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169.01 DEFINITIONS. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 6. School bus. "School bus" means a motor vehicle used to transport pupils 
to or from a school defined in section 120.101, or to or from school-related activities, 
by the school or a school district, or by someone under an agreement with the school 
or a school district. A school bus does not include a motor vehicle transporting children 
to or from school for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from a 
school district, a motor coach operating under charter carrier authority, or a transit bus 
providing services as defined in section 174.22, subdivision 7. A school bus may be type 
I, type II, or type III as follows: 

(a) A "type I school bus" means a school bus of more than 10,000 pounds gross 
vehicle weight rating, designed for carrying more than ten persons. 

(b) A "type II school bus" is a bus with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 
pounds or less, designed for carrying more than ten persons. It must be outwardly 
equipped and identified as a school bus. 

(c) Type III school buses are restricted to passenger cars, station wagons, vans, and 
buses having a maximum manufacturer's rated seating capacity often people, including 
the driver, and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. In this subdivi
sion, "gross vehicle weight rating" means the value specified by the manufacturer as the 
loaded weight of a single vehicle. A "type III school bus" must not be outwardly 
equipped and identified as a school bus. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 51, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 52. Tow truck or towing vehicle. "Tow truck" or "towing vehicle" means a 
motor vehicle having a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 8,000 pounds or 
more, equipped with a crane and winch, or an attached device used exclusively to trans
port vehicles, and further equipped to control the movement of the towed vehicle. 

[For text ofsubds 53 to 74, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 75. Commercial motor vehicle, (a) "Commercial motor vehicle" means a 
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31 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.072 

motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used to transport passengers or prop
erty if the motor vehicle: 

(1) has a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds; 
(2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds and 

the combination of vehicles has a combined gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 
pounds; 

(3) is a bus; 
(4) is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials, except 

for those vehicles having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less while carrying 
in bulk tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons of petroleum products and liquid fer
tilizer; or 

(5) is outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus, except for school buses 
denned in section 169.44, subdivision 15. 

(b) For purposes of sections 169.1211, 169.1215, and 169.123, subdivisions 2 and 
4, a commercial motor vehicle does not include a farm truck, firefighting equipment, 
or recreational equipment being operated by a person within the scope of section 
171.02, subdivision 2, paragraph (a). 

Subd. 76. Hazardous materials. "Hazardous materials" means those materials 
found to be hazardous for the purposes of the federal Hazardous Materials Transporta
tion Act and that require the motor vehicle to be placarded under Code of Federal Reg
ulations, title 49, part 172, subpart F. 

History: 1991 c 112 s 1; 1991 c 277s 2; 1991 c 333 s 10,11 

169.072 UNAUTHORIZED MAILBOX INSTALLATIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Public hazard. A mailbox installation or support on a public high

way that does not meet the breakaway and location standards contained in rules 
adopted under subdivision 2 is declared to be a public nuisance, a road hazard, and a 
danger to the health and safety of the traveling public. 

Subd. 2. Standards; rulemaking. The commissioner shall by January 1, 1993, 
adopt rules that provide for standards and permissible locations of mailbox installa
tions and supports on a street or highway. The commissioner shall base the rules sub
stantially on federal highway administration regulations or recommendations, or other 
national standards or recommendations regarding the location and construction of 
safe, breakaway mailbox installations or supports. In adopting the rules, the commis
sioner shall consider the safety of the traveling public relative to the convenience and 
expense of owners of nonconforming mailbox installations or supports. The commis
sioner may provide for alternative standards to allow variances from the rules. 

Subd. 3. Removal, notice, (a) After adoption of the rules authorized under subdivi
sion 2, the commissioner or a road authority as denned in section 160.02, subdivision 
9, may remove and replace a mailbox installation or support that is (1) located on a 
street or highway under the jurisdiction of the commissioner or road authority, and (2) 
does not conform to the rules adopted under subdivision 2. The commissioner or road 
authority may remove and replace a nonconforming mailbox installation or support 
not less than 60 days after giving notice, by personal notice or certified mail to the 
owner or the resident at the address served by the mailbox, of its intent to remove and 
replace the installation or support. The commissioner or road authority may charge the 
owner or resident not more than $75 for the cost of the removal and replacement. 

(b) The notice must at a minimum: 
(1) inform the owner of the nonconforming installation or support; 
(2) inform the owner or resident of the applicable law and rules, including the rules 

that contain the standards for mailbox installations and supports on public streets and 
highways; 

(3) inform the owner or resident that the owner or resident must remove the instal
lation or support or bring it into compliance with the rules within 60 days of the date 
of the notice; 
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169.072 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 32 

(4) inform the owner or resident of the applicable laws and rules and the standards 
for mailbox installations and supports on public streets and highways, and provide 
plans or diagrams of examples of conforming installations or supports; 

(5) inform the owner or resident that if the nonconforming installation or support 
is not removed or replaced within 60 days of the date of the notice, the commissioner 
or road authority may remove and replace the installation or support at a cost of up 
to $75 to the owner or resident; and 

(6) inform the owner or resident that where the replacement is made in conjunc
tion with certain federally aided highway construction projects the replacement may 
be made at partial or no cost to the owner or resident. 

History: 1991 c 339 s 6 

169.09 ACCIDENTS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 12, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 13. Accident reports confidential. All written reports and supplemental 
reports required under this section to be provided to the department of public safety 
shall be without prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confiden
tial use of the department of public safety and other appropriate state, federal, county, 
and municipal governmental agencies for accident analysis purposes, except that the 
department of public safety or any law enforcement department of any municipality 
or county in this state shall, upon written request of any person involved in an accident 
or upon written request of the representative of the person's estate, surviving spouse, 
or one or more surviving next of kin, or a trustee appointed pursuant to section 573.02, 
disclose to the requester, the requester's legal counsel or a representative of the request
er's insurer any information contained therein except the parties' version of the acci
dent as set out in the written report filed by the parties or may disclose identity of a 
person involved in an accident when the identity is not otherwise known or when the 
person denies presence at the accident. No report shall be used as evidence in any trial, 
civil or criminal, arising out of an accident, except that the department of public safety 
shall furnish upon the demand of any person who has, or claims to have, made a report, 
or, upon demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident report has 
or has not been made to the department of public safety solely to prove a compliance 
or a failure to comply with the requirements that the report be made to the department 
of public safety. Disclosing any information contained in any accident report, except 
as provided herein, is unlawful and a misdemeanor. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent any person who has made a report 
pursuant to this chapter from providing information to any persons involved in an acci
dent or their representatives or from testifying in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out 
of an accident, as to facts within the person's knowledge. It is intended by this subdivi
sion to render privileged the reports required but it is not intended to prohibit proof 
of the facts to which the reports relate. Response or incident data may be released pur
suant to section 13.82, subdivision 4. 

When these reports are released for accident analysis purposes the identity of any 
involved person shall not be revealed. Data contained in these reports shall only be used 
for accident analysis purposes, except as otherwise provided by this subdivision. Acci
dent reports and data contained therein which may be in the possession or control of 
departments or agencies other than the department of public safety shall not be discov
erable under any provision of law or rule of court. 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this subdivision to the contrary, the commis
sioner of public safety shall give to the commissioner of transportation the name and 
address of a carrier subject to section 221.031 that is named in an accident report filed 
under subdivision 7 or 8. The commissioner of transportation may not release the name 
and address to any person. The commissioner shall use this information to enforce acci
dent report requirements under chapter 221. In addition the commissioner of public 
safety may give to the United States Department of Transportation commercial vehicle 
accident information in connection with federal grant programs relating to safety. 
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33 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.121 

The department may charge authorized persons a $5 fee for a copy of an accident 
report. 

[For text ofsubds 14 and 15, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 319 s 16 

169.121 DRIVERS UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 5a. Chemical dependency assessment charge, surcharge. When a court sen
tences a person convicted of an offense enumerated in section 169.126, subdivision 1, 
it shall impose a chemical dependency assessment charge of $76. A person shall pay 
an additional surcharge of $5 if the person is convicted of (i) a violation of section 
169.129, or (ii) a violation of this section within five years of a prior impaired driving 
conviction, as defined in subdivision 3, or a prior conviction for an offense arising out 
of an arrest for a violation of section 169.121 or 169.129. This section applies when 
the sentence is executed, stayed, or suspended. The court may not waive payment or 
authorize payment of the assessment charge and surcharge in installments unless it 
makes written findings on the record that the convicted person is indigent or that the 
assessment charge and surcharge would create undue hardship for the convicted person 
or that person's immediate family. 

The court shall collect and forward to the commissioner of finance the total amount 
of the chemical dependency assessment charge and surcharge within 60 days after sen
tencing or explain to the commissioner in writing why the money was not forwarded 
within this time period. The commissioner shall credit the money to the general fund. 

The chemical dependency assessment charge and surcharge required under this 
section are in addition to the surcharge required by section 609.101. 

Subd. 6. Preliminary screening test. When a peace officer has reason to believe 
from the manner in which a person is driving, operating, controlling, or acting upon 
departure from a motor vehicle, or has driven, operated, or controlled a motor vehicle, 
that the driver may be violating or has violated subdivision 1, the officer may require 
the driver to provide a sample of the driver's breath for a preliminary screening test 
using a device approved by the commissioner of public safety for this purpose. The 
results of this preliminary screening test shall be used for the purpose of deciding 
whether an arrest should be made and whether to require the tests authorized in section 
169.123, but shall not be used in any court action except (1) to prove that a test was 
properly required of a person pursuant to section 169.123, subdivision 2; or (2) in a 
civil action arising out of the operation or use of the motor vehicle. Following the 
screening test additional tests may be required of the driver pursuant to the provisions 
of section 169.123. 

The driver who refuses to furnish a sample of the driver's breath is subject to the 
provisions of section 169.123 unless, in compliance with section 169.123, the driver 
submits to a blood, breath or urine test to determine the presence of alcohol or a con
trolled substance. 

[For text of subd 7, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 8. Chemical use assessment. When the evidentiary test shows an alcohol 
concentration of 0.07 or more, that result shall be reported to the commissioner of pub
lic safety. The commissioner shall record that fact on the driver's record. When the 
driver's record shows a second or subsequent report of an alcohol concentration of 0.07 
or more within two years of a recorded report, the commissioner may require that the 
driver have a chemical use assessment meeting the commissioner's requirements. The 
assessment shall be at the driver's expense. In no event shall the commissioner deny 
the license of a person who refuses to take the assessment or to undertake treatment, 
if treatment is indicated by the assessment, for longer than 90 days. If an assessment 
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is made pursuant to this section, the commissioner may waive the assessment required 
by section 169.126. 

[For text ofsubds 9 and 10, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 10a. Civil action; punitive damages. In a civil action involving a motor vehi
cle accident, evidence that the accident was caused by a driver (1) with a blood alcohol 
concentration of. 10 or more, (2) who was under the influence of a controlled substance, 
or (3) who was under the influence of alcohol and refused to take a test required under 
section 169.123, subdivision 2, is sufficient for the trier of fact to consider an award 
of punitive damages. A criminal charge or conviction is not a prerequisite to consider
ation of punitive damages under this subdivision. At the trial in an action where the 
trier of fact will consider an award of punitive damages, evidence that the driver has 
been convicted of violating this section, section 169.129, or 609.21 is admissible into 
evidence. 

[For text of subd 11, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 270 s 1; 1991 c 321 s 2,3; 1991 c 333 s 12 

169.123 CHEMICAL TESTS FOR INTOXICATION. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 2. Implied consent; conditions; election of test, (a) Any person who drives, 
operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice 
of any boundary water of this state consents, subject to the provisions of this section 
and section 169.121, to a chemical test of that person's blood, breath, or urine for the 
purpose of determining the presence of alcohol or a controlled substance. The test shall 
be administered at the direction of a peace officer. The test may be required of a person 
when an officer has probable cause to believe the person was driving, operating, or in 
physical control of a motor vehicle in violation of section 169.121 and one of the fol
lowing conditions exist: 

(1) the person has been lawfully placed under arrest for violation of section 
169.121, or an ordinance in conformity with it; 

(2) the person has been involved in a motor vehicle accident or collision resulting 
in property damage, personal injury, or death; 

(3) the person has refused to take the screening test provided for by section 
169.121, subdivision 6; or 

(4) the screening test was administered and recorded an alcohol concentration of 
0.10 or more. 

The test may also be required of a person when an officer has probable cause to 
believe the person was driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor 
vehicle with the presence of any alcohol. 

(b) At the time a test is requested, the person shall be informed: 
(1) that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to determine if the person 

is under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance or, if the motor vehicle was 
a commercial motor vehicle, that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to 
determine the presence of alcohol; 

(2) that if testing is refused, the person's right to drive will be revoked for a mini
mum period of one year or, if the person is under the age of 18 years, for a period of 
one year or until the person reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is greater and, if the 
vehicle was a commercial motor vehicle, that the person will be disqualified from oper
ating a commercial motor vehicle for a minimum period of one year; 

(3) that if a test is taken and the results indicate an alcohol concentration of 0.10 
or more, the person's right to drive will be revoked for a minimum period of 90 days 
or, if the person is under the age of 18 years, for a period of six months or until the per
son reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is greater, and, if the vehicle was a commer-
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cial motor vehicle, that if the test results indicate the presence of any alcohol, the person 
will be prohibited from operating a commercial motor vehicle for 24 hours from issu
ance of an out-of-service order, and if the results indicate an alcohol concentration of 
0.04 or more, the person will be disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehi
cle for a minimum period of one year; 

(4) that whether a test is taken or refused, the person may be subject to criminal 
prosecution for an alcohol or controlled substance related driving offense; 

(5) that if testing is refused and the person's right to drive has been revoked once 
within the past five years or two or more times within the past ten years for an alcohol 
or controlled substance related driving offense, the person may be subject to criminal 
prosecution because the person refused testing; 

(6) that after submitting to testing, the person has the right to consult with an attor
ney and to have additional tests made by someone of the person's own choosing; and 

(7) that if the person refuses to take a test, the refusal may be offered into evidence 
against the person at trial. 

(c) The peace officer who requires a test pursuant to this subdivision may direct 
whether the test shall be of blood, breath, or urine. Action may be taken against a person 
who refuses to take a blood test only if an alternative test was offered and action may 
be taken against a person who refuses to take a urine test only if an alternative test was 
offered. 

[For text ofsubds 2a to 5a, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 5b. Administrative review. At any time during a period of revocation 
imposed under this section or a period of disqualification imposed under section 
171.165, a person may request in writing a review of the order of revocation or disquali
fication by the commissioner of public safety, unless the person is entitled to review 
under section 171.166. Upon receiving a request the commissioner or the commission
er's designee shall review the order, the evidence upon which the order was based, and 
any other material information brought to the attention of the commissioner, and 
determine whether sufficient cause exists to sustain the order. Within 15 days of receiv
ing the request the commissioner shall report in writing the results of the review. The 
review provided in this subdivision is not subject to the contested case provisions of 
the administrative procedure act in sections 14.001 to 14.69. 

The availability of administrative review for an order of revocation or disqualifica
tion has no effect upon the availability of judicial review under this section. 

Review under this subdivision shall take place, if possible, at the same time as any 
administrative review of the person's impoundment order under section 168.042, sub
division 9. 

Subd. 5c. Petition for judicial review. Within 30 days following receipt of a notice 
and order of revocation or disqualification pursuant to this section, a person may peti
tion the court for review. The petition shall be filed with the district court administrator 
in the county where the alleged offense occurred, together with proof of service of a copy 
on the commissioner of public safety, and accompanied by the standard filing fee for 
civil actions. No responsive pleading shall be required of the commissioner of public 
safety, and no court fees shall be charged for the appearance of the commissioner of 
public safety in the matter. 

The petition shall be captioned in the full name of the person making the petition 
as petitioner and the commissioner of public safety as respondent. The petition must 
include the petitioner's date of birth, driver's license number, and date of the offense. 
The petition shall state with specificity the grounds upon which the petitioner seeks 
rescission of the order of revocation, disqualification, or denial. 

The filing of the petition shall not stay the revocation, disqualification, or denial. 
The reviewing court may order a stay of the balance of the revocation or disqualifica
tion if the hearing has not been conducted within 60 days after filing of the petition 
upon terms the court deems proper. Judicial reviews shall be conducted according to 
the rules of civil procedure. 
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[For text ofsubds 6 and 7, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 8. Notice of action to other states. When a nonresident's privilege to operate 
a motor vehicle in this state has been revoked or denied, the commissioner of public 
safety shall give information in writing of the action taken to the official in charge of 
traffic control or public safety of the state of the person's residence and of any state in 
which the person has a license. 

[For text of subd 10, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 136 s 1,2; 1991 c 301 s 3; 1991 c 333 s 13,14 

169.126 CHEMICAL USE ASSESSMENTS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 2. Report, (a) The assessment report shall contain an evaluation of the con
victed defendant concerning the defendant's prior traffic record, characteristics and his
tory of alcohol and chemical use problems, and amenability to rehabilitation through 
the alcohol safety program. The report shall be classified as private data on individuals 
as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12. 

(b) The assessment report must include: 
(1) a recommended level of care for the offender in accordance with the criteria 

contained in rules adopted by the commissioner of human services under section 
254A.03, subdivision 3; 

(2) recommendations for other appropriate remedial action or care, that may con
sist of educational programs, one-on-one counseling, a program or type of treatment 
that addresses mental health concerns, or a combination of them; or 

(3) a specific explanation why no level of care or action was recommended. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 6, see M.S.1990] 

History: 7990 c 602 art 2 s 4; 1991 c 199 art 1 s 57 

169.1265 PILOT PROGRAMS OF INTENSIVE PROBATION FOR REPEAT 
DWI OFFENDERS. 

Subdivision 1. Grant application. The commissioner of public safety shall adminis
ter a program to provide grants to counties to establish programs of intensive probation 
for repeat violators of the driving while intoxicated laws. The commissioner shall adopt 
an application form on which a county or a group of counties may apply for a grant 
to establish a DWI repeat offender program. 

Subd. 2. Goals. The goals of the DWI repeat offender program are to protect public 
safety and provide an appropriate sentencing alternative for persons convicted of a vio
lation of section 169.129, or of repeat violations of section 169.121, who are considered 
to be of high risk to the community. 

Subd. 3. Program elements. To be considered for a grant under this section, a 
county program must contain the following elements: 

(1) an initial assessment of the offender's chemical dependency, with recom
mended treatment and aftercare; 

(2) several stages of probation supervision, including: 
(i) a period of at least 30 days' incarceration in a local or regional detention facil

ity; 
(ii) a period during which an offender is, at all times, either working, on home 

detention, being supervised at a program facility, or traveling between two of these 
locations; 

(iii) a period of home detention; and 
(iv) a period of gradually decreasing involvement with the program; 
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(3) decreasing levels of intensity and contact with probation officials based on the 
offender's successful participation in the program and compliance with its rules; 

(4) a provision for increasing the severity of the program's requirements when an 
offender offends again or violates the program's rules; 

(5) a provision for offenders to continue or seek employment during their period 
of intensive probation; 

(6) a requirement that offenders abstain from alcohol and controlled substances 
during the probation period; and 

(7) a requirement that all or a substantial part of the costs of the program be paid 
by the offenders. 

Subd. 4. Training. Counties participating in the program shall provide to affected 
officials relevant training in intensive probation programs. 

History: 1991 c 270 s 8 

169.14 SPEED RESTRICTIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5d, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. Se. Speed limit on park roads. The political subdivision with authority over 
a park may establish a speed limit on a road located within the park. A speed limit 
established under this subdivision on a trunk highway is effective only with the com
missioner's approval. A speed limit established under this subdivision must be based 
on an engineering and traffic investigation prescribed by the commissioner of transpor
tation and must not be lower than 20 miles per hour, and no speed limit established 
under this subdivision may reduce existing speed limits by more than 1S miles per 
hour. A speed limit established under this subdivision is effective on the erection of 
appropriate signs designating the speed limit and indicating the beginning and end of 
the reduced speed zone. Any speed in excess of the posted speed is unlawful. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 10, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 298 art 4 s 9 

169.26 SPECIAL STOPS AT RAILROADS. 
Subdivision 1. Requirements, (a) When any person driving a vehicle approaches 

a railroad grade crossing under any of the circumstances stated in this paragraph, the 
driver shall stop the vehicle not less than ten feet from the nearest railroad track and 
shall not proceed until safe to do so. These requirements apply when: 

(1) a clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device warns of the immediate 
approach of a railroad train; 

(2) a crossing gate is lowered warning of the immediate approach or passage of a 
railroad train; or 

(3) an approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous proximity. 
(b) The fact that a moving train approaching a railroad grade crossing is visible 

from the crossing is prima facie evidence that it is not safe to proceed. 
(c) The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain stopped and not traverse the grade 

crossing when a human flagger signals the approach or passage of a train. No person 
may drive a vehicle past a flagger at a railroad crossing until the flagger signals that the 
way is clear to proceed. 

Subd. la. Violation. A police officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle if the 
police officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in 
violation of subdivision 1 within the past four hours. 

Subd. 2. Penalty, (a) A driver who violates subdivision 1 is guilty of a misdemea
nor. 

(b) The owner or, in the case of a leased vehicle, the lessee of a motor vehicle is 
guilty of a petty misdemeanor if a motor vehicle owned or leased by that person is oper-
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ated in violation of subdivision 1. This paragraph does not apply to a lessor of a motor 
vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name and address of the lessee. This paragraph 
does not apply if the motor vehicle operator is prosecuted for violating subdivision 1. 
A violation of this paragraph does not constitute grounds for revocation or suspension 
of the owner's or lessee's driver's license. 

Subd. 3. Driver training. All driver education courses approved by the commis
sioner of education and the commissioner of public safety must include instruction on 
railroad-highway grade crossing safety. The commissioner of education and the com
missioner of public safety shall by rule establish minimum standards of course content 
relating to operation of vehicles at railroad-highway grade crossings. 

History: 1991 c 298 art 2 s 2 

169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGES FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 
Subdivision 1. Scope of privilege. A vehicle that prominently displays the certifi

cate authorized by this section or that bears license plates issued under section 168.021, 
may be parked by or for a physically disabled person: 

(1) in a designated parking space for disabled persons, as provided in section 
169.346; and 

(2) in a metered parking space without obligation to pay the meter fee and without 
time restrictions unless time restrictions are separately posted on official signs. 

For purposes of this subdivision, a certificate is prominently displayed if it is dis
played on the dashboard in the left-hand corner of the front windshield of the vehicle 
with no part of the certificate obscured. 

Notwithstanding clauses (1) and (2), this section does not permit parking in areas 
prohibited by sections 169.32 and 169.34, in designated no parking spaces, or in park
ing spaces reserved for specified purposes or vehicles. A local governmental unit may, 
by ordinance, prohibit parking on any street or highway to create a fire lane, or to 
accommodate heavy traffic during morning and afternoon rush hours and these ordi
nances also apply to physically disabled persons. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 4, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 301 s 4 

169.346 PARKING FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED; PROHIBITIONS; PENAL
TIES. 

Subdivision 1. Parking criteria. A person shall not: 
(1) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to a parking space designated and 

reserved for the physically disabled, on either private or public property; 
(2) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to an area designated by a local gov

ernmental unit as a transfer zone for disabled persons; or 
(3) exercise the parking privilege provided in section 169.345, unless: 
(i) that person is a physically disabled person as defined in section 169.345, subdi

vision 2, or the person is transporting or parking a vehicle for a physically disabled per
son; and 

(ii) the vehicle visibly displays one of the following: a license plate issued under 
section 168.021, a certificate issued under section 169.345, or an equivalent certificate, 
insignia, or license plate issued by another state, a foreign country, or one of its political 
subdivisions. 

Subd. 2. Signs; parking spaces free of obstructions; penalty, (a) Parking spaces 
reserved for physically disabled persons must be designated and identified by the post
ing of signs incorporating the international symbol of access in white on blue and indi
cating that violators are subject to a fine of up to $200. These parking spaces are 
reserved for disabled persons with vehicles displaying the required certificate, license 
plates, or insignia. Signs sold after August 1, 1991, must conform to the design require-
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ments in this paragraph. For purposes of this subdivision, a parking space that is clearly 
identified as reserved for physically disabled persons by a permanently posted sign that 
does not meet all design standards, is considered designated and reserved for physically 
disabled persons. A sign posted for the purpose of this section must be visible from 
inside a vehicle parked in the space, be kept clear of snow or other obstructions which 
block its visibility, and be nonmovable or only movable by authorized persons. 

(b) The owner or manager of the property on which the designated parking space 
is located shall ensure that the space is kept free of obstruction. If the owner or manager 
allows the space to be blocked by snow, merchandise, or similar obstructions for 24 
hours after receiving a warning from a peace officer, the owner or manager is guilty of 
a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of up to $500. 

[For text ofsubd 3, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 301 s 5,6 

169.42 LITTERING; DROPPING OBJECTS ON VEHICLES; PENALTY. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 5. Penalty. Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of 
a misdemeanor. The record of any conviction of or plea of guilty under this section of 
a person operating a motor vehicle shall be immediately forwarded to the department 
of public safety for inclusion upon that offender's driving record. Any second or subse
quent offense under this section shall require a minimum fine in the amount of $400. 
Any judge may, for any violation of this section, order the offender to pick up litter 
along any public highway or road for four to eight hours under the direction of the 
department of transportation, with the option of a jail sentence being imposed. 

History: 1991 c 138 s 1 

169.421 CIVIL LIABILITY FOR LITTERING. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 4. Damages. Any person or governmental body injured by a violation of 
subdivision 3 may bring a civil action and recover as damages the actual costs of 
removal and disposal of the litter plus exemplary damages not to exceed $400, together 
with costs and disbursements, including reasonable attorney's fees, as determined by 
the court. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 8, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 138 s 2 

169.44 [Repealed, 1991 c 277 s 18] 

169.441 SCHOOL BUS IDENTIFICATION. 
Subdivision 1. Identification and signal requirements, generally. For purposes of 

sections 169.441 to 169.448, school bus means a motor vehicle that is outwardly 
equipped and identified as a school bus. A motor vehicle that satisfies the identification 
requirements of this section and the signal equipment requirements of section 169.442 
is considered outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus. 

Subd. 2. Color requirements, (a) A new school bus must be painted national school 
bus glossy yellow if it is to be used in Minnesota as a school bus, and can seat more than 
ten people, including the driver. 

(b) A school bus that is substantially repainted must be painted national school 
bus glossy yellow. 

(c) The roof of a school bus may be painted white. 
Subd. 3. Sign on bus; application of other law. Sections 169.442, subdivisions 2 and 
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3; 169.443, subdivision 2; and 169.444, subdivisions 1,4, and 5, apply only if the school 
bus bears on its front and rear a plainly visible sign containing the words "school bus" 
in letters at least eight inches in height. 

The sign must be removed or covered when the vehicle is being used as other than 
a school bus. 

Subd. 4. "MN" designation in bus body serial number. School bus bodies manufac
tured after December 31, 1991, and used on streets and highways in Minnesota must 
bear the designation "MN" within the bus body identification number. The "MN" des
ignation may be made only by the manufacturer and must not be located on either end 
of the bus body identification number. The manufacturer of the school bus body certi
fies by the "MN" designation that the bus body has been manufactured to meet the 
minimum standards required of school bus bodies by law. A school bus body manufac
tured before January 1, 1992, that does not bear a current inspection sticker on July 
1, 1992, may not be used on streets and highways in Minnesota after July 1, 1992, 
unless its manufacturer recertifies that the school bus body meets minimum standards 
required of school bus bodies by law. 

Subd. 5. Optional markings; rules. A school district or technical college may elect 
to show on the front and rear of the school buses that it owns or contracts for, a plainly 
visible, summary message explaining section 169.444, subdivisions 1 and 2. If the 
school district or technical college elects to display the message, it must conform with 
the rules of the commissioner of education. The commissioner shall adopt rules govern
ing the size, type, design, display, and content of the summary message that may be 
shown. 

History: 1991c 277 s 3 

169.442 SCHOOL BUS SIGNALS. 
Subdivision 1. Signals required. A type I or type II school bus must be equipped 

with a stop signal arm, prewarning flashing amber signals, and flashing red signals. 
Subd. 2. Flashing signals on stop arm. A school bus stop signal arm may be 

equipped with alternately flashing red warning signals that are visible both to the front 
and to the rear of the bus. School buses manufactured after July 1, 1989, must be so 
equipped. 

Subd. 3. Approval of signals. Flashing prewarning amber signals and flashing red 
signals must be of a type approved by the commissioner of public safety. The signals 
must be a complete system meeting minimum standards required by this section and 
state board of education rules. 

Subd. 4. Optional warning system. In addition to equipment required under subdi
vision 1, and notwithstanding section 169.64, a school bus may be equipped with a 
driver-activated, exterior student-control, warning system. The driver shall activate 
this system when the use of the stop signal arm and flashing red signals is required under 
section 169.443, subdivision 1. 

Subd. S. White strobe lamps on school buses. Notwithstanding sections 169.55, 
subdivision 1; 169.57, subdivision 3, paragraph (b), or other law to the contrary, a 
school bus that is subject to and complies with the color and equipment requirements 
of subdivision 1 and section 169.441, subdivision 1, may be equipped with a 360-
degree, flashing strobe lamp that emits a white light with a flash rate of 60 to 120 flashes 
a minute. The lamp may be used only as provided in this subdivision. 

The strobe lamp must be of a double flash type certified to the commissioner of 
public safety by the manufacturer as being weatherproof and having a minimum effec
tive light output of 200 candelas as measured by the Blondel-Rey formula. The lamp 
must be permanently mounted on the longitudinal center line of the bus roof not less 
than two feet nor more than seven feet forward of the rear roof edge. It must operate 
from a separate switch containing an indicator lamp to show when the strobe lamp is 
in use. 

The strobe lamp may be lighted only when atmospheric conditions or terrain 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1991 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1991 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



41 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.443 

restrict the visibility of school bus lamps and signals so as to require use of the bright 
strobe lamp to alert motorists to the presence of the school bus. A strobe lamp may not 
be lighted unless the school bus is actually being used as a school bus. 

History: 1991 c 277 s 4 

169.443 SAFETY OF SCHOOL CHILDREN; BUS DRIVER'S DUTIES. 
Subdivision 1. Using bus signals. A driver of a school bus shall activate the pre-

warning flashing amber signals of the bus before stopping to load or unload school chil
dren. The driver shall activate and continuously operate the amber signals for a 
distance of at least 100 feet before stopping in a speed zone of 35 miles per hour or less 
and at least 300 feet before stopping in a speed zone of more than 35 miles per hour. 
On stopping for this purpose, the driver shall extend the stop signal arm and activate 
the flashing red signals. The driver shall not retract the stop signal arm nor extinguish 
the flashing red signals until loading or unloading is completed, students are seated, and 
children who must cross the roadway are safely across. 

Subd. 2. Use of stop signal arm. (a) The stop signal arm of a school bus must be 
used in conjunction with the flashing red signals only when the school bus is stopped 
on a street or highway to load or unload school children. 

(b) A local authority, including the governing body of an Indian tribe, may by ordi
nance require that a school bus activate the stop signal arm and flashing red signals 
while stopped to unload school children at a location other than a location on a street 
or highway. The ordinance must designate each location where the requirement is 
imposed. The requirement is effective only if the local authority has erected signs at 
or near the location to provide adequate notice that other vehicles are required to obey 
section 169.444, subdivision 1, when those signals are activated. 

Subd. 3. When signals not used. School bus drivers shall not activate the prewarn-
ing flashing amber signals or flashing red signals: 

(1) in special school bus loading areas where the bus is entirely off the traveled por
tion of the roadway and where no other motor vehicle traffic is moving or is likely to 
be moving within 20 feet of the bus; 

(2) in residential or business districts of home rule or statutory cities when 
directed not to do so by the local school administrator; 

(3) when a school bus is being used on a street or highway for purposes other than 
the actual transportation of school children to or from school or a school-approved 
activity; 

(4) at railroad grade crossings; and 
(5) when loading and unloading people while the bus is completely off the traveled 

portion of a separated, one-way roadway that has adequate shoulders. The driver shall 
drive the bus completely off the traveled portion of this roadway before loading or 
unloading people. 

Subd. 4. Street crossings. Where school children must cross a roadway before get
ting on or after getting off the school bus, the driver of the school bus or a school bus 
patrol may supervise the crossing, using the standard school patrol flag or signal as 
approved and prescribed by the commissioner of public safety. Before moving the 
school bus, the driver of the bus shall visually determine that all children have crossed 
the roadway and that those who are to do so have boarded the school bus. 

Subd. 5. Moving bus after children unloaded. When children are getting off a school 
bus, the driver shall visually determine that they are a safe distance from the bus before 
moving the bus. 

Subd. 6. Other buses. The driver of a type HI school bus shall load or unload 
school children only from the right-hand side of the vehicle, provided that on a one-way 
street the driver shall load or unload school children only from the curb side of the vehi
cle. When loading or unloading school children, the driver shall activate the vehicle's 
four-way hazard lights described in section 169.59, subdivision 4. 
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Subd. 7. Violation. A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
History: 1991 c 277.s 5 

169.444 SAFETY OF SCHOOL CHILDREN; DUTIES OF OTHER DRIVERS. 
Subdivision 1. Children getting on or off school bus. When a school bus is stopped 

on a street or highway, or other location where signs have been erected under section 
169.443, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), and is displaying an extended stop signal arm 
and flashing red lights, the driver of a vehicle approaching the bus shall stop the vehicle 
at least 20 feet away from the bus. The vehicle driver shall not allow the vehicle to move 
until the school bus stop signal arm is retracted and the red lights are no longer flashing. 

Subd. 2. Violations by drivers; penalties, (a) A person who fails to stop a vehicle 
or to keep it stopped, as required in subdivision 1, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(b) A person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor if the person fails to stop a motor 
vehicle or to keep it stopped, as required in subdivision 1, and commits either or both 
of the following acts: 

(1) passes or attempts to pass the school bus in a motor vehicle on the right-hand, 
passenger-door side of the bus; or 

(2) passes or attempts to pass the school bus in a motor vehicle when a school child 
is outside of and on the street or highway used by the school bus or on the adjacent side
walk. 

Subd. 3. Prosecutor. The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation 
occurred who is responsible for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section 
shall also be responsible for prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this sec
tion. 

When an attorney responsible for prosecuting gross misdemeanors under this sec
tion requests criminal history information relating to prior convictions under this sec
tion from a court, the court must furnish the information without charge. 

Subd. 4. Exception for separated roadway. A person driving a vehicle on a street 
or highway with separated roadways is not required to stop the vehicle when approach
ing or meeting a school bus that is on a different roadway. 

"Separated roadway" means a road that is separated from a parallel road by a 
safety isle or safety zone. 

Subd. 5. Cause for arrest. A peace officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle 
if the peace officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle 
in violation of subdivision 1 within the past four hours. 

Subd. 6. Violation; penalty for owners and lessees, (a) If a motor vehicle is operated 
in violation of subdivision 1, the owner of the vehicle, or for a leased motor vehicle the 
lessee of the vehicle, is guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

(b) The owner or lessee may not be fined under paragraph (a) if (1) another person 
is convicted for that violation, or (2) the motor vehicle was stolen at the time of the 
violation. 

(c) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps 
a record of the name and address of the lessee. 

(d) Paragraph (a) does not prohibit or limit the prosecution of a motor vehicle 
operator for violating subdivision 1. 

(e) A violation under paragraph (a) does not constitute grounds for revocation or 
suspension of the owner's or lessee's driver's license. 

Subd. 7. Evidentiary presumption. There is a rebuttable presumption that signals 
described in section 169.442 were in working order and operable when a violation of 
subdivision 1, 2, or 5 was allegedly committed, if the signals of the applicable school 
bus were inspected and visually found to be in working order and operable within 12 
hours preceding the incident giving rise to the violation. 

Subd. 8. Scheduling cases. When necessary or desirable to ensure that a school bus 
driver who witnessed or otherwise can provide relevant information concerning a vio-

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1991 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1991 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



43 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.447 

lation of this section is available to be present at a court proceeding held to determine 
an alleged violation of this section, the court administrator shall schedule the proceed
ing to be held between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

History: 1991 c 277 s 6 

169.445 COOPERATION WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT; INFORMATION; 
RULES; REPORTS. 

Subdivision 1. Cooperation of school authorities. The state board of education shall 
ensure that local authorities having jurisdiction over school buses shall cooperate with 
law enforcement and judicial authorities in reporting and prosecuting violators of sec
tions 169.443 and 169.444. 

Subd. 2. Information; rules. The board shall compile information regarding viola
tions, prosecutions, convictions or other disposition, and penalties imposed under sec
tions 169.443 and 169.444. At the request of the board, local school authorities shall 
provide this information. The board may adopt rules governing the content and provid
ing, procedures for the school authorities to provide this information. 

Subd. 3. Legislative report. The board shall submit a report to the legislature by 
March 1,1992, summarizing the information compiled under subdivision 2 for the pre
vious calendar year, listing its findings, and making recommendations it considers 
appropriate. 

History: 1991 c 277 s 7 

169.446 SAFETY OF SCHOOL CHILDREN; TRAINING AND EDUCATION 
RULES. 

Subdivision 1. Peace officer training. The board of peace officer standards and 
training shall include sections 169.441 to 169.448 and the enforcement of sections 
169.443, 169.444, 169.447, and 169.448 in the instruction for the professional peace 
officer education program. The board shall notify the chief law enforcement officer of 
each law enforcement agency in the state of these sections. 

Subd. 2. Driver training programs. The commissioner of public safety shall adopt 
rules requiring thorough instruction concerning section 169.444 for persons enrolled 
in driver training programs offered at private and parochial schools and commercial 
driver training schools. The instruction must encompass at least the responsibilities of 
drivers, the content and requirements of section 169.444, and the penalties for violat
ing that section. 

Subd. 3. Driver education programs. The state board of education shall adopt rules 
requiring thorough instruction concerning section 169.444 for persons enrolled in 
driver education programs offered at public schools. The instruction must encompass 
at least the responsibilities of drivers, the content and requirements of section 169.444, 
and the penalties for violating that section. 

History: 1991 c 277 s 8 

169.447 SCHOOL BUS SAFETY. 
Subdivision 1. Passenger seating, (a) The number of pupils or other authorized 

passengers transported in a school bus must not be more than the number of pupils or 
passengers that can be fully seated. Seating capacity must be adjusted according to each 
passenger's individual physical size, but not more than the manufacturers' rated seating 
capacity. 

(b) No person shall stand in the school bus when the bus is in motion. 
Subd. 2. Driver seat belts. New school buses must be equipped with driver seat 

belts and seat belt assemblies of the type described in section 169.685, subdivision 3. 
School bus drivers must use these seat belts. 

Subd. 3. Recapped tires. Recapped tires must not be used on the front wheels of 
a school bus. 
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Subd. 4. Aisle and exit. The driver of a school bus shall keep the aisle and emer
gency exit of a school bus unobstructed at all times when children are being transported. 

Subd. S. Trailer behind school bus. A school bus may pull a trailer, as defined by 
section 169.01, subdivision 10, only when traveling to or from cocurricular or extracur
ricular activities, as defined in section 123.38. 

Subd. 6. Overhead book racks. Types I and II school buses may be equipped with 
padded, permanent overhead book racks that do not hang over the center aisle of the 
bus. 

History: 1991 c 277 s 9 

169.448 OTHER BUSES. 
Subdivision 1. Restrictions on appearance; penalty. A bus that is not used as a 

school bus may not be operated on a street or highway unless it is painted a color signifi
cantly different than national school bus glossy yellow or Minnesota school bus golden 
orange. 

A bus that is not used as a school bus may not be operated if it is equipped with 
school bus-related equipment and printing. 

A violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor. 
This subdivision does not apply to a school bus owned by or under contract to a 

school district operated as a charter or leased bus. 
Subd. 2. School motor coaches, (a) Neither a school district nor a technical college 

may acquire a motor coach for transportation purposes. 
(b) A motor coach acquired by a school district or technical college before March 

26, 1986, may be used by it only to transport students participating in school activities, 
their instructors, and supporting personnel to and from school activities. A motor 
coach may not be outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus. A motor coach 
operated under this subdivision is not a school bus for purposes of section 124.225. The 
state board of education shall implement rules governing the equipment, identification, 
operation, inspection, and certification of motor coaches operated under this subdivi
sion. 

(c) After January 1, 1998, neither a school district nor a technical college may own 
or operate a motor coach for any purpose. 

Subd. 3. Head start vehicles. Notwithstanding subdivision 1, a vehicle used to 
transport students under Public Law Number 99-425, the Head Start Act, may be 
equipped as a school bus. 

History: 1991 c 277 s 10 

169.45 SCHOOL BUS RULES, ENFORCEMENT. 
Subdivision 1. Board of education rules, enforcement. Except as provided in subdi

vision 2 and section 169.451, the state board of education has sole and exclusive 
authority to adopt and enforce rules not inconsistent with this chapter to govern the 
design, color, and operation of school buses used for the transportation of school chil
dren, when owned and operated by a school or privately owned and operated under a 
contract with a school, and these rules must be made a part of that contract by refer
ence. Each school, its officers and employees, and each person employed under the con
tract is subject to these rules. 

Subd. 2. Penalty; enforcement. The operation of a school bus on the public streets 
or highways in violation of rules concerning the operation of school buses adopted by 
the board under subdivision 1 is a misdemeanor. The state patrol shall enforce rules 
adopted under subdivision 1 when a school bus is operated on a public street or high
way. 

History: 1991c 277 s 11 
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169.451 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION; RULES; PENALTY. 
Subdivision 1. Annual requirement. The Minnesota state patrol shall inspect every 

school bus annually to ascertain whether its construction, design, equipment, and color 
comply with all provisions of law. 

Subd. 2. Inspection certificate. No person shall drive, or no owner shall knowingly 
permit or cause to be driven, any school bus unless there is displayed thereon a certifi
cate issued by the commissioner of public safety stating that on a certain date, which 
shall be within 13 months of the date of operation, a member of the Minnesota state 
patrol inspected the bus and found that on the date of inspection the bus complied with 
the applicable provisions of state law relating to construction, design, equipment, and 
color. 

Subd. 3. Rules of commissioner, (a) The commissioner of public safety shall pro
vide by rule for the issuance and display of distinctive inspection certificates. 

(b) The commissioner of public safety shall provide by rule a point system for eval
uating the effect on safety operation of any variance from law detected during school 
bus inspections conducted pursuant to subdivision 1. 

Subd. 4. Violations; penalty. The state patrol shall enforce subdivision 2. A viola
tion of subdivision 2 is a misdemeanor. 

History: 1991c 277 s 12 

169.58 IDENTIFICATION LAMPS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 2. Red lamps; permits for volunteer emergency responders. Upon obtaining 
a permit from the commissioner of public safety, any motor vehicles operated by an 
active member of a volunteer fire department authorized by or contracting with any 
city, town, or township in this state, an emergency medical first responder, or an ambu
lance crew member may be equipped with a lamp emitting a red light to the front of 
such vehicle. The lens of such lamp shall be not more than three inches in diameter. 
Such lamp shall be lighted only when the member of the volunteer fire department, 
ambulance crew member, or emergency medical first responder is responding to an 
emergency call in connection with duties as a volunteer firefighter, ambulance crew 
member, or responder. The commissioner of public safety is hereby authorized to issue 
permits on applications of a member of a volunteer fire department properly certified 
to by the chief of said volunteer fire department, and on applications for emergency 
medical first responders or ambulance crew members. The commissioner of public 
safety must be notified immediately upon the termination of membership in a volun
teer fire department or when an ambulance or permitted emergency medical first 
responder ceases operations. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 112 s 2 

169.64 PROHIBITED LIGHTS; EXCEPTIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 5. Flashing lights on tow truck. A tow truck or towing vehicle must be 
equipped with flashing or intermittent red and amber lights of a type approved by the 
commissioner of public safety. The lights must be placed on the dome of the vehicle 
at the highest practicable point visible from a distance of 500 feet. The flashing red light 
must be displayed only when the tow truck or towing vehicle is engaged in emergency 
service on or near the traveled portion of a highway. The flashing amber light may be 
displayed when the tow truck or towing vehicle is moving a disabled vehicle. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S.1990] 
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Subd. 7. [Repealed, 1991 c 277 s 18] 
Subd. 8. White strobe lamps. Notwithstanding sections 169.55, subdivision 1, 

169.57, subdivision 3, clause (b), or any other law to the contrary, a vehicle may be 
equipped with a 360-degree flashing strobe lamp that emits a white light with a flash 
rate of 60 to 120 flashes a minute, and the lamp may be used as provided in this subdivi
sion, if the vehicle is: 

(1) a school bus that is subject to and complies with the color and equipment 
requirements of section 169.44, subdivision la. The lamp shall be permanently 
mounted on the longitudinal center line of the bus roof not less than five feet nor more 
than seven feet forward of the rear roof edge. It shall operate from a separate switch 
containing an indicator lamp to show when the strobe lamp is in use. The strobe lamp 
may be lighted only when atmospheric conditions or terrain restrict the visibility of 
school bus lamps and signals so as to require use of the bright strobe lamp to alert 
motorists to the presence of the school bus. A strobe lamp may not be lighted unless 
the school bus is actually being used as a school bus; or 

(2) a road maintenance vehicle owned or under contract to the department of 
transportation or a road authority of a county, home rule or statutory city, or town, but 
the strobe lamp may only be operated while the vehicle is actually engaged in snow 
removal during daylight hours. 

The strobe lamp shall be of a double flash type certified to the commissioner of 
public safety by the manufacturer as being weatherproof and having a minimum effec
tive light output of 200 candelas as measured by the Blondel-Rey formula. 

History: 1991 c 112 s 3; 1991 c 339 s 7 

169.686 SEAT BELT USE REQUIRED; PENALTY. 
Subdivision 1. Seat belt requirement. A properly adjusted and fastened seat belt 

shall be worn by: 
(1) the driver of a passenger vehicle; 
(2) a passenger riding in the front seat of a passenger vehicle; and 
(3) a passenger riding in any seat of a passenger vehicle who is older than three 

but younger than 11 years of age. 
A person who is 15 years of age or older and who violates clause (1) or (2) is subject 

to a fine of $25. The driver of the passenger vehicle in which the violation occurred is 
subject to a $25 fine for a violation of clause (2) or (3) by a child of the driver under 
the age of 15 or any child under the age of 11. A peace officer may not issue a citation 
for a violation of this section unless the officer lawfully stopped or detained the driver 
of the motor vehicle for a moving violation other than a violation involving motor vehi
cle equipment. The department of public safety shall not record a violation of this sub
division on a person's driving record. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 3. Appropriation; special account. The fines collected for a violation of subdi
vision 1 must be deposited in the state treasury and credited to a special account to be 
known as the emergency medical services relief account. Ninety percent of the money 
in the account shall be distributed to the eight regional emergency medical services sys
tems designated by the commissioner under section 144.8093, for personnel education 
and training, equipment and vehicle purchases, and operational expenses of emergency 
life support transportation services. The board of directors of each emergency medical 
services region shall establish criteria for funding. Ten percent of the money in the 
account shall be distributed to the commissioner of public safety for. the expenses of 
traffic safety educational programs conducted by state patrol troopers. 

History: 1991 c 204 s 1,2 
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169.71 WINDSHIELDS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 4. Glazing materials; prohibitions and exceptions. No person shall drive or 
operate any motor vehicle required to be registered in the state of Minnesota upon any 
street or highway under the following conditions: 

(a) when the windshield is composed of, covered by, or treated with any material 
which has the effect of making the windshield more reflective or in any other way reduc
ing light transmittance through the windshield; 

(b) when any window on the vehicle is composed of, covered by, or treated with 
any material that has a highly reflective or mirrored appearance; 

(c) when any side window or rear window is composed of or treated with any mate
rial so as to obstruct or substantially reduce the driver's clear view through the window ' 
or has a light transmittance of less than 50 percent plus or minus three percent in the 
visible light range or a luminous reflectance of more than 20 percent plus or minus three 
percent; or 

(d) when any material has been applied after August 1, 1985, to any motor vehicle 
window without an accompanying permanent marking which indicates the percent of 
transmittance and the percent of reflectance afforded by the material. The marking 
must be in a manner so as not to obscure vision and be readable when installed on the 
vehicle. 

This subdivision does not apply to glazing materials which: 
(a) have not been modified since the original installation, nor to original replace

ment windows and windshields, that were originally installed or replaced in confor
mance with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 205; 

(b) are required to satisfy prescription or medical needs of the driver of the vehicle 
or a passenger if the driver or passenger is in possession of the prescription or a physi
cian's statement of medical need; or 

(c) are applied to: 
(1) the rear windows of a pickup truck as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 

29; 
(2) the rear windows or the side windows on either side behind the driver's seat 

of a van as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 28; 
(3) the side and rear windows of a vehicle used to transport human remains by a 

funeral establishment holding a permit under section 149.08; or 
(4) the side and rear windows of a limousine as defined in section 168.011, subdi

vision 35. 
History: 1991 c 301 s 7 

169.73 BUMPERS, SAFEGUARDS. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 4a. Rear-end protection for other vehicles, (a) Vehicles other than private 
passenger vehicles, collector vehicles, collector military vehicles, and other vehicles 
specifically exempted by law from such requirements must meet the rear-end protection 
requirements of federal motor carrier regulations, Code of Federal Regulations, title 
49, section 393.86. 

(b) Notwithstanding contrary regulations cited in paragraph (a), a truck tractor 
and semitrailer combination with a semitrailer length longer than 50 feet whose frame 
or body extends more than 36 inches beyond the rear of its rearmost axle must not be 
operated on the highways of this state unless equipped with a bumper or underride 
guard on the extreme rear of the frame or body. The bumper or underride guard must: 

(1) provide a continuous horizontal beam having a maximum ground clearance 
of 22 inches, as measured with the vehicle empty and on level ground; and 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1991 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1991 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



169.73 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 48 

(2) extend to within four inches of the lateral extremities of the semitrailer on both 
left and right sides. 

[For text ofsubd 5, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 333 s 15 
NOTE: Subdivision 4a, as amended by Laws 1991, chapter 333, section 15, is effective July 1, 1992. See Laws 1991, 

chapter 333, section 40. 

169.781 ANNUAL INSPECTION OF COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of sections 169.781 to 169.783: 
(a) "Commercial motor vehicle" means: 
(1) a commercial motor vehicle as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 75, para

graph (a); and 
(2) each vehicle in a combination of more than 26,000 pounds. 
"Commercial motor vehicle" does not include (1) a school bus displaying a certifi

cate under section 169.451, (2) a bus operated by the metropolitan transit commission 
created in section 473.404 or by a local transit commission created in chapter 458A, 
or (3) a motor vehicle with a gross weight of not more than 26,000 pounds, carrying 
in bulk tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons of petroleum products or liquid fertil
izer or pesticide. 

(b) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of public safety. 
(c) "Owner" means a person who owns, or has control, under a lease of more than 

30 days' duration, of one or more commercial motor vehicles. 
(d) "Storage semitrailer" means a semitrailer that (1) is used exclusively to store 

property at a location not on a street or highway, (2) does not contain any load when 
moved on a street or highway, (3) is operated only during daylight hours, and (4) is 
marked on each side of the semitrailer "storage only" in letters at least six inches high. 

Subd. 2. Inspection required. It is unlawful for a person to operate or permit the 
operation of a commercial motor vehicle registered in Minnesota unless the vehicle dis
plays a valid safety inspection decal issued by an inspector certified by the commis
sioner, or the vehicle carries (1) proof that the vehicle complies with federal motor 
vehicle inspection requirements for vehicles in interstate commerce, and (2) a certifi
cate of compliance with federal requirements issued by the commissioner under subdi
vision 9. 

Subd. 3. Who may inspect, (a) An inspection required by this section may be per
formed only by: 

(1) an employee of the department of public safety or transportation who has been 
certified by the commissioner after having received training provided by the state 
patrol; or 

(2) another person who has been certified by the commissioner after having 
received training provided by the state patrol or other training approved by the com
missioner. 

(b) A person who is not an employee of the department of public safety or trans
portation may be certified by the commissioner if the person is: (1) an owner, or 
employee of the owner, of one or more commercial motor vehicles that are power units; 
(2) a dealer licensed under section 168.27 and engaged in the business of buying and 
selling commercial motor vehicles, or an employee of the dealer; or (3) engaged primar
ily in the business of repairing and servicing commercial motor vehicles. Certification 
of persons described in clauses (1) to (3) is effective for two years from the date of certi
fication. The commissioner may require biennial retraining of persons holding a certifi
cate under this paragraph as a condition of renewal of the certificate. The commissioner 
may charge a fee of not more than $10 for each certificate issued and renewed. A certi
fied person described in clauses (1) to (3) may charge a fee of not more than $50 for 
each inspection of a vehicle not owned by the person or the person's employer. 
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(c) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 5, the standards adopted by the 
commissioner for commercial motor vehicle inspections under sections 169.781 to 
169.783 shall be the standards prescribed in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, sec
tion 396.17, and in chapter III, subchapter B, appendix G. The commissioner may clas
sify types of vehicles for inspection purposes and may issue separate classes of inspector 
certificates for each class. 

The commissioner shall issue separate categories of inspector certificates based on 
the following classifications: 

(1) a class of certificate that authorizes the certificate holder to inspect commercial 
motor vehicles without regard to ownership or lease; and 

(2) a class of certificate that authorizes the certificate holder to inspect only com
mercial motor vehicles the certificate holder owns or leases. 

The commissioner shall issue a certificate described in clause (1) only to a person 
described in paragraph (b), clause (2) or (3). 

(d) The commissioner, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing, may suspend 
a certificate issued under paragraph (b) for failure to meet annual certification require
ments prescribed by the commissioner or failure to inspect commercial motor vehicles 
in accordance with inspection procedures established by the state patrol. The commis
sioner shall revoke a certificate issued under paragraph (b) if the commissioner deter
mines after notice and an opportunity for a hearing that the certified person issued an 
inspection decal for a commercial motor vehicle when the person knew or reasonably 
should have known that the vehicle was in such a state of repair that it would have been 
declared out of service if inspected by an employee of the state patrol. Suspension and 
revocation of certificates under this subdivision are not subject to sections 14.57 to 
14.69. 

Subd. 4. Inspection reports, (a) A person performing an inspection under this sec
tion shall issue an inspection report to the owner of the commercial motor vehicle 
inspected. The report must include: 

(1) the full name of the person performing the inspection, and the person's inspec
tor certification number; 

(2) the name of the owner of the vehicle and, if applicable, the United States 
Department of Transportation carrier number issued to the owner of the vehicle, or to 
the operator of the vehicle if other than the owner; 

(3) the vehicle identification number and, if applicable, the license plate number 
of the vehicle; 

(4) the date and location of the inspection; 
(5) the vehicle components inspected and a description of the findings of the 

inspection, including identification of the components not in compliance with federal 
motor carrier safety regulations; and 

(6) the inspector's certification that the inspection was complete, accurate, and in 
compliance with the requirements of this section. 

(b) The owner must retain a copy of the inspection report for at least 14 months 
at a location in the state where the vehicle is domiciled or maintained. During this 
period the report must be available for inspection by an authorized federal, state, or 
local official. 

(c) The commissioner shall prescribe the form of the inspection report and revise 
it as necessary to comply with state and federal law and regulations. The adoption of 
the report form is not subject to the administrative procedure act. 

Subd. 5. Inspection decals. (a) A person inspecting a commercial motor vehicle 
shall issue an inspection decal for the vehicle if each inspected component of the vehicle 
complies with federal motor carrier safety regulations. The decal must state that in the 
month specified on the decal the vehicle was inspected and each inspected component 
complied with federal motor carrier safety regulations. The decal is valid for 12 months 
after the month specified on the decal. The commissioners of public safety and trans-
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portation shall make decals available, at a fee of not more than $2 for each decal, to 
persons certified to perform inspections under subdivision 3, paragraph (b). 

(b) Minnesota inspection decals may be affixed only to commercial motor vehicles 
bearing Minnesota-based license plates. 

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), a person inspecting (1) a vehicle of less than 
57,000 pounds gross vehicle weight and registered as a farm truck, or (2) a storage semi
trailer, must issue an inspection decal to the vehicle unless the vehicle has one or more 
defects that would result in the vehicle being declared out of service under the North 
American Uniform Driver, Vehicle, and Hazardous Materials Out-of-Service Criteria 
issued by the federal highway administration and the commercial motor vehicle safety 
alliance. A decal issued to a vehicle described in clause (1) or (2) is valid for two years 
from the date of issuance. A decal issued to such a vehicle must clearly indicate that 
it is valid for two years from the date of issuance. 

[For text ofsubds 6 to 8, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 9. Proof of federal inspection. An owner of a commercial motor vehicle that 
is subject to and in compliance with federal motor vehicle inspection requirements for 
vehicles in interstate commerce may apply to the commissioner for a certificate of com
pliance with federal requirements. On payment of a fee equal to the fee for an inspec
tion decal under subdivision 5, paragraph (a), the commissioner shall issue the 
certificate to the applicant. 

History: 1991 c 174 s 1-6 

169.783 ACCIDENTS; REINSPECTION. 
Subdivision 1. Postcrash inspection. A peace officer responding to an accident 

involving a commercial motor vehicle must immediately notify the state patrol if the 
accident results in death, personal injury, or property damage to an apparent extent of 
more than $4,400. It is a misdemeanor for a person to drive or cause to be driven a 
commercial motor vehicle after such an accident unless the vehicle: (1) has been 
inspected by a state trooper or other person authorized to conduct inspections under 
section 169.781, subdivision 3, paragraph (a), who is an employee of the department 
of public safety or transportation, and the person inspecting the vehicle has determined 
that the vehicle may safely be operated; or (2) a waiver has been granted under subdivi
sion 2. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 174 s 7 

169.795 RULES. 
The commissioner of public safety shall adopt rules necessary to implement sec

tions 168.041, subdivisions la and 4; 169.09, subdivision 14; and 169.791 to 169.796. 
History: 1991 c 301 s 8 

169.81 HEIGHT AND LENGTH LIMITATIONS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 2. Length of vehicles, (a) No single unit motor vehicle, except mobile cranes 
which may not exceed 48 feet, unladen or with load may exceed a length of 40 feet 
extreme overall dimensions inclusive of front and rear bumpers, except that the govern
ing body of a city is authorized by permit to provide for the maximum length of a motor 
vehicle, or combination of motor vehicles, or the number of vehicles that may be fas
tened together, and which may be operated upon the streets or highways of a city; pro
vided, that the permit may not prescribe a length less than that permitted by state law. 
A motor vehicle operated in compliance with the permit on the streets or highways of 
the city is not in violation of this chapter. 
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(b) No single semitrailer may have an overall length, exclusive of non-cargo-
carrying accessory equipment, including refrigeration units or air compressors, neces
sary for safe and efficient operation mounted or located on the end of the semitrailer 
adjacent to the truck or truck-tractor, in excess of 48 feet, except that a single semi
trailer may have an overall length in excess of 48 feet but not greater than 53 feet if the 
distance from the kingpin to the centerline of the rear axle group of the semitrailer does 
not exceed 41 feet. No single trailer may have an overall length inclusive of tow bar 
assembly and exclusive of rear protective bumpers which do not increase the overall 
length by more than six inches, in excess of 45 feet. For determining compliance with 
the provisions of this subdivision, the length of the semitrailer or trailer must be deter
mined separately from the overall length of the combination of vehicles. 

(c) No semitrailer or trailer used in a three-vehicle combination may have an over
all length in excess of 28-1/2 feet, exclusive of: 

(1) non-cargo-carrying accessory equipment, including refrigeration units or air 
compressors and upper coupler plates, necessary for safe and efficient operation, 
mounted or located on the end of the semitrailer or trailer adjacent to the truck or truck-
tractor; 

(2) the tow bar assembly; and 
• (3) lower coupler equipment that is a fixed part of the rear end of the first trailer. 
The commissioner may not grant a permit authorizing the movement, in a three-

vehicle combination, of a semitrailer or trailer that exceeds 28-1/2 feet, except that the 
commissioner may renew a permit that was granted before April 16, 1984, for the 
movement of a semitrailer or trailer that exceeds the length limitation in this para
graph. 

Subd. 3. Length of vehicle combinations, (a) Statewide, except as provided in para
graph (b), no combination of vehicles coupled together, including truck-tractor and 
semitrailer, may consist of more than two units and no combination of vehicles, unla
den or with load, may exceed a total length of 65 feet. The length limitation does not 
apply to the transportation of telegraph poles, telephone poles, electric light and power 
poles, piling, or pole length pulpwood, and is subject to the following further excep
tions: the length limitations do not apply to vehicles transporting pipe or other objects 
by a public utility when required for emergency or repair of public service facilities or 
when operated under special permits as provided in this subdivision, but with respect 
to night transportation, a vehicle and the load must be equipped with a sufficient num
ber of clearance lamps and marker lamps on both sides and upon the extreme ends of 
a projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions of the load. Mount combinations may 
be drawn but the combinations may not exceed 65 feet in length. The limitation on the 
number of units does not apply to vehicles used for transporting milk from point of pro
duction to point of first processing, in which case no combination of vehicles coupled 
together unladen or with load, including truck-tractor and semitrailers, may consist of 
more than three units and no combination of those vehicles may exceed a total length 
of 65 feet. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, and except as provided in 
paragraph (b), no combination of vehicles consisting of a truck-tractor and semitrailer 
designed and used exclusively for the transportation of motor vehicles or boats may 
exceed 65 feet in length. The load may extend a total of seven feet, but may not extend 
more than three feet beyond the front or four feet beyond the rear, and in no case may 
the overall length of the combination of vehicles, unladen or with load, exceed 65 feet. 
For the purpose of registration, trailers coupled with a truck-tractor, semitrailer combi
nation are semitrailers. The state as to state trunk highways, and a city or town as to 
roads or streets located within the city or town, may issue permits authorizing the trans
portation of combinations of vehicles exceeding the limitations in this subdivision over 
highways, roads, or streets within their boundaries. Combinations of vehicles autho
rized by this subdivision may be restricted as to the use of highways by the commis
sioner as to state trunk highways, and a road authority as to highways or streets subject 
to its jurisdiction. Nothing in this subdivision alters or changes the authority vested in 
local authorities under the provisions of section 169.04. 
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(b) The following combination of vehicles regularly engaged in the transportation 
of commodities may operate only on divided highways having four or more lanes of 
travel, and on other highways as may be designated by the commissioner of transporta
tion subject to section 169.87, subdivision 1, and subject to the approval of the author
ity having jurisdiction over the highway, for the purpose of providing reasonable access 
between the divided highways of four or more lanes of travel and terminals, facilities 
for food, fuel, repair, and rest, and points of loading and unloading for household goods 
carriers, livestock carriers, or for the purpose of providing continuity of route: 

(1) a truck-tractor and semitrailer exceeding 65 feet in length; 
(2) a combination of vehicles with an overall length exceeding 55 feet and includ

ing a truck-tractor and semitrailer drawing one additional semitrailer which may be 
equipped with an auxiliary dolly; 

(3) a combination of vehicles with an overall length exceeding 55 feet and includ
ing a truck-tractor and semitrailer drawing one full trailer; 

(4) a truck-tractor and semitrailer designed and used exclusively for the transpor
tation of motor vehicles or boats and exceeding an overall length of 65 feet including 
the load except as restricted by applicable federal law; and 

(5) a truck or truck-tractor transporting similar vehicles by having the front axle 
of the transported vehicle mounted onto the center or rear part of the preceding vehicle, 
defined in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, sections 390.5 and 393.5 as drive-away 
saddlemount combinations or drive-away saddlemount vehicle transporter combina
tions, when the overall length exceeds 65 feet. 

Vehicles operated under the provisions of this section must conform to the stan
dards for those vehicles prescribed by the United States Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration, Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety, as amended. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 10, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991c 333 s 16,17 

169.825 WEIGHT LIMITATIONS. 
[For text ofsubds 1 to 7, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 8. Pneumatic-tired vehicles. No vehicle or combination of vehicles equipped 
with pneumatic tires shall be operated upon the highways of this state: 

(a) Where the gross weight on any wheel exceeds 9,000 pounds, except that on des
ignated local routes and state trunk highways the gross weight on any single wheel shall 
not exceed 10,000 pounds; 

(b) Where the gross weight on any single axle exceeds 18,000 pounds, except that 
on designated local routes and state trunk highways the gross weight on any single axle 
shall not exceed 20,000 pounds; 

(c) Where the maximum wheel load: 
(1) on the foremost and rearmost steering axles, exceeds 600 pounds per inch of 

tire width or the manufacturer's recommended load, whichever is less; or 
(2) on other axles, exceeds 500 pounds per inch of tire width or the manufacturer's 

recommended load, whichever is less; 
Clause (2) applies to new vehicles manufactured after August 1, 1991, and after 

August 1, 1996, to all vehicles. 
(d) Where the gross weight on any axle of a tridem exceeds 15,000 pounds, except 

that for vehicles to which an additional axle has been added prior to June 1, 1981, the 
maximum gross weight on any axle of a tridem may be up to 16,000 pounds provided 
the gross weight of the tridem combination does not exceed 39,900 pounds where the 
first and third axles of the tridem are spaced nine feet apart. 

(e) Where the gross weight on any group of axles exceeds the weights permitted 
under this section with any or all of the interior axles disregarded and their gross 
weights subtracted from the gross weight of all axles of the group under consideration. 
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[For text ofsubd 9, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 10. Gross weight schedule, (a) No vehicle or combination of vehicles 
equipped with pneumatic tires shall be operated upon the highways of this state where 
the total gross weight on any group of two or more consecutive axles of any vehicle or 
combination of vehicles exceeds that given in the following table for the distance 
between the centers of the first and last axles of any group of two or more consecutive 
axles under consideration; unless otherwise noted, the distance between axles being 
measured longitudinally to the nearest even foot, and when the measurement is a frac
tion of exactly one-half foot the next largest whole number in feet shall be used, except 
that when the distance between axles is more than three feet four inches and less than 
three feet six inches the distance of four feet shall be used: 

Maximum gross weight in pounds on a group of 

Distances 
in feet 
between 
centers 
of fore
most and 
rearmost 
axles of 
a group 

4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

8 plus 

9 

10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

consecutive 
axles of 
a 2-axle 
vehicle 
or of any 
vehicle or 
combination 
of vehicles 
having a 
total of 2 
or more axles 

34,000 
34,000 

34,000 

34,000 

34,000 

34,000 

35,000 
(39,000) 
36,000 

(40,000) 
36,000 

consecutive 
axles of 
a 3-axle 
vehicle 
or of any 
vehicle or 
combination 
of vehicles 
having a 
total of 3 
or more axles 

39,000 

39,000 

42,000 

43,000 

43,500 

44,500 
45,000 
46,000 
46,500 
47,500 
48,000 
49,000 
49,500 
50,500 
51,000 
52,000 
52,500 
53,500 
54,000 

(55,000) 
(55,500) 
(56,500) 

consecutive 
axles of 
a 4-axle 
vehicle 
or any com
bination of 
vehicles 
having a 
total of 4 
or more axles 

49,000 

49,500 
50,000 
51,000 
51,500 
52,000 
53,000 
53,500 
54,000 
55,000 
55,500 
56,000 
57,000 
57,500 
58,000 
59,000 
59,500 
60,000 
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28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 

The maximum gross weight on a 

(57,000) 
(58,000) 
(58,500) 
(59,500) 
(60,000) 

61,000 
61,500 
62,000 
63,000 
63,500 
64,000 
65,000 
65,500 
66,000 
67,000 
67,500 
68,000 
69,000 
69,500 
70,000 
71,000 
71,500 
72,000 
72,500 

(73,500) 
(74,000) 
(74,500) 
(75,500) 
(76,000) 

group of three consecutive axles where the dis-
tance between centers of foremost and rearmost axles is listed as seven feet or eight feet 
applies only to vehicles manufactured before August 1, 1991. 
"8 plus" refers to any distance greater 

Distances 
in feet 
between 
centers 
of fore
most and 
rearmost 
axles of 
a group 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

than eight feet but less than nine feet. 

Maximum gross weight in pounds on a group 
5 

consecutive 
axles of a 
5-axle vehicle 
or any com
bination of 
vehicles 
having a total 
of 5 or more 
axles 

57,000 
57,500 
58,000 
59,000 
59,500 
60,000 
60,500 
61,500 
62,000 
62,500 
63,000 
64,000 
64,500 
65,000 
65,500 
66,500 
67,000 

6 
consecutive 
axles of 
a combination 
of vehicles 
having a total 
of 6 or more 
axles 

66,000 
67,000 
67,500 
68,000 
68,500 
69,000 
70,000 
70,500 
71,000 
71,500 
72,000 

of 
7 

consecutive 
axles of 
a combination 
of vehicles 
having a total 
of 7 or more 
axles 

72,000 
72,500 
73,000 
73,500 
74,000 
75,000 
75,500 
76,000 
76,500 
77,000 
77,500 
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67,500 
68,000 
69,000 
69,500 
70,000 
70,500 
71,500 
72,000 
72,500 
73,000 
(74,000) 
(74,500) 
(75,000) 
(75,500) 
(76,500) 
(77,000) 
(77,500) 
(78,000) 
(79,000) 
(79,500) 
(80,000) 

73,000 
73,500 
74,000 
74,500 
75,000 
76,000 
76,500 
77,000 
77,500 
78,000 
79,000 
79,500 
80,000 

78,500 
79,000 
79,500 
80,000 
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31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 

The gross weights shown in parentheses in this clause are permitted only on state 
trunk highways and routes designated under section 169.832, subdivision 11. 

(b) Notwithstanding any lesser weight in pounds shown in this table but subject 
to the restrictions on gross vehicle weights in clause (c), two consecutive sets of tandem 
axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each and a combined gross load of 68,000 
pounds provided the overall distance between the first and last axles of the consecutive 
sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 169.85, the gross vehicle weight of 
all axles of a vehicle or combination of vehicles shall not exceed: 

(1) 80,000 pounds for any vehicle or combination of vehicles on all state trunk 
highways as denned in section 160.02, subdivision 2, and for all routes designated 
under section 169.832, subdivision 11; and 

(2) 73,280 pounds for any vehicle or combination of vehicles with five axles or less 
on all routes, other than state trunk highways and routes that are designated under sec
tion 169.832, subdivision 11; and 

(3) 80,000 pounds for any vehicle or combination of vehicles with six or more 
axles on all routes, other than state trunk highways and routes that are designated under 
section 169.832, subdivision 11. 

(d) The maximum weights specified in this subdivision for five consecutive axles 
shall not apply to a combination of vehicles that includes a three axle semitrailer first 
registered before August 1,1981. All other weight limitations in this section are applica
ble. 

(e) The maximum weights specified in this subdivision for five consecutive axles 
shall not apply to a four axle ready mix concrete truck which was equipped with a fifth 
axle prior to June 1, 1981. The maximum gross weight on four or fewer consecutive 
axles of vehicles excepted by this clause shall not exceed any maximum weight specified 
for four or fewer consecutive axles in this subdivision. 

[For text ofsubds 11 to IS, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 16. Application to tow trucks. This section does not apply to a tow truck or 
towing vehicle when towing a disabled vehicle damaged in such manner that the towed 
vehicle cannot be towed from the rear and when the movement is temporary for the 
purpose of taking the disabled vehicle to a place of repair. 

History: 1991 c 112 s 4; 1991 c 333 s 18,19 
NOTE: Subdivision 10. paragraph (d), is repealed by Laws 1991, chapter 333, section 39, effective July 1, 1992. See 

Laws 1991, chapter 333, section 39. 
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169.833 [Repealed, 1991 c 339 s 12] 

169.86 SPECIAL PERMITS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 5. Fees. The commissioner, with respect to highways under the commission
er's jurisdiction, may charge a fee for each permit issued. All such fees for permits 
issued by the commissioner of transportation shall be deposited in the state treasury 
and credited to the trunk highway fund. Except for those annual permits for which the 
permit fees are specified elsewhere in this chapter, the fees shall be: 

(a) $ 15 for each single trip permit. 
(b) $36 for each job permit. A job permit may be issued for like loads carried on 

a specific route for a period not to exceed two months. "Like loads" means loads of the 
same product, weight, and dimension. 

(c) $60 for an annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 consecutive 
months. Annual permits may be issued for: 

(1) refuse compactor vehicles that carry a gross weight up to but not in excess of 
22,000 pounds on a single rear axle and not in excess of 38,000 pounds on a tandem 
rear axle; 

(2) motor vehicles used to alleviate a temporary crisis adversely affecting the safety 
or well-being of the public; 

(3) motor vehicles which travel on interstate highways and carry loads authorized 
under subdivision la; 

(4) motor vehicles operating with gross weights authorized under section 169.825, 
subdivision 11, paragraph (a), clause (3); and 

(5) special pulpwood vehicles described in section 169.863. 
(d) $ 120 for an oversize annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 

consecutive months. Annual permits may be issued for: 
(1) mobile cranes; 
(2) construction equipment, machinery, and supplies; 
(3) manufactured homes; 
(4) farm equipment when the movement is not made according to the provisions 

of section 169.80, subdivision 1, paragraphs (a) to (f); 
(5) double-deck buses; 
(6) commercial boat hauling. 
(e) For vehicles which have axle weights exceeding the weight limitations of sec

tion 169.825, an additional cost added to the fees listed above. The additional cost is 
equal to the product of the distance traveled times the sum of the overweight axle group 
cost factors shown in the following chart: 

Overweight Axle Group Cost Factors 

Weight (pounds) 
exceeding 
weight limi
tations on 
axles 

0- 2,000 
2,001- 4,000 
4,001- 6,000 
6,001- 8,000 
8,00110,000 

10,00112,000 

Cost Per Mile For Each Group Of: 
Two consec
utive axles 
spaced within 
8 feet or 
less 
.100 
.124 
.150 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 

Three consec
utive axles 
spaced within 
9 feet or 
less 
.040 
.050 
.062 
.078 
.094 
.116 

Four consec
utive axles 
spaced with
in 14 feet 
or less 

.036 

.044 

.050 

.056 

.070 

.078 
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57 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.983 

12,00114,000 
14,00116,000 
16,00118,000 
18,00120,000 
20,00122,000 

Not permitted 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 

.140 

.168 

.200 
Not permitted 
Not permitted 

.094 

.106 

.128 

.140 

.168 
The amounts added are rounded to the nearest cent for each axle or axle group. 

The additional cost does not apply to paragraph (c), clauses (1) and (3). 
For a vehicle found to exceed the appropriate maximum permitted weight, a cost-

per-mile fee of 22 cents per ton, or fraction of a ton, over the permitted maximum 
weight is imposed in addition to the normal permit fee. Miles must be calculated based 
on the distance already traveled in the state plus the distance from the point of detec
tion to a transportation loading site or unloading site within the state or to the point 
of exit from the state. 

(f) As an alternative to paragraph (e), an annual permit may be issued for over
weight, or oversize and overweight, construction equipment, machinery, and supplies. 
The fees for the permit are as follows: 

Weight (pounds) of vehicle 
90,000 or less 
90,001 - 100,000 

100,001 - 110,000 
110,001 - 120,000 
120,001 - 130,000 
130,001 - 140,000 
140,001 - 145,000 

Annual Permit Fee 
$200 
$300 
$400 
$500 
$600 
$700 
$800 

If the gross weight of the vehicle is more than 145,000 pounds the permit fee is 
determined under paragraph (e). 

(g) For vehicles which exceed the width limitations set forth in section 169.80 by 
more than 72 inches, an additional cost equal to $120 added to the amount in para
graph (a) when the permit is issued while seasonal load restrictions pursuant to section 
469.87 are in effect. 

[For text ofsubds 6 and 7, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 333 s 20 

169.983 SPEEDING VIOLATIONS; CREDIT CARD PAYMENT OF FINES. 
The officer who issues a citation for a violation by a person who does not reside 

in Minnesota of section 169.14 or 169.141 shall give the defendant the option to plead 
guilty to the violation upon issuance of the citation and to pay the fine to the issuing 
officer with a credit card. 

The commissioner shall adopt rules to implement this section, including specifying 
the types of credit cards that may be used. 

History: 1991 c 204 s 3 
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