
138.17 HISTORICAL SOCIETIES; SITES; ARCHIVES; ARCHAEOLOGY; FOLKLIFE 272 

CHAPTER 138 

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES; SITES; ARCHIVES; 
ARCHAEOLOGY; FOLKLIFE 

138.17 Government records; administration. 138.94 State history center. 
138.91 Minnesota humanities commission. 

138.17 GOVERNMENT RECORDS; ADMINISTRATION. 
Subdivision 1. Destruction, preservation, reproduction of records; prima facie evi­

dence, (a) The attorney general, legislative auditor in the case of state records, state 
auditor in the case of local records, and director of the Minnesota historical society, 
hereinafter director, shall constitute the records disposition panel. The members of the 
panel shall have power by majority vote to direct the destruction or sale for salvage of 
government records determined to be no longer of any value, or to direct the disposi­
tion by gift to the Minnesota historical society or otherwise of government records 
determined to be valuable for preservation. The records disposition panel may by 
majority vote order any of those records to be reproduced by photographic or other 
means, and order that photographic or other reproductions be substituted for the origi­
nals of them. It may direct the destruction or sale for salvage or other disposition of 
the originals from which they were made. Photographic or other reproductions shall 
for all purposes be deemed the originals of the records reproduced when so ordered by 
the records disposition panel, and shall be admissible as evidence in all courts and in 
proceedings of every kind. A facsimile, exemplified or certified copy of a photographic, 
optical disk imaging, or other reproduction, or an enlargement or reduction of it, shall 
have the same effect and weight as evidence as would a certified or exemplified copy 
of the original. The records disposition panel, by majority vote, may direct the storage 
of government records, except as herein provided, and direct the storage of photo­
graphic or other reproductions. Photographic or other reproductions substituted for 
original records shall be disposed of in accordance with the procedures provided for 
the original records. 

(b) For the purposes of this chapter: 
(1) the term "government records" means state and local records, including all 

cards, correspondence, discs, maps, memoranda, microfilms, papers, photographs, 
recordings, reports, tapes, writings, optical disks, and other data, information, or docu­
mentary material, regardless of physical form or characteristics, storage media or con­
ditions of use, made or received by an officer or agency of the state and an officer or 
agency of a county, city, town, school district, municipal subdivision or corporation or 
other public authority or political entity within the state pursuant to state law or in con­
nection with the transaction of public business by an officer or agency; 

(2) the term "state record" means a record of a department, office, officer, commis­
sion, commissioner, board or any other agency, however styled or designated, of the 
executive branch of state government; a record of the state legislature; a record of any 
court, whether of statewide or local jurisdiction; and any other record designated or 
treated as a state record under state law; 

(3) the term "local record" means a record of an agency of a county, city, town, 
school district, municipal subdivision or corporation or other public authority or politi­
cal entity; 

(4) the term "records" excludes data and information that does not become part 
of an official transaction, library and museum material made or acquired and kept 
solely for reference or exhibit purposes, extra copies of documents kept only for conve­
nience of reference and stock of publications and processed documents, and bonds, 
coupons, or other obligations or evidences of indebtedness, the destruction or other dis­
position of which is governed by other laws; 
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(5) the term "state archives" means those records preserved or appropriate for 
preservation as evidence of the organization, functions, policies, decisions, procedures, 
operations or other activities of government or because of the value of the information 
contained in them, when determined to have sufficient historical or other value to war­
rant continued preservation by the state of Minnesota and accepted for inclusion in the 
collections of the Minnesota historical society. 

(c) If the decision is made to dispose of records by majority vote, the Minnesota 
historical society may acquire and retain whatever they determine to be of potential 
historical value. 

Subd. la. Records inspection. Government records which a state agency, political 
subdivision, or statewide system lists on a records disposition application or records 
schedule, or on which archival assistance or advice is requested, may be inspected by 
state archives' employees if state archives gives prior notice/Employees of the archives 
shall have access to the records for the purpose of determining the historical or other 
continuing value of the records, regardless of the records' classification pursuant to 
chapter 13 or 270B. Employees of the archives shall be liable to the penalties set forth 
for improper disclosure by them of private, confidential, nonpublic, or protected non­
public data inspected for this purpose. 

[For text ofsubds lb to 9, see M.S.1990] 

History: 1991 c 291 art 21 s 4; 1991 c 345 art 1 s 77 

138.91 MINNESOTA HUMANITIES COMMISSION. 
Subdivision 1. Reports. The Minnesota humanities commission shall report to the 

legislature by September 1 of each year on the use of state funds appropriated to the 
commission. The report shall include an itemized account of the programs and projects 
supported and the source of money for each. The report shall show actual expenditures 
for the fiscal year ending the preceding June 30 and proposed expenditures for the fiscal 
year beginning the preceding July 1. 

Subd. 2. [Renumbered subdivision 1] 
Subd. 2. Humanities center, (a) The Minnesota humanities commission may 

establish a humanities center to ensure balance in public education and in the cultural 
life of the state, and to improve humanities education through the establishment of two 
institutes: the Minnesota institute for lifelong learning, and the Minnesota institute for 
the advancement of teaching. 

(b) The humanities center may transport people and resources to small towns, 
rural communities, and urban settings to provide grants, technical assistance, and high 
quality educational and cultural programs to schools and community organizations 
throughout Minnesota. 

(c) The Minnesota institute for the advancement of teaching may conduct semi­
nars and other activities for the recognition of the teaching profession and the advance­
ment of teaching in Minnesota. 

Subd. 3. [Renumbered subdivision 2] 
History: 1991 c 233 s 56 

138.94 STATE HISTORY CENTER. 
Subdivision 1. Designation. The building at 160 John Ireland Boulevard is hereby 

designated as the state history center, and is to be used for such purposes notwithstand­
ing any other law to the contrary. Authority for administration and control of the state 
history center is conferred on the Minnesota historical society. The society is not 
exempt from rental or lease costs by the state. The state will maintain and provide cus­
todial, security, and climate control services for the history center. 

Subd. 2. User fees. The society may charge fees it deems reasonable for uses relat­
ing to the state history center including parking and special exhibits. 

History: 1991 c 233 s 57 
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