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221.031 RULES FOR OPERATION OF CARRIERS. 
Subdivision 1. Powers, duties, reports, limitations, (a) This subdivision applies to 

motor carriers engaged in intrastate commerce. 
(b) The commissioner shall prescribe rules for the operation of motor carriers, including 

their facilities; accounts; leasing of vehicles and drivers; service; safe operation of vehicles; 
equipment, parts, and accessories; hours of service of drivers; driver qualifications; accident 
reporting; identification of vehicles; installation of safety devices; inspection, repair, and 
maintenance; and proper automatic speed regulators if, in the opinion of the commissioner, 
there is a need for the rules. 

(c) The commissioner shall direct the repair and reconstruction or replacement of an 
inadequate or unsafe motor carrier vehicle or facility. The commissioner may require the 
construction and maintenance or furnishing of suitable and proper freight terminals, passen­
ger depots, waiting rooms, and accommodations or shelters in a city in this state or at a point 
on the highway traversed which the commissioner, after investigation by the department, 
may deem just and proper for the protection of passengers or property. 

(d) The commissioner shall require holders of household goods mover permits, charter 
carrier permits, and regular route passenger carrier certificates to file annual and other re­
ports including annual accounts of motor carriers, schedules of rates and charges, or other 
data by motor carriers, regulate motor carriers in matters affecting the relationship between 
them and the traveling and shipping public, and prescribe other rules as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this chapter. 

(e) A motor carrier subject to paragraph (d) but having gross revenues from for-hire 
transportation in a calendar year of less than $200,000 may, at the discretion of the commis­
sioner, be exempted from the filing of an annual report, if instead the motor carrier files an 
abbreviated annual report, in a form as may be prescribed by the commissioner, attesting that 
the motor carrier's gross revenues did not exceed $200,000 in the previous calendar year. 
Motor carrier gross revenues from for-hire transportation, for the purposes of this subdivi­
sion only, do not include gross revenues received from the operation of school buses as de­
fined in section 169.01, subdivision 6. 

(f) The commissioner shall enforce sections 169.781 to 169.783. 
(g) The commissioner shall make no rules relating to the granting, limiting, or modify­

ing of permits or certificates of convenience and necessity, which are powers granted to the 
board. 

(h) The board may extend the termini of a route or alter or change the route of a regular 
route common carrier upon petition and after finding that public convenience and necessity 
require an extension, alteration, or change. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 9, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 265 art 2 s 21 

221.0314 FEDERAL SAFETY REGULATIONS; ADOPTION. 
[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3. Waiver for physical defects, (a) A person who is not physically qualified to 
drive under subdivision 2, but who meets the other qualifications under subdivision 2, may 
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drive a motor vehicle if the commissioner grants a waiver to that person. The commissioner 
may grant a waiver to a person who is not physically qualified to drive under Code of Federal 
Regulations, title 49, section 391.41, paragraph (b)(1) or (b)(2), according to rules adopted 
under section 221.031. 

(b) The commissioner may grant a waiver to a person who is not physically qualified to 
drive under Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 391.41, paragraph (b)(3) to (b)( 13) 
for medical conditions for which waiver programs have been established by the United 
States Department of Transportation. Except as required in paragraphs (c) to (f), the commis­
sioner shall require the same information and follow the same procedure as the United States 
Department of Transportation in granting the waivers. The commissioner may continue to 
grant waivers under mis paragraph and paragraphs (c) to (f) after the United States Depart­
ment of Transportation has discontinued its waiver program for a specific medical condition 
if the commissioner determines that the waiver program is consistent with the safe operation 
of motor vehicles. 

(c) Despite federal requirements, the commissioner may grant a waiver to a person who 
does not have three years' experience in operating a commercial motor vehicle. 

(d) Despite federal requirements, a person who has been initially examined by a li­
censed physician and who has been granted a waiver for a diabetic condition may be regular­
ly examined by the person's treating physician every six months from the date a waiver is 
granted. 

(e) Despite federal requirements, the commissioner may grant a waiver to a person who 
requires insulin for controlling diabetes but who has not been using insulin for the three years 
preceding a waiver application if the applicant, in addition to the information required by 
paragraph (b), submits a statement from a licensed physician that includes: 

(1) the date and a description of each episode experienced by the person during the three 
years preceding a waiver application that involved a loss of consciousness or voluntary con­
trol due to hypoglycemia or hyperglycemia; 

(2) the person's prognosis for control of the diabetes; and 
(3) the physician's professional opinion about whether the person is medically qualified 

to exercise reasonable and ordinary control over a commercial motor vehicle on the public 
highways. 

(f) A person who is granted a waiver after submitting the information required in para­
graph (e) must, in addition, submit a statement from the person's treating physician every six 
months from the date a waiver is granted that includes the information described in para­
graph (e), clauses (1) and (2), and gives the physician's professional opinion about whether 
the person continues to be medically qualified to exercise reasonable and ordinary control 
over a commercial motor .vehicle on the public highways. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 11, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 265 art 2 s 22 

221.0335 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRANSPORTATION REGISTRATION; 
FEES. 

A person required to file a registration statement under section 106(c) of the federal 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Safety Act of 1990 may not transport a hazardous mate­
rial unless the person files an annual hazardous materials registration statement with the 
commissioner and pays a fee. The commissioner shall adopt rules to implement this section, 
including administration of the registration program and establishing registration fees. A fee 
may not exceed a person's annual registration fee under the federal act. Fees must be set in 
accordance with section 16A. 1285 to cover the costs of administering and enforcing this sec­
tion and the .costs of hazardous materials incident response capability under sections 
299A.48 to 299A.S2 and 299K.095. All fees collected under this section must be deposited in 
the general fund. 

History: 1995 c 233 art 2 s 51 
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3 MOTOR CASHIERS; PIPELINE CARRIERS 221.0355 

221.0355 UNIFORM HAZARDOUS MATERIAL AND HAZARDOUS WASTE 
REGISTRATION AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3. General requirements. Except as provided in subdivision 17, after October 1, 
1994: 

(a) No carrier, other than a public entity, may transport a hazardous material by motor 
vehicle in Minnesota unless it has complied with subdivision 4. 

(b) No carrier, other than a public entity, may transport a hazardous waste in Minnesota 
unless it has complied with subdivisions 4 and S. 

(c) No shipper may offer a designated hazardous material for shipment or cause a desig­
nated hazardous material to be transported or shipped in Minnesota unless it has complied 
with subdivision 7. 

(d) No carrier, other than a public entity, may transport a designated hazardous material 
by rail or water in Minnesota unless it has complied with subdivision 7a. 

(e) No public entity may transport a hazardous material or hazardous waste by motor 
vehicle in Minnesota unless it has complied with subdivision 8. 

[For text of subd 4, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. S. Hazardous waste transporters, (a) A carrier with its principal place of busi­
ness in Minnesota or who designates Minnesota as its base state shall file a disclosure state­
ment with and obtain a permit from the commissioner that specifically authorizes the trans­
portation of hazardous waste before transporting a hazardous waste in Minnesota. A carrier 
that designates another participating state as its base state shall file a disclosure statement 
with and obtain a permit from that state that specifically authorizes the transportation of haz­
ardous waste before transporting a hazardous waste in Minnesota. A registration is valid for 
one year from the date a notice of registration form is issued and a permit is valid for three 
years from the date issued or until a carrier fails to renew its registration, whichever occurs 
first. 

(b) A disclosure statement must include the information contained in part HI of the uni­
form application. A person who has direct management responsibility for a carrier's hazard­
ous waste transportation operations shall submit a full set of the person's fingerprints, with 
the carrier's disclosure statement, for identification purposes and to enable the commissioner 
to determine whether the person has a criminal record. The commissioner shall send the per­
son's fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and shall request the bureau to con­
duct a check of the person's criminal record. The commissioner shall not issue a notice of 
registration or permit to a hazardous waste transporter who has not made a full and accurate 
disclosure of the required information or paid the fees required by this subdivision. Making a 
materially false or misleading statement in a disclosure statement is prohibited. 

(c) The commissioner shall assess a carrier the actual costs incurred by the commission­
er for conducting the uniform program's required investigation of the information contained 
in a disclosure statement. 

(d) A permit under this subdivision becomes a license under section 221.03S, subdivi­
sion 1, on August 1,1996, and is subject to the provisions of section 221.03S until it expires. 

Subd. 6. Apportioned vehicle registration fee calculation, (a) An apportioned ve­
hicle registration fee shall be equal to the percentage of Minnesota transportation multiplied 
by the percentage of hazardous material transportation multiplied by the total number of ve­
hicles the carrier operates multiplied by a per-vehicle fee of $30. 

(b) A carrier shall calculate its percentage of Minnesota transportation and its percent­
age of hazardous material transportation as follows: 

(1) A carrier shall determine its percentage of Minnesota transportation by dividing the 
number of miles it traveled in Minnesota under the international registration plan, pursuant 
to section 168.187, during the previous year, by the number of miles it traveled in the United 
States and Canada under ue international registration plan during the previous year. If a car­
rier operated only in Minnesota, it must use 100 percent of the miles traveled as its percentage 
of Minnesota transportation. If a carrier does not register its vehicles through the internation-
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al registration plan, it must calculate the number of miles traveled in the manner required 
under the international registration plan. If a carrier operates more than one fleet under the 
international registration plan the carrier must add all miles traveled by all vehicles in all 
fleets to calculate its mileage. A Minnesota carrier who operates in an adjacent state under a 
reciprocal agreement with that state must include the miles operated under the agreement as 
miles traveled in Minnesota in calculating mileage under this clause. 

(2) A carrier shall determine its percentage of hazardous material transportation as fol­
lows: 

(i) for less-than-truckload shipments, it must divide the weight of the carrier's hazard­
ous material and hazardous waste shipments transported during the previous year by the total 
weight of all shipments transported during the previous year; or 

(ii) for truckload shipments, it must divide the number of shipments transported during 
the previous year for which placarding, marking, or manifesting, was required by Code of 
Federal Regulations, tide 49, part 172, by the total number of all shipments transported dur­
ing the previous year. 

(c) A carrier that transports both truckload and less-than-truckload shipments of haz­
ardous material or hazardous waste must determine its percentage of hazardous material 
transportation by calculating the absolute percentage of business that is hazardous material 
transportation on a proportional basis with the percentage of business that is not hazardous 
material transportation or by calculating its percentage within the ranges allowed following 
procedures under the uniform program. 

(d) A carrier may use data from its most recent complete fiscal year or the most recent 
complete calendar year in calculating the percentages required in this subdivision for trans­
portation conducted during the previous year. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 11, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 12. Suspension, revocation, and denial, (a) The commissioner may suspend or 
revoke a permit issued under this section or order the suspension of the transportation of haz­
ardous material or hazardous waste in Minnesota by a carrier who has obtained a permit from 
another participating state under the uniform program if the commissioner determines that a 
carrier: 

(1) committed a violation of Code ofFederal Regulations, tide 49, parts lOOto 180,383, 
387, or 390 to 397, while engaging in hazardous materials transportation if the violation 
posed an imminent hazard to the public or the environment; 

(2) made a knowing falsification of a material fact in a uniform application; 
(3) has received an unsatisfactory safety rating from the state or the United States De­

partment of Transportation; or 
(4) has exhibited reckless disregard for the public and the environment. 
(b) In determining if a carrier has exhibited reckless disregard for the public and the en­

vironment in violation of paragraph (a), clause (4), the commissioner shall consider: 
(1) whether the carrier has engaged in a pattern of violations of Code ofFederal Regula­

tions, title 49, parts 100 to 180,383,387, or 390 to 397, or regulations governing the manage­
ment of hazardous waste, while engaging in hazardous materials transportation, when the 
violations are viewed in relation to the number of truck-miles of hazardous material trans­
portation and the number of vehicles in the carrier's fleet; 

(2) the actual or potential level of environmental damage resulting from an incident or a 
violation of the federal regulations described in paragraph (a), clause (1); 

(3) the response by the carrier to an incident or a violation of the federal regulations de­
scribed in paragraph (a), clause (1); 

(4) the carrier's history of violations for the past three years; 
(5) any mitigating factors; and 
(6) other factors as justice requires, if the commissioner specifically identifies the addi­

tional factors in the order of suspension or revocation. 
(c) The commissioner may not issue a permit to a carrier if the commissioner deter­

mines mat a carrier's conduct would constitute grounds for suspension or revocation under 
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5 MOTOR CARRIERS; PIPELINE CARRIERS 221.131 

this subdivision. A carrier who wishes to contest a denial, suspension, or revocation is en­
titled to a hearing under chapter 14. 

[For text ofsubds 13 and 14, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. IS. Hazardous waste licenses, (a) From October 1,1994, until August 1,1996, 
the commissioner shall not register hazardous material transporters under section 221.0335 
or license hazardous waste transporters under section 221.035. A person who is licensed un­
der section 221.035 need not obtain a permit under subdivision 4 or 5 for the transportation of 
hazardous waste in Minnesota, until the person's license has expired. A carrier wishing to 
transport hazardous waste in another participating state shall obtain a permit under the uni­
form program authorizing the transportation. 

(b) The commissioner may refund fees paid under section 221.035, minus a proportion­
al amount calculated on a monthly basis for each month that a hazardous waste transporter 
license was valid, to a person who was issued a hazardous waste transporter license after May 
5,1994, who applied for a permit authorizing the transportation of hazardous waste under 
subdivisions 4 and 5 before October 1,1994, and who was subsequently issued that permit 
under the uniform program. 

[For text ofsubds 16 and 17, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 18. Deposit and use of fees. Fees received by the commissioner for administra­
tive processing and investigating information in a disclosure statement must be deposited in 
the state treasury and credited to the trunk highway fund. Notwithstanding section 221.82, 
registration fees collected under subdivisions 4,5,7, and 7a must be deposited in the state 
treasury, credited to the general fund, and used to cover the costs of hazardous materials inci­
dent response capability under sections 299A.48 to 299A.52 and 299K.095. 

History: 1995 c 260 s 1-6 

221.131 CARRIER VEHICLE REGISTRATION; FEES; IDENTIFICATION; CAB 
CARDS. 

Subdivision 1. Permit renewal. Permits issued under section 221.121 are effective for 
a 12-month period. A permit holder must renew the permit annually by registration of the 
vehicles operated under authority of that permit as required by subdivision 2. A permit holder 
has one annual renewal date encompassing all of the permits held by the holder. 

Subd. 2. Permit carriers; annual vehicle registration, (a) This subdivision applies 
only to holders of household goods mover permits and charter carrier permits. 

(b) The permit holder shall pay an annual registration fee of $40 on each vehicle, includ­
ing pickup and delivery vehicles, operated by the holder under authority of the permit during 
the 12-month period or fraction of the 12-month period. Trailers and semitrailers used by a 
permit holder in combination with power units may not be counted as vehicles in the com­
putation of fees under this section if the permit holder pays the fees for power units. 

(c) The commissioner shall furnish a distinguishing annual identification card for each 
vehicle or power unit for which a fee has been paid. The identification card must at all times 
be carried in the vehicle or power unit to which it has been assigned. An identification card 
may be reassigned to another vehicle or power unit upon application of the permit holder and 
payment of a transfer fee of $ 10. An identification card issued under this section is valid only 
for the period for which the permit is effective. 

(d) A fee of $ 10 is charged for the replacement of an unexpired identification card that 
has been lost. 

Subd. 2a. Vehicle identification. The permit holder must be identified on the power 
unit of each registered vehicle operated under the permit. Vehicles must show the name or the 
"doing business as" name of the permit holder operating the vehicle and the community and 
abbreviation of the state in which the permit holder maintains its principal office or in which 
the vehicle is customarily based. If the permit holder operates a leased vehicle, it may show 
its name and the name of the lessor on the vehicle, if the lease relationship is clearly shown. If 
the name of a person other than the operating permit holder appears on the vehicle, the words 
"operated by" must immediately precede the name of the permit holder. The name and ad-
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dress must be in letters that contrast sharply in color with the background, be readily legible 
during daylight hours from a distance of 50 feet while the vehicle is stationary, and be main­
tained in a manner that retains the legibility of the markings. The name and address may be 
shown by use of a removable device if that device meets the identification and legibility re­
quirements of this subdivision. 

Subd. 3. Certificate carriers; annual vehicle registration. Certificated passenger car­
riers' shall pay an annual registration fee of $40 for each vehicle, including pickup and deliv­
ery vehicles, operated during a calendar year. The commissioner shall issue distinguishing 
identification cards as provided in subdivision 2. 

Subd. 4. Cards; fees. The department may issue to carriers subject to subdivision 2 or 3 
special "floater" identification cards up to a maximum of five per motor carrier. Floater cards 
may be freely transferred between vehicles used under short-term leases by the motor carri­
er. The motor carrier shall pay a fee of $100 for each floater card issued. 

Subd. 5. Limitation. The provisions of this section are limited by applicable federal 
law. 

Subd. 6. [Repealed by amendment, 1995 c 265 art 2 s 23] 
Subd. 7. [Repealed by amendment, 1995 c 265 art 2 s 23] 
History: 1995 c 265 art 2 s 23 

221.132 PREPAID TEMPORARY VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION CARDS. 
The commissioner may issue a prepaid temporary vehicle identification card to a permit 

or certificate holder subject to section 221.131, subdivision 2 or 3, for a fee of $5 per card. 
The card must be preprinted by the commissioner with the carrier's name, address, and per­
mit or certificate number. The card may be used by the motor carrier to whom it is issued to 
identify a vehicle temporarily added to its fleet. The card must be executed by the motor car­
rier by dating and signing the card and describing the vehicle in which it will be carried. The 
identification card is valid for a period of ten days from the date the motor carrier places on 
the card when the card is executed. The card must be used within one year from the date of 
issuance by the commissioner. The card may not be used if the permit or certificate is not in 
full force and effect. The card may not be transferred. The commissioner may not refund the 
cost of unused prepaid temporary vehicle identification cards. 

History: 1995 c 265 art 2 s 24 

221.67 SERVICE OF PROCESS. 
The use of any of the public highways of this state for the transportation of persons or 

property for compensation by a motor carrier in interstate commerce shall be deemed an irre­
vocable appointment by the carrier of the secretary of state to be the carrier's true and lawful 
attorney upon whom may be served all legal process in any action or proceeding brought un­
der this chapter against the carrier or the carrier's executor, administrator, personal represen­
tative, heirs, successors or assigns. This use is a signification of agreement by the interstate 
motor carrier that any process in any action against the carrier or the carrier's executor, ad­
ministrator, personal representative, heirs, successors, or assigns which is so served shall be 
of the same legal force and validity as if served upon the carrier personally. Service shall be 
made according to section 5.25 and the plaintiff's affidavit of compliance with the provisions 
of this section and sections 221.60,221.65, and 221.68 must be attached to the summons. 

History: 1995 cl28artls5 
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