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134.001 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 2. "Public library" means any library that provides free access to all resi­
dents of a city or county without discrimination, receives at least half of its financial 
support from public funds and is organized under the provisions of this chapter. Except 
as provided in section 134.195, it does not include libraries such as law, medical, school 
and academic libraries organized to serve a special group of persons, or libraries orga­
nized as a combination of a public library and another type of library. 

Subd. 3. "Public library services" means services provided by or on behalf of a 
public library. Except as provided in section 134.195, it does not include services for 
elementary schools, secondary schools or post-secondary educational institutions. 

[For text ofsubds 4 to 7, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 265 art 10 s 1,2 

134.195 LIBRARY OPERATED BY CITY AND SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Subdivision 1. Establishment. A school district and a city that has established a 

public library under sections 134.07 and 134.08, by ordinance or resolution, may 
jointly finance and operate a public library for use by school students and the public. 
If the city is already taxed for public library service by a county, approval of the board 
of county commissioners is required. If the. city is served by a regional public library 
system, approval of the regional public library system board is required. Public library 
service established under this section may be discontinued by action of the city council 
or the school board upon one year's notice to the other party. 

Subd. 2. Appointment of joint library board. The ordinance or resolution shall 
establish a library board of five, seven, or nine members and shall state the number of 
members to be appointed by the mayor, with the approval of the city council, and the 
number of members to be appointed by the school board. One member of the city coun­
cil and one member of the school board shall be appointed to the library board. The 
remaining members of the library board may not be members of either the city council 
or the school board. Board members shall be residents of the city or the school district. 

Subd. 3. Board terms of office. The terms of office for board members shall be 
established according to section 134.09, subdivision 2. 

Subd. 4. Removal of board members. The mayor, with the approval of the council, 
or the school board may remove for misconduct or neglect any member it has 
appointed to the library board. 

Subd. 5. Abolishment of board. Upon recommendation of a majority of the library 
board established under subdivision 2, the city council and the school board may abol­
ish the library board provided that the city council and the school district shall immedi­
ately establish, by ordinance or resolution, a successor library board of five, seven, or 
nine members. The appointment of successor board members shall be as provided in 
subdivision 2 and the terms shall be as provided in subdivision 3. 
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Subd. 6. Board vacancies and compensation. The library board president shall 
report a vacancy on the board to the appointing authority who shall fill the vacancy by 
appointment for the unexpired term. Library board members shall receive no compen­
sation for their services but may be reimbursed for actual and necessary travel expenses 
incurred in the discharge of library board duties and activities. 

Subd. 7. Powers and duties of board. Except as provided in subdivision 9, the 
library board has the powers and duties set forth in section 134.11, subdivision 2. 

Subd. 8. Funding. The ordinance or resolution establishing the library shall pro­
vide for joint financing of the library by the school district and the city. The city shall 
provide at least the minimum dollar amount established in section 134.34, subdivision 
1. The school district shall provide money for staff and materials for the library at least 
in proportion to the use related to curriculum, as determined by the circulation statis­
tics of the library. Neither the city nor the school district shall reduce the financial sup­
port provided for operation of library or media services below the level of support 
provided in the preceding year. 

Subd. 9. Contracts. The library board may contract with the school board, the 
regional library board, or the city in which the library is situated to provide personnel, 
fiscal, or administrative services. The contract shall state the personnel, fiscal, and 
administrative services and payments to be provided by each party. 

Subd. 10. Criteria. Public library services established according to this section, 
including materials, programs, equipment, and other public library services, whether 
located in an elementary or secondary school building or elsewhere, shall be available 
for simultaneous use by students and residents of the area. If public library services are 
located in an elementary or secondary school building, a separate entrance, accessible 
from the outside of the school building, shall be provided for use by the residents. The 
library shall meet all requirements in statutes and rules applicable to public libraries 
and school media centers. A media supervisor licensed by the board of teaching may 
be the director of the library. The library shall be centrally located in the community 
and available for use by residents during all hours the school is in session, at least 15 
additional hours each week during evenings, and on Saturdays. The library shall con­
tinue to maintain approximately the same hours of operation when the school is not 
in session. The library shall have telephone service that is separate from the telephone 
service for the school. Public parking, restrooms, drinking water, and other necessities 
shall be easily accessible to residents. 

History: 1991 c 265 art 10 s 3 

134.31 STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION; LIBRARY RESPONSIBILI­
TIES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1990] 

Subd. 4. The department shall collect statistics on the receipts, expenditures, ser­
vices, and use of the regional public library systems and the public libraries of the state. 
It shall also collect statistics on all activities undertaken pursuant to sections 134.31 
to 134.35. 

[For text of subd 5, see M.S. 1990] 

History: 1991 c 265 art 11 s 20 

134.35 REGIONAL LIBRARY BASIC SYSTEM SUPPORT GRANTS; DISTRI­
BUTION FORMULA. 

Subdivision 1. Grant application. Any regional public library system which quali­
fies according to the provisions of section 134.34 may apply for an annual grant for 
regional library basic system support. The amount of each grant for each fiscal year shall 
be calculated as provided in this section. 

Subd. 2. Fifty-seven and one-half percent of the available grant funds shall be dis-
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tributed to provide all qualifying systems an equal amount per capita. Each system's 
allocation pursuant to this subdivision shall be based on the population it serves. 

Subd. 3: Twelve and one-half percent of the available grant funds shall be distrib­
uted to provide all qualifying systems an equal amount per square mile. Each system's 
allocation pursuant to this subdivision shall be based on the area it serves. 

Subd. 4. Five percent of the available grant funds shall be paid to each system as 
a base grant for basic system services. 

Subd. 5. Twenty-five percent of the available grant funds shall be distributed to 
regional public library systems based upon the adjusted net tax capacity per capita for 
each member county or participating portion of a county as calculated for the second 
year preceding the fiscal year for which the grant is made. Each system's entitlement 
shall be calculated as follows: 

(a) Multiply the adjusted net tax capacity per capita for each county or participat­
ing portion of a county by .0082. 

(b) Add sufficient grant funds that are available under this subdivision to raise the 
amount of the county or participating portion of a county with the lowest value calcu­
lated according to paragraph (a) to the amount of the county or participating portion 
of a county with the next highest value calculated according to paragraph (a). Multiply 
the amount of the additional grant funds by the population of the county or participat­
ing portion of a county. 

(c) Continue the process described in paragraph (b) by adding sufficient grant 
funds that are available under this subdivision to the amount of a county or participat­
ing portion of a county with the next highest value calculated in paragraph (a) to raise 
it and the amount of counties and participating portions of counties with lower values 
calculated in paragraph (a) up to the amount of the county or participating portion of 
a county with the next highest value, until reaching an amount where funds available 
under this subdivision are no longer sufficient to raise the amount of a county or partici­
pating portion of a county and the amount of counties and participating portions of 
counties with lower values up to the amount of the next highest county or participating 
portion of a county. 

(d) If the point is reached using the process in paragraphs (b) and (c) at which the 
remaining grant funds under this subdivision are not adequate for raising the amount 
of a county or participating portion of a county and all counties and participating por­
tions of counties with amounts of lower value to the amount of the county or participat­
ing portion of a county with the next highest value, those funds are to be divided on 
a per capita basis for all counties or participating portions of counties that received 
grant funds under the calculation in paragraphs (b) and (c). 

Subd. 6. Population determination. Population shall be determined according to 
section 477A.011, subdivision 3. 

History: 1991 c 265 art 10 s 4 
NOTE: This section, as amended by Laws 1991, chapter 265, article 10, section 4, is effective July 1, 1992. See Laws 

1991, chapter 26S, article 10, section 7. 

134.351 MULTICOUNTY, MULTITYPE LIBRARY SYSTEMS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 6, see M.S.1990] 

Subd. 7. Reports. Each multicounty, multitype system receiving a grant pursuant 
to section 134.353 or 134.354 shall provide an annual progress report to the depart­
ment of education. 

History: 1991 c 265 art 11 s 21 
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