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CHAPTER 174 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

174.02 Commissioner's powers and duties. 174.315 Special transportation; ambulance 
174.24 Public transit subsidy program. services prohibited. 
174.30 Operating standards for special 174.51 Minnesota state transportation bonds, 

transportation service. 174.70 Public safety radio communications. 

174.02 COMMISSIONER'S POWERS AND DUTIES. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. la. Mission; efficiency. It is part of the department's mission that within the de­
partment's resources the commissioner shall endeavor to: 

(1) prevent the waste or unnecessary spending of public money; 
(2) use innovative fiscal and human resource practices to manage the state's resources 

and operate the department as efficiently as possible; 
(3) coordinate the department's activities wherever appropriate with the activities of 

other governmental agencies; 
(4) use technology where appropriate to increase agency productivity, improve custom­

er service, increase public access to information about government, and increase public par­
ticipation in the business of government; 

(5) utilize constructive and cooperative labor-management practices to the extent 
otherwise required by chapters 43 A and 179A; 

(6) include specific objectives in the performance report required under section 15.91 to 
increase the efficiency of agency operations, when appropriate; and 

(7) recommend to the legislature, in the performance report of the department required 
under section 15.91, appropriate changes in law necessary to carry out the mission of the de­
partment. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 6, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 248 art 11 s 12 

174.24 PUBLIC TRANSIT SUBSIDY PROGRAM. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5a, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 6. Service contracts, (a) Any legislatively established public transit commission 
or authority, county, or statutory or home rule charter city that (1) is located outside the met­
ropolitan area, and (2) provides financial assistance to or operates public transit, may provide 
paratransit as a complement to fixed route service as required in United States Code, title 42, 
section 12143, as amended through December 31, 1994, outside its jurisdictional bound­
aries. 

(b) Service described in paragraph (a) may be provided only if (1) the commission, au­
thority, county, or city enters into a contract for the service with a political subdivision, indi­
vidual, or private entity for the service, and (2) the contract requires full or partial payment to 
the commission, authority, county, or city for the cost of the service. 

History: 7995 c 101 s 1 

174.30 OPERATING STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION SER­
VICE. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.I 994] 

Subd. 2. Authority to adopt; purpose and content; rulemaking. The commissioner 
of transportation shall adopt by rule standards for the operation of vehicles used to provide 
special transportation service which are reasonably necessary to protect the health and safety 
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of individuals using that service. The commissioner, as far as practicable, consistent with the 
purpose of the standards, shall avoid adoption of standards that unduly restrict any public or 
private entity or person from providing special transportation service because of the admin­
istrative or other cost of compliance. 

Standards adopted under this section must include but are not limited to: 
(a) qualifications of drivers and attendants, including driver training requirements that 

must be met before a driver provides special transportation; 
(b) safety of vehicles and necessary safety equipment; 
(c) general requirements concerning inspection and maintenance of vehicles, replace­

ment vehicles, standard vehicle equipment, and specialized equipment necessary to ensure 
vehicle usability and safety for disabled persons; and 

(d) minimum insurance requirements. 
The commissioner shall consult with the council on disability before making a decision 

on a variance from the standards. 

[For text ofsubd 2a, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3. Other standards; wheelchair securement. (a) A special transportation ser­
vice that transports individuals occupying wheelchairs is subject to the provisions of sections 
299A.11 to 299A.18 concerning wheelchair securement devices. The commissioners of 
transportation and public safety shall cooperate in the enforcement of this section and sec­
tions 299A.11 to 299A.18 so that a single inspection is sufficient to ascertain compliance 
with sections 299A. 11 to 299A. 18 and with the standards adopted under this section. Repre­
sentatives of the department of transportation may inspect wheelchair securement devices in 
vehicles operated by special transportation service providers to determine compliance with 
sections 299A. 11 to 299A. 18 and to issue certificates under section 299A. 14, subdivision 4. 

(b) In place of a certificate issued under section 299 A. 14, the commissioner may issue a 
decal under subdivision 4 for a vehicle equipped with a wheelchair securement device if the 
device complies with sections 299A. 11 to 299A. 18 and the decal displays the information in 
section 299A. 14, subdivision 4. 

Subd. 4. Vehicle and equipment inspection; decal. (a) The commissioner shall in­
spect or provide for the inspection of vehicles at least annually. In addition to scheduled 
annual inspections and reinspections scheduled for the purpose of verifying that deficiencies 
have been corrected, unannounced inspections of any vehicle may be conducted. 

(b) On determining that a vehicle or vehicle equipment is in a condition that is likely to 
cause an accident or breakdown, the commissioner shall require the vehicle to be taken out of 
service immediately. The commissioner shall require that vehicles and equipment not meet­
ing standards be repaired and brought into conformance with the standards and shall require 
written evidence of compliance from the operator before allowing the operator to return the 
vehicle to service. 

(c) The commissioner shall provide in the rules procedures for inspecting vehicles, re­
moving unsafe vehicles from service, determining and requiring compliance, and reviewing 
driver qualifications. 

(d) The commissioner shall design a distinctive decal to be issued to special transporta­
tion service providers with a current certificate of compliance under this section. A decal is 
valid for one year from the last day of the month in which it is issued. A person who is subject 
to the operating standards adopted under this section may not provide special transportation 
service in a vehicle that does not conspicuously display a decal issued by the commissioner. 

[For text ofsubds 4a and 5, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 6. Preemption of other requirements, (a) Notwithstanding any other law, ordi­
nance, or resolution to the contrary, an operator of special transportation service that has been 
issued a current certificate of compliance under subdivision 4a for vehicles used to provide 
that service is not required to obtain any other state or local permit, license or certificate as a 
condition of operating the vehicles for that purpose. This subdivision does not exempt any 
vehicle from the requirements imposed on vehicles generally as a condition of using the pub­
lic streets and highways. 
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57 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 174.51 

(b) The requirements of sections 169.781 to 169.783 and chapter 221 do not apply to 
vehicles when they are being operated under a current certificate of compliance issued by the 
commissioner. 

[For text ofsubd 7, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 8. Administrative penalties. The commissioner may issue an order requiring 
violations of this section and the operating standards adopted under this section to be cor­
rected and assessing monetary penalties of up to $ 1,000 for all violations identified during a 
single inspection, investigation, or audit. Section 221.036 applies to administrative penalty 
orders issued under this section or section 174.315. The commissioner shall suspend, with­
out a hearing, a special transportation service provider's certificate of compliance for failure 
to pay, or make satisfactory arrangements to pay, an administrative penalty when due. 

Penalties collected under this section must be deposited in the state treasury and cred­
ited to the trunk highway fund. 

Subd. 9. Complaint data; classification. When information is furnished to the depart­
ment of transportation that alleges a violation of this section, an operating standard adopted 
under this section, or section 174.315, the following data are classified as confidential data or 
protected nonpublic data: 

(1) names of complainants; 
(2) complaint letters; and 
(3) other unsolicited data when furnished by a person who is not the subject of the data 

and who is not a department employee. 
History: 7995 c 155 s 3-8 

174.315 SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION; AMBULANCE SERVICES PRO­
HIBITED. 

Subdivision 1. Prohibition. Special transportation services shall not provide or offer 
transportation to persons who might reasonably require ambulance service, as defined in sec­
tion 144.801, subdivision 4, while in the special transportation vehicle. The commissioner of 
transportation shall investigate all complaints alleging violations of this section. When re­
quested, the commissioner of health shall assist the commissioner of transportation in deter­
mining whether a violation occurred. 

Subd. 2. Data classified. Data relating to an individual's physical condition or medical 
treatment collected, received, or maintained by the department of transportation under this 
section are private data on individuals. The commissioner of transportation may disclose 
data classified as private data on individuals to the commissioner of health to the extent nec­
essary to determine if a violation of this section occurred. 

Subd. 3. Penalties. Notwithstanding section 174.30, subdivision 8, the commissioner 
of transportation may issue an order assessing a monetary penalty of up to $10,000 for a 
violation of this section. The minimum penalty for a third violation of this section within 
three years shall be revocation of the certificate issued under section 174.30, subdivision 4a. 
A person whose certificate is revoked under this section may appeal the commissioner's ac­
tion in a contested case proceeding under chapter 14. 

History: 7995 c 155 s 9 

174.51 MINNESOTA STATE TRANSPORTATION BONDS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 2. Sale; general obligations. The bonds shall be sold upon sealed bids and upon 
notice, at a price, in form and denominations, bearing interest at a rate or rates, maturing in 
amounts and on dates, without option of prior redemption or subject to prepayment upon no­
tice and at times and prices, payable at a bank or banks within or outside the state, with or 
without provisions for registration, conversion, exchange, and issuance of temporary bonds 
or notes in anticipation of the sale or delivery of definitive bonds, and in accordance with 
further provisions, as the commissioner of finance shall determine subject to the approval of 
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the attorney general, but not subject to the provisions of sections 14.02,14.04 to 14.28,14.38, 
14.44 to 14.45, and 14.57 to 14.62. Each bond shall mature within 20 years from its date of 
issue and shall be executed by the commissioner of finance and attested by the state treasurer 
under their official seals. The signatures on the bonds and on any interest coupons and the 
seals may be printed or otherwise reproduced, except that each bond shall be authenticated 
by the manual signature on its face of one of the officers or of a person authorized to sign on 
behalf of a bank designated by the commissioner of finance as registrar or other authenticat­
ing agent. The commissioner of finance shall ascertain and certify to the purchasers of the 
bonds the performance and existence of all acts, conditions, and things necessary to make 
them valid and binding general obligations of the state of Minnesota, subject to the approval 
of the attorney general. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 6, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c 233 art 2 s 56 

PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 

174.70 PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO COMMUNICATIONS. 
The commissioner of transportation may exercise the powers granted in this chapter 

and in sections 473.891 to 473.905, to plan and implement the communications system as 
provided in sections 473.891 to 473.905. 

History: 7995 c 195 art 1 s 1 
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