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CHAPTER 588 

CONTEMPTS 
388.01 Contempts. 
588.02 Power to punish; limitation. 

588.01 CONTEMPTS. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 3. Constructive. Constructive contempts are those not committed in 
the immediate presence of the court, and of which it has no personal knowledge, 
and may arise from any of the following acts or omissions: 

(1) misbehavior in office, or other willful neglect or violation of duty, by an 
attorney, clerk, sheriff, coroner, or other person appointed or elected to perform a 
judicial or ministerial service; 

(2) deceit or abuse of the process or proceedings of the court by a party to an 
action or special proceeding; 

(3) disobedience of any lawful judgment, order, or process of the court; 
(4) assuming to be an attorney or other officer of the court, and acting as such 

without authority; 
(5) rescuing any person or property in the custody of an officer by virtue of 

an order or process of the court; 
(6) unlawfully detaining a witness or party to an action while going to, 

remaining at, or returning from, the court where the action is to be tried; 
(7) any other unlawful interference with the process or proceedings of a court; 
(8) disobedience of a subpoena duly served, or refusing to be sworn or to 

answer as a witness; 
(9) when summoned as a juror in a court, neglecting to attend or serve, 

improperly conversing with a party to an action to be tried at the court or with 
any person relative to the merits of the action, or receiving a communication from 
a party or other person in reference to it, and failing to immediately disclose the 
same to the court; 

(10) disobedience, by an inferior tribunal or officer, of the lawful judgment, 
order, or process of a superior court, proceeding in an action or special proceeding 
in any court contrary to law after it has been removed from its jurisdiction, or 
disobedience of any lawful order or process of a judicial officer; 

(11) failure or refusal to pay a penalty assessmentHevied pursuant to section 
626.861. 

History: 1983 c 359 s 84 

588.02 POWER TO PUNISH; LIMITATION. 
Every court and judicial officer may punish a contempt by fine or imprison­

ment, or both. In addition, when the contempt involves the willful disobedience 
of an order of the court requiring the payment of money for the support or 
maintenance of a minor child, the court may require the payment of the costs and 
a reasonable attorney's fee, incurred in the prosecution of the contempt, to be paid 
by the guilty party. When it is a constructive contempt, it must appear that the 
right or remedy of a party to an action or special proceeding was defeated or 
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prejudiced by it before the contempt can be punished by imprisonment or by a 
fine exceeding $50. 

History: 1983 c 359 s 85 
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