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CHAPTER 116D 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

116D.07 Repealed. 116D.11 Report preparation. 
116D. 10 Energy and environmental strategy 

report. 

116D.07 [Repealed, 1991 c 303 s 9] 

GOVERNOR'S REPORTS 

116D.10 ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGY REPORT. 
On or before January 1 of each even-numbered year, the governor shall transmit 

to the energy and environment and natural resources committees of the legislature a 
concise, comprehensive written report on the energy and environmental strategy of the 
state. 

The report must be sufficiently comprehensive to assist the legislature in allocating 
funds to support all of the policies, plans, and programs of the state related to energy 
and the environment, and specifically must include: 

(1) a concise, comprehensive discussion of state, and, as applicable, national and 
global energy and environmental problems, including but not limited to: indoor and 
outdoor air pollution, water pollution, atmospheric changes, stratospheric ozone deple
tion, damage to terrestrial systems, deforestation, regulation of pesticides and toxic 
substances, solid and hazardous waste management, ecosystem protection (wetlands, 
estuaries, groundwater, Lake Superior and the inland lakes and rivers), population 
growth, preservation of animal and plant species, soil erosion, and matters relating to 
the availability and conservation of crude oil and of refined petroleum product and 
other energy sources; 

(2) a concise, comprehensive description and assessment of the policies and pro
grams of all departments and agencies of the state responsible for issues listed in clause 
(1), including a concise discussion of the long-term objectives of such policies and pro
grams; existing and proposed funding levels; the impact of each policy and program on 
pollution prevention, emergency preparedness and response, risk assessment, land 
management, technology transfer, and matters relating to the availability and conserva
tion of crude oil and of refined petroleum product and other energy sources; and the 
impact of each on relations with the other states, the federal government, membership 
in national organizations, and funding of programs for state environmental protection 
and energy issues; 

(3) a concise description and assessment of the integration and coordination of 
policies, plans, environmental programs, and energy programs of the state with the poli
cies and programs of the federal government, the environmental and energy policies 
and programs of the other states, and the environmental and energy policies and pro
grams of major state and national nonprofit conservation organizations; 

(4) a concise description and assessment of all efforts by the state to integrate effec
tively its energy and environmental strategy with: 

(i) the science and technology strategy of the federal government, including objec
tives, priorities, timing, funding details, and expected results of all environmental and 
energy research and development supported by the federal government and of all 
efforts at regional, national, and international cooperation on environmental and 
energy research and development; 

(ii) the national energy policies of the federal government, including objectives, 
priorities, timing, funding details, and expected results of all efforts supported by the 
federal government aimed at reducing energy demand, improving energy efficiency and 
conservation, fuel-switching, using safe nuclear power reactors, employing clean coal 
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technology, promoting renewable energy sources, promoting research and possible use 
of alternative fuels, promoting biomass research, promoting energy research and devel
opment in general, and advancing regional, national, and international energy coopera
tion; 

(iii) the national environmental education strategy of the federal government, 
including objectives, priorities, timing, funding details, and expected results of all 
domestic and international education efforts supported by the United States to improve 
both public participation and awareness of the need for environmental protection; 

(iv) the technology transfer strategy of the federal government, including objec
tives, priorities, timing, funding details, and expected results of all domestic and inter
national environmental and energy technology transfer efforts to foster collaboration 
and cooperation between federal agencies and state and local governments, universi
ties, nonprofit conservation organizations, and private industry in order to improve the 
competitiveness of the state and the nation in the world marketplace and promote envi
ronmental and energy technology advancement; and 

(v) the national security strategy of the federal government, including objectives, 
priorities, timing, funding, and expected results of the national security programs to be 
most compatible with requirements for environmental preservation and a national 
energy policy, while accomplishing missions essential to national security; 

(5) a concise assessment of the overall effectiveness of the energy and environmen
tal strategy of the state, including a concise description of the organizational processes 
used to provide a body of energy and environmental information and to evaluate the 
results of energy and environmental programs; the use of statistical methods; the degree 
to which the strategy is long term, comprehensive, integrated, flexible, and oriented 
toward achieving broad consensus in the state, the nation, and abroad; and recommen
dations on the ways in which the legislature can assist the governor in making the strat
egy more effective; 

(6) specific two-year, five-year and, as appropriate, longer-term goals for the imple
mentation of the energy and environmental strategy of the state; and 

(7) such other pertinent information as may be necessary to provide information 
to the legislature on matters relating to the overall energy and environmental strategy 
of the state and to develop state programs coordinated with those formulated on a 
national and international level. 

History: 1991 c 303 s 6 

116D.11 REPORT PREPARATION. 
Subdivision 1. Agency responsibility. Each department or agency of the state, as 

designated by the governor, shall assist in the preparation of the strategy report. Each 
designated department or agency shall prepare a preliminary strategy report relating to 
those programs or policies over which the department or agency has jurisdiction. Each 
preliminary strategy report shall: 

(1) describe concisely the existing policies and programs of the department or 
agency as they relate to the issues listed in section 116D.10, clause (1); 

(2) describe concisely and evaluate the long-term objectives of the department or 
agency as they relate to the issues listed in section 116D.10, clause (1); 

(3) identify and make proposals about the development of department or agency 
financial management budgets as they relate to the issues listed in section 116D. 10, 
clause (1); 

(4) describe concisely the strategy and procedure of the department or agency to 
recruit, select, and train personnel to carry out department or agency goals and func
tions as they relate to the issues listed in section 116D.10, clause (1); 

(5) identify and make proposals to eliminate duplicative and unnecessary pro
grams or systems, including encouraging departments and agencies to share systems or 
programs that have sufficient capacity to perform the functions needed as they relate 
to the issues listed in section 116D.10, clause (1); and 
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(6) establish two-year quantitative goals for policy implementation. 
Subd. 2. Primary responsibility. The environmental quality board shall have the 

primary responsibility for preparing the energy and environmental strategy report of 
the state, as required by section 116D.10. The board shall assemble all preliminary 
reports prepared pursuant to subdivision 1 under a timetable established by the board 
and shall use the preliminary reports in the preparation of the draft energy and environ
mental strategy report of the state. Each department or agency designated by the gover
nor to prepare a preliminary strategy report shall submit a copy of the preliminary 
strategy report to the governor and to the board at the same time. 

Subd. 3. Report to governor. On or before October 1 of each odd-numbered year, 
the environmental quality board shall transmit to the governor a draft of the written 
report on the energy and environmental strategy of the state. The governor may change 
the report and may request additional information or data from any department or 
agency of the state responsible for issues listed in section 116D. 10, clause (1). Any such 
requested additional information or data shall be prepared and submitted promptly to 
the governor. 

Subd. 4. Strategy and final reports, (a) Any department or agency of the state 
required to submit a biennial report to the legislature in an even-numbered year under 
section 15.063 may reference part or all of the discussion and information contained 
in a preliminary strategy report of that department or agency prepared in the prior odd-
numbered year in fulfillment of providing any of the substantially equivalent material 
required to be in the biennial report to the legislature. 

(b) It is the intent of the legislature that any preliminary strategy report by a 
department or agency, the draft energy and environmental strategy report of the state 
prepared by the environmental quality board, and the final report on the energy and 
environmental strategy of the state as transmitted by the governor should be written 
in as concise and easily understood a manner as possible while being sufficiently com
prehensive to assist the legislature in allocating funds to support the policies, plans, and 
programs of the state related to energy and the environment. All preliminary, draft, and 
final reports shall contain minimal extraneous and irrelevant material. 

(c) It is the intent of the legislature that the primary responsibility for preparing 
the preliminary strategy report relating to energy shall be the responsibility of the 
department of public service and that the primary responsibility for preparing the pre
liminary strategy report relating to the environment shall be the responsibility of the 
pollution control agency. 

(d) To aid in effectuating the goal of the legislature that all preparatory and final 
reports be written in a concise and understandable manner, no preliminary strategy 
report of any department or agency shall exceed, without the prior approval of the envi
ronmental quality board, 30 double-spaced pages or the equivalent, 8-1/2 x 11 inches 
in size, including all appendices, addenda, and attachments, except those that contain 
primarily charts, graphs, tabulations, or contain other numerical or pictorial informa
tion. Notwithstanding the foregoing, preliminary strategy reports of the department of 
public service and the pollution control agency may not exceed SO double-spaced pages 
or the equivalent, 8-1/2 x 11 inches in size, including all appendices, addenda, and 
attachments, except those that contain primarily charts, graphs, tabulations or contain 
other numerical or pictorial information. 

History: 1991 c 303 s 7 
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