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299].01 AUTHORITY OF OFFICE OF PIPELINE SAFETY

The commissioner of pubhc safety shall, to the extent authonzed by agreement with the
United States Secretary, of Transportation, act as agent for the United States Secretary of
Transportation to implement the federal Hazardous Liquid P1pe11ne Safety "Act, United
States Code, title 49, sections 2001 to 2014, the federal Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act,
United Statés Code, title 49, sections 1671 to' 1686, 4nd federal: p1pe11ne safety regulations
with respect to 1nterstate p1pe11nes located w1th1n tlns state. The commlssroner shall, to the

2991.01 t02991.17 and 299F.56 to 299F.641. - &
Hlstory.1987c353s22, 19892445 18°

299]J.02 DEFINITIONS
: Subdivision 1. Appllcabrllty The def1mt10ns in thlS sectron apply to sect1ons 299J.01
10 299J.17. ,

Subd. 2. Commissioner. “Comnussmner means the commissioner of: pubhc safety

Subd. 3. Director. “Director” means the director of the office of pipeline safety

Subd. 4. Emergency. “Emergency” means a condition that poses a c]ear and immediate
danger to life or health or that threatens a significant loss of property. -

Subd. 5. Emergency release: “Emeérgency release” means a release that poses a clear
and immediaté. danger tolife or health or that threatens a significant loss of property.

Subd. 6. Emergency responder. “Emergency responder” means a fire department or
company, alaw enforcement official or office, an ambulance or other emergency rescue ser-
vice, or the division of emergency management created by Section'12.04, subdivision 1.

* Subd. 7. Gas. “Gas” has the meanmg grven it in Code of Federal Regulatlons t1t1e 49,
sectlon 192.3.

‘Subd. 8. Hazardous hquld “Hazardous liguid”" means “hazardous hquld” and “h1gh1y
volat11e liquid” as defined in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 1952."

Subd 8a.LNG; llquefied natural gas.“LNG” or“liquefied natural gas” means natural
gas or synthetic gas havmg as 1ts major constituent methane that has been changed toaliquid
or sermsohd

»Subd. 8b. LNG facrhty “LNG. facrlrty” means a p1pehne fac111ty that isused for hque—
fymg or. sohdrfymg natural gas or synthenc gas or transferring, stonng, or vapomzmg lique-
fied natural gas., S .

< Subd. 9. Local governmental umt “Local governmental unit” means a county, town
or statutory or home rule charter city: . , . , .

Subd. 10. Person. “‘Person” means an individiial, corporanon partnersh1p, association,
or other business entity or a trustee; receiver; assignee, or personal representative of’ any of
them. :
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Subd. 11. Pipeline. “Pipeline” means: \

(1) pipe with a nominal diameter of six inches or more, located inthe state, thatis used to
transport hazardous liquids, but does not include pipe used to transport a hazardous liquid by
gravity, and pipe used to fransport or store a hazardous liquid’ ‘within'a  refining, storage, or
anufacturing facility; or

(2) pipe operated at a pressure of more than 275 pounds per square ‘inch that carries gas.

Subd. 12. Pipeline operator. “Pipeline operator” means aperson who owns or operates
a pipeline or LNG facility.

Subd. 13. Release. “Release” means a spilling, leakmg, pumping, poumng, ermttmg,
emptying, discharging, injecting, leaching, dumping, disposing, flowing, or any other un-
controlled escape of a'hazardous liquid or gas from a pipeline or gas from a LNG facility.

Hlstory 1987 ¢ 7152; 1987 ¢ 353523; 1992 ¢ 386514

299].03 OFFICE OF PIPELINE SAFETY. :

Subdivision 1. Establishment. The office of pipeline safety is under the control of a
director appointed by the commissioner and serving at the commissioner’s pleasure in the
unclassified service. The comrmssroner shall employ in the office of p1pe11ne safety inspec-
tors and other profess1onal and clencal staff who serve in the classified service.

' Subd 2. Quallﬁcatlons (a) The dlrector of the ofﬁce must be knowledgeable in the
operation and’ safety aspects of pipelines.

(b) Inspectors must have screntrﬁc or technical tra1n1ng or expenence that demonstrates
m—depth knowledge of prpelme engineering technology and pipeline safety i

(c) Inspectors shall complete courses at the transportation, safety institute and be certr—
ﬁed by the institute as soon as possible followmg appointment. - v .

(d) Inspectors shall meetthe qualifications established by the federal government inor-
der for the state to participate in the pipeline safety grant programs under the federal Natural
Gas Pipeline Safety Act and the federal Hazardous Liquid P1pe11ne Safety Act

Hlstory 1987 < 353 524; 1989 ¢ 244 s 19

299J.04 DUTIES OF OFFICE OF PIPELINE SAFETY

Subdivision 1. General dutiés. ‘The commissioner shall: ~..~ -«

(1) enforce sections 216D.01 to 216D.09, as provrded in sections 216D 08 and
216D.09; .. S

(2) maintain a database of all p1pe11ne and. LNG facﬂlty emergency releases

. (3) inspect,. as necessary, any record, map, or written. procedure required by sections

299J.01 t0 299J.17 to be kept by a pipeline operator concerning the reporting of emergency
releases, and the design, construction, testing, or operauon and maintenance of pipelines and
LNG facilities; and

(4) adopt rules to 1mplement sections 299J 01 to 299J 17 . o

The rules adopted under clause (4) must treat separately and distinguish between haz-
ardous liquid and gas pipelines and must be compatible with federal laws and regulat10ns

Subd. 2. Delegated duties. The commissioner shall seek and accept federal des1gnat10n
of the office’s pipeline inspectors as federal agents for the purposes of enforcement.of the
federal Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Safety Act, United States Code, title 49, sections 2001 to
2014, the federal Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act, United States Code title 49, sections 1671
to 1686, and federal rules adopted to implement those acts. The commissioner shall establish
and submit to the United States Secretary of Transportation an inspection program that com-
plies with requirements for delegated interstate agent inspection authority. To the extént that
federal delegation of interstate agent inspection authority permits, the irispection program
for interstate pipelines and LNG facilities must be the same as the inspection program for
intrastate pipelines and LING facilities. If the United States Secretary of Transportation dele-
gates inspection authority to the state as provided in this subdivision, the commissioner, at a
minimum, shall do the following to carry out the delegated federal authority:

(1) inspect prpelmes and LNG facilities periodically as specified in the 1nspect10n pro-
gram; )
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(2) collect i 1nspectlon fees;

. (3)orderand oversee the testmg of p1pehnes and LN G facrlrtres as authorized by federal '
law and regulanons and

(@) file reports with thé United States Secretary of Transportat1on as requ1red to main- .
tain the delegated inspection authority. " -

.,Subd: 3. [Repealed by amendment 1989 ¢ 244 s 20]
- Subd. 4. [Repealed by amendment, 1989 ¢ 244 s 20]

‘Histbry: 1987 ¢ 353 5 75; 1989 c',2_4"4 $20; 1992 ¢ 386 5 5

ER

299]).05 PIPELINE SETBACK ORDINANCE. :

(a) The commissioner shall adopt, by December 31 1990 a model ordinance under
chapter 14 requiring a setback from pipelines in areas where residential or other development :
is allowed. The model ordinance must apply only to new development and not to develop-
ment that has occurred, or for which development perm1ts have been 1ssued before the effec-
tive date of the ordinance. - Lo

(b)By August 1,1991, each statutory,or home rule charter crty, town O county that has
plannmg and zoning authonty -under sections 366.10t0 366.19,394.21 to 394,37, 0r 462.351
10 462.365, .and in which a pipeline is located, shall adopt a pipeline setback ordinance that
meets or exceeds the minimum standards of the model ordinance and is approved by the com-
missioner. The model.ordinance applies in a jurisdiction where the local governmental unit
doesnot adopt asetback ordinance that is approved by the commissioner by August,l 1991.

History: 1987 c 353 s 26; 1989 ¢ 244 5 21
299]. 06 [Repealed 1998 c 348 s 8] '

299J 061 PIPELINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE AUTHORIZED

Subdivision 1. Authonty The commissioner may appoint a plpelme advisory commit-
tee to advise the commissioner, director, environmental quality board, and other appropriate
federal, state, and local government agencies and officials on matters relating to pipeline
safety, routing, construction, and operation. If requested by the commissioner, the committee
shall review and comment on proposed rules and the operation of the office of pipeline safety.
i, Subd. 2. Membershlp At minimum, the committee must consist of representatlves of
the hazardous liquid pipeline industry, the gas distribution industry, the gas p1pehne industry,
the pipeline des1gn and construction 1ndustry, state orlocal govemment and, the general pub-
lic. - . , el

“Subd. 3. Terms, compensatlon, removal ‘The terms, compensatron and removal of
‘committee members are governed by section:15.059. T e \

History: 1998 ¢ 348s 7 A
299J.07 PENALTIES FOR FAILING TO REPORT EMERGENCY RELEASE

Subdivision 1. Duty to'report. A p1pellne operator shall 1mmed1ately report by ‘tele-
phone to thie emergency response center established’by the commissioner of publlc safety an
emergency release from the operator’s pipeline or LNG facility. ,

Subd. 2. Felony: (a) An employee of apipeline operator who has respon51b111ty to make
the report under subd1v151on lis gullty of a felony if:

' @ the employee knows or has reason to kriow that an emergency rélease’ ex1sts

e (2) the employee does not 1mmed1ately report the release to the commrssroner of pubhc
safety, and

3 the emergency release causes the death of an individual or great bod1ly harm as de-
ﬁned in section 609.02, subdivision 8. T

.(b) A person convicted under this subd1v1s1on may be sentenced to 1mpnsonment for
not more-than seven years or payment of a fine of not more than $l4 000 -or both.

History: 1987 ¢ 353 5 28; 1992 ¢ 386 s 6
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299J.08 COMMISSIONER TO REPORT RELEASE; ADVICE AND COORDINA-
TION.

Upon recervmg notice of an emergency release the commrssroner ora desrgnee shall
immediately report the emergency release to the emergency responder of the’ appropnate lo-
cal govemmental unit, to the pollution control agency if the notice of the reléase’is required
by section 115.061, and to any other person or office, as provrded by the ritles or procedures '
of the office of pipeline safety. A pipeline operator’s report of an emergency release to the
commissioner satisfies the notification requiremeénts of section 115.061. The commissioner
shall advise the emergency responder concerning appropriate emergency ‘procedures and
coordinate the procedures. The commissioner shall also coordinate responses to pipeline ac-
cidents with the federal government according. to, procedures estabhshed by the United
States Secretary of Transportatron

History: 1987 c 3535 29; 1989.c 244523 . . .
299J.09 [Repealed 1989c244s28] I

299J.10 LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN

(a) A county or statutory or home rule charter city havirg a pipeline or LNG facility
within its jurisdiction shall prepare an emergency operations plan and supporting documents
that will include appropriate pipeline safety information. The format and contentof the plan
and supporting documents must be in agreement with the guidanceiand’ prototype planning
documents provided by the department of public safety, division of emergency mariagement.
The county or statutory or ‘home rule charter city must consult wrth the plpehne owner or
operator when preparing the plan.

(b) A county or statutory or home rule charter city shall review and update 1ts plan and
supporting documents annually to reflect changes in its operations, in the operatron of the
pipeline or LNG facility, or other matters relating to public safety. The annual review, update,
and approval of the plan and stipporting documents must be in accord with thie gliidance pro-
vided by the department of pubhc safety, division of emergency manageinent. The. director
may atany reasonable time exaimine an emergency operations plan required by thrs sectlon

Hlstory 19870353531 I989c244324 I992c386s7

299J 11" ADOPTION OF FEDERAL PIPELINE INSPECTION RULES

To enable the state to‘act as an agent of the United States Secretary of Transportationand
to‘qualify for. annual federal certification to enforce the federal pipeliné ihspection prograin
authorized by ‘the Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Safety Act, United States Code, title 49, sec-
tions 2001 to 2014, the federal Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act, United States Code, title 49,
sections 1671 to 1686, and the rules implementing those acts; the federal pipeline inspection
rules and safety standards, and regulations and standards that may be adopted that amend
them, are adopted. PRI

Hlstory ] 987 c 353 s 32 1 989 ¢ 244 s 25

299]. 12 INTERSTATE PIPELINE INSPECTION FEE, ASSESSMENT n

. Subdivision 1. Assessment and deposit of fee.-For each quarter followmg the delega—
tion to the state of the inspection authority described in.section 299J.04, the.commissioner
shall assess and collect from every interstate pipeline operator aninspection fee in an amount
calculated under subdivisions 2 and 3. Ifan operator does not pay the fee within 60 days after
the assessment was mailed, the commrssroner may impose a dehnquency fee of ten percent
of the quarterly inspection fee and iriterest at the rate of 15 percent per year on the portion of
the fee not paid. Fees collected'by the commissioner under this $ection must be deposrted in
the pipeline safety account.

Subd. 2. Inspection fee. For initerstate pipelines and L.NG facilities.§ubject to the in-
spection authority granted under sections 299J.01 t0 299J.11, the expenses attributable to'the
inspection of éach pipeline facility or LNG facility must be directly charged to the appropri-
ate pipeline operators on a quarterly basis. The expenses must not include expenses that will
be reimbursed by the federal government. : . o
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Subd. 3. Support costs: The' comrrussmner ‘shall calculate the amount of the’ general
support costs of the-office of pipeline safety‘for the preceding quarter thatis proportionate to
the aftiount of time spent by the ‘office in implementing sections 299J.01 to 299J.18 and
maintaining interstate agent status, including the-costs incurred in seekmg federal interstate
agent status in the'first quarter’s calculations: The costs incurred in seekrng federal interstate
agent status must include the costs directly attributable to salaries, training, and other activi-
ties andicosts related to obtaining interstate-agent status, from the time that the reéquest for
interstate agent status is.submitted by.the.commiissioner to:the United States Department-of
Transportation, to the time that approval of interstate agent statusis granted. The calculated
support cost must not include expenses that will be reimbursed by the federal government.
Each interstate pipeline operator, except LNG facility operators, must be assessed on a quar-
terly basis a portion of the.calculated support costs equal to the percentage of the total miles
of pipeline:operated by the pipeline, operator in  Minnesota. LNG facility operators must be
assessed.on a quarterly basis a portlon of the. calculated support costs divided equally be-
tween the LNG facilities.

History: 1987 ¢ 353 s 33; ]988c624s20 1989c244s26 19920386s89

299J.13 ACCESSTO INFORMATION,,CLASS[FICATION OF DATA.. P
.. Subdivision 1. Duty to provnde mformatlon A person who the director has reason to
believe is responsible for an emergency release shall, when requested by the office or an au-
thonzed agentof the office, furnish to the d1rector any 1nformat1on that the person may have
or may ‘reasonably obtain that is relevant to ‘the ¢ emergency release

Subd. 2. Access to information and property 'Ihe drrector or an authonzed agent
upon presentation of credentials, may: . .

. (1) examine and copy. any books, papers records memoranda or data of any person:
" who has a duty to provide information under. subd1v1s1on 1;and -

(2) enter upon any property, public or private, for the purpose of taklng any actlon au-
thorized by sections 299J.01 to 299J.17, including obtalnmg information from any person
who hasa duty to provide the 1nformat10n under subd1v151on 1 and conductlng surveys or
1nvest1gatlons D

Subd 3 ClaSSlficathIl of data Except as otherwrse prov1ded in th1s subdivision, data
obtained from any person: under subdivision 1'6r 2 is pubhc data as defined in section 13.02.
Upon certification by the subject of the data that the data relafes to sales figures, processes, or
methods of production unique to that person, or information that vwould tend to affect ad-
versely the competitive position of that person, the director shall classify the data as private
or nonpublic data as defined in section 13.02: Notwithstatiding any-othét law to the contrary,
data classified asprivate'ornonpublic under this subdivision may be disclosed whenrelevant
in any proceeding under sections 299J.01 t0-299J:17, or to other pubhc agencies concerned

- with the implementation of sections 299J.01 .to 299J.17. .

Subd. 4. Recovery of expenses. Reasonable and necessary expenses 1ncurred by the
director under this section, including administrative and legal expenses, may be. recovered
from a person who has been found liable under section 299J.07, 2997.15, or 299J.16, or any
other law relatlng to the operation of a pipeline, in a separate action brought by the attorney
general or in connection with an action under section 299J.16. The director’s certification of
expenses 1s pnma facre evrdence that the expenses are reasonable and necessary

" History: 1987 ¢ 353534

299J.14 LINE MARKERS VANDALISM PENALTY v

Subdivision 1. Line markers required. A pipeline operator shall place and maintain
line markers over each pipeline as requ1red by Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, parts
192.707 and 195:410.

Subd. 2. Vandalism prohlblted nusdemeanor Aperson may not deface, mar, dam-
age, remove, injure, displace, destroy, or tamper with any sign or line marker marking the
location of a pipeline. A person violating this subdivision is guilty of a misdemeanor.

History: 1987 ¢ 353 s 35
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299J.15 ,DISPOSAL OF PIPELINE; PENALTY; ENFORCEMENT. ‘

« . Subdivision- 1. Disposal prohibited. (a) After an emergency release has occuired, a
pipeline operator, or its’employee or agent, may:not dispose of, destroy, or alter.the part of a
pipeline-or LNG facility that was involved in the emergency release until approval is granted
by the commissioner. The authorlty of the commissioner to grant approval may not be dele-
gated. :

(b) This subd1v1sron does not prevent the reparr of a p1pe11ne in the ground w1thout the
approval of the commissioner, or the excavation andremoval from the ground of a pipeline or
part of a pipeline without the approval of the commissioner. However, the pipeline may not
be altered with the intent to prevent or hrnder a deterrmnatlon of the cause of the emergency
release.: . AR
Subd: 2. Felony A person who know1neg vrolates subdrvrslon 1,or who denies the di-
rector or the director’s designee access to the pipeline or LNG facility for the purposes of
inspection, is guilty of a felony and may be sentericed to imprisonment for not more than five
years or to payment of a fine of not more than $10,000, or both

History: 1987 c 353 5 36; 1 992¢ 3865 100
299J 16 CIVlL PENALTY; INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. o

* Subdivision 1. Civil penalty. (a) A p1pe11ne operator who violates section 2991.07, sub-
division 1, or 299J.15, or the rules’of the conimissioner implementing those sections, shall
forfeit and pay to the state a civil penalty in an amount to be determined by the court, up to
$10,000 for each day that the operator remams m v1olat10n subject to a ‘maximum of
$500,000 for a related series of violatioris. LR

(b) The penalty provided under this subdivision may be recoVer'ed by an action brought
by the attorney general at the réquestof the commissionier, in the name of the §tate, in connec-
tion with an action to recover expenses of the director undér section 2991J. 13 ‘subdivision 4:

(1) in the district court of Ramsey county, or

(@) in ‘the county of the defendant s res1dence ,

Subd. 2. Action to compel performance, anunctlve relief. A person who falls to per-
form an act required by section 299J.13 or 299J.15, or the rules of the commissioner imple-
menting those sections, may be compelled todo so by an action in district court brought by
the attorney general. at the request of the commlss1oner inthe’ name of the state T

History: 1987c353s37 1989c244s27

299J.17 OTHER REMEDIES PRESERVED

* Sections 299J.01 to 299J.17 do not abolish or dirninish the rlght of a person to brmg a
legal action or use a remedy available under any other provision of state orfederal law, in-’
cludrng common law, to recover for personal 1nJury, d1sease economlc loss, or.other costs
ansmg out of a release: : ppe e

’ Hlstory 1987c353s38 |

299J 18 PIPELINE SAFETY ACCOUNT. J
The p1pe11ne safety account s estabhshed asanaccountin the state treasury All fees and'
penalties collected under sections 2997.01 to 299J.17 shall be deposrted inthe state treasury
and credited to the pipeline safety account.
Money received by the office in the forin of, .gifts, grants, reimbursements, or appropn- '
ations from any source shall be credlted to the p1pehne safety account

History: 1987 ¢ 353s 39 .
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