T MINNESOTA STATUTES 199 SOPPLEMENT

29 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.01
CHAPTER 169
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

169.01 Definitions. 169.4503  Additional Minnesota school bus

169.041 Towing authorized. body standards.

169.06 Signs, signals, markings. 169.451 School bus and Head Start bus

169.121 Drivers under influence of alcohol or inspection; rules; penalty.
controlled substance. 169.4511  School bus accidents; reinspection.

169.1217  Vehicle forfeiture for commission of 169.452  Accident and serious incident

- designated offenses. reporting.

169.14 Speed restrictions. 169.454 Type 1II vehicle standards.

169.18 Driving rules. 169.64 Prohibited lights; exceptions.

169.21 Pedestrians. 169.67 Brakes.

- 169.222  Operation of bicycles. 169.781 Annual inspection of commercial

169.26 Special stops at railroads. motor vehicles.

169.305  Controlled access rules and penalties. 169.79 Vehicle registration.

169.345 Parking privileges for physically 169.81 Height and length limitations.
disabled. 169.851 Weight record.

169.435 State school bus safety 169.862 Permits for wide loads of baled
administration. agricultural products.

169.441 School bus identification. 169.973  Regulation of clinics; director.

169.444  Safety of school children; duties of 169.974  Motorcycles, motor scooters and
other drivers. motor bikes.

169.4502  Additional Minnesota school bus
chassis standards.

169.01 DEFINITIONS.
[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 6. School bus. “School bus” means a motor vehicle used to transport pupils to or
from a school defined in section 120.101, or to or from school-related activities, by the
school or a school district, or by someone under an agreement with the school or a school
district. A school bus does not include a motor vehicle transporting children to or from school
for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from a school district, a motor
coach operating under charter carrier authority, a transit bus providing services as defined in
section 174.22, subdivision 7, or a vehicle otherwise qualifying as a type III vehicle under
paragraph (5), when the vehicle is properly registered and insured and being driven by an
employee or agent of a school district for nonscheduled transportation. A school bus may be
type A, type B, type C, or type D, or type III as follows:

(1) A “type A school bus” is a conversion or body constructed upon a van—type compact
truck or a front—section vehicle, with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less,
designed for carrying more than ten persons.

(2) A “type B school bus” is a conversion or body constructed and installed upon a van
or front-section vehicle chassis, or stripped chassis, with a gross vehicle weight rating of
more than 10,000 pounds, designed for carrying more than ten persons. Part of the engine is
beneath or behind the windshield and beside the driver’s seat. The entrance door is behind the
front wheels.

* (3) A “type C school bus” is a body installed upon a flat back cowl chassis with a gross
vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds, designated for carrying more than ten per-
sons. All of the engine is in front of the windshield and the entrance door is behind the front
wheels.

(4) A “type D school bus™ is a body installed upon a chassis, with the engine mounted in
the front, midship or rear, with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds,
designed for carrying more than ten persons. The engine may be behind the windshield and
beside the driver’s seat; it may be at the rear of the bus, behind the rear wheels, or midship
between the front and rear axles. The entrance door is ahead of the front wheels.

(5) Type III school buses and type III Head Start buses are restricted to passenger cars,
station wagons, vans, and buses having a maximum manufacturer’s rated seating capacity of
ten people, including the driver, and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. In
this subdivision, “gross vehicle weight rating” means the value specified by the manufactur-
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er as the loaded weight of a single vehicle. A “type III school bus” and “type IIT Head Start
bus” must not be outwardly equipped and identified as a type A, B, C, or D school bus or type
A, B, C, or D Head Start bus.

[For text of subds 7 to 81, see M.S.1994]
History: ISp1995c 3 art2 s 30

169.041 TOWING AUTHORIZED.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 3. Four-hour waiting period. In enforcing state and local parking and traffic
laws, a towing authority may not tow, or allow or require the towing of, a motor vehicle from
public property for a parking or traffic violation until four hours after issuance of the traffic
ticket or citation, except as provided in this section or as provided for an unauthorized vehicle
in section 168B.04.

Subd. 4. Towing allowed. A towing authority may tow a motor vehicle without regard
to the four-hour waiting period if:

(1) the vehicle is parked in violation of snow emergency regulations;

(2) the vehicle is parked in a rush-hour restricted parking area;

(3) the vehicle is blocking a driveway, alley, or fire hydrant;

(4) the vehicle is parked in a bus lane, or at a bus stop, during hours when parking is
prohibited;

(5) the vehicle is parked within 30 feet of a stop sign and visually blocking the stop sign;

(6) the vehicle is parked in a handicap transfer zone or handicapped parking space with-
out a handicapped parking certificate or handicapped license plates;

(7) the vehicle is parked in an area that has been posted for temporary restricted parking
(i) at least 12 hours in advance in a home rule charter or statutory city having a population
under 50,000, or (ii) at least 24 hours in advance in another political subdivision;

(8) the vehicle is parked within the right—of-way of a controlled access highway or
within the traveled portion of a public street when travel is allowed there;

(9) the vehicle is unlawfully parked in a zone that is restricted by posted signs to use by
fire, police, public safety, or emergency vehicles;

(10) the vehicle is unlawfully parked on property at the Minneapolis—St. Paul Interna-
tional Airport owned by the metropolitan airports commission;

(11) a law enforcement official has probable cause to believe that the vehicle is stolen,
or that the vehicle constitutes or contains evidence of a crime and impoundment is reason-
ably necessary to obtain or preserve the evidence;

(12) the driver, operator, or person in physical control of the vehicle is taken into custo-
dy and the vehicle is impounded for safekeeping;

(13) alaw enforcement official has probable cause to believe that the owner, operator, or
person in physical control of the vehicle has failed to respond to five or more citations for
parking or traffic offenses;

(14) the vehicle is unlawfully parked in a zone that is restricted by posted signs to use by
taxicabs;

(15) the vehicle is unlawfully parked and prevents egress by a lawfully parked vehicle;

(16) the vehicle is parked, on a school day during prohibited hours, in a school zone on a
public street where official signs prohibit parking; or

(17) the vehicle is a junk, abandoned, or unauthorized vehicle, as defined in section
168B.011, and subject to immediate removal under chapter 168B.

[For text of subd 5, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 6. Private property. This section does not restrict the authority of the owner of
private property to authorize under chapter 168B the towing of a motor vehicle unlawfully
parked on the private property.
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[For text of subd 7. see M.S.1994]
History: 1995 ¢ 137 s 10-12

169.06 SIGNS, SIGNALS, MARKINGS.

Subdivision 1. Uniform system. The commissioner shall adopt a manual and specifica-
tions for a uniform system of traffic—control devices consistent with the provisions of this
chapter for use upon highways within this state. Such uniform system shall correlate with and
so far as possible conform to the system then current as approved by the American Associa-
tion of State Highway Officials. The manual and specifications must include the design and
wording of minimum-maintenance road signs. The adoption of the manual and specifica-
tions by the commissioner as herein provided is specifically exempted from the provisions
and requirements of sections 14.02, 14.04 to 14.28, 14.38, 14.44t0 14.45,and 14.57 t0 14.62
and acts amendatory thereto.

[For text of subds 2 to 8, see M.S.1994]
History: /995 ¢ 233 art 2 5 56

169.121 DRIVERS UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE.

[For text of subds | to 11, see M.S5.1994]

Subd. 12. Driver education programs. Driver training courses offered through the
public schools and driver training courses offered by private or commercial schools or insti-
tutes shall include instruction which must encompass at least:

(1) information on the effects of consumption of beverage alcohol products and the use
of illegal drugs, prescription drugs, and nonprescription drugs on the ability of a person to
operate a motor vehicle;

(2) the hazards of driving while under the influence of alcohol or drugs; and

(3) the legal penalties and financial consequences resulting from violations of laws pro-
hibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

History: /1995¢ 104 s 1

169.1217 VEHICLE FORFEITURE FOR COMMISSION OF DESIGNATED OF-
FENSES.

Subdivision 1. Definitions, As used in this section, the following terms have the mean-
ings given them:

(a) “Appropriate agency” means a law enforcement agency that has the authority to
make an arrest for a violation of a designated offense.

(b) “Designated offense’ includes a violation of section 169.121, an ordinance in con-
formity with it, or 169.129:

(1) within five years of three prior impaired driving convictions or three prior license
revocations based on separate incidents;

(2) within 15 years of the first of four or more prior impaired driving convictions or the
first of four or more prior license revocations based on separate incidents;

(3) by a person whose driver’s license or driving privileges have been canceled under
section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (8); or

(4) by a person who is subject to arestriction on the person’s driver’s license under sec-
tion 171.09 which provides that the person may not use or consume any amount of alcohol or
a controlled substance.

“Designated offense” also includes a violation of section 169.121, subdivision 3, para-
graph (c), clause (4):

(1) within five years of two prior impaired driving convictions or two prior license re-
vocations based on separate incidents; or
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(2) within 15 years of the first of three or more prior impaired driving convictions or the
first of three or more prior license revocations based on separate incidents.

(c) “Motor vehicle™ and “vehicle” have the meaning given “motor vehicle” in section
169.121, subdivision 11. The terms do not include a vehicle which is stolen or taken in viola-
tion of the law.

(d) “Owner” means the registered owner of the motor vehicle according to records of
the department of public safety and includes a lessee of a motor vehicle if the lease agreement
has a term of 180 days or more.

(e) “Prior impaired driving conviction” has the meaning given it in section 169.121,
subdivision 3. A prior impaired driving conviction also includes a prior juvenile adjudication
that would have been a prior impaired driving conviction if committed by an adult.

(f) “Prior license revocation” has the meaning given it in section 169.121, subdivision

(g) “Prosecuting authority” means the attorney in the jurisdiction in which the desig-
nated offense occurred who is responsible for prosecuting violations of a designated offense.

[For text of subds 2 to 6, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 7. Limitations on forfeiture of motor vehicles. (2) A vehicle is subject to forfei-
ture under this section only if:

(1) the driver is convicted of the designated offense upon which the forfeiture is based;
or

(2) the driver fails to appear with respect to the designated offense charge in violation of
section 609.49.

(b) A vehicle encumbered by a bona fide security interest, or subject to a lease that has a
term of 180 days or more, is subject to the interest of the secured party or lessor unless the
party or lessor had knowledge of or consented to the act upon which the forfeiture is based.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), the secured party’s or lessor’s interest in a vehicle is
not subject to forfeiture based solely on the secured party’s or lessor’s knowledge of the act or
omission upon which the forfeiture is based if the secured party or lessor took reasonable
steps to terminate use of the vehicle by the offender.

(d) A motor vehicle is subject to forfeiture under this section only if its owner knew or
should have known of the unlawful use or intended use.

(e) A vehicle subject to a security interest, based upon a loan or other financing arranged
by a financial institution, is subject to the interest of the financial institution.

Subd. 8. Forfeiture procedure. (a) A motor vehicle used to commit a designated of-
fense is subject to forfeiture under this subdivision.

(b) A separate complaint shall be filed against the vehicle, describing it, and specifying
that it was used in the commission of a designated offense and specifying the time and place
of its unlawful use. If the person charged with a designated offense appears in court as re-
quired and is not convicted of the offense, the court shall dismiss the complaint against the
vehicle and order the property returned to the person legally entitled to it. If the lawful owner-
ship of the vehicle used in the commission of a designated offense can be determined and it is
found the owner was not privy to commission of a designated offense, the vehicle shall be
returned immediately.

Subd. 9. Disposition of forfeited vehicles. (a) If the court finds under subdivision 8 that
the vehicle is subject to forfeiture, it shall order the appropriate agency to:

(1) sell the vehicle and distribute the proceeds under paragraph (b); or

(2) keep the vehicle for official use. If the agency keeps a forfeited motor vehicle for
official use, it shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that the motor vehicle is available for
use by the agency’s officers who participate in the drug abuse resistance education program.

(b) The proceeds from the sale of forfeited vehicles, after payment of seizure, storage,
forfeiture, and sale expenses, and satisfaction of valid liens against the property, must be for-
warded to the treasury of the political subdivision that employs the appropriate agency re-
sponsible for the forfeiture for use in DWI-related enforcement, training and education. If
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the appropriate agency is an agency of state government, the net proceeds must be forwarded
to the state treasury and credited to the general fund.

History: 1995 ¢ 97 s 1-3; 1995 ¢ 2305 8,9

169.14 SPEED RESTRICTIONS.
[For text of subds 1 to Sc, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 5d. Speed zoning in work zones; surcharge. (a) The commissioner, on trunk
highways and temporary trunk highways, and local authorities, on streets and highways un-
der their jurisdiction, may authorize the use of reduced maximum speed limits in highway
work zones. The commissioner or local authority is not required to conduct an engineering
and traffic investigation before authorizing a reduced speed limit in a highway work zone.

(b) The minimum highway work zone speed limit is 20 miles per hour. The work zone
speed limit must not reduce the established speed limit on the affected street or highway by
more than 15 miles per hour, except that the highway work zone speed limit shall not exceed
40 miles per hour. Highway work zone speed limits are effective on erection of appropriate
regulatory speed limit signs. The signs must be removed or covered when they are not re-
quired. A speed greater than the posted highway work zone speed limit is unlawful.

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, “‘highway work zone” means a segment of highway
or street where aroad authority or its agent is constructing, reconstructing, or maintaining the
physical structure of the roadway, its shoulders, or features adjacent to the roadway, includ-
ing underground and overhead utilities and highway appurtenances.

(d) Notwithstanding section 609.0331 or 609.101 or other law to the contrary, a person
who violates a speed limit established under paragraph (b), or who violates any other provi-
sion of this section or section 169.141 while in a highway work zone, is assessed an addition-
al surcharge equal to the amount of the fine imposed for the speed violation, but not less than
$25.

[For text of subds Se to 11, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 12. Radar jammer. For purposes of this section, “radar jammer” means any
instrument, device, or equipment designed or intended for use with a vehicle or otherwise to
jam or interfere in any manner with a speed—measuring device operated by a peace officer.

No person shall sell, offer for sale, use, or possess any radar jammer in this state.
History: 1995¢c 118 s 1; 1995¢c 265art 25 18

169.18 DRIVING RULES.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 3. Passing. The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of ve-
hicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to the limitations, exceptions, and special
rules hereinafter stated:

(1) the driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction
shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the right side of the
roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle;

(2) except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an over-
taken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible warn-
ing, and shall not increase the speed of the overtaken vehicle until completely passed by the
overtaking vehicle; and

(3) the operator of a motor vehicle overtaking a bicycle or individual proceeding in the
same direction on the roadway shall leave a safe distance, but in no case less than three feet
clearance, when passing the bicycle or individual and shall maintain clearance until safely
past the overtaken bicycle or individual.

[For text of subds 4 to 10, see M.S.1994]
History: 1995¢ 72 s 1
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169.21 PEDESTRIANS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 2. Rights in absence of signals. (a) Where traffic—control signals are not in place
orin operation the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right—of—way, slowing down or stopping
if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk but no pedes-
trian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a
vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield. This provision shall not
apply under the conditions as otherwise provided in this subdivision.

(b) When any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any unmarked crosswalk at
an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle
approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass the stopped vehicle.

(c) It is unlawful for any person to drive a motor vehicle through a column of school
children crossing a street or highway or past amember of a school safety patrol or adult cross-
ing guard, while the member of the school safety patrol or adult crossing guard is directing
the movement of children across a street or highway and while the school safety patrol mem-
ber or adult crossing guard is holding an official signal in the stop position. A person who
violates this paragraph is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person who violates this paragraph a
second or subsequent time within one year of a previous conviction under this paragraph is
guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

[For text of subds 3 t0 5, see M.S.1994]
History: /Sp1995c¢ 3 art2 s 31

169.222 OPERATION OF BICYCLES.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 4. Riding on roadways or shoulders. (a) Every person operating a bicycle upon
a roadway shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway
except under any of the following situations:

(i) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;

(ii) when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway;

(iii) when reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including fixed or moving objects,
vehicles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow width lanes, that make it unsafe to
continue along the right-hand curb or edge.

(b) If a bicycle is traveling on a shoulder of a roadway, the bicycle shall travel in the
same direction as adjacent vehicular traffic.

(c) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway or shoulder shall not ride more than two
abreast and shall not impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic and, on a laned
roadway, shall ride within a single lane.

(d) A person operating a bicycle upon a sidewalk, or across a roadway or shoulder on a
crosswalk, shall yield the right—of-way to any pedestrian and shall give an audible signal
when necessary before overtaking and passing any pedestrian. No person shall ride a bicycle
upon a sidewalk within a business district unless permitted by local authorities. Local autho-
rities may prohibit the operation of bicycles on any sidewalk or crosswalk under their juris-
diction.

(e) An individual operating a bicycle or other vehicle on a bikeway shall leave a safe
distance when overtaking a bicycle or individual proceeding in the same direction on the
bikeway, and shall maintain clearance until safely past the overtaken bicycle or individual.

A person lawfully operating a bicycle on a sidewalk, or across a roadway or shoulder on
acrosswalk, shalt have all the rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian under the same cir-
cumstances.

[For text of subds 5 to 11, see M.S.1994]
History: 1995¢ 72 s 2
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169.26 SPECIAL STOPS AT RAILROADS.
[For text of subds 1 to 2, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 3. Driver training. All driver education courses approved by the commissioner
of children, families, and learning and the commissioner of public safety must include
instruction on railroad-highway grade crossing safety. The commissioner of children, fami-
lies, and learning and the commissioner of public safety shall by rule establish minimum
standards of course content relating to operation of vehicles at railroad-highway grade
crossings.

History: ISp1995c3art 165 13

169.305 CONTROLLED ACCESS RULES AND PENALTIES.

Subdivision 1. Entrances and exits; crossovers; use by pedestrians and nonmoto-
rized vehicles; signs; rules. (a) No person shall drive a vehicle onto or from any controlled
access highway except at such entrances and exits as are established by public authority.

(b) When special crossovers between the main roadways of a controlled access highway
are provided for emergency vehicles or maintenance equipment and such crossovers are
signed to prohibit “U” turns, it shall be unlawful for any vehicle, except an emergency ve-
hicle, maintenance equipment, or construction equipment including contractor’s and state—
owned equipment when operating within a marked construction zone, to use such crossover.
Vehicles owned and operated by elderly and needy persons under contract with the commis-
sioner of transportation pursuant to section 160.282 for maintenance services on highway
rest stop and tourist centers outside the seven—county metropolitan area as defined in section
473.121, may also use these crossovers while those persons are proceeding to or from work
in the rest area or tourist center if authorized by the commissioner, and the vehicle carries on
its roof a distinctive flag designed and issued by the commissioner. For the purposes of this
clause “emergency vehicle” includes a tow truck or towing vehicle if it is on the way to the
location of an accident or a disabled vehicle.

(c) The commissioner of transportation may by order, and any public authority may by
ordinance, with respect to any controlled access highway under their jurisdictions prohibit or
regulate the use of any such highway by pedestrians, bicycles, or other nonmotorized traffic,
or by motorized bicycles, or by any class or kind of traffic which is found to be incompatible
with the normal and safe flow of traffic.

(d) The commissioner of transportation or the public authority adopting any such pro-
hibitory rules shall erect and maintain official signs on the controlled access highway on
which such rules are applicable and when so erected no person shall disobey the restrictions
stated on such signs.

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1994]
History: 1995¢ 186 s 119

169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGES FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED.

Subdivision 1. Scope of privilege. A vehicle that prominently displays the certificate
authorized by this section or that bears license plates issued under section 168.021, may be
parked by or for a physically disabled person:

(1) in a designated parking space for disabled persons, as provided in section 169.346;
and

(2) in a metered parking space without obligation to pay the meter fee and without time
restrictions unless time restrictions are separately posted on official signs.

For purposes of this subdivision, a certificate is prominently displayed if it is displayed
so that it may be viewed from the front and rear of the vehicle by hanging it from the rearview
mirror attached to the front windshield of the vehicle. If there is no rearview mirror or if the
certificate holder’s disability precludes placing the certificate on the mirror, the placard must
be displayed on the dashboard on the driver’s side of the vehicle. No part of the certificate
may be obscured.
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Notwithstanding clauses (1) and (2), this section does not permit parking in areas pro-
hibited by sections 169.32 and 169.34, in designated no parking spaces, or in parking spaces
reserved for specified purposes or vehicles. A local governmental unit may, by ordinance,
prohibit parking on any street or highway to create a fire lane, or to accommodate heavy traf-
fic during morning and afternoon rush hours and these ordinances also apply to physically
disabled persons.

[For text of subds 2 and 2a, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 3. Identifying certificate. (a) The division of driver and vehicle services in the -
department of public safety shall issue (1) immediately, a temporary permit valid for 30 days,
if the person is eligible for the certificate issued under this paragraph, and (2) a special identi-
fying certificate for a motor vehicle when a physically disabled applicant submits proof of
physical disability under subdivision 2a. The commissioner shall design separate certificates
for persons with permanent and temporary disabilities that can be readily distinguished from
each other from outside a vehicle at a distance of 25 feet. The certificate is valid for six years,
if the disability is specified in the physician’s or chiropractor’s statement as permanent, and
is valid for a period not to exceed six months, if the disability is specified as temporary.

(b) When the commissioner is satisfied that a motor vehicle is used primarily for the
purpose of transporting physically disabled persons, the division may issue without charge
(1) immediately, a temporary permit valid for 30 days, if the operator is eligible for the certif-
icate issued under this paragraph, and (2) a special identifying certificate for the vehicle. The
operator of a vehicle displaying the certificate or temporary permit has the parking privileges
provided in subdivision 1 while the vehicle is in use for transporting physically disabled per-
sons. The certificate issued to a person transporting physically disabled persons must be re-
newed every third year. On application and renewal, the person must present evidence that
the vehicle continues to be used for transporting physically disabled persons.

(c) A certificate must be made of plastic or similar durable material and must bear its
expiration date prominently on both sides. A certificate issued prior to January 1, 1994, must
bear its expiration date prominently on its face and will remain valid until that date or Decem-
ber 31, 2000, whichever shall come first. A certificate issued to a temporarily disabled person
must display the date of expiration of the duration of the disability, as determined under para-
graph (a). Each applicant must be provided a summary of the parking privileges and restric-
tions that apply to each vehicle for which the certificate is used. The commissioner may
charge a fee of $5 for issuance or renewal of a certificate or temporary permit, and a fee of $5
for a duplicate to replace a lost, stolen, or damaged certificate or temporary permit. The com-
missioner shall not charge a fee for issuing a certificate to a person who has paid a fee for
issuance of a temporary permit.

Subd. 4. Unauthorized use; revocation; penalty. If a peace officer or authorized agent
of the citizen enforcement program finds that the certificate or temporary permit is being im-
properly used, the officer or agent shall report the violation to the division of driver and ve-
hicle services in the department of public safety and the commissioner of public safety may
revoke the certificate or temporary permit. A person who uses the certificate or temporary
permit in violation of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of $500.

History: 1995 c 85 s 24

169.435 STATE SCHOOL BUS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 2. School bus safety advisory committee. (a) The commissioner of public safety
shall establish the school bus safety advisory committee. The commissioner shall provide the
committee with meeting space and clerical support. The commissioner of public safety or the
commissioner’s designee shall chair the committee. The members of the committee also
shall include:

(1) the commissioner of children, families, and learning or the commissioner’s desig-
nee;

(2) the commissioner of human rights or the commissioner’s designee;
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(3) a county or city attorney;

(4) a representative of the state patrol;

(5) a school board member;

(6) a school superintendent;

(7) two school bus drivers, one representing the metropolitan area and one representing
greater Minnesota;

(8) two school transportation contractors, one representing the metropolitan areas and
one representing greater Minnesota;

(9) two school transportation safety directors, one representing the metropolitan area
and one representing greater Minnesota; and

(10) five public members, including at least four parents of children who ride a school
bus, among them a parent of a child with a disability. The public members shall be geographi-
cally representative.

The commissioner of public safety, in consultation with the commissioner of children,
families, and learning, shall appoint the members listed in clauses (3) to (9). The governor
shall appoint the public members in clause (10). Terms, compensation, and removal of com-
mittee members shall be according to section 15.059. The committee shall meet quarterly or
as required by the chair.

(b) The duties of the committee shall include:

(1) an annual report by January 15 to the governor and the education committees of the
legislature, including recommendations for legislative action when needed, on student bus
safety education, school bus equipment requirements and inspection, bus driver licensing,
training, and qualifications, bus operation procedures, student behavior and discipline, rules
of the road, school bus safety education for the public, or any other aspects of school trans-
portation safety the committee considers appropriate;

(2) aquarterly review of all school transportation accidents, crimes, incidents of serious
misconduct, incidents that result in serious personal injury or death, and bus driver dismiss-
als for cause; and

(3) periodic review of school district comprehensive transportation safety policies.

Subd. 3. Pupil transportation safety director. The commissioner of public safety or
the commissioner’s designee shall serve as pupil transportation safety director.

The duties of the pupil transportation safety director shall include:
(1) overseeing all department activities related to school bus safety;

(2) assisting in the development, interpretation, and implementation of laws and poli-
cies relating to school bus safety;

(3) supervising preparation of the school bus inspection manual;

(4) in conjunction with the department of children, families, and learning, assisting
school districts in developing and implementing comprehensive transportation policies; and

(5) providing information requested by the school bus safety advisory committee.
History: 1Sp1995c3art 165 13

169.441 SCHOOL BUS IDENTIFICATION. _
[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 5. Optional markings; rules. A school district or technical college may elect to
show on the front and rear of the school buses that it owns or contracts for, a plainly visible,
summary message explaining section 169.444, subdivisions 1 and 2. If the school district or
technical college elects to display the message, it must conform with the rules of the commis-
sioner of children, families, and learning. The commissioner shall adopt rules governing the
size, type, design, display, and content of the summary message that may be shown.

History: ISp1995c3art 165 13

169.444 SAFETY OF SCHOOL CHILDREN; DUTIES OF OTHER DRIVERS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1994]
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Subd. 2. Violations by drivers;- penalties. (a) A person who fails to stop a vehicle or to
keep it stopped, as required in subdivision 1, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
of not less than $300.

(b) A person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor if the person fails to stop a motor vehicle
orto keep it stopped, as required in subdivision 1, and commits either or both of the following
acts:

(1) passes or attempts to pass the school bus in a motor vehicle on the right-hand, pas-
senger—door side of the bus; or

(2) passes or attempts to pass the school bus in a motor vehicle when a school child is
outside of and on the street or highway used by the school bus or on the adjacent sidewalk.

[For text of subds 3 to 8, see M.S.1994]
History: I1Sp1995c 3 art2s 32

169.4502 ADDITIONAL MINNESOTA SCHOOL BUS CHASSIS STANDARDS.
[For text of subds | to 3, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 4. Coloer. Fenders may be painted black. The hood may be painted nonreflective
black or nonreflective yellow. The grill may be manufacturer’s standard color or chrome.

[For text of subds 5 to 12, see M.S.1994]
History: 1Sp1995 ¢ 3 art 2 s 33

169.4503 ADDITIONAIL. MINNESOTA SCHOOL BUS BODY STANDARDS.
[For text of subds I to 10, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 10a. Emergency equipment; first aid kits. A first aid kit, and a body fluids
cleanupKkit is required regardless of the age of the vehicle. They must be contained in remov-
able, moisture— and dust—proof containers mounted in an accessible place within the driver’s
compartment of the school bus and must be marked to indicate their identity and location.

[For text of subds 11 to 24, see M.S.1994]
History: ISp1995c 3 art2s 34

169.451 SCHOOL BUS AND HEAD START BUS INSPECTION; RULES;
PENALTY.

[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 5. Random spot inspections. In addition to the annual inspection, the Minnesota
state patrol has authority to conduct random, unannounced spot inspections of any school
bus or Head Start bus being operated within the state at the location where the bus is kept
when not in operation to ascertain whether its construction, design, equipment, and color
comply with all provisions of law, including the Minnesota school bus equipment standards
in sections 169.4501 to 169.4504.

History: 1Sp1995 ¢ 3 art 25 35

169.4511 SCHOOL BUS ACCIDENTS; REINSPECTION.

Subdivision 1. Postcrash inspection. A peace officer responding to an accident involv-
ing a school bus or Head Start bus must immediately notify the state patrol if the accident
results in death or serious personal injury on the school bus, or property damage to the school
bus of an apparent extent of more than $4,400. No person shall drive or knowingly permit or
cause to be driven, for the purpose of transporting students, any school bus or Head Start bus
after such an accident unless:

(1) the vehicle has been inspected by the Minnesota state patrol and the state patrol has
determined that the vehicle may safely be operated; or
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(2) a waiver has been granted under subdivision 2.

A violation of this section is a misdemeanor.

Subd. 2. Waiver. A state trooper or designee of the Minnesota state patrol called to the
scene of an accident by a responding peace officer under subdivision 1 may waive the inspec-
tion requirement of subdivision 1 if the trooper or state patrol designee determines that a
postcrash inspection is not needed or cannot be accomplished without unreasonable delay.
The trooper or state patrol designee granting a waiver must provide to the driver of the school
bus for which the waiver is granted a written statement that the inspection has been waived.
The written statement must include the incident report number assigned to the accident by
the state patrol.

History: 1Sp1995¢ 3 art2 s 36

169.452 ACCIDENT AND SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORTING.

The department of public safety shall develop uniform definitions of a school bus acci-
dent, an incident of serious misconduct, and an incident that results in personal injury or
death. The department shall determine what type of information on school bus accidents and
incidents, including criminal conduct, and bus driver dismissals for cause should be col-
lected and develop a uniform accident and incident reporting form to collect those data, in-
cluding data relating to type III vehicles, statewide. In addition to the form, the department
shall have an altermative method of reporting that allows school districts to use computer
technology to provide the required information. School districts shall report the information
required by the department using either format. A school district must not be charged for re-
porting forms or reporting procedures under this section. Data collected under this section
shall be analyzed to help develop accident, crime, and misconduct prevention programs.
This section is not subject to chapter 14.

History: 1Sp1995 c 3 art 2 s 37

169.454 TYPE 111 VEHICLE STANDARDS.
[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 5. First aid kit. A minimum of a ten—unit first aid kit, and a body fluids cleanup
kit is required. They must be contained in removable, moisture- and dust—proof containers
mounted in an accessible place within the driver’s compartment and must be marked to indi-
cate their identity and location.

[For text of subds 6 to 12, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 13. Exemption. When a vehicle otherwise qualifying as a type III vehicle under
section 169.01, subdivision 6, paragraph (5), whether owned and operated by a school dis-
trict or privately owned and operated, is used to transport school children in a nonscheduled
situation, it shall be exempt from the vehicle requirements of this section and the licensing
requirements of section 171.321, if the vehicle is properly registered and insured and oper-
ated by an employee or agent of a school district with a valid driver’s license.

History: /1Sp1995 ¢ 3 art 2 5 38,39

169.64 PROHIBITED LIGHTS; EXCEPTIONS.
[For text of subds 1 t0 9, see M.S5.1994]

Subd. 10. Covering lamps and reflectors. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), it is
prohibited for any person to:

(1) equip a motor vehicle with any equipment or material that covers a head lamp, tail
lamp, or reflector; or

(2) operate a motor vehicle fitted with or otherwise having equipment or material that
covers a head lamp, tail lamp, or reflector.

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to:
(1) any manufacturer’s original equipment or material;

Copyright © 1995 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.




MINNESOTA STATUTES 1995 SUPPLEMENT

169.64 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 40

(2) any equipment or material that is clear and colorless; or
(3) the covering for auxiliary lights required under section 169.56.

History: 1995c¢ 120 s 1

169.67 BRAKES.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 3. Trailers, semitrailers. (a) No trailer or semitrailer with a gross weight of 3,000
or more pounds, or a gross weight that exceeds the empty weight of the towing vehicle, may -
be drawn on a highway unless it is equipped with brakes that are adequate to control the
movement of and to stop and hold the trailer or semitrailer.

(b) No trailer or semitrailer that is required to have brakes and that has a gross weight of .
more than 6,000 pounds may be drawn on a highway unless it is equipped with brakes that are
so constructed that they are adequate to stop and hold the trailer or semitrailer whenever it
becomes detached from the towing vehicle.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (d), paragraph (a) does not apply to:

(1) a trailer used by a farmer while transporting farm products produced on the user’s
farm, or supplies back to the farm of the trailer’s user;

(2) a towed custom service vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle that is equipped with
brakes that meet the standards of subdivision 5, provided that such a towed custom service
vehicle that exceeds 30,000 pounds gross weight may not be drawn at a speed of more than 45
miles per hour;

(3) atrailer or semitrailer operated or used by retail dealers of implements of husbandry
while engaged exclusively in the delivery of implements of husbandry;

(4) a motor vehicle drawn by another motor vehicle that is equipped with brakes that
meet the standards of subdivision 5;

(5) atank trailer of not more than 12,000 pounds gross weight owned by a distributor of
liquid fertilizer while engaged exclusively in transporting liquid fertilizer, or gaseous fertil-
izer under pressure;

(6) a trailer of not more than 12,000 pounds gross weight owned by a distributor of dry
fertilizer while engaged exclusively in the transportation of dry fertilizer; and

(7) a disabled vehicle while being towed to a place of repair.

(d) Vehicles described in paragraph (c), clauses (1), (3), and (4), may be operated with-
out complying with paragraph (a) only if the trailer or semitrailer does not exceed the follow-
ing gross weights:

(1) 3,000 pounds while being drawn by a vehicle registered as a passenger automobile,
other than a pickup truck as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 29;

(2) 12,000 pounds while being drawn by any other motor vehicle except a self—pro-
pelled implement of husbandry.

[For text of subds 4 to 6, see M.S.1994]
History: 1995¢ 1205 2

169.781 ANNUAL INSPECTION OF COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 4. Inspection reports. (a) A person performing an inspection under this section
shall issue an inspection report to the owner of the commercial motor vehicle inspected. The
report must include:

(1) the full name of the person performing the inspection, and the person’s inspector
certification number;

(2) the name of the owner of the vehicle and, if applicable, the United States Department
of Transportation carrier number issued to the owner of the vehicle, or to the operator of the
vehicle if other than the owner;
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(3) the vehicle identification number and, if applicable, the license plate number of the
vehicle;

(4) the date and location of the inspection;

(5) the vehicle components inspected and a description of the findings of the inspection,
including identification of the components not in compliance with federal motor carrier safe-
ty regulations; and

(6) the inspector’s certification that the inspection was complete, accurate, and in com-
pliance with the requirements of this section.

(b) The owner must retain a copy of the inspection report for at least 14 months at aloca-
tion in the state where the vehicle is domiciled or maintained. The inspector must maintain a
copy of the inspection report for a period of 14 months following the inspection in a location
in the state where the inspector conducts business. During this period the report must be
available for inspection by an authorized federal, state, or local official.

(c) The commissioner shall prescribe the form of the inspection report and revise it as
necessary to comply with state and federal law and regulations. The adoption of the report
form is not subject to the administrative procedure act.

[For text of subds 5 to 9, see M.S.1994]
History: 1995 ¢ 120 s 3

169.79 VEHICLE REGISTRATION.

No person shall operate, drive or park a motor vehicle on any highway unless the ve-
hicle is registered in accordance with the laws of this state and has the number plates for the
current year only, except as provided in section 168.12, subdivision 2f, as assigned to it by the
commissioner of public safety, conspicuously displayed thereon in a manner that the view of
any plate is not obstructed. If the vehicle is a semitrailer, the number plate displayed must be
assigned to the registered owner and correlate to the certificate of title documentation on file
with the department and shall not display a year indicator. If the vehicle is a motorcycle, mo-
tor scooter, motorized bicycle, motorcycle sidecar, trailer, semitrailer, or vehicle displaying a
dealer plate, one plate shall be displayed on the rear thereof;; if the vehicle is a truck—tractor,
road-tractor or farm truck, as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 17, but excluding from
that definition semitrailers and trailers, one plate shall be displayed on the front thereof; if it is
any other kind of motor vehicle, one plate shall be displayed on the front and one on the rear
thereof. All plates shall be securely fastened so as to prevent them from swinging. The person
driving the motor vehicle shall keep the plate legible and unobstructed and free from grease,
dust, or other blurring material so that the lettering shall be plainly visible at all times. It is
unlawful to cover any assigned letters and numbers or the name of the state of origin of a
license plate with any material whatever, including any clear or colorless material that affects
the plate’s visibility or reflectivity. License plates issued to vehicles registered under section
168.017 must display the month of expiration in the lower left corner as viewed facing the
plate and the year of expiration in the lower right corner as viewed facing the plate.

History: 1995 ¢ 120s 4, 1995¢ 14552

169.81 HEIGHT AND LENGTH LIMITATIONS.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 3. Length of vehicle combinations. (a) Statewide, except as provided in para-
graph (b), no combination of vehicles coupled together, including truck-tractor and semi-
trailer, may consist of more than two units and no combination of vehicles, unladen or with
load, may exceed a total length of 75 feet. The length limitation does not apply to the trans-
portation of telegraph poles, telephone poles, electric light and power poles, piling, or pole
length pulpwood, and is subject to the following further exceptions: the length limitations do
not apply to vehicles transporting pipe or other objects by a public utility when required for
emergency or repair of public service facilities or when operated under special permits as
provided in this subdivision, but with respect to night transportation, a vehicle and the load
must be equipped with a sufficient number of clearance lamps and marker lamps on both
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sides and upon the extreme ends of a projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions of the
load. Mount combinations may be drawn but the combinations may not exceed 65 feet in
length. The limitation on the number of units does not apply to vehicles used for transporting
milk from point of production to point of first processing, in which case no combination of
vehicles coupled together unladen or with load, including truck—tractor and semitrailers,
may consist of more than three units and no combination of those vehicles may exceed a total
length of 65 feet. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, and except as provided in
paragraph (b), no combination of vehicles consisting of a truck—tractor and semitrailer de-
signed and used exclusively for the transportation of motor vehicles or boats may exceed 65
feet in length. The load may extend a total of seven feet, but may not extend more than three
feet beyond the front or four feet beyond the rear, and in no case may the overall length of the
combination of vehicles, unladen or with load, exceed 65 feet. For the purpose of registra-
tion, trailers coupled with a truck—tractor, semitrailer combination are semitrailers. The state .
as to state trunk highways, and a city or town as to roads or streets located within the city or
town, may issue permits authorizing the transportation of combinations of vehicles exceed-
ing the limitations in this subdivision over highways, roads, or streets within their bound-
aries. Combinations of vehicles authorized by this subdivision may be restricted as to the use
of highways by the commissioner as to state trunk highways, and a road authority as to high-
ways or streets subject to its jurisdiction. Nothing in this subdivision alters or changes the
authority vested in local authorities under the provisions of section 169.04.

(b) The following combination of vehicles regularly engaged in the transportation of
commodities may operate only on divided highways having four or more lanes of travel, and
on other highways as may be designated by the commissioner of transportation subject to
section 169.87, subdivision 1, and subject to the approval of the authority having jurisdiction
over the highway, for the purpose of providing reasonable access between the divided high-
ways of four or more lanes of travel and terminals, facilities for food, fuel, repair, and rest,
and points of loading and unloading for household goods carriers, livestock carriers, or for
the purpose of providing continuity of route:

(1) a truck-tractor and semitrailer exceeding 65 feet in length;

(2) a combination of vehicles with an overall length exceeding 55 feet and including a
truck—tractor and semitrailer drawing one additional semitrailer which may be equipped
with an auxiliary dolly;

(3) acombination of vehicles with an overall length exceeding 55 feet and including a
truck—tractor and semitrailer drawing one full trailer;

(4) a truck—tractor and semitrailer designed and used exclusively for the transportation
of motor vehicles or boats and exceeding an overall length of 65 feet including the load ex-
cept as restricted by applicable federal law; and

(5) a truck or truck—tractor transporting similar vehicles by having the front axle of the
transported vehicle mounted onto the center or rear part of the preceding vehicle, defined in
Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, sections 390.5 and 393.5 as drive—away saddlemount
combinations or drive-away saddlemount vehicle transporter combinations, when the over-
all length exceeds 65 feet.

Vehicles operated under the provisions of this section must conform to the standards for
those vehicles prescribed by the United States Department of Transportation, Federal High- ‘
way Administration, Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety, as amended.

Subd. 3c. Recreational vehicle combinations. Notwithstanding subdivision 3, arecre-
ational vehicle combination may be operated without a permit if:

(1) the combination does not consist of more than three vehicles, and the towing rating
of the pickup truck is equal to or greater than the total weight of all vehicles being towed;

(2) the combination does not exceed 60 feet in length;

(3) the camper—semitrailer in the combination does not exceed 28 feet in length until
August 1, 1997, and 26 feet thereafter;

(4) the operator of the combination is at least |8 years of age;

(5) the trailer carrying a watercraft meets all requirements of law;

(6) the trailers in the combination are connected to the pickup truck and each other in
conformity with section 169.82; and
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(7) the combination is not operated within the seven—county metropolitan area, as de-
fined in section 473.121, subdivision 2, during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p-m. to 7:00 p.m. on Mondays through Fridays.

[For text of subds 4 to 10, see M.S.1994]
History: 1995 ¢ 223 s 1,2

169.851 WEIGHT RECORD.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section and sections 169.862,
169.871, and 169.872, the terms defined in subdivisions 2 and 3 have the meanings given to
them.

[For text of subds 2 to 5, see M.S.1994]
History: 1995c 174 s 1

169.862 PERMITS FOR WIDE LOADS OF BALED AGRICULTURAL PROD-
UCTS.

The commissioner of transportation with respect to highways under the commission-
er’s jurisdiction, and local authorities with respect to highways under their jurisdiction, may
issue an annual permit to enable a vehicle carrying round bales of hay, straw, or cornstalks,
with a total outside width of the vehicle or the load not exceeding 11-1/2 feet, to be operated
on public streets and highways. The commissioner of transportation and local authorities
may issue an annual permit to enable a vehicle, having a maximum width of 102 inches, car-
rying a first haul of square bales of straw, each bale having a minimum size of four feet by
four feet by eight feet, with a total outside width of the load not exceeding 12 feet, to be oper-
ated on public streets and highways between August 1 and December 1 within 35 miles of the
border between this state and the state of North Dakota. The commissioner of transportation
and local authorities may issue an annual permit to enable a vehicle carrying square bales of
hay, each with an outside dimension of not less than three feet by four feet by seven feet, with
a total height of the loaded vehicle not exceeding 15 feet, to be operated on those public
streets and highways designated in the permit. Permits issued under this section are governed
by the applicable provisions of section 169.86 except as otherwise provided herein and, in
addition, carry the following restrictions:

(a) The vehicles may not be operated between sunset and sunrise, when visibility is im-
paired by weather, fog, or other conditions rendering persons and vehicles not clearly visible
at a distance of 500 feet, or on Sunday from noon until sunset, or on the days the following
holidays are observed: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.

(b) The vehicles may not be operated on interstate highways.

(c) The vehicles may not be operated on a trunk highway with a pavement less than 24
feet wide.

(d) A vehicle operated under the permit must be equipped with a retractable or remov-
able mirror on the left side so located that it will reflect to the driver a clear view of the high-
way for a distance of at least 200 feet to the rear of the vehicle.

(e) A vehicle operated under the permit must display red, orange, or yellow flags, 18
inches square, as markers at the front and rear and on both sides of the load. The load must be
securely bound to the transporting vehicle.

(f) Farm vehicles not for hire carrying round baled hay less than 20 miles are exempt
from the requirement to obtain a permit. All other requirements of this section apply to ve-
hicles transporting round baled hay.

The fee for the permit is $24.

History: 1995¢c 1745 2

169.973 REGULATION OF CLINICS; DIRECTOR.

Subdivision |. Commissioner’s authority; rules; curriculum. The commissioner of
public safety shall supervise the administration and conduct of driver improvement clinics.
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The commissioner of public safety shall promulgate rules setting forth standards for the cur-
riculum and mode of instruction of driver improvement clinics and such other matters as the
commissioner of public safety considers necessary for the proper administration of such
clinics. In the preparation of such standards the commissioner of public safety shall consult
with the commissioner of children, families, and learning and state associations of judges. A
driver improvement clinic established under Laws 1965, chapter 711 shall conform to the
standards promulgated by the commissioner of public safety. The course of study at a driver
improvement clinic may not exceed a cumulative total of nine hours with no single class ses-
sion lasting more than three hours. The course of study at a driver improvement clinic shall
include instruction in railroad crossing safety.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1994]
History: /Spi995c 3art 165 13

169.974 MOTORCYCLES, MOTOR SCOOTERS AND MOTOR BIKES.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1994]

Subd. 4. Equipment for operators and passengers. (a) No person under the age of 18
shall operate or ride a motorcycle on the streets and highways of this state without wearing
protective headgear that complies with standards established by the commissioner of public
safety; and no person shall operate a motorcycle without wearing an eye—protective device.

{(b) The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to persons during their participa-
tion in a parade for which parade a permit or other official authorization has been granted by a
local governing body or other governmental authority or to persons riding within an enclosed
cab.

[For text of subds 5 to 7, see M.S.1994]

History: 1995¢c40s 1

Copyright © 1995 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.




