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CHAPTER 259 

CHANGE OF NAME, ADOPTION 

259.10 General requirements. 259.75 State adoption exchange. 
259.12 Correctional inmates; name changes; 

limited. 

259.10 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. 
Subdivision 1. Procedure. A person who shall have resided in this state for six months 

may apply to the district court in the county where the person resides to change the person's 
name, the names of minor children, if any, and the name of a spouse, if the spouse joins in the 
application, in the manner herein specified. The person shall state in the application the name 
and age of the spouse and each of the children, if any, and shall describe all lands in the state in 
or upon which die person, the children and the spouse if their names are also to be changed by 
the application, claim any interest or lien, and shall appear personally before the court and 
prove identity by at least two witnesses. If the person be a minor, the application shall be 
made by the person's guardian or next of kin. The court shall accept the certificate of dissolu­
tion prepared pursuant to section 518.148 as conclusive evidence of the facts recited in the 
certificate and may not require the person to provide the court a copy of the judgment and 
decree of dissolution. Every person who, with intent to defraud, shall make a false statement 
in any such application shall be guilty of a misdemeanor provided, however, that no minor 
child's name may be changed without both parents having notice of the pending of the ap­
plication for change of name, whenever practicable, as determined by the court. 

Subd. 2. Witness and victim protection name changes; private data. If the court de­
termines that the name change for an individual is made in connection with the individual's 
participation in a witness and victim protection program, the court shall order that the court 
records of the name change are not accessible to the public; except that they may be released, 
upon request, to a law enforcement agency, probation officer, or corrections agent conduct­
ing a lawful investigation. The existence of an application for a name change described in 
this subdivision may not be disclosed except to a law enforcement agency conducting a law­
ful investigation. 

History: 1995 c 259 art Is 39 

259.12 CORRECTIONAL INMATES; NAME CHANGES; LIMITED. 
During an inmate's confinement in a correctional facility, as defined in section 241.021, 

subdivision 1, clause (5), an inmate may request a name change under section 259.10 only 
once and may proceed in forma pauperis only when the failure to allow the name change 
would infringe on a constitutional right of an inmate. 

History: 1995 c 16 s 1 

259.75 STATE ADOPTION EXCHANGE. 
Subdivision 1. The commissioner of human services shall establish an adoption ex­

change, which shall include but not be limited to a book, updated monthly, that contains a 
photograph and description of each child who has been legally freed for adoption. The ex­
change service shall be available to all local social service agencies and licensed child-plac­
ing agencies whose purpose is to assist in the adoptive placement of children, and the ex­
change book shall be distributed to all such agencies. 

Subd. 2. All local social service agencies, and licensed child-placing agencies shall 
send to the state adoption exchange, within 45 days of the time a child becomes free for adop­
tion, a recent photograph and description of each child in its care who has been legally freed 
for adoption by the termination of parental rights, and for whom no adoptive home has been 
found. 

Subd. 2a. All children identified under subdivision 2 must be listed on the state adoption 
exchange within 20 days of the receipt of the information from the local social service agency 
or licensed child-placing agency. 
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Subd. 3. Changes in the status of a child listed in the state adoption exchange shall be 
reported by the local social service agency and the licensed child-placing agency to the ex­
change within ten working days after the change occurs. 

Subd. 4. Children remaining registered for 12 months shall have their photographs and 
written descriptions updated by the local social service agency and the licensed child-plac­
ing agency within ten working days of the expiration of the 12 months, and every 12 months 
thereafter. 

Subd. S. A child's registration shall be withdrawn when the exchange service has been 
notified in writing by the local social service agency and the licensed child-placing agency 
that the child has been adopted, has become 14 years old and will not consent to an adoption 
plan, or has died. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S.1994J 

Subd. 7. A local social service agency and a licensed child-placing agency may volun­
tarily refer any child legally freed for adoption to the exchange service; or the exchange ser­
vice may determine that the recruitment of an adoptive family through the exchange book is 
appropriate for a child not registered with the service and require the child to be registered 
with the exchange service within ten working days. 

[For text ofsubds 8 and 9, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 61 s 1-7 
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