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CHAPTER 222 

RAILWAYS, UTILITIES; GENERAL PROVISIONS 
222.37 Public roads; use, restriction. 222.50 Rail service improvement program. 
222.49 Rait service improvement account. 222.65 Repealed. 

12231 PUBLIC ROADS; USE, RESTRICTION. 
Subdivision 1. Any water power, telegraph, telephone, pneumatic tube, com

munity antenna television, cable communications or electric light, heat, or power 
company may use public roads for the purpose of constructing, using, operating, 
and maintaining lines, subways, canals, or conduits, for their business, but such 
lines shall be so located as in no way to interfere with the safety and convenience 
of ordinary travel along or over the same; and, in the construction and mainte
nance of such line, subway, canal, or conduit, the company shall be subject to all 
reasonable regulations imposed by the governing body of any county, town or city 
in which such public road may be. Nothing herein shall be construed to grant to 
any person any rights for the maintenance of a telegraph, telephone, pneumatic 
tube, community antenna television system, cable communications system, or light, 
heat, or power system within the corporate limits of any city until such person 
shall have obtained the right to maintain such system within such city or for a 
period beyond that for which the right to operate such system is granted by such 
city. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 329 s 1 

222.49 RAIL SERVICE IMPROVEMENT ACCOUNT. 
The rail service improvement account is created in the special revenue fund in 

the state treasury. The commissioner shall deposit in this account all money 
appropriated to or received by the department for the purpose of rail service 
improvement, including bond proceeds as authorized by Article XI, Section 5, 
Clause (i) of the Minnesota Constitution and federal money, but excluding 
proceeds of state bonds or other funds appropriated to the commissioner from the 
state transportation fund for the acquisition or betterment of property pertaining 
to the state rail bank established by section 222.63, and excluding income of the 
state rail bank and any other funds appropriated for its maintenance or improve
ment. All money so deposited is appropriated to the department for expenditure 
for rail service improvement in accordance with applicable state and federal law. 
This appropriation shall not lapse but shall be available until the purpose for 
which it was appropriated has been accomplished. No money appropriated to the 
department for the purposes of administering the rail service improvement pro
gram shall be deposited in the rail service improvement account nor shall such 
administrative costs be paid from the account. 

History: 1982 c 600 s 3 

222.50 RAIL SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. 
[For text of subds 1 to 6, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 7. The commissioner may expend money from the rail service im
provement account for the following purposes: 
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(a) To pay interest adjustments on loans guaranteed under the state rail user 
loan guarantee program; 

(b) To pay a portion of the costs of capital improvement projects designed to 
improve rail service including construction or improvement of short segments of 
rail line such as side track, team track and connections between existing lines, and 
construction and improvement of loading, unloading, storage and transfer facilities 
of a rail user; 

(c) To acquire, maintain, manage and dispose of railroad right-of-way pursu
ant to subdivision 8 and the state rail bank program; 

(d) To provide for aerial photography survey of proposed and abandoned 
railroad tracks for the purpose of recording and reestablishing by analytical 
triangulation the existing alignment of the inplace track; 

(e) To pay a portion of the costs of acquiring a rail line by a regional railroad 
authority established pursuant to chapter 398A. 

All money derived by the commissioner from the disposition of railroad 
right-of-way or of any other property acquired pursuant to sections 222.46 to 
222.62 shall be deposited in the rail service improvement account. 

[For text of subd 8, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 326 s 2 

222.65 [Repealed, 1983 c 260 s 68] 
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