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CHAPTER 271 

TAX COURT 

271.04 Hearings. 271.19 Costs and disbursements. 
271.06 Appeals from orders. 271.21 Small claims division. 

271.04 HEARINGS. 
Subdivision 1. Generally. The tax court shall hold hearings and meetings as may 

be prescribed by the rules of the tax court. The principal office of the tax court shall 
be in Saint Paul, but it shall hold hearings at any other place within the state, so that 
taxpayers may appear before the court with as little inconvenience and expense to the 
taxpayer as is practicable. The tax court shall be allowed to use the district court court 
room in all of the counties. The administrator of the tax court shall consult with the 
court administrator of the district court involved before a schedule of court room to 
be used by the tax court is established. Each tax court judge may hear and decide cases. 
Upon petition by a party to a case, or upon a motion by a tax court judge, and approval 
by a majority of the tax court, a case may be tried before the entire tax court. When 
an appeal is taken by a resident taxpayer from an order of the commissioner, not 
involving property taxes, venue for the case shall be, at the election of the taxpayer, in 
Ramsey county or in the district court judicial district in which the taxpayer resides. 
Venue shall be in Ramsey county for an appeal taken by a nonresident taxpayer from 
an order of the commissioner. Venue for all other cases arising under the tax laws of 
the state shall be in the same judicial district as if the case was being tried in district 
court. 

Subd. 2. Exclusion of certain evidence. Information, including income and expense 
figures, verified net rentable areas, and anticipated income and expenses, for income-
producing property which is not provided to the county assessor at least 30 days before 
any hearing under this chapter, is not admissible except if necessary to prevent undue 
hardship or when the failure to provide it was due to the unavailability of the evidence 
at that time. 

History: 7997 c 291 art 1 s 8 

271.06 APPEALS FROM ORDERS. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 4. Appeal fee. At the time of filing the notice of appeal the appellant shall 
pay to the court administrator of the tax court an appeal fee of $50; provided, that no 
appeal fee shall be required of the commissioner of revenue, the attorney general, the 
state or any of its political subdivisions. In small claims division, the appeal fee shall 
be $5. The provisions of chapter 563, providing for proceedings in forma pauperis, shall 
also apply for appeals to the tax court. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 7, see M.S.1990] 

History: 7997 c 345 art 1 s 85 

271.19 COSTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 
Upon the determination of any appeal under this chapter before the tax court, or 

of any review hereunder by the supreme court, the costs and disbursements shall be 
taxed and allowed in favor of the prevailing party and against the losing party as in civil 
actions. In any case where a person liable for a tax or other obligation has lost an appeal 
or review instituted by the person, and the tax court or court shall determine that the 
person instituted the same merely for the purposes of delay, or that the taxpayer's posi­
tion in the proceedings is frivolous, additional costs, commensurate with the expense 
incurred and services performed by the agencies of the state in connection with the 
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appeal, but not exceeding $5,000 in any case, may be allowed against the taxpayer, in 
the discretion of the tax court or court. Costs and disbursements allowed against any 
such person shall be added to the tax or other obligation determined to be due, and shall 
be payable therewith. To the extent described in section 3.761, where an award of costs 
and attorney fees is authorized under section 3.762, the costs and fees shall be allowed 
against the state, including expenses incurred by the taxpayer to administratively pro­
test or appeal to the department of revenue the order, decision, or report of the commis­
sioner that is the subject of the tax court proceedings. Costs and disbursements allowed 
against the state or other public agencies shall be paid out of funds received from taxes 
or other obligations of the kind involved in the proceeding, or other funds of the agency 
concerned appropriated and available therefor. Witnesses in proceedings under this 
chapter shall receive like fees as in the district court, to be paid in the first instance by 
the parties by whom the witnesses were called, and to be taxed and allowed as herein 
provided. 

History: 1991 c 345 art 1 s 86 

271.21 SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 6. (a) The hearing in the small claims division shall be informal and without 
a jury. The judge may hear any testimony and receive any evidence the judge deems 
necessary or desirable for a just determination of the case except as provided in para­
graph (b). Sales ratio studies published by the department of revenue may be admissible 
as a public record without foundation. All testimony shall be given under oath. A party 
may appear personally or may be represented or accompanied by an attorney. No tran­
script of the proceedings shall be kept. 

(b) Information, including income and expense figures, verified net rentable areas, 
and anticipated income and expenses, for income-producing property which is not pro­
vided to the county assessor at least 30 days before any hearing under this chapter, is 
not admissible except if necessary to prevent undue hardship or when the failure to pro­
vide it was due to the unavailability of the evidence at that time. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 11, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 291 art 1 s 9 
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