any act authonzed requlred or permitted by law or contract
to be petformed ator in county buildings, or their offices, which are closed as provided in this
section, may be performed on the next succeeding regular business day and no habrhty or
loss of rights on the part of any person shall result from the closing.

History: 1959 ¢ 3495 1; 1959 ¢ 3935 1,2; 1978 ¢ 678 5 1; 1984 ¢ 6295 1.

373.053 WAR MEMORIAL BUILDINGS

Subdlvrsron 1. County war memorial; limitation on cost. Sllb_]ect to the limitations of
this section, a county may construct and maintain in the county a building, including a hospi-
tal, to be erected as a memorial to the men and women who have served in the armed forces of
the United States during a time when it was.at war, if the construction of the building at a sum
not to exceed a specified amount is authorized by a vote of the electors of the county in the
manner provided by section 375.20. The cost of the building shall not exceed $250,000.

Subd. 2. Supervision. The war memorial building, if not a hospital, shall be under the
supervision and control of the county board. The building shall be used as a meeting place for
local or county units of any war veterans’ orgamzat,ron chartered by the Congress of the
United States, and if there is space, for offices of the organizations. The building may also
contain the county library and the exhibits of the county historical society and other civic and
recreational facilities as determined by the county board. If the mémorial is a hospital, it shall
be under the control of the county board or a hospital commission ‘to be. appomted by the
board. .
Subd. 3. Clty may convey site. A city in which the construction of a war memorra]
bu11d1ng or hospital has been authorized, may acquire and convey to the county without com-
pensation a suitable tract of land upon which to construct the building.

Subd. 4. War memorial building account To pay the cost of the war memonal build-
ing or hospital, the.county board, after approval of the project by a vote of the electors of the
county, may certify to the county auditor the amount necessary for the construction of the
building and the portion of the amount to be levied in each succeeding taxable year, not ex-
ceeding five years, until the whole has beenraised. The county auditor on receipt of the certi-
fication shall levy upon all taxable property in the, .county a tax in each year certified by the
county board sufficient to produce the amount certified. The proceeds of the tax levy shall be
deposited in a separate “War Memorial Building Account.”

Subd. 5. Maintenance. The county board may certify to the county audrtor the amount
necessary each year for the maintenance and operation of the building or hospital. The
county auditor upon receipt of the certification shall levy a tax upon all taxable property in
the county sufficient to produce the amount certified. The proceeds of the tax levy shall be
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credited to the War Memorial Building Account and shall be used only for the maintenance
and operation of the war memorial building. Any balance remaining in the account at the end
of any year shall be available for the next year, and the amount certified by the. .county board
for the maintenance and operation of the war memonal bulldmg or hosp1tal shall be reduced
by the amount of the balance. :

-Subd. 6. Gifts authorized. To carry out the purposes of th1s section the county board or
hosp1ta1 commission may accept grants or gifts from the federal government or. any of its
agencies, or from any person. . Lo :

-+ History: 1945 ¢ 399; 1973 ¢ 123 art5 s7; 1984 c 629 s I

373.06 ACTIONS AGAINST COUNTIES. L :

No action shall be maintained by any claimant, except the state of Mrnnesota, againsta
county upon any claim except county orders, when the only.relief demanded is a judgment
for money, until the claim has been presented to the board and it has failed to actupon it with- -
in the time fixed by law or the board consents to the institution of the action, ©

No action shall be brought by any person, ‘except the state of Minnesota, upon any
county order until the expiration of 30 days after a demand for payment of it has been made.
Any judgment against the county. entered inan actron brought onan order without a demand
is void.

History: (994) RL s 620;1923 c210; 1984c 62951 '~ . 7

37 3 07 SUITS AGAINST COUNTIES; SERVICE; JURORS. , :

~ *_Service of summons or ‘other original process in actions againsta county ; shall be made
.upon the chair of the board or upoti the county auditor, either during a session of the board; or
within ten days before the day appomted for one: The person served shall immediately notlfy
the county attorney of the service and give the board at its next regular meeting all the in-
formation the person has regarding the action. In actions in which'the county is a party, its
inhabitants, if otherwise qualified, may be j jurors.

History: (644) RLs 413; 1974 ¢ 394 5'5 1984 ¢ 629 5 I; 1986 ¢ 444 o

373. 08 COUNTY, HOW NAMED IN SUITS, . e

.- Inallactions and proceedings by or against a county, the name in Wthh it shall sue or be
sued shall be “The county of .............." (insert name of the county) This provision-shall not
prevent county officers; when authorized by law, from su1ng in their ofﬁcml names for the
benefit of the county. o (s

History: (645) RL s 414; 1984 ¢ 62951 R U

373.09 CLAIMS AGAINST COUNTY APPEAL e

When a claim against a county is disallowed in whole or part by the county board, the
claimant may appeal to the district court by (1) f111ng awritten notice of appeal in the office of
the auditor within 15 days after written notice is mailed to the claimant by the county auditor
showing the disallowance of the claim and (2) giving security for costs, to be approved by the
auditor. The auditor shall notify the county attorney of the appeal.

When a claim is allowed in whole or in part by the board, no order shall be issued to pay
itor any part of it, until three days after the date of the decision. The county attorney may, on
behalf and in the name of the county, appeal from the decision to the district court, by filing a
written notice of appeal in the office of the auditor within three days after the date of the deci-
sion appealed from. Any seven taxpayers of the county may appeal in their own names from
the decision to the district court by (1) filing a written notice of appeal statmg the grounds i in’
the office of the auditor within three days after the date of the decision‘appealed from, and (2)
giving security to the claimant for the claimant’s costs and disbursements. The security shall
be approved by ajudge of the district court. After filing of a notice of appeal no order shall be
issued in payment of the claim until a certified copy of the judgment of the court is filed in the
office of the auditor. Upon filing of a notice of appeal, the court has jurisdiction of the partres
and of the subject matter, and may compel a return to be ‘made. -

History: (646) RL s 415; 1925¢ 317 s 1; 1933¢191; 1943 ¢ 1145 1; I945L'246s
1;1959¢c21251; 1969 ¢ 673 5 1; 1983 ¢ 359 s 54; 1984 ¢ 629 5.1, 1986 c 444 S

3
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373.10 PROCEEDINGS ON APPEAL. o
" Within ten days after an appeal has been taken, the auditor shall, without charge, file in
‘the office of the court administrator a certified copy of the claim and a transcript of the record
of the action of the board on it; together with a copy of the notice of appeal, and the date of its
ﬁhng in the auditor’s office. The proceedings shall be put upon the calendar for trial as an
issue of fact. The court shall direct pleadings to be made as in a civil action, upon which the
proceeding shall be tried, and all questions of law summarily heard and determined. Isstes of
fact shall be tried and judgment rendered and perfected as in a civil action but no execution
shall issue on the judgment except for the collection of a counterclaim or costs and disburse-
ments in case of a judgment for them against a claimant.

- History: (647) RL s 416; 1984c629s1 1986 c 444; ]Sp1986c3art1s82

‘373 11 APPEALS COUNTERCLAIM :

An appeal from the Judgment of the district court may be taken as in other civil cases
within 30 days after the actual entry of the judgment. If no appeal is taken, a certified copy of
the Judgrnent shall be filed in the office of the auditor. If an appeal is taken, the determination
of the court of appeals shall be certified to the district court and Judgment entered in accord-
ance with it, and that judgment certified to and filed in the office of the county auditor. In
either case, after the certified copy is filed, orders shall be drawn on the county treasury in
payment of anyjudgment in favor of a claimant. Executioni may issue out of the district court
for the collection of any costs awarded against a claimant. If costs are awarded against, a
claimant and there is any allowance on the claim in favor of the claimant, the amount of the
costs shall be deducted from the allowance. In any case of an appeal, the county may inter-
poseinthe district court as a counterclaim any demand which it has against the claimant, and
have execution for the collection of any Jjudgment in its favor.

History: (648) . RL s 417; 1983 ¢ 247 5 146; 1984c629s1 1986 ¢ 444

373.12 JUDGMENTS AGAINST COUNTIES; HOW PAID

When a judgment is recovered against a county or against a county officer, in an act10n
prosecuted by or against the officer ofﬁc1ally and the judgment is to be paid by the county, no
execution shall issue except as provided in this section. Unless reversed, the judgment shall
be paid from funds in the treasury, if available. If funds are not available, the unpaid amount
'of the judgment shall be levied and collected as other county charges, and, when collected,
shall be paid to the person in whose favor the judgment was rendered, upon the deliverylof a
proper voucher. If payment is not made within 30 days after the time the treasurer is required
by law to make settlement with the auditor next after the rendition of the ]udgment execution
may issue, but only the property of the’ county shall be liable on it.

 History: (649) RL s 418; 1984 ¢ 629's 1; 1986 ¢ 444
373.13 [Local, St Louis county] . | ‘
373.14 [Repedled, 1965 c 455 73] -
373.15 [Repealed, 1965 c 455 73], -
373.16 [Repealed, 1965°c 45's 73]
373.17 [Repealed, 1965'c 455 73]

37318 [Repealed 1965 ¢ 45 5 73] .
373.19 [Repealed, 1965 ¢ 455 73] T
373.20 [Repéaled, 1973 ¢ 650 art 27 s 1] o
373.21 [Repealed, 1973 ¢ 650 art 27 s 1]
- 373:22 [Repealed, 1973 ¢ 650 art 27 5 1]
373.23 [Repealed, 1973 ¢ 650 art 27 s 1]

' 373.24 [Repealed, 1973 ¢ 650 art 27 s 1]
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373.25 TAX LEVY, COUNTY BUILDING FUND:- s : .
Subdivision 1. The county board of any county may provrde a county burldlng fund In
“addition to all other kinds and amounts of taxes permitted by law to be levied for.county pur-
poses, the county board may include in its annual tax levy an'amotint for the county building
‘fund. Its proceeds shall be credited to the county building fund. A county building fund estab-
lished pursuant to this section to which a tax is credited may be:used by the county solely to
© acquire, construct, reconstruct, maintain and repair buildings used in the adnumstratron of
county affairs and to acquire lands necessary for those purposes.
Subd. 2. This section does not repeal or supersede any other law authorrzrng alevy for
the same purpose.
- History: 1949 ¢ 693 5'1,2; 1973 ¢:583 5 20; 1978 ¢ 743 513; 1984 c 629 s 1; 1988 ¢
51 9 s1 .

373, 26 COUNTY PARKING FACILITIES ;

Subdivision 1. Apphcatlon No motor vehicle, either privately or pubhcly owned, may

be parked upon a parking lot or facilities owned or operated by a county except as authorlzed
_by this section.

Subd. 2. Regulations by resolution. The county board may regulate by resolutron the
parking of motor vehicles, either privately -or: publicly. owned,. including the authority to
make charges for parkrng pnvrleges upon any. parkrng lot or facility owned or operated by
the county.

Subd. 3. Enforcement. Re gulatrons promul gated under subdrvrsron 2 shall be enforced
by the sheriff unless the county board has entered into a service contract for enforcement with
the municipality where the parking lot or facility is located..

Subd. 4. Removal and impounding of vehicles. A motor vehicle parked upon'apark-
ing lot or facility owned and operated by the county notin conformity with the resolution of

- the county board regulating its operation and use may be deemed a public nursance and the
board may provide for the abatement of the nuisance by resolution.

Subd. 5. Penalties. A person, state, or county official, elective or appointed, ﬁrm
association, or corporation which violates a provision of this section or a resolutron of the.
county board adopted under this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

All fines imposed and collected by a court for violations of the regulatrons shall be re-
mitted by the court to the treasurer of the county within 30 days after the collectron of the fine.

Hrstory 1963 ¢ 1635 1; 1984 ¢ 62951 °

373.27 GREAT RIVER ROAD FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. ,

Subdivision 1. From county. The county board of any county lying adJacent to the great
river road or through which the great river road’ passes, may grant to the Mrssrss1pp1 river
parkway commission of Minnesota, the commissioner of transportation, or the commission-
er of natural resources the money it deems advisable, for the following purposes:

(a) To promote and develop the great river road in Minnesota;

(b) To pay actual expenses of commission members incurred in.the performance of their
duties as commissioners; . . '

.(¢) To purchase stationery and office supphes . R

(d) To pay dues to the national Mississippiriver parkway commission; and i

(e) To purchase lands and interests in lands including scenic easements, in addrtron to
the normal right of way required for the great river road. ,
Lands and interests in lands purchased may includé parkway features suchas lands necessary
for recreation, safety fest areas; and the conservation of natural scenic beauty, including sub-
marginal lands, faces of adjacent hillsides, lakeshore and river banks, swamps and residual
parcels and areas of historical, archaeological or scientific interest, in accordance with'the
joint report to Congress and the plan proposed-by the state and approved by the secretary of
commerce and the secretary of the interior. -

Subd. 2. May tax for. County grants may come from any money availablein the county -
treasury and the county may levy a tax upon the taxable property in the: county to make the
grants authorized by this section. i . .o
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Subd. 3. State appropriation; ise. All monéy grants under subdivision 1 shall be de-

- positedin the special revenue fund in the state treasury and is appropriated to the commission

.orcomunissioner for'the purposes specified in the grant. The money shall not cancel but shall

-femain available until expended for the purpose or purposes for which it was granted. Ifno
spec1ﬁc purpose is named in the. grant, the money shall be available to the commission or
commissioner for any of the- ‘purposes set forth in subdivision 1.

- History: 1963 ¢ 169's 1,2 1965 ¢ 237 5-1; 1969 ¢ 399 5 49; 196901129art3s1
19730583s21 22; 1976¢166'$'7; 19840629s1 1989c335art4s83 Co

373.28 [Répealed, 1984 ¢ 6295 4]

373.30 CHANGE IN POPULATION OF POPULOUS COUNTIES, APPLICATION
OF STATUTES.

A county with a population according to the. 1960 federal census of 1ess than 100, 000
which has a population of over 100,000 according tothe 1970 federal census may continue to
use authorities granted to counties of under 100,000 population:notwithstanding the change

‘in population. Statutory limitations and mandatory provisions of law relating to counties of

over 100,000 population shall not apply to counties which had a population according to the
~1960 federal census of less than 100,000 population. Statitory-limitations and mandatory
-provisions of law applicable to counties of under 100,000 shall continue to apply to counties
which according to the 1960 federal census had less than 100,000 and which according to the
1970 federal census have a population in excess of 100,000. Apphcanon of legislation
‘passed in 1969 or later shall not be affected by this section. .

“History: 1969 ¢ 254 5-1; 1984 ¢ 629 s1 7
373 31 [Repealed 1987 c291s 244]

373.32° ‘LICENSE BUREAU AUTHORIZED ‘
. Any county may establisha county 11cense buredu. The license bureau may be located in
the county seat or at another location or locanons the’ county board desngnates

History: 1973 ¢ 6755 I; 1984 c 62951

373.33 STATE LICENSES MAY BE ISSUED

A county license bureau may issue, process or assistin preparing an apphcatlon forany
license or permit issued by the state or a state’official including but ot limited to game and
fish, trapping, wild rice harvest, motor vehicle, manufacturéd home, trailer, snowmobile,
watercraft or driver’s license or as many of the licenses as designated by the county board.
The processing of driver’s license applications by a county license bureau is subject to the
prov151ons of section 171.061. This authority does not include the issuance of marriage li-
censes. The county board may delegate the' respon51b111ty for the 1ssuance of any county k-
cenge or permit to the county 11cense bureau ’

History: 1973 ¢ 6755 2; ]981 c365s9 1984c629s1 19970250.9 11

373.34 IMPLEMENTATION, NOTICE. :

Subdivision 1. By resolution. Sections 373 32t0373.37 shall be operanve ina county
when the county board passes a resolution'declaring its intent to proceed under the sections
and establish a bureau. The resolution:establishing a county license bureau shall take effect
when the county.board desngnates but not less than 30 days after the date of the adoption of
the resolution. TS

-Subd. 2. Notices.of intent requn'ed A resolutlon estabhshmg acounty 11cense bureau
shall not be valid unless a notice of intention to adopt the resolution has been mailed by the
clerk of the county board to each state department having responsibility for the issuance of a
state license not less than 20 days before the date of the meeting at which the-adoption of the
resolution is'to be considered. A similar notice shall be delivered by the clerk of the county
board to the deputy registrar of motor vehicles for the county and to each county officer hav-

. ing the authority.to issue, process or assist in the preparation of an application for the issuance
of any license not less than ten days before the date of the meetmg . :

History: 1973 c 675 s 3; 1984 ¢ 62951
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373.35 DIRECTOR OF BUREAU.: o Cor ey : o

‘Subdivision' 1. Auditor or board appointee. The county audltor shall serve as the: d1—
rector. of the county license bureau or, if the auditor chooses not to serve, the county board
shall appointany other county officer or employee, or-any-other person, toserve as the direc-

-tor upon the terms and conditions the county board deems advisable: The county board shall
-set the compensation of the'director and may provide for the expenses.of the office including
the premium of any.bond required to be furnished by the director. The director shall have the
powers and duties imposed on the county.officer who previously had the authorrty to issue or
process.the application for any license,referred to in section 373. 32., :

Noththstandmg section 168.33, subdivision 2,the comrmss1oner of publrc safety may '

- appoint, and for cause discontinue, the director as the deputy registrar of motor vehicles in
the county. If the directorisa deputy registrar, all provisions of section 168.33 and Minnesota
Rules, chapter 7406, apply to a county license bureau. If the director is a, drrver s license
agent, section 171.061 and rules promulgated thereunder apply to the’ county hcense board
director. "

Subd. 2. Director’s duties; no fee retention. The director shall be responsible for all
funds in the director’s custody as director of the license bureau‘and shall deposit themi in the
county treasury, a state depository or forward the funds to the appropnate state official as
‘provided by law or rule or as designated by the county board consisterit with: applicable stat-
utes and rules. The director or an employee in the bureau may not retain any portion of the fee
charged by law or any'surcharge upon the license or application. The sole compensatron shall
be the salary provided by the county board.

~. History: 1973 ¢ 675 s 4; 1976c281 s3 1984 ¢ 629 s.1; 19860444 1989c269s
46, 1995 ¢ 71'st; 1997c250s12 o

373.36 [Repealed, 1976 c 2815 7] o

373.37“TERMINATION OF BUREAU.

A county license bureau may be terminated in the same manner provided in section
373. 34to'establish’ a licetise bureau, Dutles and responsibilities assigned to the director of the
license bureau shall then be vested i in the officer or person who has respons1b111ty for the
functron as provrded by ‘other law at the t1me of the ternunatlon

Hrstory 1973 ¢ 6755 6 1984 c 629 s I
.373 38 BUSINESS HOURS. B
h County {icense bureaus shall mamtam hours to best serve the pubhc They shall be open
to the public each week for at least three hours one evening after 5:00 p.m. or on Saturday

. History: 1973 ¢ 675, 7; 1984,c629s1 e T

373.39 EXPENDITURES FOR FIRE PROTECTION AND COMMUNITY PROJ-
ECTS , :

Any county located outside the metropohtan area as defined in sectlon 473. 121 subdl- .
vision 2, may appropriate moneys from its general fund or expend funds recerved from the
federal government under the State and Local Fiscal Assistance Act of 1972 (Title 1, Public
Law Number 92-512) to make grants to cities and towns w1thm the county to be used to pro-
vide fire protection, including the constructron and equipping of local fire departments, or
for other community projects. The grants may be terminated upon explratlon of the federal
act.

History: 1976 ¢ 144 s 1; ]984c629s1

voh

L

373.40 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS. ey
Subdivision 1. Defimtlons For purposes of tlus ‘section,: the followmg terins have the
meanings given. U
(a) “Bonds” means an obhgatron as deﬁned under section 475 51.

(b) “Capital improvement” means acquisition or betterment-of public lands, burldmgs
or other improvements within the county for the purpose of.a county courthouse, administra-
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tive building, health or social service facility, correctional facility, jail,-law enforcement cen-
ter, hospital, morgue, library, park, qualified indoor ice arena; and roads and bridges.’An im-
provement must have an expected useful life of five years or more to qualify. “Capital im-
provement” does not include light rail transit or any activity related to it or a recreation.or
sports facmty bu11d1ng (such as, but not limited to, a gymnasium, ice arena, racquet sports
facility, swimming pool, exercise room or health spa), unless ithe building is part of an out-
- door park facility and is incidental to the primary purpose of outdoor recreation.

(c) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of trade and economic¢ development.

(d) “Metropolitan county” means a county located in the seven-county metropolitan
"area as-defined in section 473.121 or a county with a population of 90,000 or more.

* (&) “Population” means the population established by the most recent of the following
(determined as of the date the resolution authorizing the bonds was adopted):’

(1) the federal decennial census,

(2) a special census conducted under contract by the United States Bureau of the Cen- .
sus, or

- (3)a populatlon estimate made either by the metropohtan council or by the state demog—
rapher under section 4A.02.

(f) “Qualifiedindoor ice arena’ * means a facﬂrty that meets the requrrements of section
373.43.

(g) “Tax capacity” means total taxable market value but does not 1nclude captured mar-
ket value.

- Subd. 2. Application of election requirement. (a) Bonds 1ssued bya county to ﬁnance
capital improvements under an approved capital improvement plan are not.subject to the
election requirements of section 375.18 or 475.58. The bonds must be approved by vote of at
least three—fifths of the members of the county board. In the case of a metropolitan county,
the bonds must be approved by vote of at least two—thirds of the members of the county
board.

. (b) Before issuance of bonds qualifying under thlS section, the county must pubhsh a
notlce of its intention to issue the bonds and the date and time of a learing to obtain public
comment on the matter. The notice must be published in the official newspaper of the county
or in a newspaper of general circulation in the county. The notice must be pubhshed at least
14, but not more than 28, days before the date of the héaring.

(c) A county may issue the bonds only upon obtaining the approval of a majority of the
voters vot1ng on the question of issuing the obligations, if a petmon requestlng avote on the
issuance is signed by voters equal to five percent of the votes ¢ast in the county in the last
general election and is filed with the county auditor within 30 days after the public hearing.
The commissioner of revenue shall prepare a suggested form of the question to'bé presented
at the election.

' "Subd. 3. Capltal lmprovement plan. (a) A county may adopt a capltal 1mprovement
plan. The plan must cover at least the five~year period beginning with the date of its adop-
tion. The plan must set forth the estimated schedule, timing, and details of specific capital
improvements by year, together with the estimated cost, the need for the improvement, and
sources of revenues to pay for the improvement. In preparing the capital improvement plan
the county board must considér for each project and for the overall plan:

"(1)the condition of the county’s ex1st1ng lnfrastructure mcludmg the P1oj jected need for
repair or replacement;

(2) the likely demand for the improvement;

(3) the estimated cost of the improvement;

(4) the available publc resources; '

(5) the level of overlapping debt in the county;

(6) the relative benefits and costs of alternative uses of the funds,

(7) operating costs of the proposed improvements; and

(8) alternatives for providing services more efficiently through shared facrhtles with
other counties or local government units.
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-(b) The capital improvement plan and annual amendments to it must be approved by the -
county board after public hearing. The county must submit the capital i improvement plan to
the community development division of the department of trade and economic development.
The plan is not effective if the commissioner disapproves the plan within 90 days after it was

‘ submitted. If the commissioner has not disapproved the plan within 90 days after its submis-
sion, the plan is deemed approved and effective. The commissioner shall disapprove a capital
improvement plan only if the commissioner determines (1) that the planned improvements
cannot be financed within the limits spemﬁed in subdivision 4, or (2) the county in preparing
the plan did not consider the factors listed in this subdivision or failed to gather the informa-
tion necessary to evaluate the plan under the factors, or (3) the proposed improvements will
resultin unnecessary duplication of public facilities provided by other units of government in
the region or there is insufficient demand for the facility. If the plan is disapproved by the
commissioner and the county board does not withdraw the plan, the capital improvement

' plan must be submitted to the voters for approval. If a majority of the voters approve the plan -
is approved and effective.

Subd. 4. Limitations on amount. A county, other than Ramsey, may not issue bonds »
under this section if the maximum amount of principal and interest to become due in any year
on ali the outstanding bonds issued pursuant to this section (1ncludmg the bonds to be issued)
will equal or exceed 0.05367 percent of taxablé market value of property in the county.
Ramsey county may not issue bonds under this section if the maximum amount of principal
and intefest to become due in any year on all the outstanding bonds issued’ pursuant to this
section (including the bonds to be issued) will equal or exceed 0.06455 percent of taxable
market value of property-in the county. Calculation of the limit must be made using the tax-
-able market value for the taxes payable year in which the obligations are iSsued and sold. This
section,does not limit-the authority to issue bonds under any other special.or general law.

Subd. 5. Application of bond code. Bonds to finance capital improvements qualifying

-under this section must be issued under the issuance authority in chapter 475 and the provi-
sions of chapter 475 apply, except as otherwise, spec1ﬁca11y prov1ded in this section,

Subd. 6. [Repealed, 1994 ¢ 505 art 2°s-7] .

Subd. 7. Repealer. This section is repealed effectlve for, bonds 1ssued after J uly 1 2003
but continues to apply to bonds issued before that date. SR

History: 1988 ¢ 5195 2; 1988 ¢ 719 art 5 s 84; art19s20 19890277art4s
30,31; 1989 ¢ 329 art 13,5 20, I1Sp1989 c 1 art 5 s 27; art 175,6,7; 1990c 480 art 9s -
13; 1990:¢ 592 s 1,2; 19910345art2s55 19920511 art9s11 1995c256s1 ]997c
'231an‘2s31 e

373.41 MISCELLANEOUS FEES. : AR R -

The county may charge afeetorecord, file, certify, or provide copies of, any. instrument,
document, or paper that is required by law to be filed or which may be filed in any county
office. The county may charge fees for service provided by any county office, official, de-
partment, court, or employee. The county board may, after a public hearing, establish the
amounts of fees to be charged for the services, unless a statute has specified the amount.
There must be a reasonable relation between the fee and the cost of providing the service. A
county may also impose a fee or an interest charge on payments of money to the county that
are more than 90 days overdue, prov1ded that late property tax payments remain subject only
to the penalty and interest provisions of chapters 277 and 279.

History: 1987 c 1645 1; 1993 ¢ 217 s 1

373.42 COUNTY FACILITIES GROUP.

Subdivision 1. Establishment. Each county outside of the seven—county metropolitan
area must establish a county facilities group by July 1, 1992.

Subd. 2. Membership. A county facilities group consists of at least one representative
from the county board, one representative from each city located within the county, one rep-
resentative from each school district located within the county, up to three representatives of
townships selected by the county board, and two other members selected by the county
board. Under this section, a school district is located within a county if it has an administra-

-tive office or a facility or a planned facility under section 123B.71 in the county.
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»" ‘Subd. 3. Duties. The courity-facilities group shall develop an inventory of all public
- buildings located within the county. The iniventory shall include an assessment of the condi-
tion of each public building and document any under used space in-the buildings.
-Subd. 4. Comment. The county facilities group shall review and comment on any pro-
‘posed joint facility and may submit comments to the commissioner of children, families, and
learmng on any school drsmct facility that i is proposed within the county..

Hlstory 1991 ¢ 265art 5 s 14: 1992 c 499 art 5 s 23 1Sp1995 c3artl6's 13
I998c397art11s3 , _ .
'373.43 FINANCING AUTHORITY ICE FACILITIES. .

“A county may issue and sell its general obligations under chapter 475 to ﬁnance acqulsr-
tion and construction of an indoor ice arena intended to be used predommantly for youth ath-
letic activities if all the following conditions are met. : .

(a) The obligations are secured by a pledge of revenues from the facikity.
' (b) The county has entered into a qualified agreement. A qualified agreement means:

(1) a j6int powers agreement with the school district or the city in which the facrhty is
located that governs ownership, operation, and maintenance of the facility; or
. (2)an agreement with a nonprofit corporation, quahfymg under section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, that provides that the corporation will operate, manage, and
maintain the fac111ty, or , .
.(3),any combination of agreements under clauses (1) and (2).
(c) The agreements under.paragraph (b) provide that all parties must pay the principal
and interest on-'obligations, if the revenues for the fac111ty are 1nsufﬁc1ent to pay the obliga-
trons infull. - . .

(d) The county board finds, based on analysrs provrded bya professmnal expenenced in .
finance, that the facility’s revenues and other available money will be sufficient to pay the
obligations, without reliance on a property tax levy or the general purpose state aid of the
county or:any party-to-a joint powers agreement . s .

Hlstory 1995 ¢ 256 K} 2

373.44 REVENUE FINANCING AUTHORITY ICE FACILITIES

For the purpose of acquiring, leasing, equ1pp1ng, ‘or maintaining land or burldlngs for
use as an indoor ice arena as defined in section 373.43, a county has the same author1ty and
powers granted to a city by section 471.191.

. History: 1995 ¢ 256 s 3
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