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CHAPTER 271 

TAX COURT 

271.01 Creation of tax court; jurisdiction. 271.10 Review by supreme court. 
271.06 Appeals from orders. 271.19 Costs and disbursements. 
271.08 Findings of fact; decision, entry of 

judgment. 

271.01 CREATION OF TAX COURT; JURISDICTION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4a, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. S. Jurisdiction. The tax court shall have statewide jurisdiction. Except for an ap­
peal to the supreme court or any other appeal allowed under this subdivision, the tax court 
shall be the sole, exclusive, and final authority for the hearing and determination of all ques­
tions of law and fact arising under the tax laws of the state, as defined in this subdivision, in 
those cases that have been appealed to the tax court and in any case that has been transferred 
by the district court to the tax court. The tax court shall have no jurisdiction in any case that 
does not arise under the tax laws of the state or in any criminal case or in any case determining 
or granting title to real property or in any case that is under the probate jurisdiction of the 
district court. The small claims division of the tax court shall have no jurisdiction in any case 
dealing with property valuation or assessment for property tax purposes until the taxpayer 
has appealed the valuation or assessment to the county board of equalization, and in those 
towns and cities which have not transferred their duties to the county, the town or city board 
of equalization, except for those taxpayers whose original assessments are determined by the 
commissioner of revenue. The tax court shall have no jurisdiction in any case involving an 
order of the state board of equalization unless a taxpayer contests the valuation of property. 
Laws governing taxes, aids, and related matters administered by the commissioner of reve­
nue, laws dealing with property valuation, assessment or taxation of property for property tax 
purposes, and any other laws that contain provisions authorizing review of taxes, aids, and 
related matters by the tax court shall be considered tax laws of this state subject to the juris­
diction of the tax court. This subdivision shall not be construed to prevent an appeal, as pro­
vided by law, to an administrative agency, board of equalization, review under section 
274.13, subdivision 1 c, or to the commissioner of revenue. Wherever used in this chapter, the 
term commissioner shall mean the commissioner of revenue, unless otherwise specified. 

History: 1997 c 231 art2s6 

271.06 APPEALS FROM ORDERS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 2. Time; notice; intervention. Except as otherwise provided by law, within 60 
days after notice of the making and filing of an order of the commissioner of revenue, the 
appellant, or the appellant's attorney, shall serve a notice of appeal upon the commissioner 
and file the original, with proof of such service, with the tax court administrator or with the 
court administrator of district court acting as court administrator of the tax court; provided, 
that the tax court, for cause shown, may by written order extend the time for appealing for an 
additional period not exceeding 30 days. The notice of appeal shall be in the form prescribed 
by the tax court. Within five days after receipt, the commissioner shall transmit a copy of the 
notice of appeal to the attorney general. The attorney general shall represent the commission­
er, if requested, upon all such appeals except in cases where the attorney general has appealed 
in behalf of the state, or in other cases where the attorney general deems it against the inter­
ests of the state to represent the commissioner, in which event the attorney general may inter­
vene or be substituted as an appellant in behalf of the state at any stage of the proceedings. 

Upon a final determination of any other matter over which the court is granted jurisdic­
tion under section 271.01, subdivision 5, the taxpayer or the taxpayer's attorney shall file a 
petition or notice of appeal as provided by law with the court administrator of district court, 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1997 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1997 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



271.06 TAX COURT 18 

acting in the capacity of court administrator of the tax court, with proof of service of the peti­
tion or notice of appeal as required by law and within the time required by law. As used in this 
subdivision, "final determination" includes a notice of assessment and equalization for the 
year in question received from the local assessor, an order of the local board of equalization, 
or an order of a county board of equalization. 

The tax court shall prescribe a filing system so that the notice of appeal or petition filed 
with the district court administrator acting as court administrator of the tax court is forwarded 
to the tax court administrator. In the case of an appeal or a petition concerning property valua­
tion for which the assessor, a local board of equalization, a county board of equalization or 
the commissioner of revenue has issued an order, the officer issuing the order shall be noti­
fied of the filing of the appeal. The notice of appeal or petition shall be in the form prescribed 
by the tax court. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 7, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997 c 84 art 6 s 14 

271.08 FINDINGS OF FACT; DECISION, ENTRY OF JUDGMENT. 
Subdivision 1. Written order. The tax court, except in small claims division, shall de­

termine every appeal by written order containing findings of fact and the decision of the tax 
court. A memorandum of the grounds of the decision shall be appended. Notice of the entry 
of the order and of the substance of the decision shall be mailed to all parties. A motion for 
rehearing, which includes a motion for amended findings of fact, conclusions of law, or a 
new trial, must be served by the moving party within 15 days after mailing of the notice by the 
court as specified in this subdivision, and the motion must be heard within 30 days thereafter, 
unless the time for hearing is extended by the court within the 30-day period for good cause 
shown. 

(For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1996] 

History: 1997 c 84 art 6 s 15 

271.10 REVIEW BY SUPREME COURT. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1996] 

Subd. 2. Service of writ. Within 60 days after notice of the making and filing of the 
order of the tax court, or the making and filing of an order on a motion for rehearing, which 
includes a motion for amended findings of fact, conclusions of law, or a new trial, the peti­
tioner for review shall obtain from the supreme court a writ of certiorari, and shall serve the 
same upon all other parties appearing in the proceedings before the tax court, and shall file 
the original, with proof of such service, with the court administrator of the tax court. Every 
petitioner, except the attorney general, the commissioner of revenue, the state and its politi­
cal subdivisions, shall also pay to the court administrator the fee prescribed by rule 103.01 of 
the rules of civil appellate procedure which shall be disposed of in the manner provided by 
that rule, and file a bond or make a deposit in like manner and amount as in case of an appeal 
from the district court. The fee shall be disposed of as in such case. Return upon the writ shall 
be made to the supreme court and the matter shall be heard and determined by the court as in 
other certiorari cases, subject to the provisions hereof and to such rules as the court may pre­
scribe for cases arising hereunder. 

History: 1997 c 84 art 6 s 16 

271.19 COSTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 
Upon the determination of any appeal under this chapter before the tax court, or of any 

review hereunder by the supreme court, the costs and disbursements shall be taxed and al­
lowed in favor of the prevailing party and against the losing party as in civil actions or, if there 
has been an offer of judgment or settlement by a party prior to ten days before the court hears 
the appeal, pursuant to Minnesota Rules of Civil Procedure, rule 68. In any case where a per-
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son liable for a tax or other obligation has lost an appeal or review instituted by the person, 
and the tax court or court shall determine that the person instituted the same merely for the 
purposes of delay, or that the taxpayer's position in the proceedings is frivolous, additional 
costs, commensurate with the expense incurred and services performed by the agencies of 
the state in connection with the appeal, but not exceeding $5,000 in any case, may be allowed 
against the taxpayer, in the discretion of the tax court or court. Costs and disbursements al­
lowed against any such person shall be added to the tax or other obligation determined to be 
due, and shall be payable therewith. To the extent described in section 15.471, where an 
award of costs and attorney fees is authorized under section 15.472, the costs and fees shall be 
allowed against the state, including expenses incurred by the taxpayer to administratively 
protest or appeal to the department of revenue the order, decision, or report of the commis­
sioner that is the subject of the tax court proceedings. Costs and disbursements allowed 
against the state or other public agencies shall be paid out of funds received from taxes or 
other obligations of the kind involved in the proceeding, or other funds of the agency con­
cerned appropriated and available therefor. Witnesses in proceedings under this chapter shall 
receive like fees as in the district court, to be paid in the first instance by the parties by whom 
the witnesses were called, and to be taxed and allowed as herein provided. 

History: 7997 c 231 art 16 s 7 
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