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CHAPTER 204B 

ELECTIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS 

204B.06 Filing for primary; affidavit of 204B.40 Ballots; election records and other 
candidacy. materials; disposition; inspection of 

204B.19 Election judges; qualifications. ballots. 
204B.32 Election expenses; payment. 

204B.06 FILING FOR PRIMARY; AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDACY. 
Subdivision 1. Form of affidavit. An affidavit of candidacy shall state the name of the 

office sought and shall state that the candidate: 
(a) is an eligible voter; 
(b) has no other affidavit on file as a candidate for any office at the same primary or next 

ensuing general election, except that a candidate for soil and water conservation district su
pervisor in a district not located in whole or in part in Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey, or Wash
ington county, may also have on file an affidavit of candidacy for mayor or council member 
of a statutory or home rule charter city of not more than 2,500 population contained in whole 
or in part in the soil and water conservation district or for town supervisor in a town of not 
more than 2,500 population contained in whole or in part in the soil and water conservation 
district; and 

(c) is, or will be on assuming the office, 21 years of age or more, and will have main
tained residence in the district from which the candidate seeks election for 30 days before the 
general election. 

An affidavit of candidacy must include a statement that the candidate's name as written 
on the affidavit for ballot designation is the candidate's true name or the name by which the 
candidate is commonly and generally known in the community. 

An affidavit of candidacy for partisan office shall also state the name of the candidate's 
political party or political principle, stated in three words or less. 

[For text ofsubds la to 7, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 222 s 2 

204B.19 ELECTION JUDGES; QUALD7ICATIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Individuals qualified to be election judges. Except as provided in sub

division 6, any individual who is eligible to vote in an election precinct is qualified to be ap
pointed as an election judge for that precinct subject to this section. If the files of the appoint
ing authority do not contain sufficient voters within a precinct who are qualified and willing 
to serve as election judges, election judges may be appointed who reside in another precinct 
in the same municipality, or for school district elections, in the same school district, whether 
or not the precinct where they reside is in the same county as the precinct where they will 
serve. If there are not sufficient voters within the municipality or school district who are qual
ified and willing to serve as election judges, election judges may be appointed who reside in 
the county where the precinct is located. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 6, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 34 s 1 

204B.32 ELECTION EXPENSES; PAYMENT. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 2. Allocation of election expenses. The secretary of state shall develop proce
dures for the allocation of election expenses among counties, municipalities, and school dis
tricts for elections that are held concurrently. The following expenses must be included in the 
procedures: salaries of election judges; postage for absentee ballots and applications; prepa-
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ration of polling places; preparation and testing of electronic voting systems; ballot prepara
tion; publication of election notices and sample ballots; transportation of ballots and election 
supplies; and compensation for administrative expenses of the county auditor, municipal 
clerk, or school district clerk. 

History: 1995 c8s3 

204B.40 BALLOTS; ELECTION RECORDS AND OTHER MATERIALS; 
DISPOSITION; INSPECTION OF BALLOTS. 

The county auditors and municipal clerks shall retain all election materials returned to 
them after any election for at least one year from the date of that election. The county auditor 
may also retain election materials from school district elections. All election materials in
volved in a contested election shall be retained for one year or until the contest has been final
ly determined, whichever is later. Abstracts filed by canvassing boards shall be retained per
manently by any officer with whom those abstracts are filed. Election materials no longer 
required to be retained pursuant to this section shall be disposed of in accordance with sec
tions 138.163 to 138.21. Sealed envelopes containing voted ballots must be retained un
opened, except as provided in this section, in a secure location. The county auditor, munici
pal clerk, or school district clerk shall not permit any voted ballots to be tampered with or 
defaced. 

After the time for filing a notice of contest for an election has passed, the secretary of 
state may open the sealed ballot envelopes and inspect the ballots for that election maintained 
by the county auditors, municipal clerks, or school district clerks for the purpose of monitor
ing and evaluating election procedures. No inspected ballot may be marked or identified in 
any manner. After inspection, all ballots must be returned to the ballot envelope and the ballot 
envelope must be securely resealed. 

History: 7995 c 8 s 4 
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