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171.01 DEFINITIONS.
[For text of subds 1 to 21, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 22. Commercial motor vehicle. “Commercial motor vehicle” means a motor
vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used to transport passengers or property if
the motor vehicle:

(1) has a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds;

(2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds and
the combination of vehicles has a combined gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000
pounds;

(3) is a bus;

(4) is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials, except
for those vehicles having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less and carrying
in bulk tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons of liquid fertilizer and petroleum
products; or

(5) is outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus, except for school buses
defined in section 169.44, subdivision 15.

[For text of subd 23, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 24. Special transportation service. “Special transportation service” means
motor vehicle transportation provided on a regular basis by a public or private entity
or person that is designed primarily to serve individuals who are elderly, handicapped,
or disabled and who are unable to use regular means of transportation but do not
require ambulance service, as defined in section 144.801, subdivision 4. Special trans-
portation service includes but is not limited to service provided by specially equipped
buses, vans, and taxis. Special transportation service does not include a volunteer
driver using a private passenger vehicle that belongs to the volunteer.

Subd. 25. Farm truck. For purposes of this chapter only, “farm truck” means a sin-
gle-unit truck, including a pickup truck as defined in section 168.011; truck-tractor;
tractor; semitrailer; or trailer, used by its owner:

(1) to transport from the farm to the market agricultural, horticultural, dairy, or
other farm products, including livestock, produced or finished by the owner of the farm
truck;

(2) to transport the owner’s other personal property from the farm to market; or

(3) to transport property and supplies to the farm of the owner.

Subd. 26. Hazardous materials. “Hazardous materials” means those materials
found to be hazardous for the purposes of the federal Hazardous Materials Transporta-
tion Act and that require the motor vehicle to be placarded under Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, title 49, part 172, subpart F.

History: 1991 ¢ 298 art 7 s 1; 1991 ¢ 333 5 21-23
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171.015 DRIVER’'S LICENSE DIVISION.
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1991 ¢ 199 art 1 s 59]
[For text of subds 5 and 6, see M.S. 1990}

171.02 LICENSE; SURRENDER OF OTHER LICENSES.

Subdivision 1. License required. No person, except those hereinafter expressly
exempted, shall drive any motor vehicle upon any street or highway in this state unless
such person has a license valid under the provmons of this chapter for the type or class
of vehicle being driven. No person shall receive a driver’s license unless and until the
person surrenders to the department all valid driver’s licenses in possession issued to
the person by any other jurisdiction. All surrendered licenses shall be returned by the
department to the issuing department together with information that licensee is now
licensed in new jurisdiction. No person shall be permitted to have more than one valid
driver’s license at any time. No person may receive a driver’s license, other than an
instruction permit or a limited license, unless the person surrenders to the department
any Minnesota identification card issued to the person under section 171.07, subdivi-
sion 3.

Subd. 2. Driver’s license classifications, endorsements, exemptions. Drivers’
licenses shall be classified according to the types of vehicles which may be driven by
the holder of each type or class of license. The commissioner may, as appropriate, sub-
divide the classes listed in this subdivision and issue licenses classified accordingly. No
class of license shall be valid to operate a motorcycle, school bus, special transportation
service vehicle, tank vehicle, double-trailer or triple-trailer combination, vehicle trans-
porting hazardous materials, or bus, unless so endorsed. There shall be four general
classes of licenses as follows:

(a) Class C; valid for:

-(1) all farm trucks operated by (i) the owner, (ii) an immediate family member of
the owner, (ii1) an employee of the owner not primarily employed to operate the farm
truck, within 150 miles of the farm, or (iv) an employee of the owner employed during
harvest to operate the farm truck for the first, continuous transportation of agricultural
products from the production site or on-farm storage site to any other location within
50 miles of that site;

(2) fire trucks and emergency fire equipment, whether or not in excess of 26,000
pounds gross vehicle weight, operated by a firefighter while on duty, or a tiller operator
employed by a fire department who drives the rear portion of a midmount aerial ladder
truck;

(3) recreational equipment as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 25, that is
operated for personal use; and

(4) all single unit vehicles except vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of more than
26,000 pounds, vehicles designed to carry more than 15 passengers including the
driver, and vehicles that carry hazardous materials; and

(5) with a special transportation service vehicle endorsement, operatmg a motor
vehicle providing special transportation service.

The holder of a class C license may also tow vehicles if the combination of vehicles
has a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less.

(b) Class CC; valid for:
(1) operating class C vehicles;

(2) with a hazardous materials endorsement, transporting hazardous materials in
class C vehicles; and

(3) with a school bus endorsement, operating school buses designed to transport
15 or fewer passengers, including the driver.

(c) Class B; valid for all vehicles in class C, class CC, and all other single unit vehi-
cles including, with a passenger endorsement, buses.
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(d) Class A; valid for any vehicle or combination thereof.

Subd. 2a. Exception. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, a hazardous materials
endorsement is not required to operate a vehicle having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000
pounds or less while carrying in bulk tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons of petro-
leum products and liquid fertilizer.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1990]

History: 1991 ¢ 298 art 7 s 2; 1991 ¢ 333 s 24-26
NOTE: Subdivision 2a was also added by Laws 1991, chapter 174, section 8, to read as follpws:

“Subd. 2a. Hazardous materials; exception. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, a hazardous materials endorsement is not
required to operate a motor vehicle with a gross weight of not more than 26,000 pounds, carrying in bulk tanks a total of
not more than 200 gallons of petroleum products or liquid fertilizer or pesticide.”

171.03 PERSONS EXEMPT.
The following persons are exempt from license hereunder:

(1) aperson in the employ or service of the United States federal government while
driving or operating a motor vehicle owned by or leased to the United States federal
government, except that only a noncivilian operator of a commercial motor vehicle
owned or leased by the United States Department of Defense or the Minnesota national
guard is exempt from the requirement to possess a valid commercial motor vehicle
driver’s license;

(2) any person while driving or operating any farm tractor, or implement of hus-
bandry temporarily operated or moved on a highway, and for purposes of this section
an all-terrain vehicle, as defined in section 84.92, subdivision 8, is not an implement
of husbandry;

(3) a nonresident who is at least 15 years of age and who has in immediate posses-
sion a valid driver’s license issued to the nonresident in the home state or country may
operate a motor vehicle in this state only as a driver;

(4) a nonresident who has in immediate possession a valid commercial driver’s
license issued by a state in compliance with the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act
of 1986, United States Code, title 49, sections 521, 2304, and 2701 to 2716, and who
is operating in Minnesota the class of commercial motor vehicle authorized by the issu-
ing state;

(5) any nonresident who is at least 18 years of age, whose home state or country
does not require the licensing of drivers may operate a motor vehicle as a driver, only
for a period of not more than 90 days in any calendar year if the motor vehicle so oper-
ated is duly registered for the current calendar year in the home state or country of such
nonresident;

(6) any person who becomes a resident of the state of Minnesota and who has in
possession a valid driver’s license issued to the person under and pursuant to the laws
of some other state or province or by military authorities of the United States may oper-
ate a motor vehicle as a driver, only for a period of not more than 60 days after becom-
ing a resident of this state w1thout being required to have a Minnesota driver’s license
as provided in this chapter;

(7) any person who becomes a resident of the state of Minnesota and who has in
possession a valid commercial driver’s license issued by another state in compliance
with the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, United States Code, title 49,
sections 521, 2304, and 2701 to 2716, for not more than 30 days after becommg a resi-
dent of this state; and

(8) any person operating a snowmobile, as defined in section 84.81.
History: 1991 ¢ 3335 27

171.06 APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSES, PERMITS; FEES.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M_S. 1990)
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Subd. 2a. Fee increased. The fee for any duplicate drivers license which is obtained
for the purpose of adding a two-wheeled vehicle endorsement is increased by $15 for
each first such duplicate license and $12 for each renewal thereof. The additional fee
shall be paid into the state treasury and credited as follows:

(1) $7.50 of the additional fee for each first duplicate license, and $6 of the addi-
tional fee for each renewal, must be credited to the motorcycle safety fund which is
hereby created; provided that any fee receipts in excess of $500,000 in a fiscal year shall
be credited 90 percent to the trunk highway fund and ten percent to the general fund,
as provided in section 171.26.

(2) The remainder of the additional fee must be credited to the general fund.

All application forms prepared by the commissioner for two-wheeled vehicle
endorsements shall clearly contain the information that of the total fee charged for the
endorsement, $6 is dedicated to the motorcycle safety fund.

Subd. 2b. Surtax imposed. A surtax of $2 is imposed on classified drivers license
and classified under 21 drivers licenses in subdivision 2. This surtax does not apply to
duplicate drivers licenses. The surtax must be paid into the state treasury and credited
to the emergency medical services personnel account established in section 353D.01.

Subd. 3. Contents of application; other information. An application must state the
full name, date.of birth, sex and residence address of the applicant, a description of the
applicant in such manner as the commissioner may require, and must state whether or
not the applicant has theretofore been licensed as a driver; and, if so, when and by what
state or country and whether any such license has ever been suspended or revoked, or
whether an application has ever been refused; and, if so, the date of and reason for such
suspension, revocation, or refusal, together with such facts pertaining to the applicant
and the applicant’s ability to operate a motor vehicle with safety as may be required
by the commissioner. An application for a Class CC, Class B, or Class A driver’s license
also must state the applicant’s social security number. The application form must con-
tain a space where the applicant may indicate a desire to make an anatomical gift. If
the applicant does not indicate a desire to make an anatomical gift when the application
is made, the applicant must be offered a donor document in accordance with section
171.07, subdivision 5. The application form must contain statements sufficient to com-
ply with the requirements of the uniform anatomical gift act (1987), sections 595.921
t0 525.9224, so that execution of the application or donor document will make the ana-
tomical gift as provided in section 171.07, subdivision 5, for those indicating a desire
to make an anatomical gift. The application form must contain a notification to the
applicant of the availability of a living will designation on the license under section
171.07, subdivision 7. The application must be in the form prepared by the commis-
sioner.

The application form must be accompanied by a pamphlet containing relevant
facts relating to:

(1) the effect of alcohol on driving ability;

(2) the effect of mixing alcohol with drugs;

(3) the laws of Minnesota relating to operation of a motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; and

(4) the levels of alcohol-related fatalities and accidents in Minnesota and of arrests
for alcohol-related violations.

The application form must also be accompanied by a pamphlet describing Minne-
sota laws regarding anatomical gifts and the need for and benefits of anatomical gifts.

[For text of subds 3a and 4, see M.S.1990]

History: 1991 ¢ 202 s 13; 1991 ¢ 2335 60; 1991 c 291 art 195 1
NOTE: For the effective date of subdivision 2b, see Laws 1991, chapter 291, article 19, section 11.
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171.07 INFORMATION ON LICENSES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS.
[For text of subds 1 to 2, see M.S.1990}

Subd. 3. Identification card; fee. Upon payment of the required fee, the department
shall issue to every applicant therefor a Minnesota identification card. The department
may not issue a Minnesota identification card to a person who has a driver’s license,
other than an instruction permit or a limited license. The card must bear a distinguish-
ing number assigned to the applicant, a colored photograph or an electronically pro-
duced image, the full name, date of birth, residence address, a description of the
applicant in the manner as the commissioner deems necessary, and a space upon which
the applicant shall write the usual signature and the date of birth of the applicant with
pen and ink.

Each Minnesota identification card must be plainly marked “Minnesota identifica-
tion card - not a driver’s license.” The fee for a Minnesota identification card issued
to a person who is mentally retarded, as defined in section 252A.02, subdivision 2, is
50 cents.

[For text of subds 3a and 4, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 5. Anatomical gift; donor document. The department shall offer a donor doc-
ument to each person making application for a driver’s license or a Minnesota identifi-
cation card who indicates a desire not to make a decision about making an anatomical
gift at the time the application is made. The commissioner of public safety shall pre-
scribe the form of the donor document and the application for a driver’s license or a
Minnesota identification card. The forms must be designed so that execution by the
applicant of the donor document or application will make an anatomical gift under the
uniform anatomical gift act (1987), sections 525.921 to 525.9224. If the donor is 18
years of age or older, the donor document or application must be signed by the donor.
If the donor cannot sign, the donor document or application may be signed for the
donor at the donor’s direction, in the donor’s presence, and in the presence of two wit-
nesses who must sign the donor document or application in the donor’s presence. If the
donor is a minor, the donor document or application must be signed by the minor
donor, and one of the minor donor’s parents, a legal guardian, or a parent having legal
custody. If the minor cannot sign, the donor document or application may not be signed
for the minor. The department shall identify donors of anatomical gifts by the designa-
tion “donor” on the front side of the donor’s driver’s license or Minnesota identifica-
tion card. The issuance of a driver’s license or Minnesota identification card identifying
the person as a “donor” completes the donation process and the license or identification
card constitutes the final donor record. The department is not required to keep the
physical record of the donor card or application after issuing the driver’s license or
identification card for the donation to be valid. The department shall maintain a com-
puter record of donors. Revocation, suspension, expiration, or cancellation of the
license does not invalidate the anatomical gift. The designation “donor” constitutes
sufficient legal authority for the removal of all body organs or parts upon death of the
donor for the purpose of transplantation. The donor designation may be removed only
upon written notice to the department. Delivery of the license or Minnesota identifica-
tion card during the donor’s lifetime is not necessary to make the gift valid.

[For text of subds 6 and 7, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 8. Certification; school bus safety laws. Before a driver’s license may be
issued or renewed, an applicant for a driver’s license or renewal shall certify by signa-
ture that the applicant is aware of the duties and responsibilities required of drivers
under section 169.444 to guard against jeopardizing the safety of school children
around school buses and the penalties for violating that section. A failure to make this
certification does not bar a prosecution for violation of section 169.444.

History: 1991 ¢ 202 s 14; 1991 ¢ 277 s 13; 1991 ¢ 333 5 28
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171.10 DUPLICATE LICENSES; VEHICLE ENDORSEMENT.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 2. Endorsements added. Any person, after applying for or receiving a driv-
er’s license and prior to the expiration year of the license, who wishes to have a motor-
cycle, school bus, special transportation service vehicle, tank vehicle, passenger,
double-trailer or triple-trailer, or hazardous materials vehicle endorsement added to
the license, shall, after taking the necessary examination, apply for a duplicate license
and make payment of the proper fee.

History: 1991 c 298 art 7s 3

171.13 EXAMINATION.

Subdivision 1. Applicants. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the com-
missioner shall examine each applicant for a driver’s license by such agency as the com-
missioner directs. This examination must include a test of applicant’s eyesight; ability
to read and understand highway signs regulating, warning, and directing traffic; knowl-
edge of traffic laws; knowledge of the effects of alcohol and drugs on a driver’s ability
to operate a motor vehicle safely and legally; knowledge of railroad grade crossing
safety; an actual demonstration of ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control
in the operation of a motor vehicle; and other physical and mental examinations as the
commissioner finds necessary to determine the applicant’s fitness to operate a motor
vehicle safely upon the highways, provided, further however, no driver’s license shall
be denied an applicant on the exclusive grounds that the applicant’s eyesight is deficient
in color perception. Provided, however, that war veterans operating motor vehicles
especially equipped for handicapped persons, shall, if otherwise entitled to a license,
be granted such license. The commissioner shall make provision for giving these exami-
nations either in the county where the applicant resides or at a place adjacent thereto
reasonably convenient to the applicant.

[For text of subds la to Ic, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 1d. Railroad cressing safety. The commissioner shall include in each edition
of the driver’s manual published by the department a section relating to safe operation
of vehicles at railroad grade crossings.

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 5. Fee for vehicle endorsement. Any person applying to secure a motorcycle,
school bus, special transportation service vehicle, tank vehicle, passenger, double-
trailer or triple-trailer, or hazardous materials vehicle endorsement on the person’s
driver’s license shall pay a $2.50 examination fee at the place of application.

History: 1991 c 298 art 25 3,4, art 75 4

171.165 COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE, DISQUALIFICATION.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1990]

Subd. 3. Grave or multiple offenses. Subject to section 171.166, the commissioner
shall disqualify a person from operating commercial motor vehicles for:

(1) not less than three years, for a conviction or revocation set forth in subdivision
1 or 2 committed during the transportation of hazardous materials;

(2) not less than ten years, if the person is convicted a second or subsequent time
of an offense set forth in subdivision 1 or 2, a statute of another state or ordinance in
conformity with it, or any combination of those offenses; or

(3) life, if the person is convicted under chapter 152 of a felony involving the man-
ufacture, sale, or distribution of a controlled substance, or involving the possession of
a controlled substance with intent to manufacture, sell, or distribute it, and the person
is found to have used a commercial motor vehicle in the commission of the felony.
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[For text of subds 4 to 7, see M.S.1990]
History: 1991 ¢ 333 5 29

171.17 REVOCATION.

Subdivision 1. Offenses. The department shall immediately revoke the license of
a driver upon receiving a record of the driver’s conviction of:

(1) manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle or criminal
vehicular homicide or injury under section 609.21;

(2) a violation of section 169.121 or 609.487;

(3) a felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle was used;

(4) failure to stop and disclose identity and render aid, as required under section
169.09, in the event of a motor vehicle accident, resulting in the death or personal
injury of another;

(5) perjury or the making of a false affidavit or statement to the department under
any law relating to the ownership or operation of a motor vehicle;

(6) except as this section otherwise provides, conviction, plea of guilty, or forfei-
ture of bail not vacated, upon three charges of violating, within a period of 12 months,
any of the provisions of chapter 169 or of the rules or municipal ordinances enacted
in conformance with chapter 169, for which the accused may be punished upon convic-
tion by imprisonment;

(7) conviction of two or more violations, within five years, of the misdemeanor
offense described in section 169.444, subdivision 2, paragraph (a);

(8) conviction of the misdemeanor offense described in section 169.443, subdivi-
sion 7, or the gross misdemeanor offense described in section 169.444, subdivision 2,
paragraph (b);

(9) conviction of an offense in another state that, if committed in this state, would
be grounds for revoking the driver’s license.

Subd. 2. Offenses by juveniles. When a juvenile court Judge or duly authorized
agent determines under a proceeding held under chapter 260 that a person under the
age of 18 years has committed an offense defined in this section, the judge or authorized
agent shall immediately report this determination to the department, and the commis-
sioner shall immediately revoke the person’s driver’s license.

Subd. 3. Notice. Upon revoking a driver’s license under this chapter, the depart-
ment shall immediately notify the licensee, in writing, by depositing in the United
States post office a notice addressed to the licensee at the licensee’s last known address,
with postage prepaid.

History: 1991 ¢ 270 s 2; 1991 ¢ 277 s 14

171.18 SUSPENSION.

Subdivision 1. Offenses. The commissioner may suspend the license of a driver
without preliminary hearing upon a showing by department records or other sufficient
evidence that the licensee:

(1) has committed an offense for which mandatory revocation of license is
required upon conviction,

(2) has been convicted by a court for violating a provision of chapter 169 or an
ordinance regulating traffic and department records show that the violation contributed
in causing an accident resulting in the death or personal injury of another, or serious
property damage;

(3) is an habitually reckless or negligent driver of a motor vehicle;

(4) is an habitual violator of the traffic laws;

(5) is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle as determined in a judicial proceeding;

(6) has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use of the license;
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(7) has committed an offense in another state that, if committed in this state,
would be grounds for suspension;

(8) has committed a violation of section 169.444, subdivision 2, paragraph (a);
(9) has committed a violation of section 171.22;
(10) has failed to appear in court as provided in section 169.92, subdivision 4; or

(11) has failed to report a medical condition that, if reported, would have resulted
in cancellation of driving privileges.

However, an action taken by the commissioner under clause (2) or (5) must con-
form to the recommendation of the court when made in connection with the prosecu-
tion of the licensee.

Subd. 2. Notice. Upon suspending a driver’s license under this section, the depart-
ment shall immediately notify the licensee, in writing, by depositing in the United
States post office a notice addressed to the licensee at the licensee’s last known address,
with postage prepaid.

Subd. 3. Hearing. (a) The licensee may request, in writing, a hearing. The depart-
ment shall afford the requesting licensee an opportunity for a hearing within 20 days
after receipt of the request in the county where the licensee resides, unless the depart-
ment and the licensee agree that the hearing may be held in some other county.

(b) For the hearing, the commissioner may administer oaths and issue subpoenas
for the attendance of witnesses and the production of relevant books and papers, and
may require a reexamination of the licensee.

(c) Following the hearing, the department shall either rescind its order of suspen-
sion or, for good cause shown, may extend the suspension of the license or revoke the
license.

(d) The department shall not suspend a license for a period of more than one year.
History: 1991 ¢ 277 s 15

171.26 MONEY CREDITED TO FUNDS.

All money received under the provisions of this chapter shall be paid into the state
treasury with 90 percent of such money credited to the trunk highway fund, and ten
percent credited to the general fund, except as provided in sections 171.06, subdivision
2a; and 171.29, subdivision 2.

History: 1991 ¢ 233561

171.29 REVOKED LICENSES; EXAMINATION FOR NEW LICENSES.

Subdivision 1. Examination required. No person whose driver’s license has been
revoked by reason of conviction, plea of guilty, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, under
section 171.17 or 65B.67, or revoked under section 169.123 or 169.792 shall be issued
another license unless and until that person shall have successfully passed an examina-
tion as required for an initial license.

Subd. 2. Fees, allocation. (a) A person whose drivers license has been revoked as
provided in subdivision 1, except under section 169.121 or 169.123, shall pay a $30
fee before the person’s drivers license is reinstated.

(b) A person whose drivers license has been revoked as provided in subdivision
1 under section 169.121 or 169.123 shall pay a $250 fee before the person’s drivers
license is reinstated to be credited as follows:

(1) 20 percent shall be credited to the trunk highway fund;
(2) 55 percent shall be credited to the general fund,

(3) eight percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the bureau
of criminal apprehension account. Money in this account may be appropriated to the
commissioner of public safety and shall be divided as follows: eight percent for labora-
tory costs; two percent for carrying out the provisions of section 299C.065;

(4) 12 percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the alcohol-
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impaired driver education account. Money in the-account may be appropriated to the
commissioner of education for grants to develop alcohol-impaired driver education
and chemical abuse prevention programs in elementary and secondary schools. The
state board of education shall establish guidelines for the distribution of the grants. At
least $70,000 must be awarded in grants to local school districts; and

(5) five percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the trau-
matic brain injury and spinal cord injury account. $100,000 is annually appropriated
from the account to the commissioner of human services for traumatic brain injury case
management services. The remaining money in the account is annually appropriated
to the commissioner of health to establish and maintain the traumatic brain injury and
spinal cord injury registry created in section 144.662 and to reimburse the commis-
sioner of jobs and training for the reasonable cost of services provided under section
268A.03, clause (0).

Subd. 3. Compliance with impoundment laws. A person whose license has been
revoked under section 169.121 or 169.123 may not be issued another license at the end
of the revocation period unless the person has complied with all applicable registration
plate impoundment provisions of sections 168.041 and 168.042.

History: 1991 c 265 art 85 12; 1991 ¢ 292 art 8 s 3; 1991 ¢ 301 5 9; 1991 ¢ 3335 30

171.30 LIMITED LICENSE.

Subdivision 1. Conditions of issuance. In any case where a person’s license has been
suspended under section 171.18 or revoked under section 65B.67, 169.121, 169.123,
169.792, or 171.17, the commissioner may issue a limited license to the driver includ-
ing under the following conditions:

(1) if the driver’s livelihood or attendance at a chemical dependency treatment or
counseling program depends upon the use of the driver’s license;

(2) if the use of a driver’s license by a homemaker is necessary to prevent the sub-
stantial disruption of the education, medical, or nutritional needs of the family of the
homemaker; or

(3) if attendance at a post-secondary institution of education by an enrolled stu-
dent of that institution depends upon the use of the driver’s license.

The commissioner in issuing a limited license may impose such conditions and
limitations as in the commissioner’s judgment are necessary to the interests of the pub-
lic safety and welfare including reexamination as to the driver’s qualifications. The
license may be limited to the operation of particular vehicles, to particular classes and
times of operation and to particular conditions of traffic. The commissioner may
require that an applicant for a limited license afirmatively demonstrate that use of pub-
lic transportation or carpooling as an alternative to a limited license would be a signifi-
cant hardship.

For purposes of this subdivision, “homemaker” refers to the person primarily per-
forming the domestic tasks in a household of residents consisting of at least the person
and the person’s dependent child or other dependents.

The limited license issued by the commissioner shall clearly indicate the limita-
tions imposed and the driver operating under the limited license shall have the license
in possession at all times when operating as a driver.

In determining whether to issue a limited license, the commissioner shall consider
the number and the seriousness of prior convictions and the entire driving record of
the driver and shall consider the number of miles driven by the driver annually.

If the person’s driver’s license or permit to drive, or nonresident operating privi-
leges, have been revoked under section 65B.67 or 169.792, the commissioner may only
issue a limited license to the person after the person has presented an insurance identifi-
cation card, policy, or written statement indicating that the driver or owner has insur-
ance coverage satisfactory to the commissioner of public safety. The commissioner of
public safety may require the insurance identification card provided to satisfy this sub-
division be certified by the insurance company to be noncancelable for a period not to
exceed 12 months.
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Subd. 2. 60-day waiting period. A limited license shall not be issued for a period
of 60 days to an individual whose license or privilege has been revoked or suspended
for commission of the following offenses:

(1) any felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle was used; or

(2) failure to stop and disclose identity as required under section 169.09, in the
event of a motor vehicle accident resulting in the death or personal injury of another.

Subd. 2a. 180-day waiting period. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, a limited license
shall not be issued for a period of 180 days to an individual whose license or privilege
has been revoked or suspended for commission of the offense of manslaughter resulting
from the operation of a motor vehicle or criminal vehicular homicide or injury under
section 609.21.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1990)

Subd. 4. Penalty. A person who violates a condition or limitation of a limited
license issued under subdivision 1 or fails to have the license in immediate possession
at all times when operating a motor vehicle is guilty of a misdemeanor. In addition, a
person who violates a condition or limitation of a limited license may not operate a
motor vehicle for the remainder of the period of suspension or revocation, or 30 days,
whichever is longer.

History: 1991 ¢ 270 s 3-5; 1991 ¢ 333 5 31

171.305 IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICE; PILOT PROGRAM; LICENSE CON-
DITION.

Subdivision 1. Definition. “Ignition interlock device” or “device” means breath
alcohol ignition equipment designed to prevent a motor vehicle’s ignition from being
started by a person whose alcohol concentration exceeds the calibrated setting on the
device.

Subd. 2. Pilot program. The commissioner shall establish a one-year statewide
pilot program for the use of an ignition interlock device by a person whose driver’s
license or driving privilege has been canceled and denied by the commissioner for an
alcohol or controlled substance related incident. After one year the commissioner shall
evaluate the program and shall report to the legislature by February 1, 1993, on whether
changes in the program are necessary and whether the program should be permanent.
No limited license shall be issued under this program after August 1, 1992,

Subd. 3. Performance standards. The commissioner shall specify performance
standards for ignition interlock devices, including standards relating to accuracy, safe
operation of the vehicle, and degree of difficulty rendering the device inoperative.

Subd. 4. Certification. The commissioner shall certify ignition interlock devices
that meet the performance standards and may charge the manufacturer of the ignition
interlock device a certification fee.

Subd. 5. Issuance of limited license. The commissioner may issue a limited license
to a person whose driver’s license has been canceled and denied due to an alcohol or
controlled substance related incident under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (8),
under the following conditions:

(1) at least one-half of the person’s required abstinence period has expired;
(2) the person has completed alil rehabilitation requirements; and

(3) the person agrees to drive only a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning
and certified ignition interlock device.

Subd. 6. Monitoring. The ignition interlock device must be monitored for proper
use and accuracy by an entity approved by the commissioner.

Subd. 7.Payment. The commissioner shall require that the person issued a limited
license under subdivision 5 pay all costs associated with use of the device.

Subd. 8. Proof of installation. A person approved for a limited license must pro-
vide proof of installation prior to issuance of the limited license.
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Subd. 9. Penalties. (a) A person who knowingly lends, rents, or leases a motor vehi-
cle that is not equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device to a person with
a limited license issued under subdivision 5 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) A person who tampers with, circumvents, or bypasses the ignition interlock
device, or assists another to tamper with, circumvent, or bypass the device, is guilty of
a misdemeanor.

(¢) The penalties of this subdivision do not apply if the action was taken for emer-
gency purposes or for mechanical repair, and the person limited to the use of an ignition
interlock device does not operate the motor vehicle while the device is disengaged.

Subd. 10. Cancellation of limited license, The commissioner shall cancel a limited
license issued under this section if the device registers a positive reading for use of alco-
hol or the person violates any conditions of the limited license.

History: 1991 ¢ 2705 6

171.3215 CANCELING BUS DRIVER’S ENDORSEMENT FOR CRIME
AGAINST MINOR. ,

Subdivision 1. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the
meanings given them.

(1) “School bus driver” means a person possessing a school bus driver’s endorse-
ment on a valid Minnesota driver’s license or a person possessing a valid Minnesota
driver’s license who drives a vehicle with a seating capacity of ten or less persons used
as a school bus.

(2) “Crime against a minor” means an act committed against a minor victim that
constitutes a violation of section 609.185, 609.19, 609.195, 609.20, 609.205, 609.21,
subdivision 1, 609.221, 609.222, 609.223, 609.342, 609.343, 609.344, 609.345,
609.352, or a felony violation of section 609.322, 609.323, 609.324, or 609.377.

Subd. 2. Cancellation. The commissioner within 10 days of receiving notice under
section 631.40, subdivision la, that a school bus driver has committed a crime against
a minor shall permanently cancel the school bus driver’s endorsement on the offender’s
driver’s license. Upon canceling the offender’s school bus driver’s endorsement, the
department shall immediately notify the licensed offender of the cancellation in writ-
ing, by depositing in the United States post office a notice addressed to the licensed
offender at the licensed offender’s last known address, with postage prepaid thereon.

Subd. 3. Background check. Before issuing or renewing a driver’s license with a
school bus driver’s endorsement, the department shall conduct an investigation to
determine whether the applicant has been convicted of committing a crime against a
minor. The department shall not issue a new bus driver’s endorsement and shall not
renew an existing bus driver’s endorsement if the applicant has been convicted of com-
mitting a crime against a minor.

History: 1991 ¢ 265 art 9 s 60

171.323 SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE DRIVERS.

Subdivision 1. Driver’s license with endorsement required. No person shall drive
a motor vehicle providing special transportation service within the seven-county met-
ropolitan area as defined in section 473.121, subdivision 2, without having a valid class
A, class B, or class CC driver’s license with a special transportation service vehicle
endorsement.

Subd. 2. Qualifications; rules. The commissioner of public safety shall prescribe
rules governing the procedures for issuance of a special transportation service vehicle
permit and endorsement, which include the following provisions:

(1) procedures for issuance of a special transportation service permit valid for not
more than 90 days upon proof that the applicant is not disqualified based on prior crim-
inal convictions as described in this section;

(2) procedures to issue a special transportation service vehicle endorsement if,
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within the permit period, the applicant provides proof of the completion of the training
required by the commissioner of transportation under section 174.30;

(3) procedures for withdrawal of an endorsement after issuance;

(4) procedures for applicants to challenge the withdrawal or denial of an endorse-
ment; and

(5) procedures for issuance of a certificate of endorsement for a nonresident driv-
ing special transportation service vehicles in Minnesota.

Subd. 3. Study of applicant. Before issuing or renewing a special transportation ser-
vice vehicle endorsement, the commissioner shall conduct a criminal records check of
the applicant. The commissioner may also conduct a records check at any time while
a person is so licensed. The check shall consist of a criminal records check of the state
criminal records repository. If the applicant has resided in Minnesota for less than five
years, the records check shall also include a criminal records check of information from
the state law enforcement agencies in the states where the applicant resided during the
five years before moving to Minnesota, and of the national criminal records repository
including the criminal justice data communications network. The applicant’s failure to
cooperate with the commissioner in conducting a records check is reasonable cause to
deny an application or cancel a special transportation vehicle endorsement. The com-
missioner may not release the results of a records check to any person except the appli-
cant.

Subd. 4. Disqualification for prior conviction. No endorsement shall be authorized
for any person unless the applicant or licensee:

(1) is not disqualified to receive a school bus endorsement due to criminal history;

(2) is not disqualified as a special transportation service driver under the rules of
the commissioner of transportation promulgated under section 174.30; and

(3) has a criminal record clear of conviction of offenses relating to vulnerable adult
abuse under section 626.557.

History: 1991 c 298 art 7 s 5
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