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CHAPTER 244 

CRIMINAL SENTENCES, CONDITIONS, 
DURATION, APPEALS 

244.04 Good time. 244.09 Minnesota sentencing guidelines commission. 
244.05 Supervised release term 244.11 Appellate review of sentence. 
244.06 Extraordinary discharge. 
244.06S Private employment of inmates of state cor­

rectional institutions in community. 

244.04 GOOD TIME. 
Subdivision 1. Reduction of sentence. Notwithstanding the provisions of 

section 609.11, subdivision 6, and section 609.346, subdivision 1, the term of 
imprisonment of any inmate sentenced to a presumptive fixed sentence after May 
1, 1980, shall be reduced in duration by one day for each two days during which 
the inmate violates none of the disciplinary offense rules promulgated by the 
commissioner. The reduction shall accrue to the period of supervised release to be 
served by the inmate. 

If an inmate violates a disciplinary offense rule promulgated by the commis­
sioner, good time earned prior to the violation may not be taken away, but the 
inmate may be required to serve an appropriate portion of his term of imprison­
ment after the violation without earning good time. 

. [For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 274 s 6 

244.05 SUPERVISED RELEASE TERM. 
Subdivision 1. Supervised release required. Except as provided in subdivi­

sions 4 and 5, every inmate shall serve a supervised release term upon completion 
of his term of imprisonment as reduced by any good time earned by the inmate. 
The supervised release term shall be equal to the period of good time the inmate 
has earned, and shall not exceed the length of time remaining in the inmate's 
sentence. 

Subd. 2. Rules. The commissioner of corrections shall promulgate rules for 
the placement and supervision of inmates serving a supervised release term. The 
rules shall also provide standards and procedures for the revocation of supervised 
release, and shall specify the period of revocation for each violation of supervised 
release. Procedures for the revocation of supervised release shall provide due 
process of law for the inmate. 

Subd. 3. Sanctions for violation. If an inmate violates the conditions of his 
supervised release imposed by the commissioner, the commissioner may: 

(1) continue the inmate's supervised release term, with or without modifying 
or enlarging the conditions imposed on the inmate; or 

(2) revoke the inmate's supervised release and reimprison him for the appro­
priate period of time. 

The period of time for which a supervised release may be revoked may not 
exceed the period of time remaining in the inmate's sentence. 

Subd. 4. Minimum imprisonment, life sentence. An inmate serving a manda­
tory life sentence shall not be given supervised release under this section unless he 
has served a minimum term of imprisonment of 17 years. 
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Subd. S. Supervised release, life sentence. The commissioner of corrections 
may, under rules promulgated by him, give supervised release to an inmate serving 
a mandatory life sentence after he has served the minimum term of imprisonment 
specified in subdivision 4. 

History: 1983 c 274 s 7 

244.06 EXTRAORDINARY DISCHARGE. 
The commissioner of corrections may give extraordinary discharge to an 

inmate for reasons of serious health problems, senility, advanced age or other 
extraordinary circumstances. The commissioner shall promulgate rules specifying 
the circumstances under which extraordinary discharge may be approved and the 
appropriate procedures for approving the same. No extraordinary discharge shall 
be effective unless also approved by the Minnesota board of pardons. 

History: 1983 c 274 s 8 

244.065 PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT OF INMATES OF STATE CORREC­
TIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN COMMUNITY. 

When consistent with the public interest and the public safety, the commis­
sioner of corrections may conditionally release an inmate to work at paid 
employment, seek employment, or participate in a vocational training or educa­
tional program, as provided in section 241.26, if the inmate has served at least one 
half of his term of imprisonment as reduced by good time earned by the inmate. 

History: 1983 c 274 s 9 

244.09 MINNESOTA SENTENCING GUIDELINES COMMISSION. 
Subdivision 1. Commission; establishment There is hereby established the 

Minnesota sentencing guidelines commission which shall be comprised of 11 
members. 

[For text of subds 2 to 9, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 10. The commission may select and employ a research director who 
shall perform the duties the commission directs, including the hiring of any clerical 
help and other employees as the commission shall approve. The research director 
and other staff shall be in the unclassified service of the state and their compensa­
tion shall be established pursuant to chapter 43A. They shall be reimbursed for 
the expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their official duties in the 
same manner as other state employees. 

Subd. 11. Modification; retroactive effect. The commission shall meet as 
necessary for the purpose of modifying and improving the guidelines. Any 
modification of the guidelines that causes a duration change shall be retroactive 
for all inmates serving sentences imposed pursuant to the Minnesota sentencing 
guidelines if ,the durational change reduces the appropriate term of imprisonment. 

[For text of subd 12, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 216 art 1 s 35; 1983 c 274 s 10; 1983 c 299 s 24 

244.11 APPELLATE REVIEW OF SENTENCE. 
An appeal to the court of appeals may be taken by the defendant or the state 

from any sentence imposed or stayed by the district court according to the rules of 
criminal procedure for the district court of Minnesota. A dismissal of an appeal 
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brought under this section shall not prejudice an appeal brought under any other 
section or rule. 

When an appeal taken under this section is filed, the clerk of the district court 
shall certify the transcript of the proceedings and any files or records relating to 
the defendant, the offense, and the sentence imposed or stayed, that the supreme 
court by rule or order may require. 

On an appeal pursuant to this section, the court may review the sentence 
imposed or stayed to determine whether the sentence is inconsistent with statutory 
requirements, unreasonable, inappropriate, excessive, unjustifiably disparate, or 
not warranted by the findings of fact issued by the district court. This review 
shall be in addition to all other powers of review presently existing. The court 
may dismiss or affirm the appeal, vacate or set aside the sentence imposed or 
stayed and direct entry of an appropriate sentence or order further proceedings to 
be had as the court may direct. 

This section shall not be construed to confer or enlarge any right of a 
defendant to be released pending an appeal. 

History: 1983 c 247 s 103 
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