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CHAPTER 216C 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE; ENERGY 
DIVISION 

216C.02 Powers and duties of commissioner; 216C. 195 Energy code amendments; commercial 
rules. buildings. 

216C.02 POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER; RULES. 
Subdivision 1. Powers, (a) The commissioner may: 
(1) apply for, receive, and spend money received from federal, municipal, county, 

regional, and other government agencies and private sources; 
(2) apply for, accept, and disburse grants and other aids from public and private 

sources; 
(3) contract for professional services if work or services required or authorized to 

be carried out by the commissioner cannot be satisfactorily performed by employees 
of the department or by another state agency; 

(4) enter into interstate compacts to carry out research and planning jointly with 
other states or the federal government when appropriate; 

(5) upon reasonable request, distribute informational material at no cost to the 
public; and 

(6) enter into contracts for the performance of the commissioner's duties with fed­
eral, state, regional, metropolitan, local, and other agencies or units of government and 
educational institutions, including the University of Minnesota, without regard to the 
competitive bidding requirements of chapters 16A and 16B. 

(b) The commissioner shall collect information on conservation and other energy-
related programs carried on by other agencies, by public utilities, by cooperative elec­
tric associations, by municipal power agencies, by other fuel suppliers, by political sub­
divisions, and by private organizations. Other agencies, cooperative electric 
associations, municipal power agencies, and political subdivisions shall cooperate with 
the commissioner by providing information requested by the commissioner. The com­
missioner may by rule require the submission of information by other program opera­
tors. The commissioner shall make the information available to other agencies and to 
the public and, as necessary, shall recommend to the legislature changes in the laws gov­
erning conservation and other energy-related programs to ensure that: 

(1) expenditures on the programs are adequate to meet identified needs; 
(2) the needs of low-income energy users are being adequately addressed; 
(3) duplication of effort is avoided or eliminated; 
(4) a program that is ineffective is improved or eliminated; and 
(5) voluntary efforts are encouraged through incentives for their operators. 
The commissioner shall appoint an advisory task force to help evaluate the infor­

mation collected and formulate recommendations to the legislature. The task force 
must include low-income energy users. 

(c) By January 15 of each year, the commissioner shall report to the legislature on 
the projected amount of federal money likely to be available to the state during the next 
fiscal year, including grant money and money received by the state as a result of litiga­
tion or settlements of alleged violations of federal petroleum pricing regulations. The 
report must also estimate the amount of money projected as needed during the next 
fiscal year to finance a level of conservation and other energy-related programs ade­
quate to meet projected needs, particularly the needs of low-income persons and house­
holds, and must recommend the amount of state appropriations needed to cover the 
difference between the projected availability of federal money and the projected needs. 
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[For text of subds 2 .and 3, see M.S.1990J 

History: 1991 c 235 art 1 s 3 

216C.195 ENERGY CODE AMENDMENTS; COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS. 
Subdivision 1. Commissioner to adopt. Not later than September 1, 1992, the com­

missioner of public service shall adopt amendments to the energy code portion of the 
Minnesota building code to implement energy-efficient standards for new commercial 
buildings. 

Subd. 2. Adoption of ASHRAE/IES 90.1 standard. The standards adopted under 
subdivision 1 must require energy efficiency at least as stringent as: 

(1) the "minimum performance" standards for opaque building envelopes; and 
(2) the January 1, 1992, standards for heating, ventilating and air conditioning, 

and water heating as proposed in ASHRAE/IES standard 90.1. 
Subd. 3. Lighting standards. The standards adopted under subdivision 1 must be 

at least as stringent as lighting standards for new federal buildings (for 1993) in Code 
of Federal Regulations, title 10, section 435.103. 

History: 1991 c 235 art 1 s 5 
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