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[For text ofsubds 1 to 20, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 21. School bus. "School bus" means a motor vehicle used to transport pupils to or 
from a school defined in section 120.101, or to or from school-related activities, by the 
school or a school district or by someone under an agreement with the school or a school dis
trict. A school bus does not include a motor vehicle transporting children to or from school 
for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from a school district, a motor 
coach operating under charter carrier authority, a transit bus providing services as defined in 
section 174.22, subdivision 7, or a vehicle otherwise qualifying as a type III vehicle under 
section 169.01, subdivision 6, paragraph (5), when the vehicle is properly registered and in
sured and being driven by an employee or agent of a school district for nonscheduled trans
portation. 

[For text ofsubds 22 to 27, see M.S.1994] 

History: lSpl995 c 3 art 2 s 40 

171.015 DRIVER'S LICENSE DIVISION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 5. Powers and duties transferred. All the powers and duties now vested in or 
imposed upon the department of children, families, and learning and the department of trans
portation relating to drivers' training as prescribed by section 171.04, are hereby transferred 
to, vested in, and imposed upon the commissioner of public safety. The duties of the depart
ment of children, families, and learning and the department of transportation with reference 
to such training as heretofore constituted are hereby abolished. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S.1994] 

History: lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13 

171.02 LICENSES: TYPES, ENDORSEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 2a. Exceptions. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, (1) a hazardous materials en
dorsement is not required to operate a vehicle having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 
pounds or less while carrying in bulk tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons of petroleum 
products and (2) a class CC license or hazardous materials endorsement is not required to 
operate a farm vehicle as defined in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 390.5, hav
ing a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less while carrying in bulk tanks a total of not 
more than 1,500 gallons of liquid fertilizer. 
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[For text ofsubds 3 and 4, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 95 s 7; 1995 c 174 s 3 

171.04 PERSONS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR DRIVER'S LICENSES. 
Subdivision 1. Persons not eligible. The department shall not issue a driver's license 

hereunder: 
(1) To any person who is under the age of 16 years; to any person under 18 years unless 

such person shall have successfully completed a course in driver education, including both 
classroom and behind-the-wheel instruction, approved by the state board of education for 
courses offered through the public schools, or, in the case of a course offered by a private, 
commercial driver education school or institute, by the department of public safety; except 
when such person has completed a course of driver education in another state or has a pre
viously issued valid license from another state or country; nor to any person under 18 years 
unless the application of license is approved by either parent when both reside in the same 
household as the minor applicant, otherwise the parent or spouse of the parent having custo
dy or with whom the minor is living in the event there is no court order for custody, or guard
ian having the custody of such minor, or in the event a person under the age of 18 has no living 
father, mother or guardian, the license shall not be issued to such person unless the applica
tion therefor is approved by the person's employer. Driver education courses offered in any 
public school shall be open for enrollment to persons between the ages of 15 and 18 years 
residing in the school district or attending school therein. Any public school offering driver 
education courses may charge an enrollment fee for the driver education course which shall 
not exceed the actual cost thereof to the public school and the school district. The approval 
required herein shall contain a verification of the age of the applicant; 

(2) To any person whose license has been suspended during the period of suspension 
except that a suspended license may be reinstated during the period of suspension upon the 
licensee furnishing proof of financial responsibility in the same manner as provided in the 
Minnesota no-fault automobile insurance act; 

(3) To any person whose license has been revoked except upon furnishing proof of fi
nancial responsibility in the same manner as provided in the Minnesota no-fault automobile 
insurance act and if otherwise qualified; 

(4) To any person who is a drug dependent person as defined in section 254A.02, subdi
vision 5; 

(5) To any person who has been adjudged legally incompetent by reason of mental ill
ness, mental deficiency, or inebriation, and has not been restored to capacity, unless the de
partment is satisfied that such person is competent to operate a motor vehicle with safety to 
persons or property; 

(6) To any person who is required by this chapter to take an examination, unless such 
person shall have successfully passed such examination; 

(7) To any person who is required under the provisions of the Minnesota no-fault auto
mobile insurance act of this state to deposit proof of financial responsibility and who has not 
deposited such proof; 

(8) To any person when the commissioner has good cause to believe that the operation 
of a motor vehicle on the highways by such person would be inimical to public safety or wel
fare; 

(9) To any person when, in the opinion of the commissioner, such person is afflicted 
with or suffering from such physical or mental disability or disease as will affect such person 
in a manner to prevent the person from exercising reasonable and ordinary control over a 
motor vehicle while operating the same upon the highways; nor to a person who is unable to 
read and understand official signs regulating, warning, and directing traffic; 

(10) To a child for whom a court has ordered denial of driving privileges under section 
260.191, subdivision 1, or 260.195, subdivision 3a, until the period of denial is completed; or 

(11) To any person whose license has been canceled, during the period of cancellation. 
[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 226 art 3 s 13 
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171.06 APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSES, PERMITS; FEES. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 2. Fees, (a) The fees for a license and Minnesota identification card are as fol
lows: 
Classified Driver License C-$ 18.50 CC-$22.50 B-$29.50 A-$37.50 
Classified Under 21 D.L. C-$ 18.50 CC-$22.50 B-$29.50 A-$ 17.50 
Instruction Permit $ 9.50 
Duplicate Driver or Under 21 License or 
duplicate identification card $ 8.00 
Minnesota identification card other than duplicate, 
except as otherwise provided in section 171.07, 
subdivisions 3 and 3a $12.50 

[For text ofsubds 2a to 4, see M.S.1994] 

History: 1995 c 265 art 2 s 19 

171.07 INFORMATION ON LICENSES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1994 J 

Subd. la. Filing photographs or images; data classification. The department shall 
file, or contract to file, all photographs or electronically produced images obtained in the pro
cess of issuing driver licenses or Minnesota identification cards. The photographs or elec
tronically produced images shall be private data pursuant to section 13.02, subdivision 12. 
Notwithstanding section 13.04, subdivision 3, the department shall not be required to pro
vide copies of photographs orelectronically produced images to data subjects. The use of the 
files is restricted: 

(1) to the issuance and control of driver licenses; 
(2) for law enforcement purposes in the investigation and prosecution of crimes; and 
(3) for child support enforcement purposes under section 256.978. 

[For text ofsubds lb to 9, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 10. Agreements with other agencies. The commissioner of public safety is au
thorized to enter into agreements with other agencies to issue cards to clients of those agen
cies for use in their programs. The cards may be issued to persons who do not qualify for a 
Minnesota driver's license or do not provide evidence of name and identity as required by 
rule for a Minnesota identification card. Persons issued cards under this subdivision will 
meet the identification verification requirements of the contracting agency. 

The interagency agreement may include provisions for the payment of the county fee 
provided in section 171.06, subdivision 4, and the actual cost to manufacture the card. 

Cards issued under this subdivision are not Minnesota identification cards for the pur
poses defined in sections 48.512, 201.061, 201.161, 332.50, and 340A.503. 

History: 1995 c 207 art 2 s 3; 1995 c 259 art I s 36 
NOTE: The amendment to subdivision In by Laws 1995, chapter 259, article I, section 36, is effective July 1. 1998. Sec 

Laws 1995, chapter 259, article 1, section 63. 

171.071 PHOTOGRAPHS ON LICENSES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS. 
Subdivision 1. Religious objection. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 171.07, 

the commissioner of public safety may adopt rules to permit identification on a driver's li
cense or Minnesota identification card in lieu of a photograph or electronically produced 
image where the commissioner finds that the licensee has religious objections to the use of a 
photograph or electronically produced image. 

Subd. 2. Certain headwear permitted. If an accident involving a head injury, serious 
illness, or treatment of the illness has resulted in hair loss by an applicant for a driver's license 
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or identification card, the commissioner shall permit the applicant to wear a hat or similar 
headwear in the photograph or electronically produced image. The hat or headwear must be 
of an appropriate size and type to allow identification of the holder of the license or card and 
must not obscure the holder's face. 

History: 1995 c 7 s 1 

171.12 DRIVING RECORDS; FILING; PRIVATE DATA; SURCHARGE. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3. Applications and records, when destroyed. The department may cause ap
plications for drivers' licenses and instruction permits, and related records, to be destroyed 
immediately after the period for which issued, except that: 

(1) the driver's record pertaining to revocations, suspensions, cancellations, disqualifi
cations, convictions, and accidents shall be cumulative and kept for a period of at least five 
years; and 

(2) the driver's record pertaining to the alcohol-related offenses and licensing actions 
listed in section 169.121, subdivision 3, and to violations of sections 169.1211 and 171.24, 
subdivision 5, shall be cumulative and kept for a period of at least 15 years. 

[For text of subd 3a, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3b. Record of improper suspension destroyed. Notwithstanding subdivision 3 
or section 138.163, when an order for suspension of a driver's license issued pursuant to sec
tion 171.186 is rescinded because the license was improperly suspended and all rights of ap
peal have been exhausted or have expired, the commissioner shall remove the record of that 
suspension from the computer records that are disclosed to persons or agencies outside the 
driver and vehicle services division of the department of public safety. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 8, see M.S.1994] 

History: 7995 c 257 art 1 s 10; 1995 c 259 art 1 s 37 

171.13 EXAMINATION. 
Subdivision 1. Applicants. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the commis

sioner shall examine each applicant for a driver's license by such agency as the commission
er directs. This examination must include a test of applicant's eyesight; ability to read and 
understand highway signs regulating, warning, and directing traffic; knowledge of traffic 
laws; knowledge of the effects of alcohol and drugs on a driver's ability to operate a motor 
vehicle safely and legally, and of the legal penalties and financial consequences resulting 
from violations of laws prohibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influ
ence of alcohol or drugs; knowledge of railroad grade crossing safety; knowledge of slow-
moving vehicle safety; knowledge of traffic laws related to bicycles; an actual demonstration 
of ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the operation of a motor vehicle; and 
other physical and mental examinations as the commissioner finds necessary to determine 
the applicant's fitness to operate a motor vehicle safely upon the highways, provided, further 
however, no driver's license shall be denied an applicant on the exclusive grounds that the 
applicant's eyesight is deficient in color perception. Provided, however, that war veterans 
operating motor vehicles especially equipped for handicapped persons, shall, if otherwise 
entitled to a license, be granted such license. The commissioner shall make provision for giv
ing these examinations either in the county where the applicant resides or at a place adjacent 
thereto reasonably convenient to the applicant. 

[For text of subd la, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. lb. Driver's manual; alcohol consumption, (a) The commissioner shall in
clude in each subsequent edition of the driver's manual published by the department a chap
ter relating to: 

(1) the effect of alcohol consumption on highway safety and on the ability of drivers to 
safely operate motor vehicles; 
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(2) a summary of the laws of Minnesota on operating a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; and 

(3) the legal penalties and financial consequences resulting from violations of laws pro
hibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

(b) This chapter shall also include information on the dangers of driving at alcohol con
centration levels below the legal limit for alcohol concentration, and specifically state that: 

(1) there is no "safe" level or amount of alcohol that an individual can assume will not 
impair one's driving performance or increase the risk of a crash; 

(2) a driver may be convicted of driving while impaired whether or not the driver's alco
hol concentration exceeds the legal limit for alcohol concentration; and 

(3) a person under the legal drinking age may be convicted of illegally consuming alco
hol if found to have consumed any amount of alcohol, and if that person was driving during or 
after the consumption of alcohol is subject to driver's license suspension. 

[For text ofsubds lc to le, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. If. Driver's manual; bicycle traffic. The commissioner shall include in each 
edition of the driver's manual published by the department after August 1, 1995, a section 
relating to bicycle traffic laws, including any changes in the law which affect bicycle traffic. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 5, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 1995 c72s 3,4; 1995 c 104 s 2,3 

171.166 REVIEW OF DISQUALIFICATION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 3. Reconsideration of license disqualification, (a) Within 30 days after receiv
ing notice of possible disqualification under subdivision 2, the individual who is the subject 
of the review may request reconsideration of the notice of possible disqualification. The indi
vidual must submit the request for reconsideration to the commissioner in writing. The indi
vidual must present information to show that the information the commissioner relied upon 
is incorrect or not applicable for disqualification of the individual being reviewed. 

(b) The commissioner may set aside the disqualification if the commissioner finds that 
the information the commissioner relied upon is incorrect or not applicable for disqualifica
tion of the individual being reviewed. 

(c) The commissioner shall notify the applicant or license holder in writing of the recon
sideration decision within 15 working days after receiving the request for reconsideration. 
The disqualification takes effect 20 days after the person receives the reconsideration deci
sion. 

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1995 c 56 s 2] 
History: 1995 c 56 s 1 

171.18 SUSPENSION. 
Subdivision 1. Offenses. The commissioner may suspend the license of a driver with

out preliminary hearing upon a showing by department records or other sufficient evidence 
that the licensee: 

(1) has committed an offense for which mandatory revocation of license is required 
upon conviction; 

(2) has been convicted by a court for violating a provision of chapter 169 or an ordi
nance regulating traffic and department records show that the violation contributed in caus
ing an accident resulting in the death or personal injury of another, or serious property dam
age; 

(3) is an habitually reckless or negligent driver of a motor vehicle; 
(4) is an habitual violator of the traffic laws; 
(5) is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle as determined in a judicial proceeding; 
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(6) has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use of the license; 
(7) has committed an offense in another state that, if committed in this state, would be 

grounds for suspension; 
(8) has committed a violation of section 169.444, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), within 

five years of a prior conviction under that section; 
(9) has committed a violation of section 171.22, except that the commissioner may not 

suspend a person's driver's license based solely on the fact that the person possessed a ficti
tious or fraudulently altered Minnesota identification card; 

(10) has failed to appear in court as provided in section 169.92, subdivision 4; or 
(11) has failed to report a medical condition that, if reported, would have resulted in can

cellation of driving privileges. 
However, an action taken by the commissioner under clause (2) or (5) must conform to 

the recommendation of the court when made in connection with the prosecution of the licens
ee. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1994] 

History: lSp!995 c 3 art 2 s 41 

171.186 SUSPENSION; NONPAYMENT OF SUPPORT. 
Subdivision 1. Suspension. The commissioner shall suspend a person's driver's license 

or operating privileges without a hearing upon receipt of a court order or notice from a public 
authority responsible for child support enforcement that states that the driver is in arrears in 
court-ordered child support or maintenance payments, or both, in an amount equal to or 
greater than three times the obligor's total monthly support and maintenance payments, and 
is not in compliance with a written payment agreement regarding both current support and 
arrearages approved by a court, an administrative law judge, or the public authority responsi
ble for child support enforcement, in accordance with section 518.551, subdivision 13. 

Subd. 2. Notice. Upon suspending a driver's license or operating privileges under this 
section, the department shall immediately notify the licensee, in writing, by mailing a notice 
addressed to the licensee at the licensee's last known address. 

Subd. 3. Duration. A license or operating privilege must remain suspended and may 
not be reinstated, nor may a license be subsequently issued to the person, until the commis
sioner receives notice from the court, an administrative law judge, or public authority re
sponsible for child support enforcement that the person is in compliance with all current or
ders of support or written payment agreements regarding both current support and arrear
ages. A fee may not be assessed for reinstatement of a license under this section. 

History: 1995 c 257 art 1 s 11 

171.20 LICENSES MUST BE SURRENDERED. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1994] 

Subd. 4. Reinstatement fee. A person whose driver's license has been suspended under 
section 171.16, subdivision 2; 171.18, except subdivision 1, clause (10); or 171.182, or who 
has been disqualified from holding a commercial driver's license under section 171.165 
must pay a $20 fee before the license is reinstated. When this fee is collected by a county-op
erated office of deputy registrar, a $3.50 handling charge is imposed. The handling charge 
must be deposited in the treasury of the place for which the deputy registrar was appointed 
and the $20 reinstatement fee must be deposited in an approved state depository as directed 
under section 168.33, subdivision 2. A suspension may be rescinded without fee for good 
cause. 

History: 1995 c 265 art 2 s 20 

171.29 REVOKED LICENSE; EXAMINATION FOR NEW LICENSE. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1994] 
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Subd. 2. Fees, allocation, (a) A person whose driver's license has been revoked as pro
vided in subdivision 1, except under section 169.121 or 169.123, shall pay a $30 fee before 
the driver's license is reinstated. 

(b) A person whose driver's license has been revoked as provided in subdivision 1 under 
section 169.121 or 169.123 shall pay a $250 fee plus a $10 surcharge before the driver's li
cense is reinstated. The $250 fee is to be credited as follows: 

(1) Twenty percent shall be credited to the trunk highway fund. 
(2) Fifty-five percent shall be credited to the general fund. 
(3) Eight percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the bureau of 

criminal apprehension account. Money in this account may be appropriated to the commis
sioner of public safety and the appropriated amount shall be apportioned 80 percent for labo
ratory costs and 20 percent for carrying out the provisions of section 299C.065. 

(4) Twelve percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the alcohol-
impaired driver education account. Money in the account may be appropriated to the com
missioner of children, families, and learning for programs in elementary and secondary 
schools. 

(5) Five percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the traumatic 
brain injury and spinal cord injury account. $100,000 is annually appropriated from the ac
count to the commissioner of human services for traumatic brain injury case management 
services. The remaining money in the account is annually appropriated to the commissioner 
of health to establish and maintain the traumatic brain injury and spinal cord injury registry 
created in section 144.662 and to reimburse the commissioner of economic security for the 
reasonable cost of services provided under section 268A.03, clause (o). 

(c) The $ 10 surcharge shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the remote 
electronic alcohol monitoring pilot program account. Up to $250,000 is annually appro
priated from this account to the commissioner of corrections for a remote electronic alcohol 
monitoring pilot program. The unencumbered balance remaining in the first year of the bien-
nium does not cancel but is available for the second year. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 7995 c 226 art 5 s 2; lSpl995 c 3 art 16 s 13 

171.30 LIMITED LICENSE. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 2a, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3. Conditions on issuance. The commissioner shall issue a limited license re
stricted to the vehicles whose operation is permitted only under a Class A, Class B, or Class 
CC license whenever a Class A, Class B, or Class CC license has been suspended under sec
tion 171.18, or revoked under section 171.17, for violation of the highway traffic regulation 
act committed in a private passenger motor vehicle. This subdivision shall not apply to any 
persons described in section 171.04, subdivision 1, clauses (4), (5), (6), (8), (9), and (11), or 
any person whose license or privilege has been suspended or revoked for a violation of sec
tion 169.121 or 169.123, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with ei
ther of those sections. 

[For text of subd 4, see M.S. 1994] 

History: 7995 c 230 s 10 

171.321 QUALIFICATIONS OF SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3. Study of applicant, (a) Before issuing or renewing a school bus endorsement, 
the commissioner shall conduct a criminal and driver's license records check of the appli
cant. The commissioner may also conduct the check at any time while a person is so licensed. 
The check shall consist of a criminal records check of the state criminal records repository 
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and a check of the driver's license records system. If the applicant has resided in Minnesota 
for less than five years, the check shall also include a criminal records check of information 
from the state law enforcement agencies in the states where the person resided during the five 
years before moving to Minnesota, and of the national criminal records repository including 
the criminal justice data communications network. The applicant's failure to cooperate with 
the commissioner in conducting the records check is reasonable cause to deny an application 
or cancel a school bus endorsement. The commissioner may not release the results of the re
cords check to any person except the applicant. 

(b) The commissioner may issue to an otherwise qualified applicant a temporary school 
bus endorsement, effective for no more than 120 days, upon presentation of (1) an affidavit 
by the applicant that the applicant has not been convicted of a disqualifying offense and (2) a 
criminal history check from each state of residence for the previous five years. The criminal 
history check may be conducted and prepared by any public or private source acceptable to 
the commissioner. 

Subd. 4. Training. No person shall drive a class A, B, C, or D school bus when trans
porting school children to or from school or upon a school-related trip or activity without 
having demonstrated sufficient skills and knowledge to transport students in a safe and legal 
manner. A bus driver must have training or experience that allows the driver to meet at least 
the following competencies: 

(1) safely operate the type of school bus the driver will be driving; 
(2) understand student behavior, including issues relating to students with disabilities; 
(3) encourage orderly conduct of students on the bus and handle incidents of miscon

duct appropriately; 
(4) know and understand relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school bus safety 

policies; 
(5) handle emergency situations; and 
(6) safely load and unload students. 
The commissioner of public safety, in conjunction with the commissioner of children, 

families, and learning, shall develop a comprehensive model school bus driver training pro
gram and model assessments for school bus driver training competencies, which are not sub
ject to chapter 14. A school district may use alternative assessments for bus driver training 
competencies with the approval of the commissioner of public safety. 

Subd. 5. Annual evaluation. A school district's pupil transportation safety director, the 
chief administrator of a nonpublic school, or a private contractor shall certify annually to the 
commissioner of public safety that, at minimum, each school bus driver meets the school bus 
driver training competencies under subdivision 4 and shall report the number of hours of in-
service training completed by each driver. A school district, nonpublic school, or private 
contractor also shall provide in-service training annually to each school bus driver. A dis
trict, nonpublic school, or private contractor also shall check the license of each person who 
transports students for the district with the National Drivers Register or the department of 
public safety annually. The school board must approve and forward the competency certifi
cation and in-service report to the commissioner of public safety. 

History: lSpl995 c 3 art 2 s 42-44; art 16 s 13 

171.3215 CANCELING BUS ENDORSEMENTS FOR CERTAIN OFFENSES. 
Subdivision 1. Definitions, (a) As used in this section, the following terms have the 

meanings given them. 
(b) "School bus driver" means a person possessing a school bus driver's endorsement 

on a valid Minnesota driver's license or a person possessing a valid Minnesota driver's li
cense who drives a vehicle with a seating capacity often or less persons used as a school bus. 

(c) "Disqualifying offense" includes any felony offense, any misdemeanor, gross mis
demeanor, or felony violation of chapter 152, or any violation under section 609.3451, 
609.746, subdivision 1, or 617.23 or while driving, operating, or being in physical control of 
a school bus or a Head Start bus, a violation of section 169.121,169.129, or a similar statute 
or ordinance from another state. 
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(d) "Head Start bus driver" means a person possessing a valid Minnesota driver's li
cense: 

(1) with a passenger endorsement, who drives a Head Start bus; 
(2) with a school bus driver's endorsement, who drives a Head Start bus; or 
(3) who drives a vehicle with a seating capacity often or fewer persons used as a Head 

Start bus. 
Subd. 2. Cancellation for disqualifying and other offenses. Within ten days of receiv

ing notice under section 631.40, subdivision la, or otherwise receiving notice for a nonresi
dent driver, that a school bus driver has been convicted of a disqualifying offense, the com
missioner shall permanently cancel the school bus driver's endorsement on the offender's 
driver's license and in the case of a nonresident, the driver's privilege to operate a school bus 
in Minnesota. A school bus driver whose endorsement or privilege to operate a school bus in 
Minnesota has been permanently canceled may not apply for reinstatement. Within ten days 
of receiving notice under section 631.40, subdivision 1 a, or otherwise receiving notice for a 
nonresident driver, that a school bus driver has been convicted of a gross misdemeanor, or a 
violation of section 169.121, 169.129, or a similar statute or ordinance from another state, 
and within ten days of revoking a school bus driver's license under section 169.123, the com
missioner shall cancel the school bus driver's endorsement on the offender's driver's license 
or the nonresident's privilege to operate a school bus in Minnesota for five years. After five 
years, a school bus driver may apply to the commissioner for reinstatement. Even after five 
years, cancellation of a school bus driver's endorsement or a nonresident's privilege to oper
ate a school bus in Minnesota for a violation under section 169.121,169.123,169.129, or a 
similar statute or ordinance from another state, shall remain in effect until the driver provides 
proof of successful completion of an alcohol or controlled substance treatment program. For 
a first offense, proof of completion is required only if treatment was ordered as part of a 
chemical use assessment. Within ten days of receiving notice under section 631.40, subdivi
sion la, or otherwise receiving notice for a nonresident driver, that a school bus driver has 
been convicted of a fourth moving violation in the last three years, the commissioner shall 
cancel the school bus driver's endorsement on the offender's driver's license or the nonresi
dent's privilege to operate a school bus in Minnesota until one year has elapsed since the last 
conviction. A school bus driver who has no new convictions after one year may apply for 
reinstatement. Upon canceling the offender's school bus driver's endorsement, the commis
sioner shall immediately notify the licensed offender of the cancellation in writing, by depos
iting in the United States post office a notice addressed to the licensed offender at the licensed 
offender's last known address, with postage prepaid thereon. 

[For text of subd 2a, see M.S.1994] 

Subd. 3. Background check. Before issuing or renewing a driver's license with a 
school bus driver's endorsement, the commissioner shall conduct an investigation to deter
mine if the applicant has been convicted of committing a disqualifying offense, four moving 
violations in the previous three years, a violation of section 169.121, 169.129, or a similar 
statute or ordinance from another state, a gross misdemeanor, or if the applicant's driver's 
license has been revoked under section 169.123. The commissioner shall not issue a new bus 
driver's endorsement and shall not renew an existing bus driver's endorsement if the appli
cant has been convicted of committing a disqualifying offense. The commissioner shall not 
issue a new bus driver's endorsement and shall not renew an existing bus driver's endorse
ment if, within the previous five years, the applicant has been convicted of committing a 
violation of section 169.121,169.129, or a similar statute or ordinance from another state, a 
gross misdemeanor, or if the applicant's driver's license has been revoked under section 
169.123, or if, within the previous three years, the applicant has been convicted of four mov
ing violations. An applicant who has been convicted of violating section 169.121,169.129, 
or a similar statute or ordinance from another state, or who has had a license revocation under 
section 169.123 within the previous ten years must show proof of successful completion of 
an alcohol or controlled substance treatment program in order to receive a bus driver's en
dorsement. For a first offense, proof of completion is required only if treatment was ordered 
as part of a chemical use assessment. A school district or contractor that employs a nonresi
dent school bus driver must conduct a background check of the employee's driving record 
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and criminal history in both Minnesota and the driver's state of residence. Convictions for 
disqualifying offenses, gross misdemeanors, a fourth moving violation within the previous 
three years, or violations of section 169.121, 169.129, or a similar statute or ordinance in 
another state, must be reported to the department of public safety. 

[For text ofsubd 4, see M.S. 1994] 

History: lSpl995 c 3 art 2 s 45-47 
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