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221.025 EXEMPTIONS. 
Except as provided in sections 221.031 and 221.033, the provisions of this chapter 

do not apply to the intrastate transportation described below: 
(a) the transportation of students to or from school or school activities in a school 

bus inspected and certified under section 169.451; 
(b) the transportation of rubbish as defined in section 443.27; 
(c) a commuter van as defined in section 221.011, subdivision 27; 
(d) authorized emergency vehicles as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 5, 

including ambulances, and tow trucks when picking up and transporting disabled or 
wrecked motor vehicles and when carrying proper and legal warning devices; 

(e) the transportation of grain samples under conditions prescribed by the board; 
(f) the delivery of agricultural lime; 
(g) the transportation of dirt and sod within an area having a 50-mile radius from 

the home post office of the person performing the transportation; 
(h) a person while exclusively engaged in the transportation of sand, gravel, bitu

minous asphalt mix, concrete ready mix, concrete blocks or tile and the mortar mix to 
be used with the concrete blocks or tile, or crushed rock to or from the point of loading 
or a place of gathering within an area having a 50-mile radius from that person's home 
post office or a 50-mile radius from the site of construction or maintenance of public 
roads and streets; 

(i) the transportation of pulpwood, cordwood, mining timber, poles, posts, decora
tor evergreens, wood chips, sawdust, shavings, and bark from the place where the prod
ucts are produced to the point where they are to be used or shipped; 

(j) a person while engaged exclusively in transporting fresh vegetables from farms 
to canneries or viner stations, from viner stations to canneries, or from canneries to 
canneries during the harvesting, canning, or packing season, or transporting potatoes, 
sugar beets, wild rice, or rutabagas from the field of production to the first place of deliv
ery or unloading, including a processing plant, warehouse, or railroad siding; 

(k) a person engaged in transporting property or freight, other than household 
goods and petroleum products in bulk, entirely within the corporate limits of a city or 
between contiguous cities except as provided in section 221.296; 

(1) the transportation of unprocessed dairy products in bulk within an area having 
a 100-mile radius from the home post office of the person providing the transportation; 

(m) a person engaged in transporting agricultural, horticultural, dairy, livestock, 
or other farm products within an area having a 25-mile radius from the person's home 
post office and the carrier may transport other commodities within the 25-mile radius 
if the destination of each haul is a farm; 

(n) passenger transportation service that is not charter service and that is under 
contract to and with operating assistance from the department or the regional transit 
board. 

History: 1991 c 284 s 5; 1991 c 333 s 32 

221.031 RULES FOR OPERATION OF CARRIERS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 8, see M.S.1990] 
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Subd. 9. Out-of-service criteria adopted by reference. The North American Uni
form Driver, Vehicle, and Hazardous Materials Out-Of-Service Criteria developed and 
adopted by the federal highway administration and the commercial vehicle safety alli
ance are adopted in Minnesota. 

History: 1991 c 333 s 33 

221.033 REGULATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 4. Variance. The commissioner may adopt rules to provide a procedure to 
grant variances from regulations adopted under subdivision 1, and contained in Code 
of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 180. The variances must apply only to cargo tanks 
with a capacity of 3,000 gallons or less that transport gasoline in intrastate commerce 
in Minnesota and were first used in transportation before August 1, 1991. The commis
sioner shall establish inspection, testing, and registration requirements to ensure the 
safety of cargo tanks operated under a variance granted under this subdivision. 

History: 1991 c 298 art 4 s 10; 1991 c 333 s 34 

221.091 LIMITATIONS. 
No provision in sections 221.011 to 221.291 and 221.84 shall authorize the use by 

any carrier of any public highway in any city of the first class in violation of any charter 
provision or ordinance of such city in effect January 1, 1925, unless and except as such 
charter provisions or ordinance may be repealed after that date; nor shall sections 
221.011 to 221.291 and 221.84 be construed as in any manner taking from or curtailing 
the right of any city to reasonably regulate or control the routing, parking, speed or the 
safety of operation of a motor vehicle operated by any carrier under the terms of sec
tions 221.011 to 221.291 and 221.84, or the general police power of any such city over 
its highways; nor shall sections 221.011 to 221.291 and 221.84 be construed as abrogat
ing any provision of the charter of any such city requiring certain conditions to be com
plied with before such carrier can use the highways of such city and such rights and 
powers herein stated are hereby expressly reserved and granted to such city; but no such 
city shall prohibit or deny the use of the public highways within its territorial bounda
ries by any such carrier for transportation of passengers or property received within its 
boundaries to destinations beyond such boundaries, or for transportation of passengers 
or property from points beyond such boundaries to destinations within the same, or 
for transportation of passengers or property from points beyond such boundaries 
through such municipality to points beyond the boundaries of such municipality, where 
such operation is pursuant to a certificate of convenience and necessity issued by the 
commission or to a permit issued by the commissioner under section 221.84. 

History: 1991 c 284 s 6 

221.124 INITIAL MOTOR CARRIER CONTACT PROGRAM. 
Subdivision 1. Initial motor carrier contact. The initial motor carrier contact pro

gram consists of an initial contact, for educational purposes, between a motor carrier 
required to participate and representatives of the department of transportation. The 
initial contact may be through an educational seminar or at the discretion of the depart
ment through a personal meeting with a representative of the department. The initial 
contact must consist of a discussion of the statutes, rules, and regulations that apply 
to motor carriers. Topics discussed must include: carrier authority; the leasing of driv
ers and vehicles; insurance requirements; tariffs; annual reports; accident reporting; 
identification of vehicles; driver qualifications; maximum hours of service of drivers; 
the safe operation of vehicles; equipment, parts, and accessories; and inspection, repair, 
and maintenance. The department shall provide written documentation of proof of 
compliance with the requirements of subdivision 2 and shall give a copy of the docu
ment to the motor carrier. 
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Subd. 2. Participation required. A motor carrier that receives a certificate or permit 
from the board for new authority on or after September 1, 1991, shall participate in 
the initial motor carrier contact program. A motor carrier required to participate in the 
program must have in attendance at least one motor carrier official having a substantial 
interest or control, directly or indirectly, in or over the operations conducted or to be 
conducted under the certificate or permit. 

Subd. 3. Time for compliance. A motor carrier required by subdivision 2 to partici
pate in the program must do so within 90 days of the service date of the order granting 
the certificate or permit. Failure to comply with the requirement of subdivision 2 makes 
the order granting the certificate or permit void upon expiration of the time for compli
ance. 

History: 1991 c 333 s 35 

221.605 COMPLIANCE BY CARRIERS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 3. Out-of-service criteria adopted by reference. The North American Uni
form Driver, Vehicle, and Hazardous Materials Out-Of-Service Criteria developed and 
adopted by the federal highway administration and the commercial vehicle safety alli
ance are adopted in Minnesota. 

History: 1991 c 333 s 36 

221.84 OPERATION OF LIMOUSINES. 
Subdivision 1. Definition. "Limousine service" means a service that: 
(1) is not provided on a regular route; 
(2) is provided in an unmarked luxury passenger automobile that is not a van or 

station wagon and has a seating capacity of not more than 12 persons, excluding the 
driver; 

(3) provides only prearranged pickup; and 
(4) charges more than a taxicab fare for a comparable trip. 
Subd. 2. Permit required; rules. No person may operate a for-hire limousine ser

vice without a permit from the commissioner. The commissioner shall adopt rules gov
erning the issuance of permits for for-hire operation of limousines that include: 

(1) annual inspections of limousines; 
(2) driver qualifications, including requiring a criminal history check of drivers; 
(3) insurance requirements in accordance with section 168.128; 
(4) advertising regulation, including requiring a copy of the permit to be carried 

in the limousine and use of the words "licensed and insured"; 
(5) provisions for agreements with political subdivisions for sharing enforcement 

costs; 
(6) issuance of temporary permits and temporary permit fees; and 
(7) other requirements deemed necessary by the commissioner. 

This section does not apply to limousines operated by persons meeting the definition 
of private carrier in section 221.011, subdivision 26. 

Subd. 3. Penalties. The commissioner may issue an order requiring violations of 
statutes, rules, and local ordinances governing operation of limousines to be corrected 
and assessing monetary penalties up to $1,000. The commissioner may suspend or 
revoke a permit for violation of applicable statutes and rules and, upon the request of 
a political subdivision, may immediately suspend a permit for multiple violations of 
local ordinances. The commissioner shall immediately suspend a permit for failure to 
maintain required insurance and shall not restore the permit until proof of insurance 
is provided. A person whose permit is revoked or suspended or who is assessed an 
administrative penalty may appeal the commissioner's action in a contested case pro
ceeding under chapter 14. 
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Subd. 4. Permits; decals. (a) The commissioner shall design a distinctive decal to 
be issued to permit holders under this section. Each decal is valid for one year from 
the date of issuance. No person may operate a limousine that provides limousine ser
vice unless the limousine has such a decal conspicuously displayed. 

(b) During the period July 1, 1991, to June 30, 1992, the fee for each decal issued 
under this section is $150. After June 30, 1992, the fee for each decal is $80. The fee 
for each permit issued under this section is $ 150. The commissioner shall deposit all 
fees under this section in the trunk highway fund. 

History: 1991 c 284 s 7 
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