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119A.01 ABOLISHMENT; ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE; AND GOALS.
Subdivision 1. Abolishment. The position of commissioner of education and the de

partment of education are abolished The employees of the department of education are 
transferred to the department of children, families, and learning under section 15.039, subdi
vision 7.

Subd. 2. Establishment. The department of childien, families, and learning is estab
lished.

Subd. 3. Purpose. The purpose in creating the department is to increase the capacity of 
Minnesota communities to measurably improve the well-being of children and families by:

(1) coordinating and integrating state funded and locally administered family and chil
dren programs;

(2) improving flexibility in the design, funding, and delivery of programs affecting chil
dren and families;

(3) providing greater focus on strategies designed to prevent problems affecting the 
well-being of children and families;

(4) enhancing local decision making, collaboration, and the development of new gover
nance models;

(5) improving public accountability through the provision of research, information, and 
the development of measurable program outcomes;
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3 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 119A.03

(6) increasing the capacity of communities to respond to the whole child by improving 
the ability of families to gain access to services; .

(7) encouraging all members of a community to nurture all the children in the communi
ty;

(8) supporting parents in their dual roles as breadwinners and parents; and
(9) reducing the condition of poverty for families and children through comprehensive, 

community-based strategies.
History: !Spl995 c 3 art 16 s 1; 1997 c 162 art 3 s 1

119A.02 DEFINITIONS.
Subdivision 1. Application. The definitions in this section apply to this chapter.
Subd. 2. Commissioner. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of children, fami

lies, and learning.
Subd 3. Department. “Department” means the department of children, families, and 

learning.
Subd. 4. Local grantee. “Local grantee” means a local unit of government or an agency 

or organization that receives funds under section 119A.04.
History: !Spl995 c 3 art 16 s 2

119A.03 COMMISSIONER.
Subdivision 1 General. The department is under the administrative control of the com

missioner. The commissioner is appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the 
senate. The commissioner must possess broad knowledge and experience in strengthening 
children and families. The commissioner has the general powers as provided in section 
15.06, subdivision 6.

The commissioner’s salary must be established according to the procedure in section 
15A.0815, in the same range as that specified for the commissioner of finance.

Subd. 2. Duties of the commissioner. The commissioner shall:
(1) identify measurable outcomes by which programs administered by the department 

will be evaluated at the state and local level;
(2) develop linkages with other state departments to ensure coordination and consistent 

state policies promoting healthy development of children and families;
(3) prepare, in consultation with the children’s cabinet, the commission on children, 

youth, and their families, and affected parties, prior to January 1,1996, and prior to July 1 of 
each year thereafter, guidelines governing planning, reporting, and other procedural require
ments necessary to administer this chapter;

(4) facilitate inclusive processes when designing or implementing guidelines and strat
egies to achieve agency goals for children and families listed m section 119A.01, subdivision
3; , •(5) facilitate intergovernmental and public-private partnership strategies necessary to 
implement this chapter;

(6) submit to the federal government, or provide assistance to local governments and 
organizations in submitting, where appropriate and feasible!, requests for federal waivers or 
recommendations for changes in federal law necessary to carry out the purposes of this chap
ter;

(7) coordinate review of all plans and other documents required under the guidelines 
provided for in clause (3);

(8) coordinate development of the management support system components required 
for implementation of this chapter;

(9) review other programs serving children and families to determine the feasibility for 
transfer to the department of children, families, and learning or the feasibility of inclusion in 
the funding consolidation process; and

(10) monitor local compliance with this chapter.
History: lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 3; 2Spl997 c 3 s 18
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119A.04 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 4

119A.04 TRANSFERS FROM OTHER AGENCIES.
Subdivision 1. Department of human services. The powers' and duties of the depart

ment of human services with respect to the following programs are transferred to the depart
ment of children, families, and learning under section 15.039. The programs needing federal 
approval to transfer shall be transferred when the federal government grants transfer author
ity to the commissioner:

(1) children’s trust fund under sections 119A 10 to 119A 17;
(2) the family services and community-based collaboratives under section 124D.23;
(3) the early childhood care and education council under section 119B 17;
(4) the child care programs under sections 119B.01 to 119B.16;
(5) the migrant child care program under section 256.01;
(6) the child care resource and referral program under sections 119B.18 and 119B.19;

and
(7) the child care service development program under sections 119B.20 to 119B.24.,
Subd. 2. Department of economic security. The powers and duties of the department

of economic security with respect to the following programs are transferred to the depart
ment of children, families, and learning under section 15.039 on July 1, 1997: (1) the Head 
Start program, including Project Cornerstone, under sections 119A.50 to 119A.54; and (2) 
community action agency programs and financial assistance under sections 119A.374 and 
119A.376.

Subd. 3. Office of strategic and long-range planning. The powers and duties of the 
office of strategic and long-range planning with respect to the following programs are trans
ferred to the department of children, families, and learning under section 15 039. The pro
grams needing federal approval to transfer shall be transferred when the federal government 
grants transfer authonty to the commissioner:

(1) the information redesign project under section 4A.01;
(2) the action for children activity under section 4A.01;
(3) the teen pregnancy prevention program under section 4A.01, and
(4) the Minnesota children’s initiative project under section 4A.01.
Subd 4. Department of corrections. The powers and duties with respect to the follow

ing program is transferred to the department of children, families, and learning under section 
15.039. child abuse and child victims services under chapter 611A.

Subd. 5. Department of public safety. The powers and duties with respect to the fol
lowing program is transfened to the department of children, families, and learning under sec
tion 15 039: drug policy and violence prevention and the community advisory violence pre
vention councils under sections 119A.25 to 119A 33 and 119A 34.

Subd. 6. Funding for transferred programs. State appropriations for programs trans
ferred under this section may not be used to replace appropnations for K-12 programs. State 
and federal appropriations for programs under section 119A.15, subdivision 5a, transferred 
from the department of economic security, may not be used to replace, supplement, or sup
plant federal or state appropnations for any other program m the department.

Subd 7. Grantees of transferred programs. Except as provided’in Minnesota Rules, 
chapter 3350, the commissioner shall not reduce the number of organizations or eliminate 
specific types of organizations that are eligible to directly apply for grants made by programs 
transferred from the department of economic secunty after January 1, 1997.

History: lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 4,13; 1997 c 7  art 1 s 42; 1997, c 162 art 3 s 2,3; 
lSpl997 c 5 s 30; 1998 c 397 art 11 s 3

119A.05 FUNDING CONSOLIDATION.
Subdivision 1. Authority for funding consolidation. Notwithstanding existing law 

governing allocation of funds by local grantees, mode of service delivery, grantee planning 
and reporting requirements, and other procedural requirements for the grant programs iden
tified m this section, a local grantee may elect to consolidate all or a portion of funding re
ceived from the programs under subdivision 5 in a collaboration funding plan, if all condi
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5 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 119A.05

tions specified in this section are satisfied. County boards, school boards, or governing 
boards of other grantees may elect not to consolidate funding for a program. , ,

For grantees electing consolidation, the commissioner may, with the approval of the 
board of government innovation and cooperation, waive all provisions of rules inconsistent 
with the intent of this section. This waiver authority does not apply to rules governing client 
protections, due process, or inclusion of clients, parents, cultures, and ethnicities in decision 
making. Funding to a local grantee must be determined according to the funding formulas or 
allocation rules governing the. individual programs listed in section 119A.04.

Subd. 2. Account. A consolidated funding account is established under the control of 
the commissioner of children, families, and learning. The purpose of this accountis to clearly 
identify and provide accountability for funds previously distributed to local grantees through 
the individual categorical grant programs in subdivision 5. By direction of the commissioner, 
after consultation with the partnership planning team and, upon a finding that the conditions 

r  specified in this section have been satisfied, funds must be transmitted to this- account and 
allocated to local grantees by the commissioner.

Subd. 3. Eligibility; accountability. To be eligible to receive funding for local consoli
dation, as provided for in this section, a grantee must meet the following requirements:1'

(1) demonstrate participation by counties and schools in a local collaborative process as 
defined in section 124D.23 or in a similar process of collaboration with other local govern
ments and community organizations which satisfies the governance and planning guidelines 
published by the commissioner as provided for in this section;

(2) document consultation by counties and schools with community action agencies 
and other community groups; ,

(3.) complete and document, according to guidelines published by the commissioner, a 
collaborative planning process which clearly identifies:

(i) allocation of resources in the collaboration annual funding plan;
. (ii) a description of the governance structure for the execution of the funding plan;

(iii) outcomes consistent with the statewide goals identified in this chapter and in stat
utes governing previous categorical funding included in the collaboration funding plan; and

(iv) indicators sufficient to measure improvement or decline in specified outcomes 
compared to baseline performance;

(4) conduct a public hearing on the funding consolidation plan under section 471.705;
(5) agree to periodically report information concerning progress in addressing outcom

es, as 'provided for in guidelines to be published by the commissioner; and
(6) execute a written agreement between the commissioner and the local grantees set

ting forth responsibilities, obligations, and conditions consistent with this section. The 
agreement must state that the, funds that are being locally consolidated will be used collec
tively only to achieve the objectives of the separate programs being locally consolidated.

Subd. 4. Geographic area. The geographic area for a local consolidated funding pro
cess must be an entire county, a multicounty area, or, with the approval of the county board 
and commissioner, a subcounty area, if county funds are used. The process may provide for 
coordination of service delivery in jurisdictions that extend across county boundaries.

Subd. 5. Programs included. Grant programs transferred to the department of chil
dren, families, and learning in section 119A.04 and programs transferred from the abolished 
department of education are eligible for local funding consolidation. Eligibility of any feder
ally funded programs for local funding consolidation is conditioned upon obtaining neces
sary federal waivers or changes in federal law. r, ,,

Subd. 6. Entry into program. Grantees who meet all requirements of this section may 
elect to begin using funding for a local consolidated funding process beginning January 1, 
1996, or at each six-month interval. Other local grantees that meet all requirements of this 
section may elect to begin using funding for a local consolidation funding process beginning 
July 1, 1996, or at each six-month interval.
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Subd. 7. Sanctions. If the commissioner finds that a grantee has failed to comply with 
this section, the grantee becomes subject to all requirements ’of individual grant programs as 
specified in statutes and rules.

History: lSpl995 c 3 art ]6 s 5; 1998 c 397 art 11 s 3

NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED SERVICES 

119A.08 NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND FAM
ILIES.

- 'Subdivision' 1.,Pilot projects authorized. The commissioner may establish a pilot 
project for family services collaboratives to deliver and broker services through neighbor- 
hood-based community organizations.

Subd. 2 Family service collaborative; pilot, (a) A family services collaborative under 
section 124D.23 may apply to the commissioner to participate in the pilot project in specified 
geographic areas The selected collaborative must'implement the program through family 
service centers and eligible community groups that have strong ties to a local neighborhood 
and represent the diversity of residents and that have a history of providing services in the 
neighborhood.

(b) An eligible organization must submit an application to the sponsoring family ser
vices collaborative with a descnption of areas to be served, a neighborhood presence, the 
needs of the area, the services to be provided with associated costs and resources, the in
tended outcomes, and the proposed methods of delivering service through volunteers, in
cluding any reimbursement or incentive not to exceed $200'for any service. Proposed ser
vices and amounts must be listed in an outcomes-based format.

■ ' Subd. 3 Eligible activities. A participating center or group may deliver, or arrange for 
the delivery of, needed services listed in the application including assisting family members 
to achieve the GED requirements; assisting with English as a second language or citizenship 
classes and tests; assisting with access to early childhood programs, childhood immuniza
tions, suitable child care, and home visits; and assisting in crime prevention through after
school enrichment activities, truancy prevention, and tutoring for academically under
achieving children
. , A collaborative that receives a grant under this section shall establish procedures to en

sure the quality of the services paid for with grant funds and to monitor the delivery of ser
vices.

History: 1997 c 162 art 2 s 2, 1998 c 397 art 11 s 3 

CHILDREN’S TRUST FUND FOR PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE

119A.10 CITATION.
Sections 119 A. 11 to 119 A. 16 may be cited as the “Children’s Trust Fund for the Preven

tion of Child Abuse Act.”
History: 1986 c 423 s 1; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 25

119A.11 DEFINITIONS.
Subdivision 1. Applicability. The definitions in this section apply to Laws 1986, chap

ter 423, sections 1 to 9.
Subd. 2. Act. “Act” means the Children’s Trust Fund for the Prevention of Child Abuse 

Act. •
Subd. 3. Advisory council. “Advisory council” means the advisory council established 

under section 119A. 13. :
Subd. 4. Child. “Child” means a person under 18 years off age.
Subd. 5. Child abuse. “Child abuse” means sexual abuse, neglect, or physical abuse as 

defined in section 626 556, subdivision 2, paragraphs (a), (c), and (d).
Subd 6 Commissioner. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of children, fami

lies, and learning.
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7 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 119A.13

Subd. 7 ..Local council. “Local council” means a child abuse prevention council estab
lished under section 119A. 14.

Subd. 8. Prevention program. “Prevention program” means a system that directly pro
vides primary or secondary child abuse prevention services to a child, parent or prospective 

, parent, guardian, or professional who works regularly with children, and may also mclude a 
research program related to the prevention of child abuse.

Subd. 9. Primary prevention. “Primary prevention” means a program or service de
signed to promote the general welfare of children and families.

Subd. 10. Secondary prevention. “Secondary prevention” means a program or service 
designed to prevent abuse of children who are in circumstances where there is a high risk that 
abuse will occur. •

Subd. 11. Tertiary prevention. “Tertiary prevention” means a program or service pro
vided after child abuse has occurred that is designed to prevent its recurrence.

Subd. 12. Trust fund. “Trust fund” means the children’s trust fund for the prevention of 
child abuse established under section 119A.12.

History: 1986 c 423 s 2; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 8,25; ISp 1995 c 3 art 16 s 13

119A.12 TRUST FUND.
Subdivision 1. Creation of trust fund. A children’s trust fund for the prevention of 

child abuse is established as an account in the state treasury. The commissioner of finance 
shall credit to the trust fund all amounts received under sections 119A.16and 144.226, subdi
vision 3, and shall ensure that trust fund money is invested under section 11 A.25. All money 
earned by the trust fund must be credited to the trust fund. The trust fund earns its proportion
ate share of the total annual state investment income.

Subd. 2. Availability of funds for disbursement. Until the total amount of assets m the 
trust fund exceeds $20,000,000, not more than 60 percent of the gross amount contributed to 
the trust fund each year under section 144.226, subdivision 3, plus 100 percent of all earnings 
credited to the trust fund the previous fiscal year, are available for disbursement. When the 
commissioner of finance certifies that the assets in the trust fund exceed $20,000,000, only 
the annual earnings and the funds received under section 119A. 16 that are credited to the trust 
fund are available for disbursement.

Subd. 3. Exception. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, money received under section 
119A.16 may be disbursed in its entirety. This money must not be taken into account when 
calculating the annual contributions to the trust fund under this section.

History: 1986 c 423 s 3; 1991 c 292 art 8 s25

119A.13 DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS FOR CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION.
Subdivision 1. Authority to disburse funds. The commissioner, with the advice and 

consent of the advisory council established under this section, may disburse trust fund 
money to any public or private nonprofit agency to fund a child abuse prevention program. 
State funds appropriated for child maltreatment prevention grants may be transferred to the 
children’s trust fund special revenue account and are available to carry out this section.

Subd. 2. Advisory council. An advisory council of 17 members is established under 
section 15.059. The commissioners of human services, health, and children, families, and 
learning shall each appoint one member. The subcommittee on committees of the senate and 
the speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint two members of their respec
tive bodies, one from each caucus.' The governor shall appoint an additional ten members 
who shall demonstrate knowledge in the area of child abuse prevention and shall represent 
the demographic and geographic composition of the state, and to the extent possible, repre
sent the following groups: local government, parents, racial and ethnic minority communi
ties, the religious community, professional providers of child abuse prevention services, and 
volunteers in child abuse prevention services. The council shall advise and assist the com
missioner in carrying out sections 119A.10 to 119A.16. The council does not expire as pro
vided by section 15.059, subdivision,5.

Subd. 3. Plan for disbursement of funds. By June 1,1987, the commissioner, assisted 
by the advisory council, shall develop a plan to disburse money from the trust fund. In devel
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119A.13 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 8

oping the plan, the commissioner shall review prevention programs. The plan must ensure 
that all geographic areas of the state have an equal opportunity to establish prevention pro
grams and receive trust fund money. • ■ ■ 1

Subd. 4. Responsibilities of the commissioner, (a) The commissioner shall:
(1) provide for the coordination and exchange of information on the establishment and 

maintenance of prevention programs, ' '
(2) develop and publish criteria forreceivirig trust fund money by prevention programs;
(3) review, approve, and monitor the spending of tmst fund money by prevention pro

grams; ,
(4) provide statewide educational and public informational seminars to develop public 

awareness on preventing child abuse; to encourage professional persons and groups to recog
nize instances of child abuse and work to prevent them; to make information on child abuse 
prevention available to the public and to organizations and agencies; and to encourage the 
development of prevention programs;

(5) establish a procedure for an annual, internal evaluation of the functions, responsibi
lities, and performance of the commissioner in carrying out Laws 1986, chapter 423;

(6) provide technical assistance to local councils and agencies working in the area of 
child abuse prevention; and

(7) accept and review grant applications beginning June 1, 1987- ,
(b) The commissioner shall recommend to the governor changes in state programs, stat

utes, policies, budgets, and standards that will reduce the problems of child abuse, improve 
coordination among state agencies that provide prevention services, and improve the condi
tion of children, parents, or guardians in need of prevention program services.

History: 1986 c 423 s 4; 1987 c 358 s 113; lSpl987 c 4 art 2 s 6; 1988 c 629 s 57; 
1989 c 119 s 1; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 9,25; 1992 c 515 s 2; lSpl993 c l  art 3 s 31; lSpl995  
c 3 art 16 s 13; 1997 c 7 an  2 s 8,9; 1997 c 162 art 2 s 3-5

NOTE See section 15 059, subdivision 5a, for expiration of the child abuse prevention advisory council

119A.14 LOCAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION COUNCILS.
Subdivision 1. Establishment of council. A child abuse prevention council may be es

tablished in any county or group of counties that was eligible to receive funds under Minne
sota Statutes 1986, section 145.917 as of January 1, 1986 A council organized in such a 
county or group of counties shall be authorized by the commissioner to review programs 
seeking trust fund money on finding that the council meets the criteria in this subdivision-

(a) The council has submitted a plan for the prevention of child abuse that includes a 
rank ordering of needed programs and services, assesses the need for additional programs or 
services, and demonstrates that standards and procedures have been established to ensure 
that funds will be distributed and used according to Laws 1986, chapter 423.

(b) A single-county council shall consist of: ,
(1) a minimum of nine members with the majority consisting of members from the com- 

munity-at-large who do not represent service-providing agencies. These members shall 
represent the demographic and geographic composition of the county and, to the extent pos
sible, represent the following groups: parents, businesses, racial and ethnic minority com
munities, and the faith communities; and

(2) if necessary, enough additional members with knowledge in the area of child abuse 
prevention so that a majority of the council is composed of members who do not represent 
public agencies.

(c) A multicounty council shall be composed of the combined membership of persons in 
paragraph (b). ' ' -

Subd. 2. Review by council. To be eligible to receive a grant from the trust fund, an 
applicant must have had its application reviewed by a child abuse prevention council from 
the applicant’s geographic area found by the commissioner to meet the criteria in this section. 
In reviewing all applications, the council shall consider the extent to which the applicant 
meets the criteria and standards in Laws 1986, chapter 423, and the degree to which the pro
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9 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 119A.16

gram meets the,needs of the geographic area. The council shall provide to the advisory coun
cil its comments and recommendations concerning each application reviewed and shall pro
vide the advisory council with its prioritization by rank ordering of all applications reviewed.

History: 1986 c 423 s 5; 1991 c 199 art 2 s 22; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 25; 1997 c 162 
art 2 s 6

119A.15 PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA FOR DISBURSEMENT.
Subdivision 1. Establishment. The commissioner shall establish in the plan for preven

tion of child abuse the criteria for distribution of trust fund money. All money shall be distrib
uted for programs and services involving primary or secondary prevention, and no money 
shall be distributed for programs and services involving tertiary prevention.

, Subd. 2. Matching and other requirements. Trust fund money shall only be distrib
uted to applicants that demonstrate an ability to match at least 40 percent of the amount of 
trust fund money requested and whose proposals meet the other criteria. The matching re
quirement may be met through in-kind donations. In awarding grants, the commissioner 
shall consider the extent to which the applicant has demonstrated a willingness and ability to:

(1) continue the prevention program or service if trust fund money is eliminated or re
duced; and ' ■

(2) provide prevention program models and consultation to other organizations and 
communities.

Subd. 3. Use of funds. Priority must be given to applicants whose matching funds do 
not consist, in whole or in part, of state or federal funds. Any trust fund money received must 
not be used to compensate for a decrease in previously existing funding levels, unless that 
decrease is attributable to a decision made by state, federal, or other entities not controlled by 
the applicant and the applicant demonstrates that it has made reasonable efforts to retain all 
previously existing funding. ,

Subd. 4. Statewide or regional programs. The commissioner may fund programs that 
intend to serve the entire state or a region larger than the area served by any local council even 
if the program has not been reviewed by any local council. The commissioner may, however, 
solicit comments or recommendations about the applicant or the program from a local coun
cil covering any area to be served by the applicant’s proposed program.

Subd. 5. Local council as recipient of funds. The commissioner may disburse funds to 
a local council for community education purposes, or for administrative costs in carrying out 
Laws 1986, chapter 423, if all criteria and standards are met.

Subd. 5a. Excluded programs. Programs transferred to the department of children, 
families, and learning from the department of economic security may not be included in the 
consolidated funding account and are ineligible for local consolidation. The commissioner 
may not apply for federal waivers to include these programs in funding consolidation initia
tives. The programs include the following:

(1) programs for the homeless under sections 119A.43 and 268.365;
(2) emergency energy assistance and energy conservation programs under sections 

119A.40 and 119A.42;
(3).weatherization programs under section 119A.41;
(4) foodshelf programs under section 119A.44 and the emergency food assistance pro

gram; and
(5) lead abatement programs under section 119A.45. . ,
Subd. 6. Contracts. The commissioner shall use state or local resources and staff if 

practicable, but may enter into contracts with public or nonprofit private agencies to fulfill 
the requirements of Laws 1986, chapter 423.

Subd. 7. Rules. The commissioner may adopt rules to carry out Laws 1986, chapter 423.
' ■ History: 1986 c 423 s 6; lSpl987 c 4 art 2 s 7; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 25; 1997 c 162 

art 2 s 7,8; art 3 s 4; 1998 c 273 s 2 ’ ■ '

119A.16 ACCEPTANCE OF FEDERAL FUNDS AND OTHER DONATIONS.
The commissioner may accept federal money and gifts, donations, and bequests for the 

purposes of Laws 1986, chapter 423. Money so received and proceeds from the sale of
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119A.16 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 10

promotional items, minus sales promotional costs, must be deposited in the trust fund and 
must be made available to the commissioner.

History: 1986 c 423 s 7, 1987 c 358 s 114; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 25; 1997 c 162 art 2 s
9

119A.17 ANNUAL APPROPRIATION.
All earnings from trust fund assets, all sums received under section 119A.16, and 60 

percent of the amount collected under section 144 226, subdivision 3, are appropriated annu
ally from the children’s trust fund for the prevention of child abuse to the commissioner of 
children, families, and learning to carry out sections 119A. 10 to 119A. 16. In fiscal year 1987 
only, the first $75,000 collected under section 144.226, subdivision 3, is appropriated from 
the children’s trust fund for the prevention of child abuse to the commissioner of children, 
families, and learning to carry out sections 119A40 to 119A.16

History: 1986 c 423 s 9; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 10,25; lSpl995 c art 16 s 13 
ABUSED CHILD PROGRAM

119A.20 ABUSED CHILD PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. Definitions. For the purposes of sections 119A.20 to 119A.23, the fol

lowing terms have the meanings given.
Subd. 2. Abused child. “Abused child” means a child, under the age of 18 years, who 

has suffered physical, emotional, or mental injury, harmful neglect, sexual abuse or exploita
tion, or negligent treatment.

Subd. 3. Abused children services. “Abused children services” means any service or 
program designed to provide advocacy, education, prevention, or direct service to or on be
half of abused children, children at risk, and their families

Subd. 4. Commissioner. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of the department 
of children, families, and learning or a designee.

History: 1994 c 552 s 1; lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13

119A.21 GRANTS TO SERVICE PROVIDER PROGRAMS.
Subdivision 1. Grants awarded. The commissioner shall award grants to programs 

which provide abused children services Grants shall be awarded in a manner that ensures 
that they are equitably distributed to programs serving metropolitan and nonmetropolitan 
populations. ■ .

Subd. 2. Applications. Any public or private nonprofit agency may apply to the com- 
missionerfor a grant to provide abused children services. The application shall be submitted 
in a form approved by the commissioner after consultation with the abused children advisory 
council and shall include:

(1) a proposal for the provision of abused children services to, or on behalf of, abused 
children, children at risk, and their families;

(2) a proposed budget;
(3) evidence of ability to represent the interests of abused children and their families to 

local law enforcement agencies and courts, social services, and health agencies;
(4) evidence of ability to do outreach to unserved and underserved populations and to 

provide culturally and linguistically appropriate services; and
• (5) any other information the commissioner may require by policy or by rule adopted 

under chapter 14; after considering the recommendations of the abused children advisory 
council.

Programs which have been approved for grants in prior years may submit materials 
which indicate changes m-items listed in clauses (1) to (5), in order to qualify for renewal 
funding. Nothing in this subdivision may be construed to require programs to submit com
plete applications for each year of funding.

Subd. 3. Duties. Every public or private nonprofit agency which receives a grant under 
this section to provide abused children services shall 'comply with all requirements of the 
commissioner related to the administration of the grants
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11 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 119A.23

Subd. 4. Classification of data collected by grantees. Personal history information 
and other information collected, used, or maintained by a grantee from which the identity of 
any abused child or family members may be determined is,private data on individuals as de
fined in section 13.02, subdivision 12, and the grantee shall maintain the data in accordance 
with provisions of chapter 13.

History: 1994 c 552, s. 2, ,• ..

119A.22 DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONER.
The commissioner shall' 1
(1) review applications and award grants to programs pursuant to section 119A.21 after 

considering the recommendation of the abused children advisory council;
(2) appoint members of the abused children advisory council created under section 

119A.23 and provide consultative staff and other administrative services to the council;
(3) after considering the recommendation of the abused children advisory council, ap

point a program director to perform the duties set forth in this clause In appointing the pro
gram director the commissioner shall give due consideration to the list of applicants sub
mitted to the commissioner pursuant to this section The program director shall administer 
the funds appropriated for sections 119 A.20 to 119A.23, consult with and provide staff to the 
advisory council and perform other duties related to abused children’s prograrns as the com
missioner may assign;

(4) design a uniform method of collecting data on abused children’s programs to be used 
to monitor and assure compliance of the programs funded under section 119A.21;

(5) provide technical aid to applicants in the development of grant requests and to pro
grams in meeting the data collection requirements established by the commissioner; and

(6) adopt, under chapter 14, all rules necessary to implement the provisions o f sections 
119A.20 to 119A.23. . ■ ■

History: 1994 c 552 s 3 '

119A.23 ADVISORY COUNCIL. ,
Subdivision 1. Generally. The commissioner shall appoint a 12-member advisory 

council to advise the commissioner on the implementation and continued operation of sec
tions 119A/20 to 119A.23 The abused children advisory council shall also serve-as a.liaison 
between the commissioner and organizations that provide abused children services. The 
terms of members of the advisory council shall be two years. No member may serve on the 
advisory council for more than two consecutive terms. Council members shall not receive 
per diem but shall receive expense reimbursements as specified in section 15.059. In other 
matters section 15.059 shall govern the operation of the advisory council.

Subd. 2 Membership. Persons appointed shall be knowledgeable about’ or have inter
ests in issues concerning abused children and the programs that serve them, including the 
need for effective advocacy services. The membership of the council shall broadly represent 
the interests of abused children throughout Minnesota, including representation of people of 
color and other individuals from traditionally underserved population, and must include one 
member from the department of human services child protection unit No mqre than six 
members of the council may be representatives of community or governmental organiza
tions that provide abused children services One-half of the council’s members shall reside 
in the metropolitan area consisting of the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, 
Ramsey, Scott, and Washington, and one-half of the members shall reside in the nonmetro
politan area. To the extent possible, nonmetropolitan members must be representative of all 
nonmetropolitah regions of the state.

Subd. 3. Duties. The advisory council shall. ,
(1) advise the commissioner on all planning, development„data collection, rulemaking, 

funding, and evaluation of abused,children programs under section 119A.22;
(2) advise the commissioner on the adoption of rules under chapter 14 governing the 

award of grants to ensure that funded programs are consistent with section 119A.21;
(3) recommend to the commissioner the names of five applicants for the position of 

abused children program director; ,
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119A.23 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 12

(4) advise the commissioner on the rules adopted under chapter 14;
(5) review applications received by the commissioner for grants under section 119 A.21 

and make recommendations on the awarding of grants; and
(6) advise the program director in the performance of duties in the administration and 

coordination of the programs funded under section 119 A.21
Subd. 4. Conflict of interest. A member of the advisory council shall be excluded from 

participating in review and recommendation concerning a grant allocation if the member:
(1) serves or has served any time during the last three years as an employee, consultant, 

volunteer, or governing board member of an organization whose application is being re
viewed; or

(2) has a financial interest in the funding of the applicant organization
Subd. 5. Advisory council recommendations. The commissioner shall consider the 

advisory council’s recommendations before awarding grants or adopting policies regarding 
the planning, development, data collection, rulemaking, funding, and abused children ser
vices for programs funded under section 119A.21. Before taking action on matters related to 
programs and abused children services, except day-to-day administrative operations, the 
commissioner shall notify the advisory council of the intended action. Notification of grant 
award decisions shall be given to the advisory council in time to allow the council to request 
reconsideration.

History: 1994 c 552 s 4
DRUG POLICY; VIOLENCE PREVENTION

119A.25 DEFINITIONS.
Subdivision 1. Applicability. For purposes of sections 119 A. 25 to 119 A. 33, the follow

ing terms have the meanings given them in this section.
Subd. 2. Chemical abuse. “Chemical abuse” means the use of a controlled substance or 

the abuse of alcoholic beverages.
Subd. 3. Controlled substance. “Controlled substance” has the meaning given in sec

tion 152.01, subdivision 4.
Subd. 4. Prevention activity. “Prevention activity” means an activity carried on by a 

government agency that is designed to reduce chemical abuse and dependency, including 
education, prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation programs.

Subd. 5. Supply reduction activity. “Supply reduction activity” means an activity car
ried on by a government agency that is designed to reduce the supply or use of controlled 
substances, including law enforcement, eradication, and prosecutorial activities.

History: 1989 c 290 art 9 s 1; 1989 c 356 s 56; 1991 c 279 s 10-13

119A.26 OFFICE OF DRUG POLICY AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION.
Subdivision 1 Office; assistant commissioner. The office of drug policy and violence 

prevention is an office in the department of children, families, and learning headed by an as
sistant commissioner appointed by the commissioner to serve in the unclassified service. The 
assistant commissioner may appoint other employees. The assistant commissioner shall 
coordinate the violence prevention activities and the prevention and supply reduction activi
ties of state and local agencies and provide one professional staff member to assist on a full
time basis the work of the chemical abuse prevention resource council.

Subd. 2. Duties, (a) The assistant commissioner shall:
(1) gather, develop, and make available throughout the state information and education

al materials on preventing and reducing violence in the family and in the community, both 
directly and by serving as a clearinghouse for information and educational materials from 
schools, state and local agencies, community service providers, and local organizations;

(2) foster collaboration among schools, state and local agencies, community service 
providers, and local organizations that assist in violence intervention or prevention;

(3) assist schools, state and local agencies, service providers, and organizations, on re
quest, with training and other programs designed to educate individuals about violence and 
reinforce values that contribute to ending violence;

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1998

Copyright © 1998 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



13 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS U9A.27

, (4) after consulting with all state agencies involved in preventing or reducing violence 
within the family or community, develop a statewide strategy for preventing and reducing 
violence that,encompasses the. efforts, of those agencies and takes into account all money 
available for preventing or reducing violence from any source; ,

(5) submit the strategy to the governor by January 15 of each calendar year, along with a 
summary of activities occurring during the previous year to prevent or reduce violence expe
rienced by children, young people, and their families; and

(6) assist appropriate professional and occupational organizations, including organiza
tions of law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and educators, in developing and operating 
informational and training programs to improve the effectiveness of activities to prevent or 
reduce violence within the family or community.

(b) The assistant commissioner shall gather and make available information on preven
tion,and supply reduction activities throughout the state, foster cooperation among involved 
state and local agencies, and assist agencies and public officials in training and other pro
grams designed to improve the effectiveness of prevention and supply reduction activities.

(c) The assistant commissioner shall coordinate the distribution of funds received by 
the state of Minnesota through the federal Anti-Drug Abuse Act. The assistant,commission
er shall recommend to the commissioner recipients of grants' under sections 119A.30 and 
299A.33, after consultation with the chemical abuse prevention resource council. ,

(d) The assistant commissioner shall. ,, i
(1) after consultation with all state agencies involved in prevention or supply reduction 

activities, develop a state chemical abuse and dependency strategy encompassing the efforts 
of those agencies and taking into account all money available for prevention and supply re
duction activities, from any source;

(2) submit the strategy to the governor by January 15 of each year, along with a summa
ry,of prevention and supply reduction activities during the preceding calendar year;

(3) assist appropriate professional and occupational organizations, including organiza
tions of law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and educators, m developing and operating 
informational and training programs to improve the effectiveness of prevention and supply 
reduction activities;

(4) provide information, including information on drug trends, and assistance to state 
and local agencies, both directly and by functioning as a clearinghouse for information from 
other agencies; ■ - ■ 1 • 1

(5) facilitate cooperation among drug program agencies; and
(6) in coordination with the chemical abuse prevention resource council, review,'ap

prove, and coordinate the administration of prevention, criminal justice, and treatment 
grants. 1

History: 1989 c 290 art 9 s'2; 1991 c 238 art 1 s 14; 1991 c 279's 14; 1991 c 345 
art 2 s 51; 1992 c 571 art 10 s 20; lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13; 1997 c 7 art 2 s 10

119A.27 CHEMICAL ABUSE AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION COUNCIL.
Subdivision 1. Establishment; membership. A chemical abuse and violence preven

tion council consisting of 19 members is established. The commissioners of public safety, 
children, families, and learning, health, corrections, and human services, the director of the 
office of strategic and long-range planning, and the attorney general shall each appoint one 
member from among their employees. The speaker of the house of representatives and the 
subcommittee on committees of the senate shall each appoint a legislative member. The gov
ernor shall appoint an additional ten members who shall represent the demographic and geo
graphic composition of the state and, to the extent possible, shall represent the following: 
public health; education including preschool, elementary, and higher education; social ser
vices; financial aid services; chemical dependency treatment; law enforcement; prosecution; 
defense; the judiciary; corrections; treatment research,professionals; drug abuse prevention 
professionals, the business sector; religious leaders; representatives of racial, and ethnic mi
nority communities, and other community representatives. The members shall designate one 
of the governor’s appointees as chair of the council. Compensation and removal,of members 
are governed by section 15.059.
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119A.27 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 14

Subd. 2. Acceptance of funds and donations. The council may accept federal money, 
gifts, donations, and bequests for the purpose of performing the duties set forth m this section 
and section 119A.28. The council shall use its best 'efforts to solicit funds from private indi
viduals and organizations to match state appropriations.

History: 1989 c 290 art 9 s 3; 1991 c 279 s 15; 1991 c 345 art 2 s 52; 1992 c 571 
art 10 s 21; 1994 c 636 art 9 s 2; 15pl995 c 3 art 16 s 13

NOTE See section 15 059, subdivision 5a, for expiration of council

119A.28 RESPONSIBILITIES OF COUNCIL.
Subdivision 1. Purpose of council. The general purpose of the council is to serve as an 

advisory body to the governor and the legislature on all aspects of alcohol and drug abuse.
Subd. 2. Specific duties and responsibilities. In furtherance of the general purpose 

specified in subdivision 1, the council shall:
(1) assist state agencies in the coordination of drug policies and programs and in the 

provision of services to other units of government, communities, and citizens;
(2) promote among state agencies policies to achieve uniformity in state and federal 

grant programs and to streamline those programs;
(3) oversee comprehensive data collection and research and evaluation of alcohol and 

drug program activities;
(4) seek the advice and counsel of appropriate interest groups and advise the assistant 

commissioner of the office of drug policy and violence prevention;
(5) seek additional private funding for community-based programs and research and 

evaluation;
(6) evaluate whether law enforcement narcotics task forces should be reduced in num

ber and increased in geographic size, and whether new sources of funding are available for 
the task forces;

(7) continue to promote clarity of roles among fedeial, state, and local law enforcement 
activities; and

(8) establish criteria to evaluate law enforcement drug programs.
Subd. 3. G rant programs. The council shall, m coordination with the assistant com

missioner of the office of drug policy and violence prevention, review and approve State 
agency plans regarding the use of federal funds for programs to reduce chemical abuse or 
reduce the supply of controlled substances. The appropriate state agencies would have re
sponsibility for management of state and federal druggrant programs.

Subd. 4. Annual report. By February 1 each year, the council shall submit a written 
report to the governor and the legislature describing its activities during the preceding year, 
describing efforts that have been made to enhance and improve utilization of existing re
sources and to identify deficits m prevention efforts, and recommending appropriate 
changes, including any legislative changes that it considers necessary or advisable in the area 
of chemical abuse and violence prevention policy, programs, and services.

. History: 1989 c 290 art 9 s 4; 1991 c 279 s 16; 1992 c 571 art 10 s 22,23; 1994 c 
636 art 9 s 3

119A.29 YOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS; PILOT PROJECTS ESTAB
LISHED.

Subdivision 1: Establishment; requirements. The commissioner of children, fami
lies, and learning may establish pilot projects at neighborhood centers serving youths be
tween the ages of 11 to 21. The centers may offer recreational activities, social services, 
meals, job skills and career services, and provide referrals for youths to other available ser
vices outside the centers. The commissioner may consult with other appropriate agencies 
and, to the extent possible, use existing resources and staff in creating the programs. The 
commissioner shall ensure that the programs, if offered, are adequately staffed by specially 
trained personnel and outreach street workers. Each center may integrate community volun
teers into the program’s activities and services and cooperate with local law enforcement
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15 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS 119A.31

agencies The centers must be open during hours convenient to youths including evenings, 
weekends, and extended summer hours. However, there may not be any conflicts with truan
cy laws. Each center must,have a plan for evaluation designed to measure the program’s ef
fectiveness in aiding youths

Subd. 2. Advisory board. The commissioner shall establish an advisory board to help 
develop plans and programs for the youth centers established in subdivision 1. The commis
sioner shall encourage both youths and their families to participate on the board.

History: 1995 c 226 art 3 s 44; lSpl995 c 3 art, 1<5 s 13, 1996 c 408 art 2 s 4
NOTE See section 15 059, subdivision 5a, for expiration of the youth neighborhood services advisory board

119A.30 [Repealed, 1997 c 239 art 3 s 25]

119A.31 COMMUNITY CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAMS; GRANTS.
Subdivision 1. Programs. The' commissioner shall, in consultation with the chemical 

abuse and violence prevention council, administer a grant program' to fund community- 
based programs that are designed to enhance the community’s sense of personal security and 
to assist the community in its crime control and prevention efforts Examples of qualifying 
programs mclude, but are not limited to, the following: 1 1 '

(1) community-based programs designed to provide services for children under 14 
years of age who are juvenile offenders or who are at risk of becoming juvenile offenders. 
The programs must give prionty to'

. ' (1) juvenile restitution; ■ " r ■
' (ii) prearrest or pretrial diversion, including through mediation;

(in) probation innovation; ,
(iv) teen courts, community service; or ,
(v) post incarceration alternatives to assist youth in returning to their communities;
(2) community-based programs designed to provide at-risk children and youth under 

14 years of age with after-school and summer enrichment activities;
(3) community-based programs designed to discourage young people from involve

ment in unlawful drug or street gang activities such as neighborhood youth centers;
(4) neighborhood block clubs and innovative community-based crime prevention pro

grams; ■ ■ -
(5) community- and school-based programs designed to enrich the educational, cultur

al, or recreational opportunities of at-nsk children and youth, including programs designed 
to keep at-risk youth from dropping out of school and encourage school dropouts to return to 
school, ’ -

(6) community-based programs designed to intervene with juvenile offenders who are 
identified as likely to engage in repeated criminal activity in the future unless intervention is 
undertaken; ' ’

(7) community-based collaborates that coordinate multiple programs and funding 
sources to address the needs of at-nsk children and youth; including, but not limited to, col
lab o ra te s  that address the continuum of services for juvenile offenders and those who are at 
risk of becoming juvenile offenders; ' 1

(8) programs that are proven successful at increasing the rate of school success or the 
rate of post-secondary education attendance for high-risk students; '

(9) community-based programs that provide services to homeless youth;
(10) programs designed to reduce truancy;
(11) other commumty- and school-based crime prevention programs that are innova

tive and encourage substantial involvement by members of the community served by the pro
gram;

(12) community-based programs that attempt to prevent and ameliorate the effects of 
teenage prostitution,

(13) programs for mentoring at-risk youth, including youth at risk ,of gang involve
ment; and ,
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(14) programs operated by community violence prevention councils.
Subd 2. Grant procedure. A local unit of government or a nonprofit community- 

based entity may apply for a grant by submitting an application with the commissioner. The 
applicant shall specify the following m its application:

(1) a description of each program for which funding is sought;
(2) outcomes and performance indicators for the program;
(3) a description of the planning process that identifies local community needs, surveys 

existing programs, provides for coordination with existing programs, and involves all af
fected sectors of the community;

(4) the geographical area to be served by the program;
(5) statistical information as to the number of arrests in the geographical area for violent 

crimes and for crimes involving schedule I and II controlled substances. “Violent crime” in
cludes a violation of or an attempt or conspiracy to violate any of the following laws: sections 
609.185; 609.19; 609.195; 609.20; 609.205; 609.21; 609.221; 609.222; 609.223; 609.228; 
609.235; 609.24; 609.245; 609.25; 609.255; 609.266,1; 609.2662; 609.2663; 609.2664; 
609.2665; 609.267; 609.2671; 609.268; 609.342; 609.343; 609.344; 609.345; 609.498, sub
division 1; 609.561; 609.562, 609.582, subdivision, 1; 609.687; or any provision of chapter 
152 that is punishable by a maximum sentence greater than ten years; and

(6) the number of economically disadvantaged youth m the geographical areas to be 
served by the program.

The commissioner shall give priority to funding community-based collaborati ves, pro
grams that demonstrate substantial involvement by members of the community served by the 
program and programs that either serve the geographical areas that have the highest cnme 
rates, as measured by the data supplied under clause (4), or serve geographical areas that have 
the largest concentrations of economically disadvantaged youth. Up to 2.5 percent of the ap
propriation may be used by the commissioner to administer the program.

Subd. 3. Report. The commissioner shall submit a written report to the children’s cabi
net and chairs of the committees of the senate and house of representatives with jurisdiction 
over criminal justice policy and funding of crime prevention programs, by February 1 each 
year, based on the information provided by applicants under this subdivision.

History: 1989 c 290 art 9 s 7; 1990 c 499 s 4; 1991 c 279 s 18; 1993 c 326 art 12 s 
4,5; art 13 s 18; 1994 c 576 s 38,39; 1994 c 636 art 6 s 22, art 9 s 5; 1995 c 226 art 4 s 
4; 1996 c 408 art 2 s 5; 1997 c 2 s 5; 1997 c 162 art 2 s 10

119A.32 OTHER DUTIES.
The assistant commissioner assigned to the office of drug policy and violence preven

tion, in consultation with the chemical abuse and violence prevention council, shall:
(1) provide information and assistance upon request to school preassessment teams es

tablished under section 121 A.26 and school and community advisory teams established un
der section 121A.27;

(2) provide information and assistance upon request to the state board of pharmacy with 
respect to the board’s enforcement of chapter 152;

(3) cooperate with and provide information and assistance upon request to the alcohol 
and other drug abuse section in the department of human services;

(4) assist in coordinating the policy of the office with that of the narcotic enforcement 
unit in the bureau of criminal apprehension; and

(5) coordinate the activities of the regional drug task forces, provide assistance and in
formation to them upon request, and assist in the formation of task forces in areas of the state 
in which no task force operates.

History: 1989 c 290 art 9 s 8, 1989 c 356 s 57; 1991 c 279 s 19; 1992 c 571 art 10 
s 25; 1994 c 636 art 9 s 6; 1998 c 397 art 11 s 3

119A.33 COOPERATION OF OTHER AGENCIES.
State agencies, and agencies and governing bodies of political subdivisions, shall coop

erate with the assistant commissioner assigned to the office of drug policy and shall provide
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17 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; PROGRAMS U9A.34

any public information requested, by the assistant commissioner assigned to the office of 
drug policy.

History: 1989 c 290 art 9 s 9

119A.34 MULTIDISCIPLINARY CHEMICAL ABUSE PREVENTION TEAM.
Subdivision 1. Establishment of team. A county, a multicounty organization of coun

ties formed by an agreement under section 471.59, or a city with a population of no more than 
50,000, may establish a multidisciplinary chemical abuse prevention team. The chemical 
abuse prevention team may include, but not be limited to, representatives of health, mental 
health, public health, law enforcement, educational, social service, court service, communi
ty education, religious, and other appropriate agencies, and parent and youth groups. For pur
poses of this section, “chemical abuse” has the meaning given in Minnesota Rules, part 
9530 6605, subpart 6. When possible the team must coordinate its activities with existing 
local groups, orgamzations, and teams dealing with the same issues the team is addressing.

Subd. 2. Duties of team, (a) A multidisciplinary chemical abuse prevention team shall:
.(1) assist m coordinating chemical abuse prevention and treatment services provided by 

various groups, organizations, and agencies in the community; ,
, ■ (2) disseminate information on the chemical abuse prevention and treatment services 
that are available within the community in which the team is established; - ,

(3) develop and conduct educational programs on chemical abuse prevention for.adults 
and youth within the community in which the team is established;

' (4) conduct activities to address other high-risk behaviors related to chemical abuse, 
including, but not limited to, suicide, delinquency, and family violence; and i

(5) conduct other appropriate chemical abuse prevention activities.
(b) The team, m carrying out its duties under this subdivision, must focus on chemical 

abuse issues and needs unique to the community in which the team is established. In defining 
the needs and goals of the team, the team shall consult with the governmental body of the city 
dr county m which the team is established. When a team is established in a multicounty area, 
the team shall consult with representatives of the county boards of each county.

(c) The team, in carrying out its duties, shall comply with the Government Data Practic
es Act in .chapter 13, and requirements for confidentiality of records under Code of Federal 
Regulations, title 42, sections 2. l'to 2.67,' as amended through December '31,1988, and sec
tion 254A.09.

Subd 3. Grants for demonstration program. The assistant commissioner of the of
fice of drug policy may award a grant to a county, multicounty organization, or city, as de
scribed in subdivision 1, for establishing and operating a multidisciplinary chemical abuse 
prevention team. The assistant commissioner may approve up to five applications'for grants 
under this subdivision. The grant funds must be used to establish a multidisciplinary chemi
cal abuse prevention team to carry out the duties in subdivision 2. 1 '

Subd. 4. Assistant commissioner; administration of grants. The assistant commis
sioner shall develop a process for administering grants under subdivision 3 The process 
must be compatible with the community grant .program under, the Drug Free Schools and 
Communities Act, Public Law Number 100-690. The process for administering the grants 
must include establishing cntena the assistant commissioner shall apply m awarding grants. 
The assistant commissioner shall issue requests,for proposals for grants,under subdivision 3. 
The request must be designed to obtain detailed information about the applicant and other 
information the.assistant commissioner considers necessary to evaluate and select a grant 
recipient. The applicant shall submit, a proposal for a grant on a form and m a manner pre
scribed by the assistant commissioner. The assistant commissioner shall award grants under 
this section so that 50 percent of the funds appropriated for the grants go to the metropolitan 
area comprised of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, and Washington coun
ties, and 50 percent of the funds go to the1 area outside the metropolitan area. The process for 
administering the grants must also include procedures for monitoring the recipients’ use of 
grant funds and reporting requirements for grant recipients.

History: 1989 c 290 art 12 s 1; 1991 c 345 art 2 s 53 -
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FAMILY VISITATION CENTERS 

119A.37 GRANTS FOR FAMILY VISITATION CENTERS.
Subdivision 1. Purpose. The commissioner shall issue a request for proposals from ex

isting local nonprofit, nongovernmental, or governmental organizations, to use existing lo
cal facilities as family visitation centers which may also be used for visitation exchanges. 
The commissioner shall award grants in amounts up to $50,000 for the puipose of creating or 
maintaining family visitation centers in an effort to reduce children’s vulnerability to vio
lence and trauma related to family visitation, where there has been a history of domestic vio
lence or abuse within the family. The commissioner shall award the grants to provide the 
greatest possible number of family visitation centers and to locate them to provide for the 
broadest possible geographic distribution of the centers throughout the state.

Each children’s family visitation center must use existing local facilities to provide a 
healthy interactive environment for parents who are separated or divorced and for parents 
with children in foster homes to visit with their children The centers must be available for 
use by district courts who may order visitation to occur at a family visitation center. The cen
ters may also be used as drop-off sites, so that parents who are under court order to have no 
contact with each other can exchange children for visitation at a neutral site. Each center 
must provide sufficient security to ensure a safe visitation environment for children and their 
parents. A grantee must demonstrate the ability to provide a 25 percent local match, which 
may include in-kind contributions.

Subd. 2. County involvement. Each county or group of counties is encouraged to pro
vide supervised visitation services in an effort to fill the gap m the court system that orders 
supervised visitation but does not provide a center to accomplish the supervised visitation as 
ordered. Each county or group of counties is encouraged to either financially contribute to an 
existing family visitation center in the area, or establish a new center if there is not one in the 
area, possibly through county social services. In creating a new center, the county may col
laborate with other counties, other family visitation centers, family services collaboratives, 
court services, and any other entity or organization. The goal is to provide family visitation 
centers statewide. The county shall apply for funding that may be available through the fed
eral government, specifically for family preservation or family reunification purposes, or 
any other source of funding that will aid in developing and maintaining this vital service.

Subd. 3. Funding. The commissioner may award grants to create or maintain family 
visitation centers.

In awarding grants to maintam a family visitation center, the commissioner may award 
a grant to a center that can demonstrate a 35 percent local match, provided the center is dili
gently exploring and pursuing all available funding options in an effort to become self-sus
taining, and those efforts are reported to the commissioner.

In awarding grants to create a family visitation center, the commissioner shall give 
priority to:

(1) areas of the state where no other family visitation center or similar facility exists;
(2) applicants who demonstrate that private funding for the center is available and will 

continue; and
(3) facilities that are adapted for use to care for children, such as day care centers, 

religious institutions, community centers, schools, technical colleges, parenting resource 
centers, and child care referral services.

In awarding grants to create or maintain a family visitation center, the commissioner 
shall require the proposed center to meet standards developed by the commissioner to ensure 
the safety of the custodial parent and children.

Subd. 4. Additional services. Each family visitation center may provide parenting and 
child development classes, and offer support groups to participating custodial parents and 
hold regular classes designed to assist children who have experienced domestic violence and 
abuse. Each family visitation center must have available an individual knowledgeable about 
or experienced in the provision of services to battered women on its staff, its board of direc
tors, or otherwise available to it for consultation.
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, Subd. 5. Administration. In administering;the grants authorized by this section, the 
commissioner shall ensure that the term “family visitation center” is used m all future ap- 
phcations„publicity releases, requests for proposals, and other matenals of like nature. Ma
terials published prior to the enactment of this legislation which use different terms may be 
distributed by the commissioner until supplies are gone. , , ,

History: 1992 c 571 a n  10 s 17; 1995 c 207 art 4 s 21; 1997c 203 art 5 s 37;. 1997 
c 239 art 7 s 2,3 • ■

COM M UNITY  ACTION AGENCIES

119A.374 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES.
, Subdivision!. Authorization. The commissioner of children, families, and learning 

may provide financial assistance for community action agencies, Indian reservations, and 
migrant and seasonal farmworker organizations to carry out community action programs as 
described in section 119A.376 in accordance with the Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1981, 
Public Law, Number 97-35, as amended in 1984, Public Law Number 98-558, state law, and 
federal law and.regulation.

Subd. 2. Allocation of money, (a) State money appropriated and community service 
block grant money allotted to the state and all money transferred to the community service 
block grant from other block grants shall be allocated annually to community action agencies 
and Indian reservation governments under clauses (b) and (c), and to migrant and seasonal 
farmworker organizations under clause (d).

(b) The available annual money will provide; base funding to all community action 
agencies and ,the Indian reservations. Base funding amounts,per agency are as follows: for 
agencies with low income populations up to 3,999, $25,000; 4,000 to 23,999, $50,000; and 
24,000 or more, $.100,000. , , ' '

(c) All remaining money of the annual money available after the base funding has been 
determined must be allocated to each agency and reservation in proportion to the size of, the 
poverty level population in the agency’s service area compared to the size of the poverty level 
population in the state ' ' r

,(d) Allocation of money to migrant and seasonal farmworker organizations must not 
exceed three percent of the total annual money available. Base funding allocations must be 
made for all community action agencies and Indian reservations,that received money under 
this subdivision, in fiscal year 1984, and for community action agencies designated under 
this section with ,a service area population of 35,000 or greater.

Subd. 3. Reports. Each community action agency receiving funds under this section 
shall report annually, to the commissioner concerning the iise of the funds.

Subd.4 Definition. For the purposes of sections 119A.374 to 119A.376, “poverty level 
population” means the number of people whose household income is at or,below,the poverty 
line established by the United States Office of Management and Budget,in accordance with 
the most recent state population figures established by the United States Department of Com
merce, Bureau of the Census.

History: 1981 c 367 s 2; 1982 c 571 s 1-3; 1983 c 339 s 6; 1985 c 282 s 1,2; 
1SP1985 c 14 art 9 s 75; 1994 c 483 s 1; lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13; !Spl998 c 1 art 1 s 1,2

U9A.375 COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES.
Subdivision 1. In general. A community action agency is apolitical subdivision of the 

state, a combination of pohtical subdivisions, a public agency, or a,private nonprofit agency 
which has the authority under its applicable charter or laws to receive funds under section 
119A.374 to support community action programs as descnbed in section 119A.376 and 
which was designated as an eligible entity under the Community Services Block Grant Act, 
Public Law Number 97-35, section 673(1), 95 Stat. 357,512 (1981), as amended,by, Act of 
October 30, ,1,984, Pubhc Law Number 98-558, sectipn 202,98 Stat. 2878,2884 (1984). For 
purposes of, this subdivision,-“eligible entity” also means any community action agency 
which qualified .under all federal and state regulations applicable dunng the period from 
1981 to September 30, 1984. , , .
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Subd. 2. Designation and recognition. To obtain recognition by the governor a com
munity action agency must be designated by a political subdivision having jurisdiction over 
the entire area to be served by the agency. To designate a community action agency, the politi
cal subdivision must hold a public hearing, pass a resolution to designate, and file a “notice of 
intent to designate” and eligibility documents with the state office of economic opportunity 
for final review and authorization for a new community action agency.

Subd 3. Administering board. Each community action agency shall administer its 
community action programs through a community action board consisting of 15 to 51 mem
bers.

(a) One-third of the members of the board shall be elected public officials, currently 
holding office, or their representatives.

(b) At least one-third of the members shall be persons chosen in accordance with demo
cratic selection procedures adequate to assure that they are representative of the poor in the 
area served.

(c) The other members shall be officials or members of business, industry, labor, 
religious, welfare, education, or other major groups and interests in the community. Each 
member of the board selected to represent a specific geographic area within a community 
must reside in the area represented.

(d) The public community action agency shall have an administering board which 
meets the requirements of this subdivision.

(e) The statewide migrant seasonal farmworker organization known as the Minnesota 
migrant council and Indian reservations carrying out community action programs are ex
empt from the board composition requirements of this subdivision.

Subd. 4. Delegation of powers. If a community action agency places responsibility for 
major policy determinations with respect to the character, funding, extent, and administra
tion of and budgeting for programs to be carried on in a particular geographic area within the 
community m a subsidiary board, council, or similar agency, that board, council, or agency 
shall be broadly representative of the area.

Subd. 5. Local participation. Each community action agency shall consult neighbor
hood based organizations composed of residents of the area or members of the groups served 
to assist the agency in the planning, conduct, and evaluation of components of the communi
ty action program.

Subd. 6. Functions; powers. A community action agency shall:
(a) Plan systematically for an effective community action program; develop informa

tion as to the problems and causes of poverty in the community; determine how much and 
how effectively assistance is being provided to deal with those problems and causes; and es
tablish priorities among projects, activities and areas as needed for the best and most efficient 
use of resources;

(b) Encourage agencies engaged in activities related to the community action program 
to plan for, secure, and administer assistance available under section 119A.374 or from other 
sources on a common or cooperative basis; provide planning or technical assistance to those 
agencies; and generally, in cooperation with community agencies and officials, undertake 
actions to improve existing efforts to reduce poverty, such as improving day-to-day commu
nications, closing service gaps, focusing resources on the most needy, and providing addi
tional opportunities to low-income individuals for regular employment or participation in 
the programs or activities for which those community agencies and officials are responsible;

(c) Initiate and sponsor projects responsive to needs of the poor which are not otherwise 
being met, with particular emphasis on providing central or common services that can be 
drawn upon by a variety of related programs, developing new approaches or new types of 
services that can be incorporated into other programs, and filling gaps pending the expansion 
or modification of those programs;

(d) Establish effective procedures by which the poor and area residents concerned will 
be enabled to influence the character of programs affecting their interests, provide for their 
regular participation in the implementation of those programs, and provide technical and 
other support needed to enable the poor and neighborhood groups to secure on their own be
half available assistance from public and private sources;
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(e) Join with and encourage business, labor and other private groups and organizations 
to undertake, together with public officials and agencies, activities in support of the commu
nity action program which will result in the additional use of private resources and capabili
ties, with a view to developing new employment opportunities, stimulating investment that 
will have a measurable impact on reducing poverty among residents of areas of concentrated 
poverty, and providing methods by which residents of those areas can work with private 
groups, firms, and institutions m seeking solutions to problems of common concern.

Community action agencies, migrant and seasonal farmworker organizations, and the 
Indian reservations, may enter into cooperative purchasing agreements and self-insurance 
programs with local units of government. Nothing in this section expands or limits the cur
rent private or public nature'of a local community action agency.

(f) Adopt policies that require the agencies to refer area residents and community action 
program constituents to education programs that increase literacy, improve parenting skills, 
and address the needs of children from families in poverty: These programs include,-but are 
hotlimited to, early childhood family education programs, adult basic education programs, 
and other lifelong learning opportunities. The agencies arid agency programs, including 
Head Start, shall collaborate with child care and other early childhood education programs to 
ensure smooth transitions to work for parents *

Subd. 7. Agencies as local providers. Agencies defined by this section shall be consid
ered among local providers of outreach services and activities for all antipoverty efforts.

Subd. '8. Categorical funds. Federal antipoverty categorical funds consolidated into 
block grants to the state of Minnesota shall be designated by the state for antipoverty pur
poses. 1 L 1 - ’

. History: 1981 c 367 's 3, 1982 c 571 s 4-8; ‘1985 c 282 s 3; 1986 c 411 s 1,2; 1987 c 
403 art 2 s 133; 1994 c 632 art 4 s 65, lSpl995 c 3.art 16 s. 13; 1997 c 162 art 2 s 25; 
lSpl998 c 1 art 1 s 3

119A.376 COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAMS.
• ‘ Subdivision 1. In general. A community action program is a community based and op
erated program which: i ' : •

. , (a) Includes or is designed to include a sufficient number of project’s or components to 
provide, in sum, a range of services and activities having a measurable and potentially major 
impact on causes of poverty in the community or those areas of the community where pover
ty is a particularly acute problem;

(b) Has been developed, and which organizes and combines its component projects and 
activities, in a mann'er appropriate to carry out all the purposes of sections 119A.374 to 
119A.376; and ;  ' '

(c) Conforms to any other supplementary criteria as the governor may prescribe consis
tent with the purposes and provisions of sections 119A.374 to 119A.376. '

Subd. 2. Components. The components of a community action program shall be de
signed to assist participants, including homeless individuals and families, migrant and sea
sonal farmworkers, and the elderly poor to achieve increased self-sufficiency and greater 
participation'in the affairs of the community by providing services and programs not suffi
ciently provided in the community by any governmental unit; any public institution, or any 
other publicly funded agency or corporation. Community action agencies, governmental 
units, public institutions or other publicly funded agencies or corporations shall consult on 
whether or not a program or service is sufficiently provided in the community..

Subd. 3. Administration. Components of a community action program may be admin
istered by the community action agency when consistent with sound and efficient manage
ment and applicable law, or by other agencies. They may,be,projects eligible for assistance 
under section 119A.374, or .projects assisted from other public or private sources; and they 
may be either specially designed to meet local needs, or designed pursuant to the eligibility 
standards.of a state or federal program providing assistance to a particular kind of activity 
which will help in meeting those needs.
/  History: 1981 c 367 s 4; 1982 c 571 s9; lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13; 1SP1998 c 1 art 1
s 4 , j* . . * .
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ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

119A.40 OIL OVERCHARGE MONEY FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION.
The oil overcharge money that is not otherwise appropriated by law or dedicated by 

court order is appropriated to the commissioner for energy conservation projects that directly 
serve low-income Minnesotans. This appropriation is available until spent.

History: 1998 c 273 s 3

119A.41 COORDINATION OF FEDERAL AND STATE RESIDENTIAL WEA- 
THERIZATION PROGRAMS.

Subdivision 1. Agency designation. The department is the state agency to apply for, 
receive, and disburse money made available to the state by federal law for the purpose of 
weatherizmg the residences of low-income persons. The commissioner must coordinate 
available federal money with state money appropriated for this purpose.

Subd. 2. Grants. The commissioner must make grants of federal and state money to 
community action agencies and other public or private nonprofit agencies for the purpose of 
weatherizmg the residences of low-income persons. Grant applications must be submitted in 
accordance with rules promulgated by the commissioner.

Subd. 3. Benefits of weatherization. In the case of any grant made to an owner of a 
rental dwelling unit for weatherization, the commissioner must require that(l) the benefits 
of weatherization assistance in connection with the dwelling unit accrue primarily to the 
low-income family that resides in the unit; (2) the rents on the dwelling unit will not be raised 
because of any increase in value due solely to the weatherization assistance; and (3) no undue 
or excessive enhancement will occur to the value of the dwelling unit.

Subd. 4. Rules. The commissioner must promulgate rules that describe procedures for 
the administration of grants, data to be reported by grant recipients, and compliance with 
relevant federal regulations. The commissioner must require that a rental unit weatherized 
under this section be rented to a household meeting the income limits of the program for 24 of 
the 36 months after weatherization is complete. In applying this restriction to multiunit 
buildings weatherized under this section, the commissioner must require that occupancy 
continue to reflect the proportion of eligible households in the building at the time of wea- 
thenzation.

Subd. 5. Grant allocation. The commissioner must distribute supplementary state 
grants in a manner consistent with the goal of producing the maximum number of weather
ized units. Supplementary state grants are provided primarily for the payment of additional 
labor costs for the federal weatherization program, and as an incentive for the increased pro
duction of weatherized units.

Criteria for the allocation of state grants to local agencies include existing local agency 
production levels, emergency needs, and the potential for maintaining or increasing accept
able levels of production in the area.

An eligible local agency may receive advance funding for 90 days’ production, but 
thereafter must receive grants solely on the basis of program criteria.

Subd. 6. Eligibility criteria. To the extent allowed by federal regulations, the commis
sioner must ensure that the same income eligibility criteria apply to both the weatherization 
program and the energy assistance program.

History: 1998 c 273 s4

119A.42 EMERGENCY ENERGY ASSISTANCE; FUEL FUNDS.
Subdivision 1. Definitions, (a) The definitions in this subdivision apply to this section.
(b) “Energy provider” means a person who provides heating fuel, including natural gas, 

electricity, fuel oil, propane, wood, or other form of heating fuel, to residences at retail’.
(c) “Fuel fund” means a fund established by an energy provider, the state, or any other 

entity that collects and distributes money for low-income emergency energy assistance and 
meets the minimum criteria, including income eligibility criteria, for receiving money from
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the federal Low-income Home Energy Assistance Program and the program s Incentive 
Fund for Leveraging Non-Federal Resources

Subd 2 Energy providers, requirement Each energy provider may solicit contribu
tions from its energy customers for deposit m a fuel fund established by the energy provider a 
fuel fund established by another energy provider or other entity or the statewide fuel account 
established in subdivision 3 for the purpose of providing emergency energy assistance to 
low-income households that qualify under the federal eligibility criteria of the federal Low- 
income Home Energy Assistance Program Solicitation of contributions from customers 
may be made at least annually and may provide each customer an opportunity to contribute as 
part of payment of bills for provision of service or provide an alternate convement way for 
customers to contribute

Subd 3 Statewide fuel account, appropriation The commissioner must establish a 
statewide fuel account The commissioner may develop and implement a program to solicit 
contributions, manage the receipts and distribute emergency energy assistance to low-in- 
come households as defmed m the federal Low-income Home Energy Assistance Program, 
on a statewide basis All money remitted to the commissioner for deposit in the statewide fuel 
account is appropriated to the commissioner for the purpose of developing and implement
ing the program No more than ten percent of the money received m the first two years of the 
program may be used for the administrative expenses of the commissioner to implement the 
program and no more than five percent of the money received in any subsequent year may be 
used for administration of the program

Subd 4 Emergency energy assistance advisory council The commissioner must ap
point an advisory council to advise the commissioner on implementation of this section At 
least one-third of the advisory council must be composed of persons from households that 
are eligible for emergency energy assistance under the federal Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program The remaining two-thirds of the advisory council must be composed of 
persons representing energy providers, customers local energy assistance providers exist
ing fuel fund delivery agencies and community action agencies Members of the advisory 
council may receive expenses, but no other compensation, as provided in section 15 059, 
subdivision 3 Appointment and removal of members is governed by section 15 059

History 1998 c 273 s 5

119A 425 DATA PRIVACY, ENERGY PROGRAMS
Data on individuals collected maintained, or created because an individual applies for 

benefits or services provided by the energy assistance and weathenzation programs is pn vate 
data on individuals and must not be disseminated except pursuant to section 13 05 subdivi
sions 3 and 4

History 1998 c 273 s 6

119A 43 TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAMS
Subdivision 1 Definitions (a) The definitions m this subdivision apply to this section
(b) Transitional housmg means housing designed for mdependent living and pro

vided to a homeless person or family at a rental rate of at least 25 percent of the family income 
for a period of up to 24 months If a transitional housing program is associated with a licensed 
facility or shelter, it must be located m a separate facility or a specified section of the mam 
facihty where residents can be responsible for their own meals and other daily needs

(c) ‘Support services’ means an assessment service that identifies the needs of individ
uals for mdependent living and arranges or provides for the appropriate educational social, 
legal, advocacy child care employment financial, health care or information and referral 
services to meet these needs

Subd 2 Establishment and administration A transitional housmg program is estab 
lished to be administered by the commissioner The commissioner may make grants to eligi
ble recipients or enter into agreements with community action agencies or other public or 
pnvate nonprofit agencies to make grants to eligible recipients to initiate, maintain, or ex
pand programs to provide transitional housmg and support services for persons in need of
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transitional housing, which may include up to six months of follow-up support services for 
persons who complete transitional housing as they stabilize in permanent housing. The com
missioner must ensure that money appropnated to implement this section is distributed as 
soon as practicable The commissioner may make grants directly to eligible recipients.

Subd. 3 Eligible recipients. A housing and redevelopment authority established under 
section 469.003 or a community action agency recognized under section 119A.375 is eligi
ble for assistance under the program. In addition, a partnership, j oint venture, corporation, or 
association that meets the following requirements is also eligible:

(1) it is established for a purpose not involving pecuniary gain to its members, partners, 
or shareholders;

(2) it does not pay dividends or other pecuniary remuneration, directly or indirectly, to 
its members, partners, or shareholders; and

(3) in the case of a private, nonprofit corporation, it is established under and in com
pliance with chapter 317A.

Subd. 4. Applications. An eligible recipient may apply to the commissioner, or to a 
nonprofit agency designated by the commissioner, for a grant to initiate, maintain, or expand 
a program providing transitional housing and'support services for persons in need of transi
tional housing The application must include:

(1) a proposal for the provision of transitional housing and support services, including 
program objectives, availability of adequate funding, appropriateness of the proposed pro
gram for the population to be served, and how the program will help individuals to move into 
permanent housing;

(2) a proposed budget; 1
(3) a plan for collection of required data and the method to be used for program evalua

tion; and
(4) evidence of the participation in the development of the application of any agency or 

governmental body that will provide essential services or assistance to the program.
Subd. 5 Criteria for grant awards. Criteria for the award of grants must include:
(1) evidence that the application meets all program requirements;
(2) evidence of the need of the applicant for state assistance and of the'need for the par

ticular program;
(3) indication of long-range plans for future funding if the need continues to exist for 

the service; and
(4) assurance that grants are awarded to as wide a variety of programs as possible, with 

emphasis on programs that concentrate on long-term solutions to individual housing prob
lems.

Subd. 6. Programs designated. At least two programs funded must be located in the 
seven-county metropolitan area and at least one program must be located outside of the met
ropolitan area. The commissioner may fund programs designed primarily to serve families 
with children, single persons, and persons leaving a shelter for family abuse.

Subd. 7 Funding coordination. Grant recipients must combine funds awarded under 
this section with other funds from public and private sources

Subd. 8. Program information. In order to collect uniform data to better measure the 
nature and extent of the need for transitional housing, grant recipients must collect and make 
available to the commissioner the following information:

(1) the number of requests received fpr transitional housing, including the number of 
persons requiring assistance;

(2) the number of persons for whom services are provided, listed by age;
(3) reasons for seeking assistance,
(4) length of stay;
(5) reasons for leaving the housing program,

, (6) demand for support services; .
(7) follow-up information on status of persons assisted, including source of income and 

whether living independently, employed, or in treatment, unless the information is not avail
able, and
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(8) source of income on entering the program, prior residence, race, and sex of persons 
assisted.

Subd 9. Private data. Personal history information and other information collected, 
used, or maintained by a grant recipient from which the identity of any individual receiving 
services may be determined is private data on individuals, as defined in section 13.02, subdi
vision 12, and the grant recipient must maintain the data in accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 13.

Subd. 10. Licensing requirements not applicable. The requirements of sections 
245A.01 to 245A. 16 do not apply to transitional housing and support services funded under 
this section unless the commissioner of human services determines that the program is pri
marily a residential program within the meaning of section 245A.02, subdivision 14.

History: lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13; 1998 c 273 s 7

119A.44 FOODSHELF.
Subdivision 1. Distribution of appropriation. The commissioner must distribute 

funds appropriated to the commissioner by law for that purpose to the Minnesota Foodshelf 
Association, a statewide association of foodshelves organized as a nonprofit corporation as 
defined under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, to distribute to quali
fying foodshelves. A foodshelf qualifies under this section if:

(1) it is a nonprofit corporation, or is affiliated with a nonprofit corporation, as defined 
in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986;

(2) it distributes standard food orders without charge to needy individuals. The standard 
food order must consist of at least a two-day supply or six pounds per person of nutritionally 
balanced food items;

(3) it does not limit food distributions to individuals of a particular religious affiliation, 
race, or other criteria unrelated to need or to requirements necessary to administration of a 
fair and orderly distribution system;

(4) it does not use the money received or the food distribution program to foster or ad
vance religious or political views; and

(5) it has a stable address and directly serves individuals.
Subd. 2. Application. In order to receive money appropriated under this section, the 

Minnesota Foodshelf Association must apply to the commissioner. The application must be 
in a form prescribed by the commissioner and must indicate the proportion of money each 
qualifying foodshelf shall receive. Applications must be filed at the times and for the periods 
determined by the commissioner.

Subd. 3 Distribution formula. The Minnesota Foodshelf Association must distribute 
money distributed to it by the department to foodshelf programs in proportion to the number 
of individuals served by each foodshelf program. The commissioner must gather data from 
the Minnesota Foodshelf Association or other appropriate sources to determine the propor
tionate amount each qualifying foodshelf program is entitled to receive. The commissioner 
may increase or decrease the qualifying foodshelf program’s proportionate amount if the 
commissioner determines the increase or decrease is necessary or appropriate to meet chang
ing needs or demands.

Subd. 4. Use of money. At least 96 percent of the money distributed to the Minnesota 
Foodshelf Association under this section must'be distributed to foodshelf programs to pur
chase, transport, and coordinate the distribution of nutritious food to needy individuals and 
families. No more than four percent of the money may be expended for other expenses, such 
as rent, salaries, and other administrative expenses of the Minnesota Foodshelf Association.

Subd. 5 Enforcement. The Minnesota Foodshelf Association must retain records doc
umenting expenditure of the money and comply with any additional requirements imposed 
by the commissioner. The commissioner may require the Minnesota Foodshelf Association 
to report on its use of the funds. The commissioner may require that the report contain an 
independent audit. If ineligible expenditures are made by the Minnesota Foodshelf Associa
tion, the ineligible amount must be repaid to the commissioner and deposited in the general 
fund.
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Subd. 6. Administrative expenses. All funds appropriated under this section must be 
distributed to the Minnesota Foodshelf Association as provided under this section with de
duction by the commissioner for administrative expenses limited, to 1.8 percent

History: 1998 c 273 s 8

EARLY CHILDHOOD FACILITIES 

119A.45 EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING AND CHILD PROTECTION FACILI
TIES.

The commissioner may make grants to state agencies and political subdivisions to 
construct or rehabilitate facilities for Head Start, early childhood and family education pro
grams, other early childhood intervention programs, or demonstration family service centers 
housing multiagency collaboratives, with priority to centers in counties or municipalities 
with the highest number of children living in poverty. The commissioner may also make 
grants to state agencies and political subdivisions to construct or rehabilitate facilities for cri
sis nurseries or child visitation centers. The facilities must be owned by the state or a political 
subdivision, but may be leased under section 16A.695 to organizations that operate the pro
grams. The commissioner must prescribe the terms and conditions of the leases. A grant for 
an individual facility must not exceed $200,000 for each program that is housed in the facil
ity, up to a maximum of $500,000 for a facility that houses three programs or more. The com
missioner must give priority to grants that involve collaboration among sponsors of pro
grams under this section. At least 25 percent of the amounts appropriated for these grants 
must be used m conjunction with the youth employment and training programs operated by 
the commissioner of economic security. Eligible programs must consult with appropriate la
bor organizations to deliver education and training.

History: 1998 c 273 s9

LEAD ABATEMENT PROGRAM 

119A.46 LEAD ABATEMENT PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. Definitions, (a) The definitions in section 144.9501 and m this subdivi

sion apply to this section.
(b) “Eligible organization” means a lead contractor, city, board of health, community 

health department, community action agency as defined in section 119A 374, or community 
development corporation.

(c) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of children, families, and learning, or the 
commissioner of the Minnesota housing finance agency as authorized by section 462A.05, 
subdivision 15c.

Subd. 2. Grants; administration. Within the limits of the available appropriation, the 
commissioner must develop a swab team services program which may make demonstration 
and training grants to eligible organizations to tram workers to provide swab team services 
and swab team services for residential property Grants may be awarded to nonprofit orga
nizations to provide technical assistance and training to ensure quality and consistency with
in the statewide program. Grants must be awarded to help ensure full-time employment to 
workers providing swab team services and must be awarded for a two-year period.

Grants awarded under this section must be made in consultation with the commission
ers of the department of health and the housing finance agency, and representatives of neigh
borhood groups from areas at high risk for toxic lead exposure, a labor organization, the lead 
coalition, community action agencies, and the legal aid society. The consulting team must 
review grant applications and recommend awards to eligible organizations that meet require
ments for receiving a grant under this section.

Subd 3. Applicants, (a) Interested eligible organizations may apply to the commis
sioner for grants under this section. Two or more eligible organizations may jointly apply for 
a grant Priority shall be given to community action agencies in greater Minnesota and to ei
ther community action agencies or neighborhood based nonprofit organizations in cities of
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the first class Of the total annual appropriation, 12.5 percent may be used for administrative 
purposes. The commissioner may deviate from this percentage if a grantee can justify the 
need for a larger administrative allowance. Of this amount, up to five percent may be used by 
the commissioner for state administrative purposes Applications must provide information 
requested by the commissioner, including at least the information required to assess the fac
tors listed in paragraph (d).

(b) The commissioner must coordinate with the commissioner of health who must con
sult with boards of health to provide swab team services for purposes of secondary preven
tion. The priority for swab teams created by grants to eligible organizations under this section 
must be work assigned by the commissioner of health, or by a board of health if so designated 
by the commissioner of health, to provide secondary prevention swab team services to fulfill 
the requirements of section 144.9504, subdivision 6, in response to a lead order.' Swab teams 
assigned work under this section by the commissioner, that are not engaged daily in fulfilling 
the requirements of section 144.9504, subdivision 6, must deliver swab team services in re
sponse to elevated blood lead levels as defined in section 144.9501, subdivision 9, where 
lead orders were not issued, and for purposes of primary prevention m census tracts known to 
be in areas at high risk for toxic lead exposure as described in section 144.9503, subdivision
2 .

(c) Any additional money must be used for grants to establish swab teams for primary 
prevention under section 144.9503, m census.tracts in areas at high risk for toxic lead expo
sure as determined under section 144.9503, subdivision 2.

(d) In evaluating grant applications, the commissioner must consider the following cri
teria:

(1) the use of lead contractors and lead workers for residential swab team services;
(2) the participation of neighborhood groups and individuals, as swab team workers, in 

areas at high risk for toxic lead exposure;
(3) plans for the provision of swab team services for primary and secondary prevention 

as required under subdivision 4;
(4) plans for supervision, training, career development, and postprogram placement of 

swab team members;
(5) plans for resident and property owner education on lead safety;
(6) plans for distributing cleaning supplies to area residents and educating residents and 

property owners on cleaning techniques;
(7) sources of other funding and cost estimates for training, lead inspections, swab team 

services, equipment, monitoring, testing, and administration;
(8) measures of program effectiveness;
(9) coordination of program activities with other federal, state, and local public health, 

j ob training, apprenticeship, and housing renovation programs including the emergency j obs 
program under sections 268.672 to 268.881; and

(10) prior experience in providing swab team services.
Subd. 4. Lead contractors, (a) Eligible organizations and lead contractors may partici

pate in the swab team program. An eligible organization receiving a grant under this section 
must assure that all participating lead contractors are licensed and that all swab team workers 
are certified by the department of health under section 144.9505. Eligible organizations and 
lead contractors may distinguish between interior and exterior services in assigning duties 
and may participate in the program by:

(1) providing on-the-job training for swab team workers;
(2) providing swab team services to meet the requirements of sections 144.9503, subdi

vision 4, and 144.9504, subdivision 6;
(3) providing a removal and replacement component using skilled craft workers under 

subdivision 7;
(4) providing lead testing according to subdivision 8;
(5) providing lead dust cleaning supplies, as described in section 144.9503, subdivision 

5, paragraph (b), to residents; or
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(6) having a swab team worker instruct residents and property owners on appropnate 
lead control techniques, including the lead-safe directives developed by the commissioner 
of health

(b) Participating lead contractors must:
(1) demonstrate proof of workers’ compensation and general liability insurance cover

age;
(2) be knowledgeable about lead abatement requirements established by the Depart

ment of Housing and Urban Development and the Occupational Safety and Health Adminis
tration and lead hazard reduction requirements and lead-safe directives of the commissioner 
of health;

(3) demonstrate experience with on-the-job training programs;
(4) demonstrate an ability to recruit employees from areas at high risk for toxic lead ex

posure; and
, (5) demonstrate experience in working with low-income clients.

- S ubd 5. Swab team workers. Each worker engaged m swab team services established 
under this section must have blood lead concentrations below 15 micrograms of lead per 
deciliter of whole blood as determined by a baseline blood lead screening. Any organization 
receiving a grant under this section is responsible for lead screening and must assure that all 
swab team workers meet the standards established m this subdivision. Grantees must use ap
propriate workplace procedures including following the lead-safe directives developed by 
the commissioner of health to reduce risk of elevated blood lead levels. Grantees and partici
pating contractors must report all employee blood lead levels that exceed 15 micrograms of 
lead per deciliter of whole blood to the commissioner of health.

Subd. 6. On-the-job training component, (a) Programs established under this section 
must provide on-the-job training for swab team workers. Training methods must follow 
procedures established under section 144.9506.

(b) Swab team workers must receive monetary compensation equal to the prevailing 
wage as defined in section 177.42, subdivision 6, for comparable jobs in the licensed contrac
tor’s principal busmess.

Subd. 7. Removal and replacement component, (a) Within the limits of the available 
appropriation and if a need is identified by a lead inspector, the commissioner may establish a 
component for removal and replacement of deteriorated paint in residential properties ac
cording to the following criteria:

(1) components within a residence must have both deteriorated lead-based paint and 
substrate damage beyond repair or rotting wooden framework to be eligible for removal and 
replacement;

(2) all removal and replacement must be done using least-cost methods and following 
lead-safe directives;

(3) whenever windows and doors or other components covered with deteriorated lead- 
based paint have sound substrate or are not rotting, those components should be repaired, 
sent out for stripping, planed down to remove deteriorated lead-based paint, or covered with 
protective guards instead of being replaced, provided that such an activity is the least-cost 
method of providing the fewab team service;

(4) removal and replacement or repair must be done by lead contractors using skilled 
craft workers or trained swab team members; and

(5) all craft work that requires a state license must be supervised by a person with’a state 
license in the craft work being supervised. The grant recipient may contract for this supervi
sion.

(b) The program design must:
(1) identify the need for on-the-job training of swab team workers to be removal and 

replacement workers; and
(2) describe plans to involve appropnate groups in designing methods to meet the need 

for training swab team workers
Subd. 8. Testing and evaluation, (a) Testing of the environment is not necessary by 

swab teams whose work is assigned by the commissioner of health or a designated board of
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health under section 144.9504. The commissioner of health or designated board of health 
must share the analytical testing data collected on each residence for purposes of secondary 
prevention under section 144.9504 with the swab team workers in order to provide construc
tive feedback on their work and to the commissioner for the purposes set forth in paragraph
(c).

(b) For purposes of primary prevention evaluation, the following samples must be col
lected: pretesting and posttesting of one noncarpeted floor dust lead sample and a notation of 
the extent and location of bare soil and of deteriorated lead-based paint. The analytical test
ing data collected on each residence for purposes of primary prevention under section 
144.9503 must be shared with the swab team workers in order to provide constructive feed
back on their work and to the commissioner for the purposes set forth in paragraph (c).

(c) The commissioner of health must establish a program in cooperation with the com
missioner to collect appropriate data as required under paragraphs (a) and (b), in order to con
duct an ongoing evaluation of swab team services for primary and secondary prevention. 
Within the limits of available appropriations, the commissioner of health must conduct or 
contract with the commissioner, on up to 1,000 residences which have received primary or 
secondary prevention swab team services, a postremediation evaluation, on at least a quarter
ly basis for a period of at least two years for each residence. The evaluation must note the 
condition of the paint within the residence, the extent of bare soil on the grounds, and collect 
and analyze one noncarpeted floor dust lead sample. The data collected must be evaluated to 
determine the efficacy of providing swab team services as a method of reducing lead expo
sure in young children. In evaluating this data, the commissioner of health must consider city 
size, community location, historic traffic flow, soil lead level of the property by area or cen
sus tract, distance to industrial point sources that emit lead, season of the year, age of the 
housing, age and number of children living at the residence, the presence of pets that move in 
and out of the residence, and other relevant factors as the commissioner of health may deter
mine. This evaluation of the swab team program may be paid from amounts appropriated to 
the department of economic security for providing swab team services.

Subd. 9. Program benefits. As a condition of providing swab team services under this 
section, an organization may require a property owner to not increase rents on a property 
solely as a result of a substantial improvement made with public funds under the programs in 
this section.

Subd. 10. Requirements of organizations receiving grants. An eligible organization 
that is awarded a training and demonstration grant under this section must prepare and sub
mit a quarterly progress report to the commissioner beginning three months after receipt of 
the grant.

History: lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13; 1998 c 273 s 10

HEAD START PROGRAM 

119A.50 HEAD START PROGRAM.
The department of children, families, and learning is the state agency responsible for 

administering the Head Start program. The commissioner of children, families, and learning 
may make grants to public or private nonprofit agencies for the purpose of providing supple
mental funds for the federal Head Start program.

History: 1989 c 282 art 2 s 171; 1994 c 483 s 1; lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13; 1997 c 
1 6 2 a r t'ls8

119A.51 DEFINITIONS.
Subdivision 1 Scope. As used in sections 119A.52 to 119A.54, the terms defined in this 

section have the meanings given them.
Subd. 2. Program account 20. “Program account 20” means the federally designated 

and funded account for training and technical assistance activities.
Subd. 3. Program account 22. “Program account 22” means the federally designated 

and funded account for basic services.
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Subd. 4 Program account 25. “Program account 25” means the federally designated 
and funded account for parent child centers

; Subd. 5. Start-up costs. “Start-up costs” means one-time costs incurred in expanding 
services to additional children

History: 1989 c 282 art 2 s 172; 1SP1995 c 3 art 16 s 13, 1997 c 162 art 1 s 9,10

119A.52 DISTRIBUTION OF APPROPRIATION.
t (a) The commissioner of children, families, and learning must distribute money appro

priated for that purpose to Head Start program grantees to expand services and to serve addi
tional low-income children. Money must be allocated to each project Head Start grantee in 
existence on the effective date of Laws 1989, chapter 282. Migrant and Indian reservation 
grantees must be initially allocated money based on the grantees ’ share of federal funds The 
remaining money must be initially allocated to the remaining local agencies based equally on 
the agencies ’ share of federal funds and on the proportion of eligible children in the agencies ’ 
service area who are not currently being served. A Head Start grantee must be funded at a per 
child rate equal to its contracted, federally funded base level for program accounts 20, 22, 
and 25 at the start of the fiscal year. In allocating funds under this paragraph, the commission
er of children, families, and learning must assure that each Head Start grantee is allocated no 
less funding m any fiscal year than was allocated to that grantee in fiscal year 1993. The com
missioner may provide additional funding to grantees for start-up costs incurred by grantees 
due to the increased number of children to be served Before paying money to the grantees, 
the commissioner must notify each grantee of its initial allocation, how the money must be 
used, and the number of low-income children that must be served with the allocation Each 
grantee must notify the commissioner of the number of low-income children it will be able to 
serve For any grantee that cannot utilize its full allocation, the commissioner must reduce 
the allocation proportionately. Money available after the initial allocations are reduced must 
be redistributed to eligible grantees

(b) Up to 11 percent of the funds appropriated annually may be used to provide grants to 
local Head Start agencies to provide funds for innovative programs designed either to target 
Head Start resources to particular at-risk groups of children or to provide services m addition 
to those currently allowable under federal Head Start regulations. The commissioner must 
award funds for innovative programs under this paragraph on a competitive basis.

History: 1989 c 282 art 2 s 173; 1991 c 292 art 3 s 34; 1993 c 369 s 89; 1994 c 483 
s 1; lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13; 1997 c 162 art 1 s 11

II9A.53 FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS.
Grantees and the commissioner of children, families, and learning shall comply with 

federal regulations governing the federal head start program, except for innovative programs 
funded under section 119A.52, paragraph (b), which may operate differently than federal 
head start regulations, and except that when a state statute or regulation conflicts with a fed
eral statute or regulation, the state statute or regulation prevails.

■ History: 1989 c 282 art 2 s 174, lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13

119A.54 REPORTS.
Each grantee shall submit an annual report to the commissioner of children, families, 

and learning on the format designated by the commissioner, including program information 
report data. By January 1 of each year, the commissioner shall prepare an annual report to the 
health and human services committee of the house of representatives and the family services 
committee of the senate concerning the uses and impact of head start supplemental funding, 
including a summary of innovative programs and the results of innovative programs and an 
evaluation of the coordination of head start programs with employment and training services 
provided to AFDC and MFIP-S recipients.

History: 1989 c 282 a rt2 s 175; 1993 c4  s 31; LSpl995 c 3 art 1 6 s 13; 1997c 85
art 4 s 33
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