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CHAPTER 222 

RAILWAYS, UTILITIES; GENERAL PROVISIONS 

222.37 Public roads; use, restriction. 222.63 Abandoned right-of-way; state rail 
bank. 

222.37 PUBLIC ROADS; USE, RESTRICTION. 
Subdivision 1. Use requirements. Any water power, telegraph, telephone, pneu

matic tube, pipeline, community antenna television, cable communications or electric 
light, heat, or power company may use public roads for the purpose of constructing, 
using, operating, and maintaining lines, subways, canals, or conduits, for their business, 
but such lines shall be so located as in no way to interfere with the safety and conve
nience of ordinary travel along or over the same; and, in the construction and mainte
nance of such line, subway, canal, or conduit, the company shall be subject to all 
reasonable regulations imposed by the governing body of any county, town or city in 
which such public road may be. If the governing body does not require the company 
to obtain a permit, a company shall notify the governing body of any county, town, or 
city having jurisdiction over a public road prior to the construction or major repair, 
involving extensive excavation on the road right-of-way, of the company's equipment 
along, over, or under the public road, unless the governing body waives the notice 
requirement. A waiver of the notice requirement must be renewed on an annual basis. 
For emergency repair a company shall notify the governing body as soon as practical 
after the repair is made. Nothing herein shall be construed to grant to any person any 
rights for the maintenance of a telegraph, telephone, pneumatic tube, community 
antenna television system, cable communications system, or light, heat, or power sys
tem within the corporate limits of any city until such person shall have obtained the 
right to maintain such system within such city or for a period beyond that for which 
the right to operate such system is granted by such city. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 99 s 2 

222.63 ABANDONED RIGHT-OF-WAY; STATE RAIL BANK. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 4. Disposition permitted. The commissioner may lease any rail line or right-
of-way held in the state rail bank or enter into an agreement with any person for the 
operation of any rail line or right-of-way for any of the purposes set forth in subdivision 
2 in accordance with a fee schedule to be developed by the commissioner. The commis
sioner may convey any rail line or right-of-way, for consideration or for no consider
ation and upon other terms as the commissioner may determine to be in the public 
interest, to any other state agency or to a governmental subdivision of the state having 
power by law to utilize it for any of the purposes set forth in subdivision 2. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 8, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 199 art 2 s 16 
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