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CHAPTER 333 

TRADE NAMES, MARKS, AND INSIGNIA 

333.001 Definitions. 333.055 Term of certificate; renewal, notices. 
333.01 Commercial assumed names; fees. 

certificate. 333.21 Certificate of registration, issuance, 
evidentiary effect. 

333.001 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Scope. As used in sections 333.001 to 333.06, the following terms shall 

have the meanings given, unless the context clearly indicates that a different meaning is in
tended. 

Subd. 2. Person. "Person" means one or more natural persons; a limited liability com
pany, whether domestic or foreign; a registered limited liability partnership, whether domes
tic or foreign; a partnership; a limited partnership; a corporation, including a foreign, domes
tic, or nonprofit corporation; a trust; or any other business organization. 

Subd. 3. True name. "True name" means the true full name of the natural person, if a 
proprietorship; the true full name of each partner, if a partnership; the full corporate name as 
stated in its articles, if acorporation; the full name of the limited liability company as stated in 
its articles of organization or certificate of authority; the full name of the limited partnership, 
if a limited partnership; the full name of the registered limited liability partnership; the true 
full name of at least one trustee, if a trust; or the true full name of at least one beneficial owner, 
if any other form of business organization. 

Subd. 4. Address. "Address" means the full residential address of each natural person, 
trustee or beneficial owner, limited liability company, whether domestic or foreign, regis
tered limited liability partnership, whether domestic or foreign, or corporation, included in 
subdivision 3, and the address of the principal place in Minnesota where the business is con
ducted or transacted. 

Subd. 5. Executed. "Executed" means executed by one natural person, if a proprietor
ship; by a general partner if a general or limited partnership or limited liability partnership; 
by a manager, if a limited liability company; by an officer, if a corporation; by a trustee, if a 
trust; or by a beneficial owner or managing agent, if some other form of business organiza
tion. 

History: 7995 c 128 art 3 s 21 

333.01 COMMERCIAL ASSUMED NAMES; CERTIFICATE. 
No person shall hereafter carry on or conduct or transact a commercial business in this 

state under any designation, name, or style, which does not set forth the true name of every 
person interested in such business unless such person shall file in the office of the secretary of 
state, a certificate setting forth the name and business address under which the business is 
conducted or transacted, or is to be conducted or transacted, and the true name of each person 
conducting or transacting the same, with the address of such person. The name of the busi
ness must not include any of the following phrases or their abbreviations: corporation, incor
porated, limited, chartered, professional cooperative, association, limited partnership, lim
ited liability company, professional limited liability company, limited liability partnership, 
or professional limited liability partnership, except to the extent that an entity filing a certifi
cate would be authorized to use the phrase or abbreviation. The certificate shall be executed 
by one of the persons conducting, or intending to conduct, the business. The certificate shall 
be published after it has been filed with the secretary of state in a qualified newspaper in the 
county in which the person has a principal or registered office for two successive issues. 

History: 7995 c 128 art 3 s 22 

333.055 TERM OF CERTIFICATE; RENEWAL, NOTICES, FEES. 

[For text ofsubds I to 3, see M.S. 1994J 
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Subd. 4. The secretary of state shall accept for filing all certificates and renewals thereof 
which comply with the provisions of sections 333.001 to 333.06 and which are accompanied 
by the prescribed fees, notwithstanding the fact that the assumed name disclosed therein may 
not be distinguishable from one or more other assumed names already filed with the secre
tary of state. In the event of duplication or similarity, the secretary of state shall, within 20 
days after the filing, notify in writing each previously filed business holding a certificate for 
the assumed name or a similar assumed name, of the duplication or similarity, including in 
the notice the name and last known address of the person so filing. The secretary of state shall 
not accept for filing a certificate that discloses an assumed name that is not distinguishable 
from a corporate, limited liability company, limited liability partnership, cooperative, or lim
ited partnership name in use or reserved in this state by another or a trade or service mark 
registered with the secretary of state, unless there is filed with the certificate a written con
sent, court decree of prior right, or affidavit of nonuser of the kind required by section 
302A. 115, subdivision 1, clause (d). The secretary of state shall determine whether a name is 
distinguishable from another name for purposes of this subdivision. 

History: 1995 c 128 art 3 s 23 

333.21 CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION, ISSUANCE, EVIDENTIARY EF
FECT. 

Subdivision 1. Upon a finding by the secretary of state that the mark and application for 
registration comply with the requirements of sections 333.18 to 333.31, and that the class 
indicated, if any, in which the mark is to be registered is not clearly incorrect, the secretary of 
state shall cause a certificate of registration to be issued and delivered to the applicant. The 
certificate of registration shall be issued under the signature of the secretary of state and the 
seal of the state, and shall show the registrant's name, the date claimed for the first use of the 
mark in this state, the class of goods or services, and the registration date. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 7995 c 128 art 3 s 24 
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