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CHAPTER 98 

LICENSES, TAKING OF GAME AND FISH 
98.46 Fees. 98.48 Special permits. 
98.47 Exemptions. 98.30 Issuance. 

98.46 FEES. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 2. Fees for the following licenses, to be issued to residents only, shall 
be: 

(1) To take small game, $7; 
(2) To take deer with firearms, $15; 
(3) To take deer with bow and arrow, $15; 
(4) To take fish by angling, $6.50; 
(5) Combination husband and wife, to take fish by angling, $10.50; 
(6) To take moose, $140 for an individual or for a party of not to exceed four 

persons; 
(7) To take bear only, $15; 
(8) To take turkeys, $10, in addition to a small game license. 

[For text of subds 2a to 4, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 5. Fees for the following licenses, to be issued to residents only, shall 
be: 

(1) To spear fish from a dark house, $7.50; 
(2) For any fish house or dark house used during the winter fishing season, $5 

for each fish house or dark house not rented or offered for hire, and $15 for each 
fish house or dark house rented or offered for hire. Each fish house or dark house 
shall have attached to the outside a metal tag at least two inches in diameter with 
a 3/16 inch hole in the center, which will be issued with a license. Each metal tag 
shall be stamped with a number to correspond with the fish house or dark house 
license and also shall be stamped with the year of issuance. The metal tag shall be 
attached to the fish house or dark house as designated by commissioner's order; 

(3) To net whitefish, tullibees or herring from inland lakes or international 
waters, for domestic use only, for each net, $3; 

(4) To conduct a taxidermist business, for three consecutive years for residents 
18 years of age and older, $40; for residents under the age of 18, $25; 

(5) To maintain fur and game farms, including deer, $15; 
(6) To take, transport, purchase and possess for sale unprocessed turtles and 

tortoises within the state, $50; 
(7) To prepare dressed game fish shipments for nonresidents as provided by 

section 97.45, subdivision 6, as amended, $13; 
(8) Minnow dealer, $70 plus $10 for each vehicle; 
(9) Minnow dealer's helper, $5 for each helper. Minnow dealer's helpers' 

licenses shall be issued to the minnow dealer and are transferable by the dealer at 
will to his own helpers; 

(10) Exporting minnow dealer, $250, plus $10 for each vehicle. 
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Each vehicle license shall cover a specified vehicle. The serial number, 
license number, make, and model shall be specified on the license which must be 
conspicuously posted in the vehicle licensed. 

[For text of subds 5a to 15, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 16. Fees for the following licenses, to be issued to nonresidents, shall 
be: 

To buy or sell raw furs, $500, except that a license shall not be required to 
buy from those licensed under subdivision 4, clause (3). 

To guide bear hunters, $400. 

[For text of subds 17 to 26, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 216 art 1 s 18; 1983 c 245 s 1; 1983 c 356 s 10 

98.47 EXEMPTIONS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 17, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 18. A license to take deer shall be issued without charge to any 
resident of Minnesota who is a veteran as defined in section 197.447, with a 100 
percent service connected disability as defined by the United States veterans 
administration, and who furnishes satisfactory evidence of his disability to the 
county auditor or a subagent of the county auditor, acting under the provisions of 
section 98.50. This license must be issued in accordance with any rules the 
commissioner may prescribe. 

History: 1983 c 301 s 105 

98.48 SPECIAL PERMITS. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 3. The commissioner may issue special permits, without fee, to take, 
possess and transport wild animals in such manner and under such conditions as 
he may prescribe for scientific, educational or exhibition purposes, or for use as 
pets, provided no wild or native deer may be taken or possessed for propagation or 
exhibition, except those now lawfully possessed for such purposes. The commis­
sioner shall establish criteria for issuing special permits to persons for the purpose 
of possessing wild and native deer as pets, pursuant to his authority under section 
97.53, subdivision 2. All animals possessed under authority of this provision, as 
well as deer now contained on game farms, private and public parks and zoos, and 
their progeny, or possessed as pets, may be disposed of only as prescribed by the 
commissioner. 

[For text of subds 4 to 8, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 9. (a) The commissioner may issue special permits, with fee, to gather 
or harvest any aquatic plants, or plant parts, other than wild rice from public 
waters of the state, to transplant any aquatic plants into other public waters, or to 
destroy any harmful or undesirable aquatic vegetation or organisms in public 
waters by such means and under such conditions as he may prescribe for 
protection of such waters and desirable species of fish, vegetation, and other forms 
of aquatic life therein and for the protection of the public. 

(b) Each application for a permit shall be accompanied by a permit fee when 
required by a fee schedule established by the commissioner pursuant to rules and 
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regulations adopted after public hearing and published in the manner provided by 
section 97.53. The schedule may provide exemptions from fees, maximum fees 
not to exceed $100 per permit based upon the cost of receiving, processing, 
analyzing and issuing the permit and additional costs which may be imposed 
subsequent to the application for inspecting and monitoring the activities authoriz­
ed by the permit. No fee may be imposed on any state or federal governmental 
agency applying for a permit. All money received pursuant to this subdivision 
shall be deposited in the game and fish fund. 

(c) The commissioner shall promulgate, by January 1, 1975, after public 
hearing and shall publish in the manner provided by section 97.53, rules and 
regulations containing standards and criteria governing the issuance and denial of 
permits for activities affecting aquatic plants including, but not limited to, 
provisions to insure that aquatic plant control is consistent with shoreland 
conservation ordinances, lake management plans and programs, wild and scenic 
river plans, penalties for failure to comply with permit regulations and enforce­
ment procedures. 

[For text of subds 10 to 16, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 245 s 2; 1983 c 301 s 106 

98.50 ISSUANCE. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 5. Any resident desiring to sell the licenses referred to in subdivision 1 
may either purchase for cash or obtain on consignment license blanks from a 
county auditor in groups of not less than five nonresident, and ten resident license 
blanks. In addition to the basic license fee, he shall collect a fee for issuing each 
license in the amount of $1 for the license to take deer and for the sportsman 
license authorized in section 98.46, subdivision 2a, and 75 cents for all other 
licenses. The state migratory waterfowl stamp required by section 97.4841, the 
trout stamp required by section 97.4842, the pheasant stamp required by section 
97.4843, and any other similar state stamp required by statute, each shall be 
considered to be a "license" within the meaning of this subdivision except that 
only one issuing fee shall be collected when any stamps are issued in the same 
transaction with the appropriate small game, fishing, or sportsman's license, or 
when a collector purchases more than one stamp in the same transaction after the 
end of the season for which the stamp was issued. In selling such licenses, he shall 
be deemed an agent of the county auditor and the commissioner, and he shall 
observe all rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner for the 
accounting for and handling of such licenses. 

The county auditor shall promptly deposit all moneys received from the sale 
of licenses with the county treasurer, and shall promptly transmit such reports as 
may be required by the commissioner, together with his warrant on the county 
treasurer for 100 percent of the surcharge imposed by section 97.482 plus 96 
percent of the price to the licensee, exclusively of said surcharge and the issuing 
fee, for each license sold or consigned by him and subsequently sold to a licensee 
during the accounting period. The county auditor shall retain as his commission 
four percent of all license fees, excluding issuing fees for licenses consigned to 
subagents. In addition, for licenses sold for cash directly to the licensee, the 
auditor shall collect the same issuing fee as a subagent. Unsold license blanks in 
the hands of any agent shall be redeemed by the commissioner if presented for 
redemption within the time prescribed by the commissioner therefor. Any license 
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blanks not presented for redemption within the period prescribed shall be conclu­
sively presumed to have been sold, and the agent possessing the same or to whom 
they are charged shall be accountable therefor. The commissioner shall collect the 
same issuing fee as a subagent for licenses sold directly through a license 
distribution center operated by the department of natural resources. The issuing 
fees so collected by the commissioner shall be credited to the game and fish fund. 

[For text of subds 6 to 10, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 65 s 2 
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