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CHAPTER 204C
ELECTION DAY ACTIVITIES

204C.08  Opening of polling places. 204C.32  Canvass of state primaries.
204C.15  Assistance to voters. 204C.33  Canvass of state general elections.
204C.31  Canvassing boards; membership.

204C.08 OPENING OF POLLING PLACES.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1996]

Subd. 2a. Sample ballots. A sample ballot must be posted in a conspicuous location in
the polling place. The sample ballot must accurately reflect the offices, candidates, and rota-
tion sequence on the ballots used in that polling place.

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S.1996]
History: 1997 ¢ 147 s 37

204C.15 ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS.

Subdivision 1. Interpreters; physical assistance in marking ballots. A voter who
claims a need for assistance because of inability to read English or physical inability to mark
aballot may obtain the aid of two election judges who are members of different major politi-
cal parties. The election judges shall mark the ballots as directed by the voter and in as secreta
manner as circumstances permit. If the voter is deaf or cannot speak English or understand it
when it is spoken, the election judges may select two individuals who are members of differ-
ent major political parties to act as interpreters. The interpreters shall assist the individual in
marking the ballots. A voter in need of assistance may alternatively obtain the assistance of
any individual the voter chooses. Only the following persons may not provide assistance to a
voter: the voter’s employer, an agent of the voter’s employer, an officer or agent of the voter’s
union, or a candidate for election. The person who assists the voter shall, unaccompanied by
an election judge, retire with that voter to a booth and mark the ballot as directed by the voter.
No person who assists another voter as provided in the preceding sentence shall mark the
ballots of more than three voters at one election. Before the ballots are deposited, the voter
may show them privately to an election judge to ascertain that they are marked as the voter
directed. An election judge or other individual assisting a voter shall not in any manner re-
quest, persuade, induce, or attempt to persuade or induce the voter to vote for any particular
political party or candidate. The election judges or other individuals who assist the voter shall
not reveal to anyone the name of any candidate for whom the voter has voted or anything that
took place while assisting the voter.

[For text of subds 2 to 3, see M.S.1996]
History: 1997 c 147 s 38

204C.31 CANVASSING BOARDS; MEMBERSHIP.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1996]

Subd. 2. State canvassing board. The state canvassing board shall consist of the secre-
tary of state, two judges of the supreme court, and two judges of the district court selected by
the secretary of state. None of the judges shall be a candidate at the election. If a judge fails to
appear at the meeting of the canvassing board, the secretary of state shall fill the vacancy in
membership by selecting another judge who is not a candidate at the election. Not more than
two judges of the supreme court shall serve on the canvassing board at one time.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1996]

History: 1997 ¢ 147 5 39
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204C.32 CANVASS OF STATE PRIMARIES.

Subdivision 1. County canvass. The county canvassing board shall meet at the county
auditor’s office on or before the third day following the state primary. After taking the oath of
office, the canvassing board shall publicly canvass the election returns delivered to the
county auditor. The board shall complete the canvass no later than the third day following the
state primary and shall promptly prepare and file with the county auditor a report that states:

(a) The number of individuals voting at the election in the county, and in each precinct;

(b) The number of individuals registering to vote on election day and the number of in-
dividuals registered before election day in each precinct;

(c) For each major political party, the names of the candidates running for each partisan
office and the number of votes received by each candidate in the county and in each precinct;

(d) The names of the candidates of each major political party who are nominated; and

(e) The number of votes received by each of the candidates for nonpartisan office in
each precinct in the county and the names of the candidates nominated for nonpartisan office.

Upon completion of the canvass, the county auditor shall mail or deliver a notice of
nomination to each nominee voted for only in that county. The county auditor shall transmit
one of the certified copies of the county canvassing board report for state and federal offices
to the secretary of state by express mail or similar service immediately upon conclusion of
the county canvass.

Subd. 2. State canvass. The state canvassing board shall meet at the secretary of state’s
office seven days after the state primary to canvass the certified copies of the county canvas-
sing board reports received from the county auditors. Immediately after the canvassing board
declares the results, the secretary of state shall certify the names of the nominees to the
county auditors. The secretary of state shall mail to each nominee a notice of nomination.

History: 1997 c 147 s 40

204C.33 CANVASS OF STATE GENERAL ELECTIONS.

Subdivision 1. County canvass. The county canvassing board shall meet at the county
auditor’s office on or before the seventh day following the state general election. After taking
the oath of office, the board shall promptly and publicly canvass the general election returns
delivered to the county auditor. Upon completion of the canvass, the board shall promptly
prepare and file with the county auditor a report which states:

(a) The number of individuals voting at the election in the county and in each precinct;

(b) The number of individuals registering to vote on election day and the number of in-
dividuals registered before election day in each precinct;

(c) The names of the candidates for each office and the number of votes received by each
candidate in the county and in each precinct;

(d) The number of votes counted for and against a proposed change of county lines or
county seat; and

(e) The number of votes counted for and against a constitutional amendment or other
question in the county and in each precinct.

The result of write—in votes cast on the general election ballots must be compiled by the
county auditor before the county canvass. The county auditor shall arrange for each munici-
pality to provide an adequate number of election judges to perform this duty or the county
auditor may appoint additional election judges for this purpose. The county auditor may
open the envelopes or containers in which the voted ballots have been sealed in order to count
and record the write—in votes and must reseal the voted ballots at the conclusion of this pro-
cess.

Upon completion of the canvass, the county canvassing board shall declare the candi-
date duly elected who received the highest number of votes for each county and state office
voted for only within the county. The county auditor shall transmit one of the certified copies
of the county canvassing board report for state and federal offices to the secretary of state by
express mail or similar service immediately upon conclusion of the county canvass.
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[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1996]
History: 1997 ¢ 147 s 41
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