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CHAPTER 156A 

WATER WELLS AND EXPLORATORY BORING 

I56A.02 Definitions; exclusions. 
156A.06 Water well contractors and exploratory bor

ers advisory council; members; terms; em
ployees. 

156A.07I Exploratory boring; licensing and regula
tion. 

156A.10 Groundwater thermal exchange devices: li
censing and regulation. 

156A.02 DEFINITIONS; EXCLUSIONS. 
[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 6. For the purposes of sections 156A.02 to 156A.10 "groundwater 
thermal exchange device" means any heating or cooling device, the operation of 
which is dependent upon extraction and reinjection of groundwaters from an 
independent aquifer. Thermal exchange devices licensed under this chapter shall 
be sealed against the introduction of any foreign substance into the system, but 
shall be so constructed as to permit periodic inspection of water quality and 
temperature. 

History: 1983 c 301 s 138 

156A.06 WATER WELL CONTRACTORS AND EXPLORATORY BORERS 
ADVISORY COUNCIL; MEMBERS; TERMS; EMPLOYEES. 

Subdivision 1. There is hereby created the water well contractors and 
exploratory borers advisory council, herein referred to as the "advisory council," 
as an advisory council to the state commissioner of health. The advisory council 
shall be composed of 16 voting members. Of the 16 voting members, one member 
shall be from the state department of health, appointed by the state commissioner 
of health; one member shall be from the department of natural resources, 
appointed by the commissioner of natural resources; one member shall be a 
member of the Minnesota geological survey of the University of Minnesota 
appointed by the director; two members shall be engaged in the business of 
exploratory boring for minerals; two public members who are not connected with 
the business of exploratory boring or the water well drilling industry; one member 
shall be from the pollution control agency, appointed by the director of the 
pollution control agency; one member shall be a professional engineer; one 
member shall be a certified professional geologist; and six members shall be 
contractors actively engaged in the water well drilling industry, not to exceed two 
from the seven county metropolitan area and at least four from the remainder of 
the state who shall be representative of different geographical regions. They shall 
be residents of the state of Minnesota and appointed by the commissioner of 
health. No appointee of the water well drilling industry shall serve more than two 
consecutive terms. The appointees to the advisory council from the water well 
drilling industry shall have been bona fide residents of this state for a period of at 
least three years prior to appointment and shall have had at least five years 
experience in the water well drilling business. The council shall expire, and the 
terms of the appointed members and the compensation and removal of all 
members shall be as provided in section 15.059. 

History: 1983 c 260 s 43 
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283 WATER WELLS AND EXPLORATORY BORING 156A.071 

156A.071 EXPLORATORY BORING; LICENSING AND REGULATION. 
[For text of subds 1 to 8, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 9. Submission of data from exploratory borings. Data obtained from 
exploratory borings shall be submitted by the explorer to the commissioner of 
natural resources as follows: 

(a) Upon application for a state permit required for activities relating to 
mineral deposit evaluation, the explorer shall submit to the commissioner of 
natural resources data relevant to the proposal under consideration. The explorer 
may identify portions of the data which, if released, would impair the competitive 
position of the explorer submitting the data. Data so identified shall be con
sidered to be not public data. If the commissioner is requested to disclose the 
data, he shall mail notice of the request to the explorer and determine whether 
release of the data would impair the competitive position of the explorer submit
ting the data. If the commissioner determines that release of the data would 
impair the competitive position of the explorer submitting the data, the commis
sioner shall not release the data to any person other than parties to the proceed
ings relating to the permit under consideration. Parties to the proceedings shall 
maintain the confidentiality of data. Further, data which are classified as not 
public shall not be released by the commissioner until 30 days after mailed notice 
to the explorer of the commissioner's intention to do so. Under no circumstances 
shall the commissioner release data to any person engaged in exploration, mining, 
milling, or related industry pertaining to any mineral. If the commissioner 
determines to release data, the explorer may demand a contested case hearing on 
the commissioner's determination or may withdraw the permit application and the 
data shall not be released. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the commis
sioner may appeal the decision in accordance with chapter 14; 

(b) Upon application for a state permit required for mine development, the 
explorer shall submit to the commissioner of natural resources data relevant to the 
proposal under consideration. This data shall be considered public data and 
persons submitting the data shall not be subject to civil or criminal liability for its 
use by others; 

(c) Within six months after termination by the explorer of its lease or any 
other type of exploration agreement on a property all data shall be submitted. 
The data shall be considered public data and persons submitting the data shall not 
be subject to civil or criminal liability for its use by others. Data submitted to the 
commissioner of natural resources prior to May 1, 1980 need not be submitted 
under this section. The commissioner of natural resources shall designate which 
samples shall be submitted, and shall specify the location to which the sample shall 
be delivered. In the event that the explorer requires certain samples in their 
entirety, the commissioner of natural resources may waive the requirement for a 
one-fourth portion of the samples. Samples submitted become property of the 
state. 

(d) As used in this subdivision, "mineral deposit evaluation" means examining 
an area to determine the quality and quantity of minerals, excluding exploratory 
boring but including obtaining a bulk sample, by such means as excavating, 
trenching, constructing shafts, ramps, tunnels, pits and producing refuse and other 
associated activities. "Mineral deposit evaluation" shall not include activities 
intended, by themselves, for commercial exploitation of the ore body. "Mine 
development" means those activities undertaken after mineral deposit evaluation 
for commercial exploitation of the ore body. 

History: 1983 c 247 s 65 
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156A.10 GROUNDWATER THERMAL EXCHANGE DEVICES: LICENSING 
AND REGULATION. 

Subdivision 1. Notwithstanding any department or agency rule to the con
trary, the department of health shall issue, upon request and submission of a $50 
fee, permits for the reinjection of water by a properly constructed well into the 
same aquifer from which the water was drawn for the operation of a groundwater 
thermal exchange device. Withdrawal and reinjection shall be accomplished by 
means of a closed system in which the waters drawn for thermal exchange shall 
have no contact or commingling with water from other sources or with any 
polluting material or substances and so constructed as to allow opening for 
inspection by the department. Wells that are part of a groundwater thermal 
exchange system shall serve no other function, except that water may be supplied 
to the domestic water system if the supply is taken off the thermal exchange 
system ahead of the heat exchange unit, and if the water discharges to a break 
tank through an air gap that is at least twice the effective diameter of the water 
outlet from the tank. A groundwater thermal exchange system may be used for 
domestic water heating only if the water heating device is an integral part of the 
heat exchange unit that is used for space heating and cooling. As a condition of 
the permit, an applicant shall agree to allow inspection by the department during 
regular working hours for department inspectors. A maximum of 200 permits 
shall be issued for small systems having maximum capacities of 20 gallons per 
minute or less, which shall be subject to inspection twice annually. A maximum 
of ten permits shall be issued for larger systems having maximum capacities from 
20 to 50 gallons per minute, which shall be subject to inspection four times per 
year. The department may by rule provide for administration of this section. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 301 s 139 
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