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120B.01 DEFINITIONS.
For the purposes of this chapter, the words defined in section 120A.05 have the same
meaning.

History: 1998 ¢ 397 art3s 1, art 11 s 3
ACADEMIC STANDARDS

120B.02 RESULTS-ORIENTED GRADUATION RULE; BASIC SKILLS RE-
QUIREMENTS; PROFILE OF LEARNING.

(a) The legislature is commutted to establishing a rigorous, results—ornented graduation
rule for Minnesota’s public school students. To that end, the state board shall use its rulemak-
ing authority under section 127A.66, subdivision 2, to adopt a statewide, results—oriented
graduation rule to be implemented starting with students beginning ninth grade in the
19961997 school year. The board shall not prescribe in rule or otherwise the delivery sys-
tem or form of mstruction that local sites must use to meet the requirements contained in this
rule.

(b) To successfully accomplish paragraph (a), the state board shall set 1n rule high aca-
demuc standards for all students. The standards must contain the foundational skills in the
three core curricular areas of reading, writing, and mathematics while meeting requirements
for high school graduation. The standards must also provide an opportunity for students to
excel by meeting higher academic standards through a profile of learning that uses curricular
requirements to allow students to expand their knowledge and skills beyond the foundational
skills. All state board actions regarding the rule must be premised on the following*

(1) the rule is intended to raise academic expectations for students, teachers, and
schools;

(2) any state action regarding the rule must evidence consideration of school district au-
tonomy; and

(3) the department of children, families, and learning, with the assistance of school dis-
tricts, must make available information about all state initiatives related to the rule to stu-
dents and parents, teachers, and the general public in a timely format thatis appropriate, com-
prehensive, and readily understandable.

(c) For purposes of adopting the rule, the state board, in consultation with the depart-
ment, recognized psychometric experts in assessment, and other interested and knowledge-
able educators, using the most current version of professional standards for educational test-
1ng, shall evaluate the alternative approaches to assessment.

(d) The content of the graduation rule must differentiate between minimum competen-
cies reflected 1n the basic requirements assessment and rigorous profile of learning stan-
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dards. When fully.implemented, the requirements for high school graduation in Minnesota
must include both basic requirements and the required profile of learming. The profile of
learning must measure student performance using performance-based assessments com-
piled over time that integrate higher academic standards, higher order thmkmg skills, and
application of knowledge from a vartety of content areas. The profile of learning shall in-
clude a broad range of academic experience and accomplishment necessary to achieve the
goal of preparmg students to function effectively as purposeful thinkers, effective communi-
cators, self-directed learners, productive group participants, and respon51ble citizens. The
commussioner shall develop and dissemnate to school districts a umform method for report-
ing student performance on the profile of learning.

(e) The state board shall periodically review and report on the assessment process and
student achievement with the expectation of raising the standards and expandinghigh school
graduation requirements.

(f) The state board shall report in writing to the legislature annually by January 15 on its
progress in developing and implementing the graduation requirements according to the re-
quirements of this subdivision and section 120B."10 uintil such time as all the graduation re-
qulrements are implemented.

Hlstory Ex1959 ¢71art2 s 11; 1965 ¢ 718 s ] 1969 ¢ 9's 23 24; ]969 c288s1,
1973 c 492 5 14, 1975 ¢ 162 5 6,7, 1976 ¢'271's 21; 1977 ¢347 s 19; 1977 c 447 art 7 s
4, 1982 c 424 5 130; 1982 c 548 art 4 5 4,23; 1983 ¢ 258 5 22; 1984 ¢ 640 5 32; 1985.¢ -
248 5 70; 1987 c 178 5 5; 1987 ¢ 398 art 75 5; 1989 ¢ 329 art 7 s 2; art 8 s 1; art 9 s 4;
J990 ¢ 375 s 3; 1991 ¢ 265 art9 s 13; 1993 ¢ 224 art 12:5 2-6; art 14 s4; 1994 ¢ 647 art
7s1;art851; 1Spl995c3art7sl,art16s13;, 1996 c412art7s1;1997c1s1;
1997 ¢ 162 art2 s 11; 1998 ¢ 397 art 45 1,51; art 11 s 3; 1998 ¢ 398 art 55 6,7

120B.03 IMPLEMENTING.THE PROFILE OF LEARNING. :

- Subdivision 1. District imnplementation of the profile of learning. (a) A school dis-
trict shall implement the profile of learmng of the graduation rule under paragraph (b) (c),or
(d). »

A district may implement the proflle of learming under paragraph (c) or (d) only after the
commissioner approves the district’s request for a waiver and approves the local plan for full
1mplementation. '

(b) A school district shall implement the proflle of learmng for the 1998 1999 school
year and later. . ‘

(c) Aschool:district shall implement the profile of learning as follows:

(1) for the 1998-1999 school year and later, the district shall implement all required
standards in learning areas at thé preparatory level and implement for ninth grade students a
minimum of six learning areas under the profile of learning with three from the areas of read,
listen, and view; write and speak; mathematical applications; scientific applications; and
people and cultures; and three from the areas of literature and the arts; 1nqu1ry; decision mak-
ing; resource management; and world language;. ,

(2) for the 19992000 school year and later, the district shall 1mplement for ninth and
tenth grade students two learning areas 1n addition to those implemented under clause (1).
Thedistrict shall complete the four learning areas of read, listen, and view; write and speak;
mathematical applications; scientific applications; and people and cultures if the four areas
were not completed in clause (1); and the remainder from the areas of literature and the arts;
inquiry; decision making; resource management; and world language; and

(3) for the 20002001 school year and later, the district shall implement for mnth, tenth,
and eleventh grade students the two learning areas in the profile of learning that were not
implemented under clauses (1) and (2)

(d) A district shall develop a local plan to implement the profile of learning and have all
ten learning areas fully implemented by the 2001-2002 school year.

/() A district shall notify the commissioner by July 1, 1998, as to whether the district
will implement the profile of learning under paragraph (b), (c), or (d). . )

(f)-An advisory commuttee of 11 members is established to advise the governor and
commussioner on the implementation of the graduation rule under this section. The commis-
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sioner shall appoint 11 members with representatives from education organizations, busi-
ness, higher education, parents, and organizations representing communities of color.

The committee shall review the implementation of the basic requirements and the pro-
file of learning standards.

. The commissioner shall provide technical and other assistance to the advisory commit-
tee. The commuttee expires on December 1, 1998.

Subd. 2. Performance packages. Teachers are not required to use a state model per-
formance package. Teachers are encouraged to develop and use a performance package that
equals or exceeds the difficulty of the state model performance package.

Subd. 3. Waiver. In order to receive a waiver, a district must document why the waiver
is necessary, how the local plan improves student achievement, and how the profile of learn-
ing will be fully implemented for the 2001-2002 school year.

History: /998 ¢ 397 art 45 51, 1998 ¢ 398 art 55 9

120B.04 LIFEWORK DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

A school district may require students to develop and maintain a record of all students’
lifework development activities and work toward achieving the profile of learning. This rec-
ord includes, but is not limited to, student’s goals, skills, abilities, and interests, as well as
information on service learning experiences, out—of-school learning experiences, and ca-
reer—related experiences, such as job shadowing, career mentoring, internships, apprentice-
ships, entrepreneurship, and other work—based learning activities that may be used to fulfill
the profile of learning. The ongoing record assists students in choosing their school-based
courses, researching and exploring career options, and realizing their role as citizens and
their goals as lifelong learners. Each school year, the student, the student’s parent or guard-
ian, school and career counselors, and other appropriately trained school personnel shall re-
view the student’s plan to ensure that the plan 1s updated and reflects the student’s changing
life goals and aspirations. The plan serves as a continuous record of future education and
training options necessary to achieve the student’s lifework goal.

History: 1Spi1997 c 4 art 35 18; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 s 51

120B.05 GRADUATION STANDARDS IMPLEMENTATION REVENUE.

(a) A school district’s graduation standards implementation revenue is equal to $52
times its resident pupil units for fiscal year 1999 plus $14 times its resident pupil units for
fiscal year 1999 if the district implements the graduation rule under section 120B.03, subdi-
vision 1, paragraph (b), and $43 per pupil unit for all districts for fiscal year 2000 and later.
Graduation standards implementation revenue is reserved and must be used according to
paragraphs (b) and (c). ‘

(b) For fiscal year 1999, revenue must be reserved for programs according to clauses (1)
to (3)

(1) Atleast $20 per resident pupil umt plus $14 per resident pupil unit for a district that
implements the graduation rule under section 120B.03, subdivision 1, paragraph (b), must be
allocated to school sites in proportion to the number of students enrolled at each school site
weighted according to section 126C.03, subdivision 1, and 1s reserved for programs designed
to enhance the implementation of the graduation rule through intensive staff development
and decentralized decision making.

(2) At least $5 per resident pupil unit 1s reserved for gifted and talented programs that
are integrated with the graduation rule. This aid must supplement, not supplant, money spent
on gifted and talented programs authorized under Laws 1997, First Special Session chapter
4, article 5, section 24

(3) Remaining aid under this paragraph must be used:

(1) for technology purposes including wiring, network connections, and other technolo-
gy-related infrastructure improvements; purchase or lease of computer software and hard-
ware to be used in classrooms and for instructional purposes; purchase or lease of interactive
television network equipment and network support; purchase or lease of computer software
and hardware designed to support special needs programming and limited English proficien-
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cy programming; network and technical support; and purchase of textbooks and other
instructional maternals; or : :

(ii) to reduce class size.

(c)Forfiscal year 2000 and later, revenue must be allocated to school sites in proportion
to the number of students enrolled at each school site weighted according to section 126C.05,
subdivision 1, and reserved for programs designed to enhance the implementation of the
graduation rule through: (1) staff development programs; (2) technology purposes under
paragraph (b), clause (3); (3) gifted and talented programs; or (4) class size reduction pro-
grams based at the school site.

(d) To the extent possible, school districts shall make opportumtles for graduation stan-
dards implementation available to teachers employed by intermediate school districts. If the
commissioner determines that the supplemental appropriation made for this subdivision un-
der Laws 1998, chapter 398, article 1, section 40, subdivision 2, is m excess of the amount
needed for this subdivision, the commissioner shall make equal payments of one—third of the
excess to each intermediate school district for the purpose of paragraph (a).

(e) A district that qualifies for the referendum allowance reduction under section
126C.17, subdivision 12, and whose referendum allowance under section 126C.17, subdivi-
sion1,as adjusted under section 126C.17, subdivisions 2 and 12, does not exceed the referen-
dum allowance limit under section 126C.17, subdivision 2; clause (2), shall receive a gradua-
tion standards implementation equity adjustment. In fiscal year 1999, the equity adjustment
aidis equal to $34 per resident pupil unit. In fiscal year 2000 and thereafter, the equity adjust-
ment is equal to $25 per resident pupil unit.

History: 1987 ¢ 398 art 1 s 11; 1988 ¢ 486 s 58-60; 1988 ¢ 718 art 1 s 1-3; 1989 ¢
329art1s5-12; 1990 ¢ 375 5 3; 1990 ¢ 562 art 8 s 28; 1991 ¢ 130 s 37; 1991 ¢ 265 art
1512-19; 1992 c 499 art 6 5 20; art 12 5 13,14,29; 1993 ¢ 224 art 1 s 12-17; 1993 ¢
3745 2; 1994 ¢ 647 art 1 s 21-24; 1995 ¢ 212 art 4 5 64; 1Sp1995 ¢ 3 art 1 s 25-44, art
1357, art16s13; 1996 c 412 art 1 s 23-25; art 95 6; 1997 c 1 s 4; 1997 ¢ 2's 6;
1Sp1997 c4 art 1 s 36-45; art 4 5 22,23; 1998 ¢ 397 art 2 5 164; art 7 s 145-151; art 11
s3;art12s53-5; 1998 ¢ 398art 1 s 28-31; art 45 8; 1Sp1998 ¢ 3 s 17

120B.07 EARLY GRADUATION.

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any secondary school student who has com-
pleted all required courses may, with the approval of the student, the student’s parent or
guardian, and local school officials, graduate before the completion of the school year. Gen-~
eral education revenue attributable to the student must be paid as though the student was in
attendance for the entire year.

History: 1974 ¢ 5215 7; 1975 ¢ 4325 12; 1979 c 334 art 15 1; 1983 c2l6art1s
24; 1983 c 314 art 1 s 22; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1986 c 444, 1988 ¢ 486 5 7; 1998 ¢ 397 art 2
573,164

CURRICULUM

120B.10 FINDINGS; IMPROVING INSTRUCTION AND CURRICULUM.

The legislature finds that a process is needed to enable school boards and communities
to decide matters related to planning, providing, and improving education instruction and
curriculum in the context of the state’s high school graduation standards. The process should
help districts evaluate the impact of instruction and curriculum on students’ abilities to meet
graduation standards, use evaluation results to improve instruction and curriculum, and de-
termine services that districts and other pubhc education entities can provide collaboratively
with institutions including families and private or public organizations and agencies. The
legislature antlclpates that.a highly focused public education strategy will be an integral part
of each district’s review and rmprovement of 1nstruct10n and curriculum.

History: 1996 c 412 art 7 s 3; 1998 ¢ 397 art6s 124’

120B.11 SCHOOL DISTRICT PROCESS.
Subdivision 1. Definitions. For the purposes of thls section and section 120B 10 the
following terms have the meanings gtven them.
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(a) “Instruction” means methods of providing learning experiences that enables a stu-
dent to meet graduation standards. .

(b) “Curriculum” means written plans for providing students with learnmg experiences
that.Jead to knowledge, skills, and positive attitudes.

Subd. 2. Adopting policies. (a) A school board shall adopt annually a written policy
that includes the following:

(1) district goals for instruction and cumculum;

(2) a process for evaluating each student’s progress toward meeting graduation stan-
dards and 1dentifying the strengths and weaknesses of instruction and cumculum affecting
students’ progress;

(3) a system for periodically reviewing all instruction and curriculum;

(4) a plan for improving instruction and curticulumn; and

(5) an instruction plan that includes education effectiveness processes developed under
section 122A.625 and 1ntegrates instruction, curriculum, and technology.

. Subd. 3 Instruction and curriculum advisory committee. Each school board shall
establish an instruction and curriculum advisory committee to ensure active community par-
ticipation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and curriculum affecting
state graduation standards. A district advisory commuttee, to the extent poss1b1e shall reflect
the diversity of the district and its learning sites, and shall include teachers, parents, support
staff, pupils, and other community residents. The district may estabhish building teams as
subcommittees of the district advisory committee under subdivision 4. The dlstrrct advisory
commuttee shall recommend to the school board districtwide education standards, assess-
ments, and program evaluations. Learning sites may expand upon district evaluations of
instruction, curriculum, assessments, or programs. Whenever possible, parents and other
community residents shall comprise at least two—thirds of advisory commuittee members.

Subd. 4. Building team. A school may establish a building team to develop and imple-
ment an education effectiveness plan to umprove instruction and curriculum. The team shall
advise the board and the advisory committee about developing an instruction and curriculum
improvement plan that aligns curriculum, assessment of student progress 1n rneetmg state
graduation standards, and instruction.

Subd. 5. Report. (a) By October 1 of each year, the school ‘board shall use Standard
statew1de reporting procedures the commissioner develops and adopt areport that includes
the following.

(1) student performance goals for meeting state graduation standards adopted for that
year; o

(2) results of local assessment data, and any additional test data;

(3) the annual school district improvement plans; ¢

(4) information about district and learning site progress in realizing previously adopted
improvement plans; and

(5) the amount and type of revenue attributed to each educatlon site as defined 1n section
123B.04, subdivision 2.

(b) The school board shall publish the report 1n the local newspaper with the largest cir-
culation in the district or by mail The board shall make a copy of the report available to the
public for inspection The board shall send a copy of the report to the commissioner of chil-
dren, families, and learning by October 15 of each year. :

(c) The title of the report'shall contain the name and number of the school district and
read “Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction, and Student Performance.” The report
must include at least the followmg information about adv1sory committee membership:

(1) the name of each commuttee mernber and the date when that member’s term expires;

(2) the method and criteria the school board uses to select committee members; and

(3) the date by which a community resident must apply to next serve on the committee.

Subd. 6. Student evaluation. The school board annually shall provide high school
graduates or GED recipients who receive a diploma or its equivalent from the school district
with an opportunity to report to the board on the following:
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(1) the quality of district instruction, curriculum, and services;

(2) the quality of district delivery of instruction, curriculum, and services;

(3) the utility of district facilities; and

(4) the effectiveness of district administration. )

Subd. 7. Periodic report. Each school district shall periodically ask affected constitu-
encies about their level of satisfaction with school. The district shall 1nclude the results of this
evaluation in the report required under subd1v151on 5

Subd. 8. Biennial evaluation; assessment program. At least once every two years, the
district report shall mclude an evaluatlon of the district testing programs, according to the
followmg )

(1) written objectives of the assessment program;

(2) names of tests and grade levels tested;

(3) use of test results; and

(4) implementation of an assurance of mastery program.

" History: 1996 ¢ 4'12 art7 s 4; 1Sp1997 c 4 art 55 12; 1998 ¢ 397 art 6 s 124; art 11
53 ’ “

120B.13 ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL BACCALAU-
REATE PROGRAMS.

Subdivision 1. Training programs for teachers. A secondary teacher assigned by a
district to teach an advanced placement or international baccalaureate course may participate
in a training program offered by the college board or International Baccalaureate North
America, Inc. The state may pay a portion of the tuition, room, and board costs a teacher in-
curs in participating 1n a training program. The commissioner shall determine application
procedures and deadlines, and select teachers to participate in the training program. The pro-
cedures determined by the commissioner shall, to the extent possible, ensure that advanced
placement and international baccalaureate courses become available in all parts of the state
and that a variety of course offerings are available in school districts. This subdivision does
not prevent teacher participation 1n training programs offered by the college board or In-
ternational Baccalaureate North America, Inc., when tuition is paid by a source other than the
state.

Subd. 2. Support programs, The commissioner shall provide support programs during
the school year for teachers who attended the training programs and teachers experienced in
teaching advanced placement or international baccalaureate courses. The support programs
shall provide teachers with opportunities to share instructional ideas with other teachers. The
state may pay the costs of participating in the support programs, 1nclud1ng substitute teach-
ers, if necessary, and program affiliation costs.

Subd. 3. Subsidy for examination fees. The state may pay all or part of the fee for ad-
vanced placement or international baccalaureate examinations for pupils 1n public and non-
public schools The commissioner shall adopt a schedule for fee subsidies that may allow
payment of the entire fee for low—income families, as defined by the commussioner. The
commissioner may also determine the circumstances under which the fee is subsidized, in
whole or in part. The commissioner shall determine procedures for state payments of fees.

Subd. 4. Information. The commissioner shall submit the following information to the
education committees of the legislature each year by January 1:

(1) the number of pupils enrolled 1n advanced placement and international baccalau—
reate courses in each school district;

(2) the number of teachers 1n each district attending traming programs offered by the
college board or International Baccalaureate North America, Inc.;

(3) the number of teachers in each district participating in support programs
{(4) recent trends 1n the field of advanced placement and international baccalaureate pro-
grams; -

(5) expenditures for each category in thls section; and
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(6) other recommendations for the state program.

History: 1992 ¢ 499 art 7 s 10, 1993 ¢ 224 art 13 5 46; 1994 ¢ 647 art 7 s 9;
1Sp1995 c 3 art 165 13; 1998 ¢ 397 art 2 5 129,164 .

120B.14 ADVANCED ACADEMIC CREDIT

A district must grant academic credit to a pup11 attending an accelerated or advanced
acadenuc course offered by a higher education institution or a nonprofit public agency other
than the district, if the pupil successfully completes the course attended and passes an ex-
amination approved by the district. If no comparable course 1s offered by the district, the
commussioner shall determine the number of credits which shall be granted to a pupil who
successfully completes and passes the course. If a comparable course is offered by the dis-
trict, the board must grant a comparable number of credits to the pupil. If there is a dispute
between the district and the pupil regarding the number of credits granted for a particular
course, the pupil may appeal the school board’s decision to the commissioner. The commis-
sioner’s decision regarding the number of credits shall be final.

The credts granted to a pupil shall be counted toward the graduation requ1rements and
subject area requirements of the district. Evidence of successful completion of each class and
credits granted shall be included in the pupil’s secondary school record.

History: 1984 c 463 art 7 5 8; 1993 ¢ 224 art 13,5 21; 1998 ¢ 397 art 2 5 74,164,

120B.16 SECONDARY CREDIT FOR STUDENTS.
A student who satisfactorily completes a high school course shall recelve secondary
course credit and the credit shall count toward the student’s graduation requ1rements

Hlstory I993c224 art9s35 1996 c 412 art 7 s 12; ]9986397art9s26

H

120B 18 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Satisfactory completion of courses in American sign language in a public elementary or
secondary school shall be accorded equal’ standlng with satlsfactory complenon of courses 1n
any world language

History: ISp]997 c4art2s37: 1998 ¢ 397 art 95 26

120B.20 PARENTAL CURRICULUM REVIEW.

Each school district shall have a procedure for a parent, guardian, or an adult student, 18
years of age.or,older, to review the content of the instructional materials to be provided to a
minor child or to an adult student and, if the parent, guardlan or adult student objects to the
content, to make reasonable arrangements with school personnel for alternative instruction.
Alternative instruction may be provided by the parent, guardian, or adult student if the alter-
native instruction, if any, offered by the school board does not meet the concerns of the par-
ent, guardian, or adult student. The school board is not requiréd to pay for the costs of alterna-
tive instruction provided by a parent, guardian, or adult student. School personnel may not
impose an academic or other penalty upon a student merely for arranging alternative instruc-
tion under this section. School personnel may evaluate and assess the quality of the student 8
work.

History: 1993 c 224 art 12 s 29 1998 ¢ 397 art 65 124

120B.22 VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION. Co

Subdivision 1. Violence prevention curriculum. (a) The commissioner of children,
families, and learming, 1n consultation with the commissioners of health and human services,
state munority councils, battered women’s programs, sexual assault centers, represertatives
of religious communities, and the assistant commissioner of the office of drug policy and
violence prevention, shall assist districts on request in developing or implementing a vio-
lence prevention program for students in kindergarten to grade 12 that can be integrated into
existing curriculum. The purpose of the program is to help students learn how to resolve con-
flicts within their families and communities in nonviolent, effective ways.
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(b) Each district is encouraged to integrate into its ex1st1ng curriculum a program for
violence prevention that includes at least. ,

(1) acomprehensive, accurate, and age appropriate curriculum on violence prevention,
nonviolent conflict resolution, sexual, racial,’and cultural hdrassment, and student hazing
that promotes equality, respect, understanding, effective communication,individual respon-
sibility, thoughtful decision making, positive conflict resolution, useful copmg skills, critical
thinking, listening and watching skills, and personal safety,

(2) planning materials, guidelines, and other accurate information on.preventmg-phym—
cal and emotional violence, identifying and reducing the incidence'of sexual, racial, and cul-
tural harassment, and reducing child abuse and neglect;

(3) aspecial parent education component of early childhood family educatlon programs
to prevent child abuse and neglect and to promote positive parenting skills, giving pnorlty to
services and outreach programs for at—risk families;

(4) nvolvement of parents and other community members, including the clergy, busi-
ness representatives, civic leaders, local elected officials, law enforcement officials, and the
county attorney; .

(5) collaboration with local community services, agencies, and organizations that assist
in violence intervention or prevention, including family—based services, crisis services, life
management skills services, case coordination services, mental health services, and early in-
tervention services; . . .

(6) collaboration among districts and service coopcratlves

(7) targeting early adolescents for prevention efforts, especially early adolescents
whose personal circumstances may lead to violent or harassing behavior;

- -(8) opportunities for teachers to receive in—service training or attend other programs on
strategies or curriculum designed to assist students m intervening in or preventmg violence
in school and at home; and

(9) administrative policies that reflect, and a staffthat models, nonviolent behaviors that
do not display or condone sexual, racial, or cultural harassment or student hazing.

(c) The departmént may provide assistance at a neutral site to a nonpubhc school partlc—
1pating in a district’s program. Pt

Subd. 2. In-service training. Each district 1s encouraged to prov1de training for district
staff and school board members to help students identify violence in the family and the com-
munity so that students may learn to resolve conflicts in effective, nonviolent ways. The in—
service training must be ongoing and involve éxperts familiar with domestic violence and
personal safety issues.

Subd. 3. Funding sources. Districts may accept funds from public and private sources
for violence prevention programs developed and implemented under this section. . .

History: 1992 ¢ 571 art 105 6; 1994 ¢ 647 art 4 s 34; 1Sp1995 c 3 art 16 s 13;
1996 ¢ 305 art1s 138; 1Spl997 c4 art 7 5 9;.1998 ¢ 397 art 3 5 92,103 K

120B.23 VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION GRANTS.

Subdivision 1. Grant program established. The commussioner of children, fannhes,
and learning, after consulting with the assistant commissioner of the office of drug policy and
violence prevention, shall establish a violence prevention education grarit programto enable
a school district, an education district, or a group of districts that cooperate for a particular
purpose to develop and implement or to continue a violence prevention program for students
i kindergarten through grade 12 that can be integrated into existing curriculum. A district or
group of districts that elects to develop and implement or to continue a violence prevention
program under 'section 120B.22 1s eligible to apply for a grant under this section.

Subd. 2. Grant application. To be eligible to receive a grant, a school district, an educa-
tion district, a service'cooperative, or a group of districts that cooperate for a particular pur-
pose must submit an application to the commissioner in the form and manner and according
to the timeline established by the commussioner. The application must describe how the ap-
plicant will: (1) continue or integrate into its existing K~12 curriculum a program for vio-
lence prevention that contains the program components listed in section 120B.22; (2) collab-
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orate with local organizations involved in violence prevention and intervention; and (3)
structure the program to reflect the characteristics of the children, their families and the com-
munity involved in the program. The commissioner may require additional information from
the applicant. When reviewing the applications, the commissioner shall determine whether
the applicant has met the requirements of this subdivision

* Subd. 3. Grant awards. The commissioner may award grants for a violence prevenuon
education program to eligible applicants as defined in subdivision 2. Grant amounts may not
exceed $3 per resident pupil unit in-the district or group of districts in the prior school year.
Grant recipients should be geographically distributed throughout the state.

Subd. 4. Grant proceeds. A successful applicant must use tlie grant money to develop
and 1mplement or to continue a'violence prevention program according to the terms of the
grant application.

History: 1992 ¢ 571 art]0s30 1994 ¢ 576 5 2; 19940647art4s35 ]Sp1995c3
art 9529; art 16 s'13; 19980397art3s93 103; art 11 5 3

120B.24 ENDOWED CHAIR.

‘Subdivision 1. Purpose. The purpose of the endowed chair program is to increase cur-
riculum offerings and-learning expernences available to students.

Subd. 2. Eligibility. A school site, represented by the school site council or, if no-site
council exists, the principal or lead teacher, and the party interested 1n endowing a chair may
enter into an agreement for an endowed chair for no longer than one year in length. The party
endowing the chair and the school site may, at their.discretion, renew annually.

Subd. 3. Program. An endowed chair program may be for a semester, a summer ses-
sion, or a full school year. Curriculum developed or provided under the-endowed chair pro-
gram must supplement the existing curriculum offerings available at the school in the partic-
ular subject chosen.

Subd 4. Agreement. The agreement must make available funds sufficient for the salary
and benefit costs of the instructor, and necessary supplies for the course. The participating
site must provide the classroom space and administer the program. The parties, in consulta-
tion with the school district and the exclusive representative of the teachers, jointly select the
instructor for the endowed chair.

History: 1996 c 412 art 8 s 9; ]998 c 397 art 6 s ]24
ASSESSMENT; ACCOUNTABILITY'

120B.30 STATEWIDE TESTING AND REPORTING SYSTEM.

Subdivision 1. Statewide testing. (a) The commussioner, with advice from experts with
appropriate technical qualifications and experience and stakeholders, shall include in the
comprehensive assessment system, for each grade level to be tested, a single statewide
norm-referenced or criterion—referenced test, or a combination of a norm~referenced and a
criterion—referenced test; which shall be highly correlated with the state’s graduation stan-
dards and administered annually to all students in the third, fifth, and eighth grades. The com-
missioner shall establish one or more months during which schools shall administer the tests
to students each school year. Only Minnesota basic skills tests in reading, mathematics, and
writing shall fulfill students’ testing requirements for a passing state notation.

(b) In addition, at the secondary level, districts shall assess student performance in all
required learning areas and selected required standards within each area of the profile of
learning. The testing instruments and testing process shall be determined by the commission-
er. The results shall be aggregated at the site and district level. The testing,shall be adminis-
tered beginning in the 1999-2000 school year and thereafter. ’

(c) The comprehensive assessment system shall mclude an evaluation of school site and
school district performance levels during the 1997—-1998 school year and thereafter using an
established performance baseline developed from students’ test scores under this section that
records, at a minimum, students’ unweighted mean test scores in each tested subject, a sec-
ond performance baseline that reports, at a minimum, the same.unweighted mean test scores
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of only those students enrolled in the school by January 1 of the previous school year, and a
third performance baseline that reports the same unweighted test scores of all students except
those students receiving hmited English proficiency instruction. The evaluation-also shall
recordseparately, in proximuty to the performance baselines, the percentages of students who
are eligible to receive a free or reduced price school meal, demonstrate limited English profi-
ciency, or are eligible to receive special education services.

(d) In addition to the testing and reporting requirements under paragraphs (a), (b), and
(c), the commissioner, in consultation with the state board of education, shall include the fol-
lowing components in the statewide educational accountabslity and public reporting system:

(1) umform statewide testing of all third, fifth, eighth, and post—eighth grade students
with exemptions, only with parent or guardian approval, from the testing requirement only
for those very few students for whom the student’s individual education plan team under sec-
tions.125A.05 and 125A.06, determines that the student is incapable of taking a statewide
test, or a limited English proficiency student under section 124D.59, subdivision 2, if the stu-
dent has been in the United States for fewer than 12 months and for whom special language
barriers exist, such as the student’s native language does not have a written form. or the dis-
trict does not have access to appropriate interpreter services for the student’s natlve lan-
guage;

(2) educational mdtcators that can be aggregated and compared across school districts
and across time on a statewide basis; o

(3) students’ scores on the American College Test;

(4) participation in the National Assessment of Educational Progress so that the state
can benchmark its performance against the nation and other states, and, where possible,
against other countries, and contribute to the national effort to monitor achievement; and

(5) basic skills and advanced competenc1es connectmg teaching and learning to hlgh
academic standards, assessment, and transitions to citizenship and employment. '

(e)Districts mustreport exemptions under paragraph (d), clause (1) to the commission-
er consistent with a format provided by the commissioner.

Subd. 2. ‘Department of children, families, and learning assistance. The department
of children, families, and learning shall contract for professional and technical services ac-
cording to comipetitive bidding procedures under chapter 16C for purposes of this section.

Subd. 3. Reporting. The commissioner shall report test data publicly and to stakehold-
ers, including the three performance baselines developed from students’ unweighted mean
test scores in each tested subject and a listing of demographic factors that strongly correlate
with student performance. The commissioner shall also report data that compares perform-
ance results among school sites, school districts, Minnesota and other states, and Minnesota
and other nations. The commissioner shall disseminate to schools and school districts a more
comprehenswe report containing testing 1nformat10n that meets local needs for evaluating
instraction and curriculum.

History: 1997 ¢ 138's 1; 1998 ¢ 386 art 2 s 38; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4, 52,51; art 11 s 3;
]9980398art5s8

120B.31 SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY AND STATISTICAL ADJUSTMENTS

Subdivision 1. Educational accountability and public reporting. Consistent with the
state board of education process to adopt a results—oriented graduation rule under section
120B.02, the state board and the department, in consultation with education and other system
stakeholders, must establish a coordinated and comprehensive system of educational ac-
countability and pubhc reporting that promotes higher academic achievement.

Subd. 2. Statewide testing. Each school year, all school districts shall give a uniform
statewide test to students at specified grades to prov1de 1nformation on the status, needs and
performance of Minnesota students. :

Subd. 3. Educational accountability. (a) The independent office of educational ac-
countability, as authorized by Laws 1997, First Special Session chapter 4, article 5, section
28, subdivision 2, is established. The office shall advise the education committees of the leg-
islature and the commussioner of children, famulies, and learning, at least on a biennial basis,
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on the degree to which the statewide educational accountability and reporting system in-
cludes a comprehensive assessment framework that measures school accountability for stu-
dents achieving the goals described in the state’s results—oriented graduation rule. The office
shall consider whether the statewide system of educational accountability utilizes multiple
indicators to provide valid and reliable comparative and contextual data on students, schools,
districts, and the state, and if not, recommend ways to 1mprove the accountability reporting
system.

(b) When the offlce reviews the statewide educational accountablhty and reporting sys—
tem, it shall also consider:

(1) the objectivity and neutrality of the state’s educational accountab1hty system and

(2) the 1mpact of a testing program on school curriculum and student learning.

Subd. 4. Statistical adjustments. In developing policies and assessment processes to
hold schools and districts accountable for high levels of academic standards, including the
profile of learning, the commissioner shall aggregate student data over time to report student
performance levels measured at the school district, regional, or statewide level When col-
lecting and reporting the'data, the commissioner shall. (1) acknowledge the impact of signufi-
cant demographic factors such as residential instability, the number of single parent families,
parents’ level of education, and parents’ income level on school outcomes; and (2) organize
and report the data so that state and local policymakers can understand the educational im-
plications of changes in districts’ demographic profiles over time. Any report the commus-
sioner disseminates containing summary data on student performance must integrate student
performance and the demographic, factors that strongly correlate with that performa.nce

History: 1996 c 412 art 7 5 2; 1997 ¢ 1 s 2; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 s 3,4,51; art]]s3
1998 ¢ 398 art 55 10

120B.35 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS
(a) Each school year, a school district must determine 1f the student achlevement levels

at each school site meet state expectations. If student achievement levels at a school site do
not meet state expectations for two out of three consecutive school years, beginning with the
1999-2000 school year, the district must work with the school site to adopt a plan to raise
spudent achievement levels to state expectations. The legislature will determine state ex-
pectations after recelving a recommendation from the commussioner of children, famuilies,
and’learning. The commissioner must submit its recommendations to the 1601slature by De-
cember 15, 1998.

. (b) The department must assist the district and the school site i developing a plan to
improve student achievement. The plan must include parental involvement components.

History: 1998 ¢ 398 art9s1

120B.38 UNIFORM FORMS FOR STATE EXAMINATIONS STATE BOARD.
Upon the request of any superintendent of any public or private school teaching high
school courses in the state, the state board shall designate or prepare uniform forms for state
examinations in each high school subject during the month of May of each year; such request
shall be in writing and delivered to the commussioner before January first of such year.

History: Ex1959.¢ 71 art2s 11; 1965 ¢ 718 s 1; 1969 ¢ 95 23,24; 1969 ¢ 288 s 1;
1973 ¢ 492 s 14; 1975 ¢ 162 5 6,7; 1976 ¢ 271 s 21; 1977 ¢ 347 s 19; 1977 c 447 art 7 s
4,; 1982 c 424 5 130; 1982 ¢ 548 art 4 5 4,23, 1983 ¢ 258 5 22; 1984 ¢ 640 5 32; 1985¢
248 s 70, 1987 ¢ 178 s 5, 1987 ¢ 398.art 75 5;, 1989 ¢ 329 art 752, art8s 1; art 9 s 4;
1990 ¢ 3755 3, 1991 ¢ 265 art 95 13, 1993 ¢ 224 art 12 s 2-6; art 14 5 4; 1994 ¢ 647 art
7sl;art8s 1; 1Sp1995c3art7s1; art 165 13; 1996 c412 art 75 1; 1997 c 1 s 1;
1997 c 162 art2 s 11; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 s 1,51; art 11 5 3; 1998 ¢ 398 art 55 6,7

NOTE Thus section 1s repealed by Laws 1998, chapter 398, article 6, section 38, effective December 31, 1999

120B.39 UNIFORM FORMS FOR STATE EXAMINATIONS; COMMISSIONER.

Upon the request of any.supermtendent of any public or private school teaching high
school courses 1n the state, the commissioner shall designate or prepare uniform forms for
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state examinations 1n each high school subject during the month of May of each year; the
request shall be in writing and delivered to the commissioner before January 1 of that year.

History: Ex1959 ¢ 71 art 2 5 16; 1969 ¢ 1129 art 8 5 16; 1977 ¢ 305 s 41; 1978 c.
76458, 1983 ¢ 1505 1; 1992 c 499 art 85 1; 1993 ¢ 224 art 95 16,17; ]Sp1995¢:3art
165 13; 1998 ¢ 397 art 4 5 51; 1998 ¢ 398 art 6 § 4-12

NOTE Thus section, as added by Laws 1998, chapter 398, article 6, section 9, 1s effective December 31, 1999 Laws 1998,
chapter 398, article 6, section 39
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