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CHAPTER 393 

LOCAL SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY 

393.07 Powers and duties. 

393.07 POWERS AND DUTIES. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 2. Administration of public welfare. The local social services agency, subject to 
the supervision of the commissioner of human services, shall administer all forms of public 
welfare, both for children and adults, responsibility for which now or hereafter may be im
posed on the commissioner of human services by law, including general assistance, aid to 
dependent children, county supplementation, if any, or state aid to recipients of supplemental 
security income for aged, blind and disabled, child welfare services, mental health services, 
and other public assistance or public welfare services, provided that the local social services 
agency shall not employ public health nursing or home health service personnel other than 
homemaker-home help aides, but shall contract for or purchase the necessary services from 
existing community agencies. The duties of the local social services agency shall be per
formed in accordance with the standards and rules which may be promulgated by the com
missioner of human services to achieve the purposes intended by law and in order to comply 
with the requirements of the federal Social Security Act in respect to public assistance and 
child welfare services, so that the state may qualify for grants-in-aid available under that act. 
To avoid administrative penalties under section 256.017, the local social services agency 
must comply with (1) policies established by state law and (2) instructions from the commis
sioner relating (i) to public assistance program policies consistent with federal law and regu
lation and state law and rule and (ii) to local agency program operations. The commissioner 
may enforce local social services agency compliance with the instructions, and may delay, 
withhold, or deny payment of all or part of the state and federal share of benefits and federal 
administrative reimbursement, according to the provisions under section 256.017. The local 
social services agency shall supervise wards of the commissioner and, when so designated, 
act as agent of the commissioner of human services in the placement of the commissioner's 
wards in adoptive homes or in other foster care facilities. The local social services agency 
shall cooperate as needed when the commissioner contracts with a licensed child placement 
agency for adoption services for a child under the commissioner's guardianship. The local 
social services agency may contract with a bank or other financial institution to provide ser
vices associated with the processing of public assistance checks and pay a service fee for 
these services, provided the fee charged does not exceed the fee charged to other customers 
of the institution for similar services. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 5, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 6. Purchase of equipment to aid welfare recipients. Every local social services 
agency authorizing braces, crutches, trusses, wheel chairs and hearing aids for use by recipi
ents of supplemental security income for the aged, blind and disabled, aid to families with 
dependent children or Minnesota family investment program-statewide and relief shall se
cure such devices at the lowest cost obtainable conducive to the well being of the recipient 
and fix the recipient's grant in an amount to cover the cost of the device providing it will be 
purchased at the lowest cost obtainable, or may make payment for the device directly to the 
vendor. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 9, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 10. Federal food stamp program and the Maternal and Child Nutrition Act. 
(a) The local social services agency shall establish and administer the food stamp program 
according to rules of the commissioner of human services, the supervision of the commis
sioner as specified in section 256.01, and all federal laws and regulations. The commissioner 
of human services shall monitor food stamp program delivery on an ongoing basis to ensure 
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that each county complies with federal laws and regulations. Program requirements to be 
monitored include, but are not limited to, number of applications, number of approvals, num
ber of cases pending, length of time required to process each application and deliver benefits, 
number of applicants eligible for expedited issuance, length of time required to process and 
deliver expedited issuance, number of terminations and reasons for terminations, client pro
files by age, household composition and income level and sources, and the use of phone certi
fication and home visits. The commissioner shall determine the county-by-county and sta
tewide participation rate. 

(b) On July 1 of each year, the commissioner of human services shall determine a state
wide and county-by-county food stamp program participation rate. The commissioner may 
designate a different agency to administer the food stamp program in a county if the agency 
administering the program fails to increase the food stamp program participation rate among 
families or eligible individuals, or comply with all federal laws and regulations governing 
the food stamp program. The commissioner shall review agency performance annually to 
determine compliance with this paragraph. 

(c) A person who commits any of the following acts has violated section 256.98 or 
609.821, or both, and is subject to both the criminal and civil penalties provided under those 
sections: 

(1) obtains or attempts to obtain, or aids or abets any person to obtain by means of a 
willful statement or misrepresentation, or intentional concealment of a material fact, food 
stamps or vouchers issued according to sections 145.891 to 145.897 to which the person is 
not entitled or in an amount greater than that to which that person is entitled or which specify 
nutritional supplements to which that person is not entitled; or 

(2) presents or causes to be presented, coupons or vouchers issued according to sections 
145.891 to 145.897 for payment or redemption knowing them to have been received, trans
ferred or used in a manner contrary to existing state or federal law; or 

(3) willfully uses, possesses, or transfers food stamp coupons, authorization to purchase 
cards or vouchers issued according to sections 145.891 to 145.897 in any manner contrary to 
existing state or federal law, rules, or regulations; or 

(4) buys or sells food stamp coupons, authorization to purchase cards, other assistance 
transaction devices, vouchers issued according to sections 145.891 to 145.897, or any food 
obtained through the redemption of vouchers issued according to sections 145.891 to 
145.897 for cash or consideration other than eligible food. 

(d) A peace officer or welfare fraud investigator may confiscate food stamps, authoriza
tion to purchase cards, or other assistance transaction devices found in the possession of any 
person who is neither a recipient of the food stamp program nor otherwise authorized to pos
sess and use such materials. Confiscated property shall be disposed of as the commissioner 
may direct and consistent with state and federal food stamp law. The confiscated property 
must be retained for a period of not less than 30 days to allow any affected person to appeal 
the confiscation under section 256.045. 

(e) Food stamp overpayment claims which are due in whole or in part to client error 
shall be established by the county agency for a period of six years from the date of any resul
tant overpayment. 

(f) With regard to the federal tax revenue offset program only, recovery incentives au
thorized by the federal food and consumer service shall be retained at the rate of 50 percent by 
the state agency and 50 percent by the certifying county agency. 

(g) A peace officer, welfare fraud investigator, federal law enforcement official, or the 
commissioner of health may confiscate vouchers found in the possession of any person who 
is neither issued vouchers under sections 145.891 to 145.897, nor otherwise authorized to 
possess and use such vouchers. Confiscated property shall be disposed of as the commission
er of health may direct and consistent with state and federal law. The confiscated property 
must be retained for a period of not less than 30 days. 

[For text ofsubds 10a and 11, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997 c 85 art 4 s 35; art 5 s 26; 1997 c 203 art 5 s 22 
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