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134.001 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. The terms used in this chapter have the meanings given them in this 

section. 
Subd. 2. "Public library" means any library that provides free access to all resi­

dents of a city or county without discrimination, receives at least half of its financial 
support from public funds and is organized under the provisions of this chapter. Except 
as provided in section 134.195, it does not include libraries such as law, medical, school 
and academic libraries organized to serve a special group of persons, or libraries orga­
nized as a combination of a public library and another type of library. 

Subd. 3. "Public library services" means services provided by or on behalf of a 
public library. Except as provided in section 134.195, it does not include services for 
elementary schools, secondary schools or post-secondary educational institutions. 

Subd. 4. "Regional public library system" means a multicounty public library ser­
vice agency that provides free access to all residents of the region without discrimina­
tion, and is organized under the provisions of this chapter or chapter 317A, or section 
471.59. 

Subd. 5. "Basic system services" means services offered by all regional public 
library systems either directly or by contract. These services shall include, but are not 
limited to, communication among participants, resource sharing, delivery of materials, 
reciprocal borrowing, and cooperative reference service. 

Subd. 6. "Multicounty, multitype library system" means a cooperative network 
composed of any combination of public libraries, regional public library systems, pub­
lic school libraries, public or private college or university libraries and any other 
libraries which share services and resources within a multicounty area. 

Subd. 7. "City" or "cities" means home rule and statutory cities unless specifically 
provided otherwise. 

Subd. 8. Regional public library district. "Regional public library district" means 
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a governmental unit formed according to this chapter to operate multicounty public 
library services. 

History: 1978 c 546 s 1; 1979 c 334 art 9 s 1,2; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 10,22; 1989 c 304 
s 137; 1991 c 265 art 10 s 1,2; 1993 c 375 art 7 s 2 

134.01 [Renumbered 123.60] 
134.02 [Renumbered 123.601] 
134.03 [Repealed, 1983 c 314 art 11 s 21] 
134.035 [Repealed, 1978 c 546 s 8] 
134.04 [Renumbered 121.496] 
134.05 [Repealed, 1963 c 10 s 1] 
134.06 [Repealed, 1983 c 314 art 11 s 21 ] 

134.07 PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE. 
The governing body of any city or county may establish and maintain public 

library service for the use of its inhabitants. By ordinance or resolution it may set apart 
for the benefit thereof any public property of the city or county. In any statutory city 
and in any city of the second, third, or fourth class, and in any county, the governing 
body may levy an annual tax on all taxable property therein except counties may not 
tax property which is already taxed for public library service. The proceeds of the tax 
shall be known as the library fund. 

History: (5661) RL s 2255; 1913 c 509 s 1; 1945 c 319 s 1; 1953 c 434 s 1; 1953 c 
686 s 1; 1955 c 120 s 1; 1963 c 144 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 773 s 1; 1983 c 314 
art 11 s 1 

134.08 ESTABLISHING AND DISCONTINUING LIBRARY SERVICE; APPLI­
CABILITY OF LAW. 

Subdivision 1. Establishment. If public library service is not established under sec­
tion 134.07, the governing body of the city or county, upon the petition of eligible vot­
ers, as defined in section 201.014, subdivision 1, of the city or county, in a number not 
less than five percent of the number of persons who voted at the last general election 
in the city or county, shall submit the question of the establishment or provision of pub­
lic library services to the voters at the next general election. If a majority of the votes 
cast on the question are in the affirmative, the governing body shall establish the library 
or shall provide public library service as authorized in section 134.12 or 134.20 and 
levy an annual tax for its support. 

Subd. 2. Discontinuance. If public library service is established under the provi­
sions of subdivision 1, it may be discontinued only after a majority of the votes cast 
on the question are in the affirmative on a question on a ballot in a general election. 
The question of discontinuance of public library service shall be placed on the ballot 
at the next general election upon the petition of eligible voters, as defined in section 
201.014, subdivision 1, of the city or county, in a number not less than five percent of 
the number of persons who voted at the last general election in the city or county. 

Subd. 3. Applicability. All public library service heretofore established and now 
existing in cities and counties is continued and all ordinances and resolutions setting 
apart public property for their support are hereby confirmed. Nothing in sections 
134.08 to 134.15 shall be construed as abridging any power or duty in respect to 
libraries conferred by any city charter. If a city charter does not address matters pro­
vided for in this chapter, the provisions of this chapter shall apply. 

History: (5662) RL s 2256; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1980 c 609 art 6 s 34; 1983 c 314 
art 11 s 2; 1987 c 384 art 2 s 1 

134.09 LIBRARY BOARDS. 
Subdivision 1. Appointment. When public library service is established, except in 
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any city of the first class operating under a home rule charter, the mayor of the city with 
the approval of the council for a city library or the board of commissioners for a county 
library, shall appoint a board of five, seven or nine members from among the residents 
of the city or county. If the city library is a branch or a member of a regional public 
library system, as defined in section 134.001, the mayor, with the approval of the city 
council, may appoint to the city library board, residents of the county, provided that 
the county is participating in the regional public library system and that the majority 
of the members of the city library board are residents of the city. The number of mem­
bers on the board shall be determined by resolution or ordinance adopted by the council 
or the board of commissioners. Not more than one council member or county commis­
sioner shall at any time be a member of the library board. The appointments shall be 
made before the first meeting of the library board after the end of the fiscal year. 

Subd. 2. Term of office. If nine board members are appointed, three shall hold 
office for one year, three for two years and three for three years. If seven members are 
appointed, three shall hold office for one year, two for two years, and two for three 
years; if five are appointed, two shall hold office for one year, two for two years, and 
one for three years. All terms shall end with the fiscal year. Annually the mayor with 
the approval of the council, or the board of county commissioners shall appoint board 
members for the term of three years until their successors qualify a sufficient number 
of members to fill the places of those whose term or terms expire. A library board mem­
ber shall not be eligible to serve more than three consecutive three-year terms. 

Subd. 3. Removal of members. The mayor with the approval of the council, or the 
board of county commissioners may remove any member for misconduct or neglect. 

Subd. 4. Abolishment. Upon recommendation of a majority of any library board 
created under the provisions of subdivision 1, the governing body of the city or county 
may abolish the library board at the end of any fiscal year provided that the governing 
body shall simultaneously establish a successor library board of either five, seven or 
nine members by resolution or ordinance. The appointment of successor board mem­
bers shall be made as provided in subdivision 1. The terms of successor board members 
shall be as provided in subdivision 2. 

History: (5663) RL s 2257; 1943 c 245 s 1; 1945 c 46 s 1,2; 1961 c 235 s 1; 1973 c 
123 art 5 s 7; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 3; 1986 c 471 s 2 

134.10 BOARD VACANCIES; COMPENSATION. 
The library board president shall report vacancies in the board to the council or 

the board of county commissioners. The council or board of county commissioners 
shall fill the vacancies by appointment for the unexpired term. Library board members 
shall receive no compensation for their services but may be reimbursed for actual and 
necessary traveling expenses incurred in the discharge of library board duties and activ­
ities or a per diem allowance according to section 375.47 in place of the expenses. 

History: (5664) RL s 2258; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 4; 1987 c 398 art 9 s 1 

134.11 ORGANIZATION OF BOARD; DUTIES. 
Subdivision 1. Organization. Immediately after appointment, the library board 

shall organize by electing one of its number as president and one as secretary, and from 
time to time it may appoint such other officers as it deems necessary. 

Subd. 2. Duties. The library board shall adopt bylaws and regulations for the gov­
ernment of the library and for the conduct of its business as may be expedient and con­
formable to law. It shall have exclusive control of the expenditure of all money collected 
for or placed to the credit of the library fund, of interest earned on all money collected 
for or placed to the credit of the library fund, of the construction of library buildings, 
and of the grounds, rooms, and buildings provided for library purposes. All money 
received for the library shall be paid into the city or county treasury, credited to the 
library fund, kept separate from other money of the city or county, and paid out only 
upon approval by the board. The library board may lease rooms for library use. The 
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library board shall appoint a qualified library director and other staff as necessary, 
establish the compensation of employees, and remove any of them for cause. With the 
approval of the council or board of county commissioners, the library board may pur­
chase grounds and erect a library building thereon. 

History: (5665) RL s 2259; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 5 

134.12 BENEFITS OF LIBRARY. 
Subdivision 1. Nonresidents. Any library board may admit to the benefits of its 

library persons not residing within its city or county under regulations and upon condi­
tions as to payment and security prescribed by the library board. 

Subd. 2. Contracts with cities and towns. The library board may contract with the 
county board of the county in which the library is situated or the county board of any 
adjacent county, or with the governing body of any neighboring town or city, to loan 
library materials to residents of the contracting county, town, or city. 

Subd. 3. Use of public library; tax levy. Any county board or city governing body 
may contract with the board of any city or county public library for the use of the library 
by the residents of the county, town, or city who do not have the use of a public library, 
upon the terms and conditions as those granted residents of the city or county where 
the public library is located, and to pay the library board an annual amount therefor. 
Any county board or city governing body may establish a library fund by levying an 
annual tax upon all taxable property which is not already taxed for the support of any 
public library and all taxable property which is situated outside of any city in which 
is situated a public library. 

History: (5666) RL s 2260; 1905 c 257; 1913 c 509 s 2; 1951 c217s 1; 1963 c 144 
s 2; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 583 s 8; 1983 c 314 art lis 6 

134.13 ANNUAL REPORT. 
As soon as practicable following the end of the fiscal year the library board shall 

report to the governing body of the city or county all amounts received during the pre­
ceding year and the sources thereof, the amounts expended and for what purposes, the 
number of library materials on hand, the number purchased and loaned, and such other 
information as it deems advisable. No later than April 1 of each year the library board 
shall file this information with the department of education on forms supplied by the 
department. 

History: (5667) RL s 2261; 1911 c 181 s 1; 1945 c 40 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1983 
c 314 art 11 s 7 

134.14 TITLE TO PROPERTY; FREE USE. 
All property given, granted, conveyed, donated, devised, or bequeathed to, or oth­

erwise acquired by, any city or county for a public library shall vest in, and be held in 
the name of, the city or county and any conveyance, grant, donation, devise, bequest, 
or gift made to, or in the name of, any public library or library board shall be deemed 
to have been made directly to the city or county to be used as provided in section 
134.11. Every public library established under sections 134.07 to 134.15 shall be for­
ever free to the use of the inhabitants of the city or county subject to reasonable regula­
tions the library board may adopt. 

History: (5668) RL s 2262; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 8 

134.15 GIFTS. 
With the consent of the governing body of any city or county, expressed by ordi­

nance or resolution, the library board may accept any gift, grant, devise, or bequest 
made or offered by any person for public library purposes, or for the establishment, 
enlargement, or maintenance of an art gallery or museum in connection with its library, 
and may carry out the conditions of the donation. The city or county in all such cases 
is authorized to acquire a site, levy a tax, and pledge itself by ordinance or resolution 
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to a perpetual compliance with all the terms and conditions of the gift, grant, devise, 
or bequest so accepted. 

History: (5669) RL s 2263; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 9 

134.155 LIBRARIANS OF COLOR PROGRAM. 
Subdivision 1. Definition. For purposes of this section, "people of color" means 

permanent United States residents who are African-American, American Indian or 
Alaskan native, Asian or Pacific Islander, or Hispanic. 

Subd. 2. Grants. The commissioner of education, in consultation with the mul­
ticultural advisory committee established in section 126.82, shall award grants for pro­
fessional development programs to recruit and educate people of color in the field of 
library science or information management. Grant applicants must be a public library 
jurisdiction with a growing minority population working in collaboration with an 
accredited institution of higher education with a library program in the state of Minne­
sota. 

Subd. 3. Program requirements, (a) A grant recipient shall recruit people of color 
to be librarians in public libraries and provide support in linking program participants 
with jobs in the recipient's library jurisdiction. 

(b) A grant recipient shall establish an advisory council composed of representa­
tives of communities of color. 

(c) A grant recipient, with the assistance of the advisory council, shall recruit high 
school students, undergraduate students, or other persons; support them through the 
higher education application and admission process; advise them while enrolled; and 
link them with support resources in the college or university and the community. 

(d) A grant recipient shall award stipends to people of color enrolled in an accred­
ited library program to help cover the costs of tuition, student fees, supplies, and books. 
Stipend awards must be based upon a student's financial need and students must apply 
for any additional financial aid for which they are eligible to supplement this program. 
No more than ten percent of the grant may be used for costs of administering the pro­
gram. Students must agree to work in the grantee library jurisdiction for at least two 
years after graduation if the student acquires a master's degree and at least three years 
after graduation if the student acquires both a bachelor's and a master's degree while 
participating in the program. If no full-time position is available in the library jurisdic­
tion, the student may fulfill the work requirement in another Minnesota public library. 

(e) The commissioner of education shall consider the following criteria in award­
ing grants: 

(1) whether the program is likely to increase the recruitment and retention of per­
sons of color in librarianship; 

(2) whether grant recipients will establish or have a mentoring program for persons 
of color; and 

(3) whether grant recipients will provide a library internship for persons of color 
while participating in this program. 

History: 1994 c 647 art 10 s 1 

134.16 [Repealed, 1983 c 314 art 11 s 21] 
134.17 [Repealed, 1965 c 45 s 73] 

134.18 PRIVILEGES EXTENDED TO COUNTIES AND STATUTORY CITIES. 
Any public library board in any city of the first class in this state, whether such 

board was created by and under the general laws or by special act of the legislature, may 
enter into arrangement with the authorities of the county within which it is located, or 
with the authorities of any adjoining county, or with the authorities of any statutory 
city within any such county, whereby the inhabitants of any such county or statutory 
city may secure the privileges of using the library and museums of any such library 
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board and the authorities of any such county or statutory city are hereby authorized 
to defray the expenses any such arrangement may involve. 

History: (1591) 1907 c 289 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7 

134.19 [Repealed, 1983 c 314 art 11 s 21 ] 

134.195 LIBRARY OPERATED BY CITY AND SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment. A school district and a city that has established a 

public library under sections 134.07 and 134.08, by ordinance or resolution, may 
jointly finance and operate a public library for use by school students and the public. 
If the city is already taxed for public library service by a county, approval of the board 
of county commissioners is required. If the city is served by a regional public library 
system, approval of the regional public library system board is required. Public library 
service established under this section may be discontinued by action of the city council 
or the school board upon one year's notice to the other party. 

Subd. 2. Appointment of joint library board. The ordinance or resolution shall 
establish a library board of five, seven, or nine members and shall state the number of 
members to be appointed by the mayor, with the approval of the city council, and the 
number of members to be appointed by the school board. One member of the city coun­
cil and one member of the school board shall be appointed to the library board. The 
remaining members of the library board may not be members of either the city council 
or the school board. Board members shall be residents of the city or the school district. 

Subd. 3. Board terms of office. The terms of office for board members shall be 
established according to section 134.09, subdivision 2. 

Subd. 4. Removal of board members. The mayor, with the approval of the council, 
or the school board may remove for misconduct or neglect any member it has 
appointed to the library board. 

Subd. 5. Abolishment of board. Upon recommendation of a majority of the library 
board established under subdivision 2, the city council and the school board may abol­
ish the library board provided that the city council and the school district shall immedi­
ately establish, by ordinance or resolution, a successor library board of five, seven, or 
nine members. The appointment of successor board members shall be as provided in 
subdivision 2 and the terms shall be as provided in subdivision 3. 

Subd. 6. Board vacancies and compensation. The library board president shall 
report a vacancy on the board to the appointing authority who shall fill the vacancy by 
appointment for the unexpired term. Library board members shall receive no compen­
sation for their services but may be reimbursed for actual and necessary travel expenses 
incurred in the discharge of library board duties and activities. 

Subd. 7. Powers and duties of board. Except as provided in subdivision 9, the 
library board has the powers and duties set forth in section 134.11, subdivision 2. 

Subd. 8. Funding. The ordinance or resolution establishing the library shall pro­
vide for joint financing of the library by the school district and the city. The city shall 
provide at least the minimum dollar amount established in section 134.34, subdivision 
1. The school district shall provide money for staff and materials for the library at least 
in proportion to the use related to curriculum, as determined by the circulation statis­
tics of the library. Neither the city nor the school district shall reduce the financial sup­
port provided for operation of library or media services below the level of support 
provided in the preceding year. 

Subd. 9. Contracts. The library board may contract with the school board, the 
regional library board, or the city in which the library is situated to provide personnel, 
fiscal, or administrative services. The contract shall state the personnel, fiscal, and 
administrative services and payments to be provided by each party. 

Subd. 10. Criteria. Public library services established according to this section, 
including materials, programs, equipment, and other public library services, whether 
located in an elementary or secondary school building or elsewhere, shall be available 
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for simultaneous use by students and residents of the area. If public library services are 
located in an elementary or secondary school building, a separate entrance, accessible 
from the outside of the school building, shall be provided for use by the residents. The 
library shall meet all requirements in statutes and rules applicable to public libraries 
and school media centers. A media supervisor licensed by the board of teaching may 
be the director of the library. The library shall be centrally located in the community 
and available for use by residents during all hours the school is in session, at least 15 
additional hours each week during evenings, and on Saturdays. When school is not in 
session, the library may reduce its hours to maintain at least the average number of 
hours each week of other public libraries serving its population size. The library shall 
have telephone service that is separate from the telephone service for the school. Pub­
lic parking, restrooms, drinking water, and other necessities shall be easily accessible 
to residents. 

History: 1991 c 265 art 10 s 3; 1994 c 647 art 10 s 2 

134.20 REGIONAL PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment. Two or more counties or two or more cities located 

in two or more counties may, through action by their governing bodies under section 
471.59, establish and maintain a regional public library system, even though one or 
more of the counties or cities may already have a library with a library board. In a 
county or city already having a library board, the approval of the library board shall 
also be required. Cities having public libraries may join in the regional public library 
system by being parties to the agreement which establishes the regional public library 
system through action of their library boards and their city councils, or as provided in 
subdivision 3. 

Subd. 2. Library board. The agreement establishing a regional public library sys­
tem shall provide for a library board to govern the organization having all the powers 
and duties of city and county library boards as provided in sections 134.11, 134.12, and 
134.13 and including exclusive determination of all library services to be provided 
under terms of the agreement as defined in section 134.001, and exclusive control of 
the expenditure of all funds for the services. The regional library system board may con­
sist of as many members as the contracting parties deem necessary, appointed in a num­
ber from among the residents of the contracting parties and for terms by each party to 
the contract as determined by the contracting parties, irrespective of the existence of 
one or more city and county library boards already in existence in the participating cit­
ies and counties. Not more than one member from each contracting party shall be a 
member of the governing body of a contracting party and no member may be appointed 
to serve more than three consecutive three-year terms. In the participating cities and 
counties, the portion of the proceeds of the city and county library tax authorized by 
section 134.07, shall be used to support the regional public library system as the con­
tracting agreement may provide. 

Subd. 3. City participation. Where a regional public library system is established, 
a city located in any of the contracting counties which is excluded from the county tax 
supporting the regional public library system under the provisions of section 134.07, 
may, upon recommendation of its library board and upon action by its governing body, 
be included in the county tax and become an integral part of the regional public library 
system. Cities included in the county tax and with public libraries which are part of the 
regional public library system, whether or not governed by home rule charter provi­
sions, upon action by their city council, may levy taxes for the additional support of 
their local library services. A local public library board or governing body may, at its 
option, continue to control the local library fund or pay all or part of it to the regional 
public library system fund, to be used to increase or improve public library services in 
the city. 

Subd. 4. Property. All property given, granted, conveyed, donated, devised or 
bequeathed to, or otherwise acquired by any regional library board or any regional pub­
lic library system board however created shall vest in, and be held in the name of, the 
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regional library board or regional public library system board. Any conveyance, grant, 
donation, devise, bequest, or gift made to, or in the name of, any regional library or 
public library system shall be deemed to have been made directly to the regional pub­
lic library system board. 

Subd. 5. Ratification. All property heretofore given, granted, conveyed, donated, 
devised, bequeathed to, or otherwise acquired by any regional library board or any 
regional public library system board however created is validated, ratified and con­
firmed as the property of the board. 

Subd. 6. Ratification. Any multicounty regional public library heretofore created, 
and the agreements creating them, are validated, ratified, and confirmed and the bene­
fits of subdivisions 1 to 5 shall hereafter apply to them. 

History: 1961 c 55 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1981 c 358 art 6 s 34-36; 1983 c 314 
art 11 s 18,22; 1984 c 629 s 2 

134.201 REGIONAL LIBRARY DISTRICT. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment. Regional public library districts may be established 

under this section in the areas of the existing Great River Regional library system and 
the East Central Regional library system. The geographic boundaries shall be those 
established by the state board of education under section 134.34, subdivision 3. 

Subd. 2. Formation. A regional public library district may be formed by: 
(1) approval of a majority of the city councils and boards of county commissioners 

of the cities and counties that finance regional public library system services and repre­
sent a majority of the population to be served; or 

(2) a majority of those voting on the issue in the entire area to be served by the 
district in a referendum called after petitions for the referendum have been filed in each 
of the local governmental units. Petitions must be signed by eligible voters in a number 
not less than five percent of the number of persons who voted in the last general election 
in each city and county that is a party to the system contract or agreement. 

A city that is not participating in a regional public library system may join the dis­
trict by majority vote of the city council or by referendum under clause (2) and with 
the approval of the board of the regional public library district. 

Subd. 3. Termination. A regional public library district may be terminated at any 
time after the district has been in operation for three years. The procedure for termina­
tion is the same as that for creation under subdivision 2, clause (2). 

Subd. 4. Board, (a) If the district is formed under subdivision 2, clause (1), the 
board of the public regional library district shall be composed of one county commis­
sioner or the commissioner's designee from each county in the district's service area 
and one elected member from each county for each ten percent or a major fraction of 
the district's population. A majority of the members of the board must be elected mem­
bers. 

(b) If the district is formed under subdivision 2, clause (2), the board of the 
regional library district shall be composed of one member elected from each county in 
the district's service area and one member elected from each county for each ten per­
cent or a major fraction of the district's population. 

(c) Elected board members shall be elected at large from a county at a November 
election. Board members elected shall assume office on the following January 2. The 
term of a member shall be four years, with the terms of an initial board to expire in 
two years for one-half of the members. The board shall organize itself under section 
134.11, subdivision 1. The board has the powers and duties set forth in section 134.11, 
subdivision 2. 

Subd. 5. General levy authority. The board may levy for operation of public library 
service. This levy shall replace levies for operation of public library service by cities and 
counties authorized in section 134.07. The amount levied shall be spread on the net 
tax capacity of all taxable property in the district at a uniform tax rate. 
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(a) The maximum amount that may be levied by a board under this section is the 
greater of: 

(1) the statewide average local support per capita for public library services for the 
most recent reporting period available, as certified by the commissioner of education, 
multiplied by the population of the district according to the most recent estimate of the 
state demographer or the metropolitan council; or 

(2) the total amount provided by participating counties and cities under section 
134.34, subdivision 4, during the year preceding the first year of operation. 

(b) For its first year of operation, the board shall levy an amount not less than the 
total dollar amount provided by participating cities and counties during the preceding 
year under section 134.34, subdivision 4. 

Subd. 6. Basic system support grant. A regional public library district that meets 
federal and state requirements for a regional library basic system support grant is eligi­
ble to receive a grant. A regional library basic system support grant shall not be made 
to a regional public library district if the district board reduces its levy for operation 
of public library service below the amount of the levy in the preceding year. 

Subd. 7. Library buildings. In addition to the levy authorized in subdivision 5 and 
all other levies authorized for cities and counties, a city or county served by a library 
district may levy for the construction, acquisition, maintenance, and utilities costs of 
library buildings. The board of a district may issue bonds, with an election, according 
to chapter 475 or levy under this section a special capital levy for capital improvements 
for a library building. A district may purchase or lease a building to be used for library 
purposes from a city or county. 

Subd. 8. Borrow money. The board of a district may borrow money and issue tax 
anticipation certificates as needed to provide library services or for library buildings. 

Subd. 9. Transition provisions. If a regional public library system is reorganized 
into a regional public library district there will be a transition period. The transition 
period shall begin at the time the regional public library system board adopts a resolu­
tion that recommends formation of a district to its participants and that sets an effec­
tive date for the establishment of the district. During the transition period participating 
counties and cities must fund public library services under their existing contracts, and 
planning for administrative changes may occur. The regional public library system 
board shall continue until the district board members assume their duties, at which 
time the transition period ends. 

Subd. 10. Assumption of assets, liabilities, and contracts. Upon assumption of 
responsibilities by the regional public library district board, the regional public library 
system assets, liabilities, and existing contracts, including contracts negotiated under 
chapter 179A, shall become the assets, liabilities, and contracts of the regional public 
library district board. 

History: 1993 c 375 art 7s 3 

134.21 INTERSTATE LIBRARY COMPACT. 
The interstate library compact is hereby enacted into law and entered into on 

behalf of this state with any state bordering on Minnesota which legally joins therein 
in substantially the following form: 

INTERSTATE LIBRARY COMPACT 

The contracting states agree that: 

ARTICLE I 
PURPOSE 

Because the desire for the services provided by public libraries transcends govern­
mental boundaries and can be provided most effectively by giving such services to com-
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munities of people regardless of jurisdictional lines, it is the policy of the states who 
are parties to this compact to cooperate and share their responsibilities in providing 
joint and cooperative library services in areas where the distribution of population 
makes the provision of library service on an interstate basis the most effective way to 
provide adequate and efficient services. 

ARTICLE II 
PROCEDURE 

The appropriate officials and agencies of the party states or any of their political 
subdivisions may, on behalf of said states or political subdivisions, enter into agree­
ments for the cooperative or joint conduct of library services when they shall find that 
the executions of agreements to that end as provided herein will facilitate library ser­
vices. 

ARTICLE III 
CONTENT 

Any such agreement for the cooperative or joint establishment, operation, or use 
of library services, facilities, personnel, equipment, materials, or other items not 
excluded because of failure to enumerate shall, as among the parties of the agreement: 
(1) Detail the specific nature of the services, facilities, properties, or personnel to which 
it is applicable; (2) provide for the allocation of costs and other financial responsibili­
ties; (3) specify the respective rights, duties, obligations, and liabilities; (4) stipulate the 
terms and conditions for duration, renewal, termination, abrogation, disposal of joint 
or common property, if any, and all other matters which may be appropriate to the 
proper effectuation and performance of said agreement. 

ARTICLE IV 
CONFLICT OF LAWS 

Nothing in this compact or in any agreement entered into hereunder shall be con­
strued to supersede, alter, or otherwise impair any obligation imposed on any public 
library by otherwise applicable laws. 

ARTICLE V 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Each state shall designate a compact administrator with whom copies of all agree­
ments to which his state or any subdivision thereof is party shall be filed. The adminis­
trator shall have such powers as may be conferred upon him by the laws of his state 
and may consult and cooperate with the compact administrators of other party states 
and take such steps as may effectuate the purposes of this compact. 

ARTICLE VI 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

This compact shall become operative immediately upon its enactment by any state 
or between it and any other contiguous state or states so enacting. 

ARTICLE VII 
RENUNCIATION 

This compact shall continue in force and remain binding upon each party state 
until six months after any such state has given notice of repeal by the legislature. Such 
withdrawal shall not be construed to relieve any party to an agreement authorized by 
articles II and III of the compact from the obligation of that agreement prior to the end 
of its stipulated period of duration. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
SEVERABILITY; CONSTRUCTION 

The provisions of this compact shall be severable. It is intended that the provisions 
of this compact be reasonably and liberally construed. 

History: 1967 c 4 s 1 

134.22 COMPACT ADMINISTRATOR. 
The state board of education shall designate an officer or employee of the state 

department of education as compact administrator. The compact administrator shall 
receive copies of all agreements entered into by the state or its political subdivisions 
and other states or political subdivisions; consult with, advise, and aid such govern­
mental units in the formulation of such agreements; make such recommendations to 
the governor, legislature, and governmental agencies and units as the administrator 
deems desirable to effectuate the purposes of this compact; and consult and cooperate 
with the compact administrators of other party states. 

History: 7967 c 4 s 2; 1986 c 444 

134.23 AGREEMENTS. 
The compact administrator and the governing body of any political subdivision of 

the state or the library board thereof operating a public library may enter into agree­
ments with other states or their political subdivisions pursuant to the compact. Such 
agreements as may be made pursuant to this compact on behalf of the state of Minne­
sota shall be made by the compact administrator. Such agreements as may be made on 
behalf of a political subdivision shall be made after due notice to, and consultation 
with, the compact administrator. 

History: .7967 c 4 s 3; 1986 c 444 

134.24 ENFORCEMENT OF COMPACT. 
The agencies and officers of this state and its political subdivisions shall enforce 

this compact and do all things appropriate to effect its purpose and intent which may 
be within their respective jurisdictions. 

History: 1967 c 4 s 4 

134.30 [Renumbered 134.001] 

134.31 STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION; LIBRARY RESPONSIBILI­
TIES. 

Subdivision 1. The state shall, as an integral part of its responsibility for public 
education, support the provision of library service for every citizen, the development 
of cooperative programs for the sharing of resources and services among all libraries, 
and the establishment of jointly operated library services at a single location where 
appropriate. 

Subd. 2. The department of education shall give advice and instruction to the 
managers of any public library or to any governing body maintaining a library or 
empowered to do so by law upon any matter pertaining to the organization, mainte­
nance, or administration of libraries. The department may also give advice and instruc­
tion, as requested, to post-secondary educational institutions, state agencies, 
governmental units, nonprofit organizations, or private entities. It shall assist, to the 
extent possible, in the establishment and organization of library service in those areas 
where adequate services do not exist, and may aid in improving previously established 
library services. The department shall also provide assistance to school districts, 
regional library systems, arid member libraries interested in offering joint library ser­
vices at a single location. 

Subd. 3. The department may provide, for any library in the state, books, journals, 
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audiovisual items, information services or resource materials it deems appropriate and 
necessary and shall encourage the sharing of library resources and the development of 
interlibrary cooperation. 

Subd. 4. The department shall collect statistics on the receipts, expenditures, ser­
vices, and use of the regional public library systems and the public libraries of the state. 
It shall also collect statistics on all activities undertaken pursuant to sections 134.31 
to 134.35. 

Subd. 5. Advisory committee. The commissioner shall appoint an advisory com­
mittee of five members to advise the staff of the Minnesota library for the blind and 
physically handicapped on long-range plans and library services. Members shall be peo­
ple who use the library. Section 15.059 governs this committee except that the commit­
tee shall expire on June 30, 1997. 

History: 1978 c 546 s 2; 1986 c 471 s 3,4; 1989 c 329 art 10 s 1; 1991 c 265 art 11 
s 20; 1993 c 224 art 5 s 37,38; art 9 s 41 

134.32 GRANT AUTHORIZATION; TYPES OF GRANTS. 
Subdivision 1. The department shall provide the grants specified in this section 

from any available state, federal, or other funds. 
Subd. 2. It shall provide establishment grants to regional public library systems 

which meet the requirements of section 134.33, to extend library services to additional 
counties. 

Subd. 3. It shall provide regional library basic system support grants to regional 
public library systems which meet the requirements of section 134.34, to assist those 
systems in providing basic system services. 

Subd. 4. It may provide special project grants to assist innovative and experimen­
tal library programs including, but not limited to, special services for American Indians 
and the Spanish-speaking, delivery of library materials to homebound persons, other 
extensions of library services to persons without access to libraries and projects to 
strengthen and improve library services. 

Subd. 5. It may provide grants for interlibrary exchange of books, periodicals, 
resource material, reference information and the expenses incident to the sharing of 
library resources and materials, including planning, development and operating grants 
to multicounty, multitype library systems. 

Subd. 6. It may provide grants for the improvement of library services at welfare 
and corrections institutions and for library service for the blind and physically handi­
capped. 

Subd. 7. It may provide grants for construction or remodeling of library facilities 
from any state and federal funds specifically appropriated for this purpose. 

Subd. 8. (a) The state board shall promulgate rules consistent with sections 134.32 
to 134.35 governing: 

(1) applications for these grants; 
(2) computation formulas for determining the amounts of establishment grants 

and regional library basic system support grants; and 
(3) eligibility criteria for grants. 
(b) To the extent allowed under federal law, a construction grant applicant, in 

addition to the points received under Minnesota Rules, part 3530.2632, shall receive 
an additional five points if the construction grant is for a project combining public 
library services and school district library services at a single location. 

History: 1978 c 546 s 3; 1979 c 334 art 9 s 3; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 11,12; 1993 c 224 
art 5 s 39 

NOTE: The amendments to subdivision 8 by Laws 1993, chapter 224, article 5, section 39, are effective July 1, 1996. 
See Laws 1993, chapter 224, article 5, section 47. 
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134.33 Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 1989 c 329 art 10 s 5 subd 2] 
Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1979 e 334 art 9 s 12] 

134.34 REGIONAL LIBRARY BASIC SYSTEM SUPPORT GRANTS; REQUIRE­
MENTS. 

Subdivision 1. Local support levels. A regional library basic system support grant 
shall be made to any regional public library system where there are at least three partici­
pating counties and where each participating city and county is providing for public 
library service support the lesser of (a) an amount equivalent to .82 percent of the 
adjusted net tax capacity of the taxable property of that city or county, as determined 
by the commissioner of revenue for the second year preceding that calendar year in 
1991 and later years or (b) a per capita amount calculated under the provisions of this 
subdivision. The per capita amount is established for calendar year 1993 as $7.62. In 
succeeding calendar years, the per capita amount shall be increased by a percentage 
equal to one-half of the percentage by which the total state adjusted net tax capacity 
of property as determined by the commissioner of revenue for the second year preced­
ing that calendar year increases over that total adjusted net tax capacity for the third 
year preceding that calendar year. The minimum level of support shall be certified 
annually to the participating cities and counties by the department of education. A city 
which is a part of a regional public library system shall not be required to provide this 
level of support if the property of that city is already taxable by trie county for the sup­
port of that regional public library system. In no event shall the department of educa­
tion require any city or county to provide a higher level of support than the level of 
support specified in this section in order for a system to qualify for a regional library 
basic system support grant. This section shall not be construed to prohibit a city or 
county from providing a higher level of support for public libraries than the level of 
support specified in this section. 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1992 c 499 art 10 s 4] 
Subd. 3. Regional designation. Regional library basic system support grants shall 

be made only to those regional public library systems officially designated by the state 
board of education as the appropriate agency to strengthen, improve and promote pub­
lic library services in the participating areas. The state board of education shall desig­
nate no more than one such regional public library system located entirely within any 
single development region existing under sections 462.381 to 462.398 or chapter 473. 

Subd. 4. A regional library basic system support grant shall not be made to a 
regional public library system for a participating city or county which decreases the dol­
lar amount provided for support for operating purposes of public library service below 
the amount provided by it for the preceding year. This subdivision shall not apply to 
participating cities or counties where the adjusted net tax capacity of that city or county 
has decreased, if the dollar amount of the reduction in support is not greater than the 
dollar amount by which support would be decreased if the reduction in support were 
made in direct proportion to the decrease in-adjusted net tax capacity. 

Subd. 4a. Support grants. In state fiscal years 1993, 1994, and 1995, a regional 
library basic system support grant also may be made to a regional public library system 
for a participating city or county which meets the requirements under paragraph (a) or 
(b). 

(a) The city or county decreases the dollar amount provided by it for operating 
purposes of public library service if the amount provided by the city or county is not 
less than the amount provided by the city or county for such purposes in the second 
preceding year. 

(b)( 1) The city or county provided for operating purposes of public library services 
an amount exceeding 125 percent of the state average percentage of the adjusted net 
tax capacity or 125 percent of the state average local support per capita; and 

(2) the local government aid distribution for the current calendar year under chap­
ter 477A has been reduced below the originally certified amount for payment in the pre­
ceding calendar year, if the dollar amount of the reduction from the previous calendar 
year in support for operating purposes of public library services is not greater than the 
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dollar amount by which support for operating purposes of public library service would 
be decreased if the reduction in support were in direct proportion to the local govern­
ment aid reduction as a percentage of the previous calendar year's revenue base as 
denned in section 477A.011, subdivision 27. Determination of a grant under paragraph 
(b) shall be based on the most recent calendar year for which data are available. 

The city or county shall file a report with the department of education indicating 
the dollar amount and percentage of reduction in public library operating funds. 

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1989 c 329 art 10 s 5] 
Subd. 6. [Repealed, lSpl989 c 1 art 5 s 51] 

History: 1978 c 546 s 5; 1979 c 334 art 9 s 5,6; 1982 c 548 art 6 s 18; 1982 c 576 
s 1; 1982c642sl; 1986c471s5; 1987 c 268 art 7 s 16,17; 1988 c 719 art 5 s 84; 1988 
c 720 s 1; 1989 c 329 art 10 s 2,3; art 13 s 6,20; 1992 c 499 art 10 s 2,3 

134.341 COUNTY FINANCIAL SUPPORT. 
To ensure the availability of public library service to all people, every county shall 

provide financial support for public library services at no less than minimum amounts 
as specified in sections 134.33 and 134.34 and shall participate in the regional public 
library system to which it is assigned by the state board of education under section 
134.34, subdivision 3. Each county board of commissioners shall appoint at least one 
county resident to serve as a representative on the regional public library system board 
and may appoint more than one representative under terms and conditions of the 
regional public library system contract. 

History: 1987 c 398 art 9 s 2 

134.342 ALLOCATION OF LEVY AUTHORITY. 
Subdivision 1. Authority. A regional public library system board may adopt a writ­

ten resolution to assume responsibility for the allocation of the regional library system 
levy authority throughout the region. If adopted, the board shall furnish a list to the 
commissioners of revenue and education by July 1 of the levy year, containing the name 
of each member city, town, and county that will be participating in that regional system. 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1992 c 511 art 5 s 18] 
Subd. 3. Allocation of authority. A regional public library system board that has 

resolved to allocate library levy authority among its member cities, towns, and counties 
shall allocate the amount, up to the total amount certified to the board by the commis­
sioner of revenue, and shall notify each member city, town, and county by August 15 
of the levy year of its respective share of the total library levy for the region. Each mem­
ber city, town, or county located in the region shall levy the amount negotiated and 
agreed upon by the board and each member city, town, or county. 

The board shall certify to the commissioners of revenue and education by Septem­
ber 1 of the levy year, the levy amount allocated to each member city, town, and county 
in the regional library system. 

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1992 c 511 art 5 s 18] 

History: 1990 c 604 art 3 s 5 

134.35 REGIONAL LIBRARY BASIC SYSTEM SUPPORT GRANTS; DISTRIBU­
TION FORMULA. 

Subdivision 1. Grant application. Any regional public library system which quali­
fies according to the provisions of section 134.34 may apply for an annual grant for 
regional library basic system support. Regional public library districts under section 
134.201 may not compensate board members using grant funds. The amount of each 
grant for each fiscal year shall be calculated as provided in this section. 

Subd. 2. Fifty-seven and one-half percent of the available grant funds shall be dis­
tributed to provide all qualifying systems an equal amount per capita. Each system's 
allocation pursuant to this subdivision shall be based on the population it serves. 
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Subd. 3. Twelve and one-half percent of the available grant funds shall be distrib­
uted to provide all qualifying systems an equal amount per square mile. Each system's 
allocation pursuant to this subdivision shall be based on thearea it serves. 

Subd. 4. Five percent of the available grant funds shall bib-paid to each system as 
a base grant for basic system services. 

Subd. 5. Twenty-five percent of the available grant funds shall be distributed to 
regional public library systems based upon the adjusted net tax capacity per capita for 
each member county or participating portion of a county as calculated for the second 
year preceding the fiscal year for which the grant is made. Each system's entitlement 
shall be calculated as follows: 

(a) Multiply the adjusted net tax capacity per capita for each county or participat­
ing portion of a county by .0082. 

(b) Add sufficient grant funds that are available under this subdivision to raise the 
amount of the county or participating portion of a county with the lowest value calcu­
lated according to paragraph (a) to the amount of the county or participating portion 
of a county with the next highest value calculated according to paragraph (a). Multiply 
the amount of the additional grant funds by the population of the county or participat­
ing portion of a county. 

(c) Continue the process described in paragraph (b) by adding sufficient grant 
funds that are available under this subdivision to the amount of a county or participat­
ing portion of a county with the next highest value calculated in paragraph (a) to raise 
it and the amount of counties and participating portions of counties with lower values 
calculated in paragraph (a) up to the amount of the county or participating portion of 
a county with the next highest value, until reaching an amount where funds available 
under this subdivision are no longer sufficient to raise the amount of a county or partici­
pating portion of a county and the amount of counties and participating portions of 
counties with lower values up to the amount of the next highest county or participating 
portion of a county. 

(d) If the point is reached using the process in paragraphs (b) and (c) at which the 
remaining grant funds under this subdivision are not adequate for raising the amount 
of a county or participating portion of a county and all counties and participating por­
tions of counties with amounts of lower value to the amount of the county or participat­
ing portion of a county with the next highest value, those funds are to be divided on 
a per capita basis for all counties or participating portions of counties that received 
grant funds under the calculation in paragraphs (b) and (c). 

Subd. 6. [Expired] 
Subd. 6. Population determination. Population shall be determined according to 

section 477A.011, subdivision 3. 

History: 1978 c 546 s 6; 1979 c 334 art 9 s 7,8; 1981 c 358 art 6 s 27; lSp!985 c 12 
art 9 s 1; 1988 c 719 art 5 s 84; 1989 c 329 art 13 s 20; 1991 c 265 art 10 s 4; 1993 c 375 
art 7 s 4 

134.351 MULTICOUNTY, MULTITYPE LIBRARY SYSTEMS. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment. The state board of education, upon the advice of the 

advisory council to the office of library development and services, may approve the 
establishment of multicounty, multitype library systems and the geographic boundaries 
of those systems. 

Subd. 2. Services. Each multicounty, multitype library system is encouraged to 
develop services including, but not limited to the following: referral of users, 
intrasystem reciprocal borrowing, cooperative collection development, cooperative ref­
erence services, staff development, research and development, cooperative storage 
facilities, publicity and community relations. 

Subd. 3. Agreement. In order for a multicounty, multitype library system to qual­
ify for a planning, development or operating grant pursuant to sections 134.353 and 
134.354, each participating library in the system shall adopt an organizational agree­
ment providing for the following: 
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(a) Sharing of resources among all participating libraries; 
(b) Long-range planning for cooperative programs; 
(c) The development of a delivery system for services and programs; 
(d) The development of a bibliographic database; and 
(e) A communications system among all cooperating libraries. 
Subd. 4. Governance. In any area where the boundaries of a proposed multicounty, 

multitype library system coincide with the boundaries of the regional library system or 
district, the regional library system or district board shall be designated as the govern­
ing board for the multicounty, multitype library system. In any area where a proposed 
multicounty, multitype library system encompasses more than one regional library sys­
tem or district, the governing board of the multicounty, multitype library system shall 
consist of nine members appointed by the cooperating regional library system or dis­
trict boards from their own membership in proportion to the population served by each 
cooperating regional library system or district. In each multicounty, multitype library 
system there shall be established an advisory committee consisting of two representa­
tives of public libraries, two representatives of school media services, one representa­
tive of special libraries, one representative of public supported academic libraries, and 
one representative of private academic libraries. The advisory committee shall recom­
mend needed policy to the system governing board. 

Subd. 5. Property. All property given, granted, conveyed, donated, devised or 
bequeathed to, or otherwise acquired by any multicounty multitype library system 
board shall vest in, and be held in the name of, the multicounty multitype library sys­
tem board. Any conveyance, grant, donation, devise, bequest, or gift made to, or in the 
name of, any multicounty multitype library system shall be deemed to have been made 
directly to the multicounty multitype library system board. 

Subd. 6. Ratification. All property heretofore given, granted, conveyed, donated, 
devised, bequeathed to, or otherwise acquired by any multicounty multitype library 
system board is hereby validated, ratified and confirmed as the property of the board. 

Subd. 7. Reports. Each multicounty, multitype system receiving a grant pursuant 
to section 134.353 or 134.354 shall provide an annual progress report to the depart­
ment of education. 

History: 7979 c 334 art 9 s 9; 1981 c 358 art 6 s 28-30; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 13,14; 
lSpl985 c 12 art 9 s 2; 1988 c 718 art 7 s 53; 1991 c 265 art 11 s 21; 1993 c 375 art 7 
s5 

134.352 [Repealed, 1983 c 314 art 11 s 21 ] 

134.353 MULTICOUNTY, MULTITYPE LIBRARY SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT 
GRANT. 

The state board of education may provide development grants to multicounty, 
multitype library systems. In awarding a development grant, the state board shall con­
sider the extra costs incurred in systems located in sparsely populated and large geo­
graphic regions. 

History: 1979 c 334 art 9 s 11; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 15 

134.354 MULTICOUNTY, MULTITYPE LIBRARY SYSTEM OPERATING 
GRANT. 

The state board of education may provide operating grants to multicounty, multi-
type library systems. In awarding an operating grant, the state board shall consider the 
extra costs incurred in systems located in sparsely populated and large geographic areas. 

History: 1983 c 314 art 11 s 16 

134.36 RULES. 
The state board of education shall promulgate rules as necessary for implementa­

tion of library grant programs. 
History: 1978 c 546 s 7; 1981 c 358 art 6 s 31; 1983 c 314 art 11 s 17 
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134.40 PROTECTION OF LIBRARY MATERIAL. 
Section 609.541 describes misuse of library materials and prescribes penalties for 

intentional removal of, damage to, and detention of library materials. 

History: 1983 c 280 s 1 

134.41 LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION; JOINT FINANCING. 
Subdivision 1. Local government unit defined. For purposes of this section, the term 

"local government unit" means a home rule charter or statutory city, county, or town. 
Subd. 2. Powers. A local government unit may agree with other local government 

units to subject taxable property within their boundaries to taxation to discharge debt 
incurred for the construction of a library and related facilities. The portion of the debt 
to be discharged by taxation in each unit must be set by agreement. A unit may also 
agree to discharge a portion of the costs of construction or debt incurred for the costs 
by a transfer of money available to the unit that the unit is not obliged by law to use 
for some other purpose. A proposed agreement that has a town as a party must be 
approved at the town's annual meeting by the electors before the agreement is effective. 
Obligations for the purpose may be issued jointly by the agreeing units without an elec­
tion and are not subject to the general limit on net debt in any unit. In other respects, 
the debt must be incurred and discharged in accordance with chapter 475. 

History: 1987 c 380 art 2 s 1 

134.45 LIBRARY ACCESSIBILITY GRANTS. 
Subdivision 1. Application; definition. Public library jurisdictions may apply to the 

commissioner of education for grants to improve accessibility to their library facilities. 
For the purposes of this section, "public library jurisdictions" means regional public 
library systems, regional library districts, cities, and counties operating libraries under 
chapter 134. 

Subd. 2. Approval by commissioner. The commissioner of education, in consulta­
tion with the state council on disability, may approve or disapprove applications under 
this section. The grant money must be used only to remove architectural barriers from 
a building or site. 

Subd. 3. Application forms. The commissioner of education shall prepare applica­
tion forms and establish application dates. 

Subd. 4. Match. A public library jurisdiction applying for a grant under this sec­
tion must match the grant with local funds. 

Subd. 5. Qualification. A public library jurisdiction may apply for a grant in an 
amount up to 50 percent of the approved costs of removing architectural barriers from 
a building or site. 

Subd. 6. Award of grants. The commissioner, in consultation with the state council 
on disability, shall examine and consider all applications for grants. If a public library 
jurisdiction is found not qualified, the commissioner shall promptly notify it. The com­
missioner shall prioritize grants on the following bases: the public library jurisdiction's 
tax burden, the long-term feasibility of the project, the suitability of the project, and 
the need for the project. If the total amount of the applications exceeds the amount that 
is or can be made available, the commissioner shall award grants according to the com­
missioner's judgment and discretion and based upon a ranking of the projects accord­
ing to the factors listed in this subdivision. The commissioner shall promptly certify 
to each public library jurisdiction the amount, if any, of the grant awarded to it. 

Subd. 7. Project budget. A public library jurisdiction that receives a grant must 
provide the commissioner with the project budget and any other information the com­
missioner requests. 

History: 1994 c 643 s 63 
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