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119B.01 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Scope. For the purposes of sections 119B.01 to 119B.19, the following
terms have the meanings given.

Subd. 2. Applicant. “Child care fund applicants” means all parents, stepparents, legal
guardians, or eligible relative caretakers who reside in the household that applies for child
care assistance under the child care fund.

Subd. 3. Child care services. “Child care services” means child care provided in family
day care homes, group day care homes, nursery schools, day nurseries, child day care cen-
ters, head start, and extended day school age child care programs in or out of the child’s
home.

Subd. 4. Child. “Child” means a person 12 years old or younger, or a person age 13 or 14
who is handicapped, as defined in section 120.03.

Subd 5. Commissioner. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of children, fami-
lies, and learning.

Subd. 6. Child care. “Child care” means the care of a child by someone other than a
parent or legal guardian in or outside the child’s own home for gain or otherwise, on a regular
basis, for any part of a 24-hour day.

Subd. 7. County board. “County board” means the board of county commissioners in
each county.

Subd. 8. Education program. “Education program” means remedial or basic educa-
tion or English as a second language instruction, a program leading to a general equivalency
or high school diploma, post—secondary programs excluding postbaccalaureate programs,
and other education and training needs as documented in an employability plan that is devel-
oped by an employment and training service provider certified by the commissioner of eco-
nomic security or an individual designated by the county to provide employment and training
services. The employability plan must outline education and training needs of a recipient,

- meet state requirements for employability plans, meet the requirements of Minnesota Rules,
parts 9565.5000 to 9565.5200, and meet the requirements of programs that provide federal
reimbursement for child care services.

Subd. 9. Employment program. “Employment program” means employment of re-
cipients financially eligible for child care assistance, preemployment activities, or other ac-
tivities approved in an employability plan that is developed by an employment and training
service provider certified by the commissioner of economic security or an individual desig-
nated by the county to provide employment and training services. The plans must meet the
requirements of Minnesota Rules, parts 9565.5000 to 9565.5200, and other programs that
provide federal reimbursement for child care services.

Subd. 10. Family. “Family” means parents, stepparents, guardians and their spouses, or
other eligible relative caretakers and their spouses, and their blood related dependent chil-
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dren and adoptive siblings under the age of 18 years living in the same home including chil-
dren temporarily absent from the household in settings such as schools, foster care, and resi-
dential treatment facilities. When a minor parent or parents and his, her, or their child or chil-
dren are living with other relatives, and the minor parent or parents apply for a child care
subsidy, “family” means only the minor parent or parents and the child or children. An adult
may be considered a dependent member of the family unit if SO percent of the adult’s support
is being provided by the parents, stepparents, guardians and their spouses, or eligible relative
caretakers and their spouses, residing in the same household. An adult age 18 who is a full-
time high school student and can reasonably be expected to graduate before age 19 may be
considered a dependent member of the family unit.

Subd. 11. Human services board. “Human services board” means a board established
under section 402.02, Laws 1974, chapter 293, or Laws 1976, chapter 340.

Subd. 12. Income. “Income” means earned or unearned income received by all family
members 16 years or older, including public assistance benefits, unless specifically ex-
cluded. The following are excluded from income: scholarships, work—study income, and
grants that cover costs for tuition, fees, books, and educational supplies; student loans for
tuition, fees, books, supplies, and living expenses; earned income tax credits; in—kind in-
come such as food stamps, energy assistance, medical assistance, and housing subsidies; in-
come from summer or part-time employment of 16—, 17—, and 18-year—old full-time secon-
dary school students; grant awards under the family subsidy program; and nonrecurring
lump sum income only to the extent that it is earmarked and used for the purpose for which it
is paid.

Subd. 13. Provider. “Provider” means a child care license holder who operates a family
day care home, a group family day care home, a day care center, a nursery school, a day nurs-
ery, an extended day school age child care program, a legal nonlicensed extended day school
age child care program which operates under the auspices of a local school board that has
adopted school age child care standards which meet or exceed standards recommended by
the state department of children, families, and learning, or a legal nonlicensed caregiver who
is at least 18 years of age, and who is not a member of the AFDC assistance unit.

Subd. 14. Post—secondary educational systems. “Post—secondary educational sys-
tems” means the University of Minnesota board of regents and the board of trustees of the
Minnesota state colleges and universities.

Subd. 15. AFDC. “AFDC” means aid to families with dependent children.

Subd. 16. Transition year families. “Transition year families” means families who
lose eligibility for AFDC due to increased hours of employment, increased income from em-
ployment, or the loss of income disregards due to time limitations, as provided under Public
Law Number 100-485.

Subd. 17. Child care fund. “Child care fund” means a program providing:

(1) financial assistance for child care to parents engaged in employment or education
and training leading to employment; and

(2) grants to develop, expand, and improve the access and availability of child care ser-
vices statewide.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 9 s 72; 1987 c 403 art 3 s 59; 1988 ¢ 689 art 2 5 223;
1989 c 282 art 2 s 135-140; 1990 ¢ 375 s 3; 1990 c 568 art 4 s 34-38; 1992 c 513 art8 s
26,27; 1994 c 483 s 1; 1995 c 207 art 4 s 22,23; 1Sp1995c 3 art 16 s 13; 1996 c 395 5
18

119B.02 DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER.

The commissioner shall develop standards for county and human services boards to
provide child care services to enable eligible families to participate in employment, training,
or education programs. Within the limits of available appropriations, the commissioner shall
distribute money to counties to reduce the costs of child care for eligible families. The com-
missioner shall adopt rules to govern the program in accordance with this section. The rules
must establish a sliding schedule of fees for parents receiving child care services. The rules
shall provide that funds received as a lump sum payment of child support arrearages shall not
be counted as income to a family in the month received but shall be prorated over the 12
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months following receipt and added to the family income during those months. In the rules
adopted under this section, county and human services boards shall be authorized to establish
policies for payment of child care spaces for absent children, when the payment is required
by the child’s regular provider. The rules shall not set a maximum number of days for which
absence payments can be made, but instead shall direct the county agency to set limits and
pay for absences according to the prevailing market practice in the county. County policies
for payment of absences shall be subject to the approval of the commissioner. The commis-
sioner shall maximize the use of federal money in section 256.736 and other programs that
provide federal reimbursement for child care services for recipients of aid to families with
dependent children who are in education, training, job search, or other activities allowed un-
der those programs. Money appropriated under this section must be coordinated with the
programs that provide federal reimbursement for child care services to accomplish this pur-
pose. Federal reimbursement obtained must be allocated to the county that spent money for
child care that is federally reimbursable under programs that provide federal reimbursement
for child care services. The counties shall use the federal money to expand child care ser-
vices. The commissioner may adopt rules under chapter 14 to implement and coordinate fed-
eral program requirements.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 9 s 72; 1987 c 403 art 2 s 146; art 3 s 60; 1989 c 282 art
25141;1990c432s1; 1991 c292 art 55 52; 1995 c 207 art 4 s 24; 1995c 257 art 1 s
17

119B.03 BASIC SLIDING FEE PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Allocation period; notice of allocation. When the commissioner noti-
fies county and human service boards of the forms and instructions they are to follow in the
development of their biennial community social services plans required under section
256E.08, the commissioner shall also notify county and human services boards of their esti-
mated child care fund program allocation for the two years covered by the plan. By October 1
of each year, the commissioner shall notify all counties of their final child care fund program
allocation.

Subd. 2. Waiting list. Each county that receives funds under this section must keep a
written record and report to the commissioner the number of eligible families who have ap-
plied for a child care subsidy or have requested child care assistance. Counties shall perform
a cursory determination of eligibility when a family requests information about child care
assistance. A family that appears to be eligible must be put on a waiting list if funds are not
immediately available. The waiting list must identify students in need of child care. When
money is available counties shall expedite the processing of student applications during key
enrollment periods.

Subd. 3. Eligible recipients. Families that meet the eligibility requirements under sec-
tions 119B.09, except AFDC recipients, MFIP recipients, and transition year families, and
119B.10 are eligible for child care assistance under the basic sliding fee program. Families
enrolled in the basic sliding fee program as of July 1, 1990, shall be continued until they are
no longer eligible. Counties shall make vendor payments to the child care provider or pay the
parent directly for eligible child care expenses on a reimbursement basis. Child care assis-
tance provided through the child care fund is considered assistance to the parent.

Subd. 4. Funding priority. (a) First priority for child care assistance under the basic
sliding fee program must be given to eligible non—AFDC families who do not have a high
school or general equivalency diploma or who need remedial and basic skill courses in order
to pursue employment or to pursue education leading to employment. Within this priority,
the following subpriorities must be used:

(1) child care needs of minor parents;

(2) child care needs of parents under 21 years of age; and

(3) child care needs of other parents within the priority group described in this para-
graph.

(b) Second priority must be given to parents who have completed their AFDC transition
year.
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Subd. 5. Review of use of funds; reallocation. After each quarter, the commissioner
shall review the use of basic sliding fee program allocations by county. The commissioner
may reallocate unexpended or unencumbered money among those counties who have ex-
pended their full allocation. Any unexpended money from the first year of the biennium may
be carried forward to the second year of the biennium.

Subd. 6. Allocation formula. Beginning January 1, 1996, the basic sliding fee state and
federal funds shall be allocated on a calendar year basis. Funds shall be allocated first in
amounts equal to each county’s guaranteed floor according to subdivision 8, with any re-
maining available funds allocated according to the following formula:

(a) One—third of the funds shall be allocated in proportion to each county’s total expen-
ditures for the basic sliding fee child care program reported during the most recent calendar
year completed at the time of the notice of allocation.

(b) One-third of the funds shall be allocated based on the number of children under age
13 in each county who are enrolled in general assistance medical care, medical assistance,
and MinnesotaCare on December 31 of the most recent calendar year completed at the time
of the notice of allocation.

(c) One—third of the funds shall be allocated based on the number of children under age
13 who reside in each county, from the most recent estimates of the state demographer.

Subd. 7. Six-month allocation. For the period from July 1, 1995, to December 31,
1995, every county shall receive an allocation at least equal and proportionate to one-half of
its original allocation in state fiscal year 1995. This six—-month allocation shall be combined
with the calendar year 1996 allocation and be administered as one 18-month allocation.

Subd. 8. Guaranteed floor. (a) Beginning January 1, 1996, each county’s guaranteed
floor shall equal 90 percent of the allocation received in the preceding calendar year. For the
calendar year 1996 allocation, the preceding calendar year shall be considered to be double
the six—month allocation as provided for in subdivision 7.

(b) When the amount of funds available for allocation is less than the amount available
in the previous year, each county’s previous year allocation shall be reduced in proportion to
the reduction in the statewide funding, for the purpose of establishing the guaranteed floor.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 9 s 72; 1987 c 403 art 3 s 61; 1988 c 689 art 2 s 224;
1989 c 282 art2 5 142; 1990 c 568 art 4 s 39—41; 1991 ¢ 292 art 55 53; 1992 c 464 art 1
§31; 1992 c 513 art 8 s 28,29; 1995 ¢ 207 art 4 s 25-29

119B.04 FEDERAL AT-RISK CHILD CARE PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Commissioner to administer program. The commissioner of children,
families, and learning is authorized and directed to receive, administer, and expend funds
available under the at-risk child care program under Public Law Number 101-508 (1).

Subd. 2. Rulemaking authority. The commissioner may adopt rules under chapter 14
to administer the at-risk child care program.

History: 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 s 54; 1Sp1995c3 art 16 s 13

119B.05 AFDC CHILD CARE PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Eligible recipients. Families eligible for guaranteed child care assis-
tance under the AFDC child care program are:

(1) persons receiving services under section 256.736;

(2) AFDC recipients who are employed;

(3) persons who are members of transition year families under section 119B.01, subdi-
vision 16;

(4) members of the control group for the STRIDE evaluation conducted by the Man-
power Demonstration Research Corporation; and

(5) AFDC caretakers who are participating in the non—STRIDE AFDC child care pro-
gram.

Subd. 2. Waiting list priority. AFDC recipients must be put on a waiting list for the
basic sliding fee program when they leave AFDC due to their earned income.
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Subd. 3. Cooperation with other programs. The county shall develop cooperative
agreements with the employment and training service provider for coordination of child care
funding with employment, training, and education programs for all AFDC recipients who
receive services under section 256.736. The cooperative agreement shall specify that indi-
viduals receiving employment, training, and education services under an employability plan
from the employment and training service provider shall be guaranteed child care assistance
from the county responsible for the current employability development plan.

Subd. 4. Contracts; other uses allowed. Counties may contract for administration of
the program or may arrange for or contract for child care funds to be used by other appropri-
ate programs, in accordance with this section and as permitted by federal law and regula-
tions.

Subd. 5. Federal reimbursement. Counties shall maximize their federal reimburse-
ment under Public Law Number 100485 or other federal reimbursement programs for
money spent for persons eligible under this chapter. The commissioner shall allocate any
federal earnings to the county to be used to expand child care services under this chapter.

Subd. 6. Access child care program. (a) Starting one month after April 30, 1992, the
commissioner shall reimburse eligible expenditures for 2,000 family slots for AFDC care-
takers not eligible for services under section 256.736, who are engaged in an authorized edu-
cational or job search program. Each county will receive a number of family slots based on
the county’s proportion of the AFDC caseload. A county must receive at least two family
slots. Eligibility and reimbursement are limited to the number of family slots allocated to
each county. County agencies shall authorize an educational plan for each student and may
prioritize families eligible for this program in their child care fund plan upon approval of the
commissioner.

(b) Persons eligible for but unable to participate in the JOBS (STRIDE) program be-
cause of a waiting list may be accepted as a new participant, or continue to participate in the
ACCESS child care program if a slot is available as long as all other eligibility factors are
met. Child care assistance must continue under the ACCESS child care program until the
participant loses eligibility or is enrolled in project STRIDE.

(c)(1) Effective July 1, 1995, the commissioner shall reclaim 90 percent of the vacant
slots in each county and distribute those slots to counties with waiting lists of persons eligible
for the ACCESS child care program. The slots must be distributed to eligible families based
on the July 1, 1995, waiting list placement date, first come, first served basis.

(2) ACCESS child care slots remaining after the waiting list under clause (1) has been
eliminated must be distributed to eligible families on a first come, first served basis, based on
the client’s date of request.

(3) The county must notify the commissioner when an ACCESS slot in the county be-
comes available. Notification by the county must be within five calendar days of the effective
date of the termination of the ACCESS child care services. The resulting vacant slot must be
returned to the department of children, families, and learning. The slot must then be redistrib-
uted under clause (2).

(4) The commissioner shall consult with the task force on child care and make recom-
mendations to the 1996 legislature for future distribution of the ACCESS slots under this
paragraph.

History: 1987 c 403 art 3 s 63; 1Sp1987 c 4 art 25 5; 1988 c 689 art 2 5 225; 1989
c282art2s5143; 1990 c 568 art 4 s 42—45; 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 5 55; 1992 c 513 art8 s
30,31; 1995 c 207 art 4 s 30; 1Sp1995c3 art 16 s 13

119B.06 FEDERAL CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT.
Subdivision 1. Commissioner to administer block grant. The commissioner of chil-
dren, families, and learning is authorized and directed to receive, administer, and expend
child care funds available under the child care and development block grant authorized under
Public Law Number 101-508 (2).
Subd. 2. Rulemaking authority. The commissioner may adopt rules under chapter 14
to administer the child care development block grant program.

History: 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 5 56; 1Sp1995 c 3 art 165 13
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119B.07 USE OF MONEY.

Money for persons listed in sections 119B.03, subdivision 3, and 119B.05, subdivision
1, shall be used to reduce the costs of child care for students, including the costs of child care
for students while employed if enrolled in an eligible education program at the same time and
making satisfactory progress towards completion of the program. Counties may not limit the
duration of child care subsidies for a person in an employment or educational program, ex-
cept when the person is found to be ineligible under the child care fund eligibility standards.
Any limitation must be based on a person’s employability plan in the case of an AFDC recipi-
ent, and county policies included in the child care allocation plan. Time limitations for child
care assistance, as specified in Minnesota Rules, parts 9565.5000 to 9565.5200, do not apply
to basic or remedial educational programs needed to prepare for post—secondary education
or employment. These programs include: high school, general equivalency diploma, and En-
glish as a second language. Programs exempt from this time limit must not run concurrently
with a post-secondary program. High school students who are participating in a post-secon-
dary options program and who receive a high school diploma issued by the school district are
exempt from the time limitations while pursuing a high school diploma. Financially eligible
students who have received child care assistance for one academic year shall be provided
child care assistance in the following academic year if funds allocated under sections
119B.03 and 119B.05 are available. If an AFDC recipient who is receiving AFDC child care
assistance under this chapter moves to another county, continues to participate in educational
or training programs authorized in their employability development plans, and continues to
be eligible for AFDC child care assistance under this chapter, the AFDC caretaker must re-
ceive continued child care assistance from the county responsible for their current employ-
ability development plan, without interruption.

History: 1987 c 403 art 3 5 66; 1988 ¢ 689 art 2 s 227; 1989 c 282 art 2 s 145;
1990 c 426 art 1 s 31; 1990 c 568 art 4 s 46; 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 s 57; 1995 ¢ 207 art 4 s 31

119B.08 REPORTING AND PAYMENTS.

Subdivision 1. Quarterly reports. The commissioner shall specify requirements for
reports, including quarterly fiscal reports, according to section 256.01, subdivision 2, para-
graph (17). Counties shall submit on forms prescribed by the commissioner a quarterly fi-
nancial and program activity report. The failure to submit a complete report by the end of the
quarter in which the report is due may result in a reduction of child care fund allocations equal
to the next quarter’s allocation. The financial and program activity report must include:

(1) a detailed accounting of the expenditures and revenues for the program during the
preceding quarter by funding source and by eligibility group;

(2) a description of activities and concomitant expendntures that are federally reimburs-
able under federal reimbursement programs;

(3) a description of activities and concomitant expenditures of child care money;

(4) information on money encumbered at the quarter’s end but not yet reimbursable, for
use in adjusting allocations as provided in section 119B.03, subdivision 5; and

(5) other data the commissioner considers necessary to account for the program or to
evaluate its effectiveness in preventing and reducing participants’ dependence on public as-
sistance and in providing other benefits, including improvement in the care provided to chil-
dren.

Subd. 2. Quarterly payments. The commissioner may make payments to each county
in quarterly installments. The commissioner may certify an advance up to 25 percent of the
allocation. Subsequent payments shall be made on a reimbursement basis for reported ex-
penditures and may be adjusted for anticipated spending patterns. Payments may be withheld
if quarterly reports are incomplete or untimely.

Subd. 3. Child care fund plan. Effective January 1, 1992, the county will include the
plan required under this subdivision in its biennial community social services plan required
in this section, for the group described in section 256E.03, subdivision 2, paragraph (h). For
the period July 1, 1989, to December 31, 1991, the county shall submit separate child care
fund plans required under this subdivision for the periods July 1, 1989, to June 30, 1990; and
July 1, 1990, to December 31, 1991. The commissioner shall establish the dates by which the
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county must submit these plans. The county and designated administering agency shall sub-
mit to the commissioner an annual child care fund allocation plan. The plan shall include:

(1) a narrative of the total program for child care services, including all policies and pro-
cedures that affect eligible families and are used to administer the child care funds;

(2) the number of families that requested a child care subsidy in the previous year, the
number of families receiving child care assistance, the number of families on a waiting list,
and the number of families projected to be served during the fiscal year;

(3) the methods used by the county to inform eligible groups of the availability of child
care assistance and related services;

(4) the provider rates paid for all children by provider type;

(5) the county prioritization policy for all eligible groups under the basic sliding fee pro-
gram and AFDC child care program;

(6) a report of all funds available to be used for child care assistance, including demon-
stration of compliance with the maintenance of funding effort required under section
119B.11; and

(7) other information as requested by the department to ensure compliance with the
child care fund statutes and rules promulgated by the commissioner.

The commissioner shall notify counties within 60 days of the date the plan is submitted
whether the plan is approved or the corrections or information needed to approve the plan.
The commissioner shall withhold a county’s allocation until it has an approved plan. Plans
not approved by the end of the second quarter after the plan is due may result in a 25 percent
reduction in allocation. Plans not approved by the end of the third quarter after the plan is due
may result in a 100 percent reduction’in the allocation to the county. Counties are to maintain
services despite any reduction in their allocation due to plans not being approved.

Subd. 4. Termination of allocation. The commissioner may withhold, reduce, or ter-
minate the allocation of any county that does not meet the reporting or other requirements of
this program. The commissioner shall reallocate to other counties money so reduced or ter-
minated.

History: 1987 ¢ 403 art 3 5 67; 1989 ¢ 89 5 22; 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 s 146; 1990 ¢ 568
art4s47

119B.09 FINANCIAL ELIGIBILITY.

Subdivision 1. Eligibility factors. Child care services must be available to families
who need child care to find or keep employment or to obtain the training or education neces-
sary to find employment and who:

(a) receive aid to families with dependent children and are receiving employment and
training services under section 256.736; ,

(b) have household income below the eligibility levels for aid to families with depen-
dent children; or

(c) have household income within a range established by the commissioner.

(d) Child care services for the families receiving aid to families with dependent children
must be made available as in—kind services, to cover any difference between the actual cost
and the amount disregarded under the aid to families with dependent children program. Child
care services to families whose incomes are below the threshold of eligibility for aid to fami-
lies with dependent children, but are not AFDC caretakers, must be made available with the
minimum copayment required by federal law.

Subd. 2. Sliding fee. Child care services to families with incomes in the commissioner’s
established range must be made available on a sliding fee basis. The lower limit of the sliding
fee range must be the eligibility limit for aid to families with dependent children. The upper
limit of the range must be neither less than 70 percent nor more than 90 percent of the state
median income for a family of four, adjusted for family size.

Subd. 3. Priorities; allocations. If a county projects that its child care allocation is in-
sufficient to meet the needs of all eligible groups, it may prioritize among the groups that
remain to be served after the county has complied with the priority requirements of section

Copyright © 1996 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



MINNESOTA STATUTES 1996

25 CHILD CARE PROGRAMS  119B.11

119B.03. Counties that have established a priority for non~AFDC families beyond those es-
tablished under section 119B.03 must submit the policy in the annual allocation plan.

Subd. 4. Eligibility; annual income; calculation. Annual income of the applicant fam-
ily is the current monthly income of the family multiplied by 12 or the income for the
12-month period immediately preceding the date of application, or income calculated by the
method which provides the most accurate assessment of income available to the family. Self-
employment income must be calculated based on gross receipts less operating expenses. In-
come must be redetermined when the family’s income changes, but no less often than every
six months. Income must be verified with documentary evidence. If the applicant does not
have sufficient evidence of income, verification must be obtained from the source of the in-
come.

Subd. 5. Provider choice. Parents may choose child care providers as defined under
section 119B.01, subdivision 13, that best meet the needs of their family. Counties shall make
resources available to parents in choosing quality child care services. Counties may require a
parent to sign a release stating their knowledge and responsibilities in choosing a legal pro-
vider described under section 119B.01, subdivision 13. When a county knows that a particu-
lar provider is unsafe, or that the circumstances of the child care arrangement chosen by the
parent are unsafe, the county may deny a child care subsidy. A county may not restrict access
to a general category of provider allowed under section 119B.01, subdivision 13.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 9 s 72; 1987 ¢ 403 art 3 s 68; 1988 ¢ 689 art 2 s 228;
1989 ¢ 282 art 2 s 147,148; 1990 c 568 art 4 s 48-50; 1992 c 513 art 8 5 32

119B.10 EMPLOYMENT OR TRAINING ELIGIBILITY.

Subdivision 1. Assistance for persons seeking and retaining employment. Persons
who are seeking employment and who are eligible for assistance under this section are eligi-
ble to receive up to 240 hours of child care assistance per calendar year. Employed persons
who work at least an average of ten hours a week and receive at least a minimum wage for all
hours worked are eligible for continued child care assistance.

Subd. 2. Financial eligibility required. Persons participating in employment pro-
grams, training programs, or education programs are eligible for continued assistance from
the child care fund, if they are financially eligible under the sliding fee scale set by the com-
missioner in section 119B.12.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 95 72; 1987 c 403 art 3 s 69; 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 5 149;
1990 c 568 art 4 s 51; 1995 c 207 art 4 s 32

119B.11 COUNTY CONTRIBUTION.

Subdivision 1. County contributions required. Beginning July 1, 1995, in addition to
payments from basic sliding fee child care program participants, counties shall contribute
from county tax or other sources at the local match percentage calculated according to subdi-
vision 2. The commissioner shall recover funds from the county as necessary to bring county
expenditures into compliance with this subdivision.

Subd. 2. Local match percentage. The local match percentage shall equal the lesser of
either (i) 15 percent of the cost of the basic sliding fee program or (ii) the statewide required
local match in state fiscal year 1995, divided by the sum of the current year’s basic sliding fee
allocation plus the statewide required local match in state fiscal year 1995. The resulting lo-
cal match percentage shall be adjusted to reflect a statewide local match of five percent on
any state and federal funding for the basic sliding fee program above the initial state fiscal
year 1995 statewide allocation. For purposes of this computation, the statewide required lo-
cal match in state fiscal year 1995 shall be equal to the initial state fiscal year 1995 basic slid-
ing fee allocation, divided by 85 percent, and then multiplied by 15 percent. The calendar
year 1996 local match percentage shall be in effect for the six—-month allocation period de-
fined in section 119B.03.

Subd. 3. Federal money; state recovery. The commissioner shall recover from coun-
ties any state or federal money that was spent for persons found to be ineligible. If a federal
audit exception is taken based on a percentage of federal earnings, all counties shall pay a
share proportional to their respective federal earnings during the period in question.
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Subd. 4. Maintenance of funding effort. To receive money through this program, each
county shall certify, in its annual plan to the commissioner, that the county has not reduced
allocations from other federal and state sources, which, in the absence of the child care fund,
would have been available for child care assistance. However, the county must continue con-
tributions, as necessary, to maintain on the basic sliding fee program, families who are re-
ceiving assistance on July 1, 1995, until the family loses eligibility for the program or until a
family voluntarily withdraws from the program. This subdivision does not affect the local
match required for this program under other sections of the law.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 9 5 72; 1987 ¢ 403 art 3 5 70; 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 s 150;
1995 ¢ 139 s 1; 1995 ¢ 207 art 4 s 33-35

119B.12 SLIDING FEE SCALE.

In setting the sliding fee schedule, the commissioner shall exclude from the amount of
income used to determine eligibility an amount for federal and state income and social secu-
rity taxes attributable to that income level according to federal and state standardized tax
tables. The commissioner shall base the parent fee on the ability of the family to pay for child
care. The fee schedule must be designed to use any available tax credits.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 95 72; 1988 c 689 art 2 s 229

119B.13 CHILD CARE RATES.

Subdivision 1. Subsidy restrictions. Effective July 1, 1991, the maximum rate paid for
child care assistance under the child care fund is the maximum rate eligible for federal reim-
bursement. A rate which includes a provider bonus paid under. subdivision 2 or a special
needs rate paid under subdivision 3 may be in excess of the maximum rate allowed under this
subdivision. The department of children, families, and learning shall monitor the effect of
this paragraph on provider rates. The county shall pay the provider’s full charges for every
child in care up to the maximum established. The commissioner shall determine the maxi-
mum rate for each type of care, including special needs and handicapped care.

‘When the provider charge is greater than the maximum provider rate allowed, the parent
is responsible for payment of the difference in the rates in addition to any family copayment
fee.

Subd. 2. Provider rate bonus for accreditation. Currently accredited child care cen-
ters shall be paid a ten percent bonus above the maximum rate established in subdivision 1,
up to the actual provider rate. A family day care provider shall be paid a ten percent bonus
above the maximum rate established in subdivision 1, if the provider holds a current early
childhood development credential approved by the commissioner, up to the actual provider
rate. For purposes of this subdivision, “accredited” means accredited by the National Associ-
ation for the Education of Young Children.

Subd. 3. Provider rate for care of children with handicaps or special needs. Coun-
ties shall reimburse providers for the care of children with handicaps or special needs, at a
special rate to be set by the county for care of these children, subject to the approval of the
commissioner.

Subd. 4. Rates charged to publicly subsidized families. Child care providers receiv-
ing reimbursement under this chapter may not charge a rate to clients receiving assistance
under this chapter that is higher than the private, full-paying client rate.

History: 1Sp1985 c14 art 9s72; 1987 ¢ 290 s 1; 1989 c 282 art 2 s 151; 1990 ¢
568 art4 s 52,53; 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 s 58—60; 1995 ¢ 207 art 4 s 36; 1Sp1995 c 3 art 16 s
13

119B.14 EXTENSION OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

The county board shall insure that child care services available to eligible residents are
well advertised and that everyone who receives or applies for aid to families with dependent
children is informed of training and employment opportunities and programs, including
child care assistance and child care resource and referral services.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 9 s 72; 1990 c 568 art 4 s 54
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119B.15 ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.
The commissioner shall use up to one—eleventh of the state and federal funds available
for the basic sliding fee program for payments to counties for administrative expenses.

History: 1Sp1985 c 14 art 95 72; 1987 c 403 art 3 s 72; 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 s 152;
1991 ¢ 292 art5 s 61; 1995 c 207 art 4 s 37

119B.16 FAIR HEARING PROCESS.

Subdivision 1. Fair hearing allowed. An applicant or recipient adversely affected by a
county agency action may request a fair hearing in accordance with section 256.045, subdivi-
sion 3.

Subd. 2. Informal conference. The county agency shall offer an informal conference to
applicants and recipients adversely affected by an agency action to attempt to resolve the dis-
pute. The county agency shall advise adversely affected applicants and recipients that a re-
quest for a conference with the agency is optional and does not delay or replace the right to a
fair hearing.

History: 1987 c 403 art 3 s 73; 1988 ¢ 689 art 2 s 230

119B.17 MINNESOTA EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION COUN-
CIL.

Subdivision 1. Establishment; members. The Minnesota early childhood care and
education council shall consist of 19 members appointed by the governor. Members must
represent the following groups and organizations: parents, family child care providers, child
care center providers, private foundations, corporate executives, small business owners, and
public school districts. The council membership also includes the commissioners of human
services, economic security, children, families, and learning, and health; a representative of
the higher education services office; a representative of the Minnesota headstart association;
representatives of two Minnesota counties; three members from child care resource and re-
ferral programs, one of whom shall be from a county—operated resource and referral, one of
whom shall be from a rural location, and one of whom shall be from the metropolitan area;
and a community group representative. The governor shall consult with the councils estab-
lished under sections 3.922, 3.9223, 3.9225, and 3.9226, representing the communities of
color, to ensure that membership of the council is representative of all racial minority groups.
In addition to the 19 members appointed by the governor, two members of the senate shall be
appointed by the president of the senate and two members of the house of representatives
shall be appointed by the speaker of the house to serve as ex officio members of the council.
Membership terms, compensation, and removal of members are governed by section 15.059,
except that the council shall not expire as required by that section.

Subd. 2. Executive director; staff. The council shall select an executive director of the
council by a vote of a majority of all council members. The executive director is in the unclas-
sified service and shall provide administrative support for the council and provide adminis-
trative leadership to implement council mandates, policies, and objectives. The executive
director shall employ and direct other staff.

Subd. 3. Duties and powers. The council has the following duties and powers:

(1) develop a biennial plan for early childhood care and education in the state;

(2) take a leadership role in developing its recommendations in conjunction with the
recommendations of other state agencies on the state budget for early childhood care and
education; -

(3) apply for and receive state money and public and private grant money;

(4) participate in and facilitate the development of interagency agreements on early
childhood care and education issues;

(5) review state agency policies on early childhood care and education issues so that
they do not conflict;

(6) advocate for an effective and coordinated early childhood care and education system
with state agencies and programs;

(7) study the need for child care funding for special populations whose needs are not
being met by current programs;
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* (8) ensure that the early childhood care and education system reflects community diver-
sity;
(9) be responsible for advocating policies and funding for early childhood care and
education; and
(10) provide a report to the legislature on January 1 of every odd—numbered year, con-
taining a description of the activities and the work plan of the council and.any legislative rec-
ommendations developed by the council.

History: 1991 c 292 art5562; 1994 c 483 s1; 1995 c 212 art 3 5 59; 1Sp1995c 3
art16s13

119B.18 REGIONAL CHILD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL PROGRAMS.

Subdivision 1. Establishment. Existing child care resource and referral programs shall
become the regional child care resource and referral programs provided they are in com-
pliance with other provisions of this chapter.

Subd. 2. Duties. The regional resource and referral program shall have the duties speci-
fied in section 119B.19. In addition, the regional program shall be responsible for establish-
ing new or collaborating with existing community—based committees such as interagency
early intervention committees or neighborhood groups to advocate for child care needs in the
community as well as serve as important local resources for children and their families.

History: 1991 c 292 art 5 s 63

119B.19 GRANTS FOR SCHOOL AGE CHILD CARE PROGRAMS AND CHILD
CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL PROGRAMS.

Subdivision 1. Autherity, The commissioner of children, families, and learning may
make grants to public or private nonprofit agencies for the planning, establishment, expan-
sion, improvement, or operation of child care resource and referral programs and child care
services according to the provisions of this section and may make grants to county boards to
carry out the purposes of sections 119B.19 to 119B.21.

Subd. 2. Federal dependent care grants program. The commissioner shall submit an
application annually to the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services for the
purpose of obtaining the state’s allotment of funds authorized under chapter 8 of Title VI of
the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act, United States Code, title 42, sections 9871 to 9877.
Federal funds received under this allotment for the planning, development, establishment,
expansion, or improvement of local resource and referral systems and school age child care
services which are awarded as grants under subdivision 1 must be used in conformance with
the federal requirements.

Subd. 3. Program services. The commissioner may make grants to public or private
nonprofit entities to fund child care resource and referral programs. Child care resource and
referral programs must serve a defined geographic area.

Subd. 4. Grant requirements and priority. Priority for awarding resource and referral
grants shall be given in the following order:

(1) start up resource and referral programs in areas of the state where they do not exist;
and

(2) improve resource and referral programs.

Resource and referral programs shall meet the following requirements:

(a) Each program shall identify all existing child care services through information pro-
vided by all relevant public and private agencies in the areas of service, and shall develop a
resource file of the services which shall be maintained and updated at least quarterly. These
services must include family day care homes; public and private day care programs; full—
time and part~time programs; infant, preschool, and extended care programs; and programs
for school age children.

The resource file must include: the type of program, hours of program service, ages of
children served, fees, location of the program, eligibility requirements for enrollment, spe-
cial needs services, and transportation available to the program. The file may also include
program information and special program features.
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(b) Each resource and referral program shall establish a referral process which responds
to parental need for information and which fully recognizes confidentiality rights of parents.
The referral process must afford parents maximum access to all referral information. This
access must include telephone referral available for no less than 20 hours per week.

Each child care resource and referral agency shall publicize its services through popular
media sources, agencies, employers, and other appropriate methods.

(c) Each resource and referral program shall maintain ongoing documentation of re-
quests for service. All child care resource and referral agencies must maintain documenta-
tion of the number of calls and contacts to the child care information and referral agency or
component. A resource and referral program shall collect and maintain the following infor-
mation:

(1) ages of children served;

(2) time category of child care request for each child;

(3) special time category, such as nights, weekends, and swing shift; and

(4) reason that the child care is needed.

(d) Each resource and referral program shall make available the following information
as an educational aid to parents:

(1) information on aspects of evaluating the quality and suitability of child care ser-
vices, including licensing regulation, financial assistance available, child abuse reporting
procedures, appropriate child development information;

(2) information on available parent, early childhood, and family education programs in
the community.

(e) On or after one year of operation a resource and referral program shall provide tech-
nical assistance to employers and existing and potential providers of all types of child care
services. This assistance shall include:

(1) information on all aspects of initiating new child care services including licensing,
zoning, program and budget development, and assistance in finding information from other
sources;

(2) information and resources which help existing child care providers to maximize
their ability to serve the children and parents of their community;

(3) dissemination of information on current public issues affecting the local and state
delivery of child care services;

(4) facilitation of communication between existing child care providers and child—re-
lated services in the community served;

(5) recruitment of licensed providers; and

(6) options, and the benefits available to employers utilizing the various options, to ex-
pand child care services to employees.

Services prescribed by this section must be designed to maximize parental choice in the
selection of child care and to facilitate the maintenance and development of child care ser-
vices and resources.

(f) Child care resource and referral information must be provided to all persons request-
ing services and to all types of child care providers and employers.

(g) Each resource and referral program shall coordinate early childhood training for
child care providers in that program’s service delivery area. The resource and referral pro-
gram shall convene an early childhood care and education training advisory committee to
assist in the following activities:

(1) assess the early childhood care and education training needs of child care center staff
and family and group family child care providers;

(2) coordinate existing early childhood care and education training;

(3) develop new early childhood care and education training opportunities; and

(4) publicize all early childhood training classes and workshops to child care center
staff and family and group family child care providers in the service delivery area.

(h) Public or private entities may apply to the commissioner for funding. A local match
of up to 25 percent is required.
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Subd. 5. Application; rules. Applicants for grants under subdivision 1 shall apply on a
form provided by the commissioner. Applications for grants using funds received by the state
pursuant to subdivision 2 shall include assurances that federal requirements have been met.
The commissioner may adopt rules as necessary to implement this section.

History: 1986 c 404 s 3; 1987 c 403 art 3 s 74, 1988 c 689 art 2 s 231; 1989 c 282
art2s153; 1991 c 199 art2s1; 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 s 64; 1995 c 207 art 4 s 38; 1Sp1995 ¢
3arti6s13

119B.20 CHILD CARE SERVICES GRANT DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. As used in sections 119B.19 to 119B.23, the words defined
in this section shall have the meanings given them.

Subd. 2. Child. “Child” means a person 12 years old or younger, or a person age 13 or 14
who is handicapped, as defined in section 120.03.

Subd. 3. Child care. “Child care” means the care of a child by someone other than a
parent or legal guardian outside the child’s own home for gain or otherwise, on a regular ba-
sis, for any part of a 24-hour day.

Subd. 4. Child care services. “Child care services” means child care provided in family
day care homes, group day care homes, nursery schools, day nurseries, child day care cen-
ters, head start, and extended day school age child care programs.

Subd. 5. Child care worker. “Child care worker” means a person who cares for chil-
dren for compensation, including a licensed provider of child care services, an employee of a
provider, a person who has applied for a license as a provider, or a person who meets the stan-
dards established by the state board of education.

Subd. 6. Commissioner. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of children, fami-
lies, and learning.

Subd. 7. Facility improvement expenses. “Facility improvement expenses” means
funds for building improvements, equipment, toys, and supplies needed to establish, expand,
or improve a licensed child care facility or a child care program under the jurisdiction of the
state board of education.

Subd. 8. Interim financing. “Interim financing” means funds to carry out such activi-
ties as are necessary for family day care homes, group family day care homes, and child care
centers to receive and maintain state licensing, to expand an existing program or to improve
program quality, and to provide operating funds for a period of six consecutive months after a
family day care home, group family day care home, or child care center becomes licensed or
satisfies standards of the state board of education. Interim financing may not exceed a period
of 18 months.

Subd. 9. Mini-grants. “Mini—grants” means child care grants for facility improve-
ments that are up to $1,000. Mini—grants include, but are not limited to, improvements to
meet licensing requirements, improvements to expand a child care facility or program, toys
and equipment, start—up costs, staff training, and development costs.

Subd. 10. Resource and referral program. “Resource and referral program” means a
program that provides information to parents, including referrals and coordination of com-
munity child care resources for parents and public or private providers of care. It also means
the agency with the duties specified in sections 119B.18 and 119B.19. Services may include
parent education, technical assistance for providers, staff development programs, and refer-
rals to social services.

Subd. 11. Staff training or development expenses. “Staff training or development ex-
penses” include the cost to a child care worker of tuition, transportation, required materials
and supplies, and wages for a substitute while the child care worker is engaged in a training
program.

Subd. 12. Training program. “Training program” means child development courses
offered by an accredited post—secondary institution or similar training approved by a county
board or the department of children, families, and learning. To qualify as a training program
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under this section, a course of study must teach specific skills that meet licensing require-
ments or requirements of the state board of education.

History: 1989 c 282 art 2 s 154; 1990 ¢ 568 art 4 s 55; 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 s 65;
1Sp1995c3art 16513

119B.21 CHILD CARE SERVICES GRANTS.

Subdivision 1. Grants established. The commissioner shall award grants to develop
child care services, including facility improvement expenses, interim financing, resource
and referral.programs, and staff training expenses. Child care services grants may include
mini—grants up to $1,000. The commissioner shall develop a grant application form, inform
county social service agencies about the availability of child care services grants, and set a
date by which applications must be received by the commissioner.

The commissioner may renew grants to existing resource and referral agencies that
have met state standards and have been designated as the child care resource and referral ser-
vice for a particular geographical area. The recipients of renewal grants are exempt from the
proposal review process.

Subd. 2. Distribution of funds. (a) The commissioner shall allocate grant money ap-
propriated for child care service development among the development regions designated by
the governor under section 462.385, as follows:

(1) 50 percent of the child care service development grant appropriation shall be allo-
cated to the metropolitan economic development region; and

(2) 50 percent of the child care service development grant appropriation shall be allo-
cated to economic development regions other than the metropolitan economic development
region.

(b) The following formulas shall be used to allocate grant appropriations among the
economic development regions:

(1) 50 percent of the funds shall be allocated in proportion to the ratio of children under
12 years of age in each economic development region to the total number of children under
12 years of age in all economic development regions; and

(2) 50 percent of the funds shall be allocated in proportion to the ratio of children under
12 years of age in each economic development region to the number of licensed child care
spaces currently available in each economic development region.

(c) Out of the amount allocated for each economic development region, the commis-
sioner shall award grants based on the recommendation of the grant review advisory task
force. In addition, the commissioner shall award no more than 75 percent of the money either
to child care facilities for the purpose of facility improvement or interim financing or to child
care workers for staff training expenses.

(d) Any funds unobligated may be used by the commissioner to award grants to propos-
als that received funding recommendations by the advisory task force but were not awarded
due to insufficient funds.

(e) The commissioner may allocate grants under this section for a two—year period and
may carry forward funds from the first year as necessary.

Subd. 3. Child care regional advisory committees. Child care regional advisory com-
mittees shall review and make recommendations to the commissioner on applications for
service development grants under this section. The commissioner shall appoint the child care
regional advisory committees in each governor’s economic development region. People ap-
pointed under this subdivision must represent the following constituent groups: family child
care providers, group center providers, parent users, health services, social services, public
schools, and other citizens with demonstrated interest in child care issues. Members of the
advisory task force with a direct financial interest in a pending grant proposal may not pro-
vide a recommendation or participate in the ranking of that grant proposal. Committee mem-
bers may be reimbursed for their actual travel, child care, and child care provider substitute
expenses for up to six committee meetings per year. The child care regional advisory com-
mittees shall complete their reviews and forward their recommendations to the commission-
er by the date specified by the commissioner.
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Subd. 4. Distribution of funds for child care resource and referral programs. The
commissioner shall allocate funds appropriated for child care resource and referral services
considering the following factors for each economic development region served by the child
care resource and referral agency:

(1) the number of children under 13 years of age needing child care in the service area;

(2) the geographic area served by the agency;

(3) the ratio of children under 13 years of age needing care to the number of licensed
spaces in the service area;

(4) the number of licensed child care providers and extended day school age child care
programs in the service area; and

(5) other related factors determined by the commissioner.

Subd. 5. Purposes for which a child care services grant may be awarded. The com-
missioner may award grants for any of the following purposes:

(1) for creating new licensed day care facilities and expanding existing facilities, in-
cluding, but not limited to, supplies, equipment, facility renovation, and remodeling;

(2) for improving licensed day care facility programs, including, but not limited to, staff
specialists, staff training, supplies, equipment, and facility renovation and remodeling. In
awarding grants for training, priority must be given to child care workers caring for infants,
toddlers, sick children, children in low—income families, and children with special needs;

(3) for supportive child development services including, but not limited to, in—service
training, curriculum development, consulting specialist, resource centers, and program and
resource materials;

(4) for carrying out programs including, but not limited to, staff, supplies, equipment,
facility renovation, and training;

(5) for interim financing; and

(6) for carrying out the resource and referral program services identified in section
119B.19, subdivision 3.

Subd. 6. Funding priorities; facility improvement and interim financing. In evalu-
ating applications for funding and making recommendations to the commissioner, the grant
review advisory task force shall rank and give priority to:

(1) new programs or projects, or the expansion or improvement of existing programs or
projects in areas where a demonstrated need for child care facilities has been shown, with
special emphasis on programs or projects in areas where there is a shortage of licensed child
care;

(2) new programs and projects, or the expansions or enrichment of existing programs or
projects that serve sick children, infants or toddlers, children with special needs, and children
from low—income families;

(3) unlicensed providers who wish to become licensed; and

(4) improvement of existing programs.

Subd. 7. Funding priorities; training grants. In evaluating applications for training
grants and making recommendations to the commissioner, the grant review advisory task
force shall give priority to:

(1) applicants who will work in facilities caring for sick children, infants, toddlers, chil-
dren with special needs, and children from low—income families;

(2) applicants who will work in geographic areas where there is a shortage of child care;

(3) unlicensed providers who wish to become licensed;

(4) child care programs seeking accreditation and child care providers seeking certifica-
tion; and

(5) entities that will use grant money for scholarships for child care workers attending
educational or training programs sponsored by the entity.

Subd. 8. Eligible grant recipients. Eligible recipients of child care grants are licensed
providers of child care, or those in the process of being licensed, resource and referral pro-
grams, or corporations or public agencies, or any combination thereof. With the exception of
mini—grants, priority for child care grants shall be given to grant applicants as follows:
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(1) public and private nonprofit agencies;

(2) employer-based child care centers;

(3) for—profit child care centers; and

(4) family day care providers.

Subd. 9. Grant match requirements. Child care grants for facility improvements, in-
terim financing, resource and referral, and staff training and development require a 25 per-
cent local match by the grant applicant. A local match is not required for a minigrant.

Subd. 10. Child care mini-grants. Mini—grants for child care service development
must be used by the grantee for facility improvements, including, but not limited to, im-
provements to meet licensing requirements, improvements to expand the facility, toys and
equipment, start—-up costs, interim financing, or staff training and development. Priority for
child care mini—grants shall be given to grant applicants as follows:

(1) family day care providers;

(2) public and private nonprofit agencies;

(3) employer—based child care centers; and

(4) for—profit child care centers.

Subd. 11. Advisory task force. The commissioner shall convene a statewide advisory
task force which shall advise the commissioner on grants and other child care issues. The
statewide advisory task force shall review and make recommendations to the commissioner
on child care resource and referral grants and on statewide service development and child
care training grants. Members of the advisory task force with a direct financial interest in a
resource and referral or a statewide training proposal may not provide a recommendation or
participate in the ranking of that grant proposal. Each regional grant review committee
formed under subdivision 3, shall appoint a representative to the advisory task force. The
commissioner may convene meetings of the task force as needed. Terms of office and remov-
al from office are governed by the appointing body. The commissioner may compensate
members for their travel, child care, and child care provider substitute expenses for meetings
of the task force. The members of the child care advisory task force shall also meet once with
the interagency advisory committee on child care under section 256H.25.

Subd. 12. Advisory committee costs. The commissioner may use money appropriated
for services under this section for administrative expenses associated with advisory commit-
tees and task forces authorized by this section.

History: 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 s 155; 1990 c 426 art 1 s 32,33; 1990 c 568 art 4 s
56-58; 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 s 66,67; 1994 ¢ 465 art 3 5 38

119B.22 ASSISTANCE TO CHILD CARE CENTERS AND PROVIDERS.

The commissioner shall work with the early childhood care and education council and
with the resource and referral programs to develop tools to assist child care centers and fami-
ly child care providers to obtain accreditation and certification and to achieve improved pay
for child care workers.

History: 1991 ¢ 292 art 5 5 68

119B.23 OTHER AUTHORIZATION TO MAKE GRANTS.

Subdivision 1. Authority. In addition to the commissioner’s authority to make child
care services grants, the county board is authorized to provide child care services, or to make
grants from the community social service fund, special tax revenue, or its general fund, or
other sources to any municipality, corporation, or combination thereof, for the cost of provid-
ing technical assistance and child care services. The county board is also authorized to con-
tract for services with any licensed day care facility, as the board deems necessary or proper
to carry out the purposes of this section.

The county board may also make grants to or contract with any municipality, licensed
child care facility, or resource and referral program, or corporation or combination thereof,
for any of the following purposes:

(1) creating new licensed day care facilities and expanding existing facilities including,
but not limited to, supplies, equipment, and facility renovation and remodeling;
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(2) improving licensed day care facility programs, including, but not limited to, staff
specialists, staff training, supplies, equipment, and facility renovation and remodeling. In
awarding grants for training, counties must give priority to child care workers caring for in-
fants, toddlers, sick children, children in low—income families, and children with special
needs;

(3) supportive child development services, including, but not limited to, in—service
training, curriculim development, consulting specialists, resource centers, and program and
resource materials;

(4) carrying out programs, including, but not limited to, staff, supplies, equipment, fa-
cility renovation, and training;

(5) interim financing; and

(6) carrying out the resource and referral program services identified in section
119B.19, subdivision 3.

Subd. 2. Donated materials and services; matching share of cost. For the purposes of
this section, donated professional and volunteer services, program materials, equipment,
supplies, and facilities may be approved as part of a matching share of the cost, provided that
total costs shall be reduced by the costs charged to parents if a sliding fee scale has been used.

Subd. 3. Biennial plan. The county board shall biennially develop a plan for the dis-
tribution of money for child care services as part of the community social services plan de-
scribed in section 256E.09. All licensed child care programs shall be given written notice
concerning the availability of money and the application process.

History: 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 s 156

119B.24 DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER.

In addition to the powers and duties already conferred by law, the commissioner of chil-
dren, families, and learning shall:

(1) by September 1, 1998, and every five years thereafter, survey and report on all com-
ponents of the child care system, including, but not limited to, availability of licensed child
care slots, the number of children in various kinds of child care settings, staff wages, rate of
staff turnover, qualifications of child care workers, cost of child care by type of service and
ages of children, and child care availability through school systems;

(2) by September 1, 1998, and every five years thereafter, survey and report on the ex-
tent to which existing child care services fulfill the need for child care, giving particular
attention to the need for part-time care and for care of infants, sick children, children with
special needs, low—income children, toddlers, and school-age children;

(3) administer the child care fund, including the sliding fee program authorized under
sections 119B.01 to 119B.16;

(4) monitor the child care resource and referral programs established under section
119B.19; and

(5) encourage child care providers to participate in a nationally recognized accredita-
tion system for early childhood programs. The commissioner shall reimburse licensed child
care providers for one-half of the direct cost of accreditation fees, upon successful comple-

" tion of accreditation.

History: 1989 ¢ 282 art 2 5 157; 1994 ¢ 529 s 15; 1Sp1995 c 3 art 16 s 13
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